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HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL

he history of Ramallah Friends School (RFS) is one closely tied with the history

of Palestine. In its checkered political history RFS has served not only as schools,
but also as a center for refugees, hospital, and a center for community lectures,
concerts and other cultural activities.
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The Ottoman Empire Israeli Occupation

In Palestine, Friends work began in 1869 with a
number of small schools for girls in the villages
surrounding Ramallah. In October 1889, Friends
Girls School was officially opened. A Boys Training
Home was founded in 1901.

First World War

Turkish and later British troops occupied school
buildings and British troops used the Boys School as
a hospital in 1917.

British Mandate

Electric light was first used at the schools in 1923 and
male students first took the Palestinian Matriculation
examination in Jerusalem in 1926.

Nakba/ Catastrophe 1948

The Friends Meeting House and both campuses
became the temporary home for refugees. Student
numbers swelled to accommodate refugees from
the coastal cities and the White Gifts program was
instituted to give foodstuffs and money to refugee
families.

Jordanian Rule

The School had a relatively peaceful life during the
Jordanian period from 1948-1967.

The boarding sections in both schools were closed
as students from neighboring countries were no
longer able to come. In 1990, the campus of the
Girls School became a co-educational Elementary
School and Kindergarten and the campus of the
Boys School became a co-educational High School.

Palestinian National Authority

Following the Oslo agreements, the uneasy peace
brought greater stability to the School. The second
Intifada began in September 2000 and RFS became
exposed to a new level of violence with sequences of
nightly shelling from Israeli tanks and light artillery
and attacks by helicopter gunners. Following the
Israeli pullout from parts of Ramallah and El-Bireh in
2003, School services have remained uninterrupted.

Modern Day

In 1999, the School became accredited by
the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO),
offering students in Palestine for the first time an
IB Diploma Program. Today, after receiving the 1B
authorization of the Middle Years Program (MYP) in
2012 (for grades 6 through 10), and the Primary Years
Program (PYP)in 2018 (for grades LKG through
5th), RFS is recognized as an IB World School.

Progress and resilience continue to distinguish RFS
as an “oasis of hope” for the Palestinian people. In
2019, together as one community, Ramallah Friends
School celebrates its 150" anniversary.
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QUOTES FROM PREVIOUS LEADERS/” ALUMNI

“The RFS not only trained outstanding leaders of national and global standing, but more
importantly, they have provided generations of Palestinians with the knowledge, skills and
values enabling them to become better humans.”

Hanan Ashrawi - Class of 1964

Palestinian Legislator, Activist and Scholar

“It constituted a turning point in my life, I am not praising the school, it’s just that I was
drowning at that point and all of the sudden I found myself at the shore of safety and security,
it was very healthy, very welcoming, very loving environment for me at the Friends,
everybody was supportive, which I wasn’t used to then.”
Wafa’ Darwish - Class of 1973

English Literature Professor at Birzeit University

“I can’t forget Ethics classes with Jean Zaru, where she taught us what she used to call the
Golden Rule; Treat people the way you want them to treat you, and till today [ take it in mind.”

Anan Bargouthi - Class of 1991
RFS Physics Teacher

“I was only 16 and the RFS encouraged my desire in producing a Palestinian heritage

themed fashion show. It was a pivotal moment that boosted my confidence and showed me

that others believed in my uncommon passion for becoming a fashion designer someday. I

am grateful for the school’s support of such diverse interests and aspirations in its students.”
Rami Kashou - Class of 1994

International Fashion Designer

“We knew at the time that we were provided with the best educational experience in Palestine,
which affected our lives and professional careers.”
Ramzi Ewais - Class of 2001

Jewelry Designer

“If you are RFS alumni, you’re able to do anything”
Sa’ed Atshan - Class of 2002

Swarthmore College’s Peace and Conflict Studies Professor

“Ramallah Friends School counseling and strong education system gave me the opportunity
to be well prepared for university applications.”
Saher Ahwal — Class of 2009

Software Engineer at Microsoft

“The resources the school’s campus had, played a significant role and created what started
as a hobby and now became a profession; photography.”

Joseph Maybar - Class of 2012
Artist and Works in Photography

“Studying at RFS for six years was quite special to me. Not only was it strong academically,
but it also allowed me to develop as a musician. Mahmoud Amra, the school’s principal at
the time, allowed me to use one of the empty classrooms to practice my music during free
periods. This kind of trust pushed me to work harder and to realize that music is really what
I want to do.”
Nai Bargouthi - Class of 2014

Singer, Flute Player, and Composer
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QUAKER TESTIMONIES

MPLICITY
I S INTEGRITY

Friends believe 1 :
Friends believe that our
that the most :
: . words and actions
important things
Nt 5 must reflect our
in life aren’t
. truest selves.
things.
PEACE EQUALITY

Friends believe
that every
person 1s
equally beloved
by God, no matter

Friends believe

that there is
always a path
that brings peace,
justice, dignity and

respect. what.
COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP
Friends believe that Friends believe
we need each other, that all God’s gifts

are entrusted
to us for the
sake of future
generations.

since each and
every one of us
1s precious to our
community.
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Community

Friends believe
that we need each other,
since each and every one of
us 1s precious to our
community.
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Lour Yasin
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Fuad Shehadeh
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ONCE UPON A TIME
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GRADE 11A

Yasmin Awad Zein Abu-Hijleh
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Zena Sabbagh
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Sharaf Nasser Taleb Masri Yafa Omar Yara Barghouthy Zeina Khader
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Salem Tannous Tala Arafat Thair Baransi
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Seleen Darwish Taleen Ismail Quran
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Nour Assi Qais Barghouth
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UPPER SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Riyam Kafri AbuLaban Huda Faramand Mark Bauman
Upper School Principal Middle School Deputy Principal High School Deputy Principal

Hanan Saad Wafa Asmar
Office Manager Administrative Assistant

Nour Muaddi Fadia Rafidi

Administrative Secretary Secretary
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HEAD OF SCHOOL OFFICES

Adrian Moody Jumana Thalji Salim Zughayer
Head of School Administrative Assistant to the Head of School IT Manager

Financial Aid Coordinator

FINANCE AND HUMAN RESOURCES TEAM

Nafez Alkoni Diana Khoury Inas Al Taweel
Finance and Human Resources Manager Chief Accountant Deputy Chief Accountant

Sama Nasser Lamis Abunahleh Ahmad Anbar

Treasurer Human Resources Officer Accountant
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COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

Besan Jaawan Lama Murra Mohamed A. Daoud
Development and Communications Manager Communications and Alumni Relations Officer Graphic Designer

PROJECTS & FACILITIES MANAGMENT TEAM

Farhat Muhawi Hilal Sabaneh Amal Abu Nimreh

Facilities and Projects Department Manager Facilities and Projects Engineer Facilities and Projects Engineer

SUPPORT TEAM

Marwan Rabi

Mohammad Shneineh Naser Abu Rahmeh Samer Adnan Nassar Washaha
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Friends believe
that the most important
things in life aren't things.

FRIENDS SCHOOL




OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

FRIENDS SCHOOL

[UPPER SCHOOL |

YEARBOOK 2018-2019

SIMPLICITY

CHRISTMAS
WHITE GIFTS



%ﬁ CHRISTMAS %

& )
« P AMNTST

™
iy




YEARBOOK 2018-2019 | 97

WHITE GIFTS




98 | RAMALLAH FRIENDS SCHOOL

Integrity

Friends believe
that our words and actions
must reflect our truest selves.
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UPPER SCHOOL LIBRARIES
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Equality

Friends believe
that every person is equally
beloved by God, no matter

RAMALLAH
FRIENDS SCHOOL
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EQUALITY

1934
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Friends believe
that there is always a path
that brings peace, justice,
dignity and respect.

RAMALLAH
FRIENDS SCHOOL
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Stewardship

Friends believe
that all God’s gifts are
entrusted to us for the sake
of future generations.

RAMALLAH
FRIENDS SCHOOL
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SPORTS
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#Go_RFS #Winners

RFS Soccer Teams won big in Jordan, in the Kings Academy’s Soccer Championship with the Girls Team winning 2™
place and the Boys Team winning 3 place!

RFS Women’s Basketball Team won 1% place in the central school tournament of Ramallah & El Bireh schools organized
by the Directorate of Education.
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SCIENCE LABS
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BACK TO SCHOOL BONFIRE
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WRAP UP: 150™ ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
LETTER FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL
LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
LETTER FROM BOARD OF TRUSTEES
LETTER FROM FRIENDS UNITED MEETING
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WRAP UP: 150T™H ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
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WRAP UP: 150™M ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
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LETTER FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Yearbook Foreword 2018-19
It is my pleasure to write the foreword to the 2019 Ramallah Friends School (RFS) Yearbook.

This year we celebrate 150 years of education in Palestine. From small beginnings we have come such a
long way. The original vision of Eli and Sybil in the creation of our school was like the mustard seed. It is
smaller than all seeds but when it is grown, it is greater than all the trees (Mark 4:26-29). An idea with humble
beginnings can grow into something that is not only unexpected but is great. That is our school. They planted
a mustard seed - small, strong and steadfast enabling the inner light of all children to shine.

In our 150th year we pay special attention to the Quaker testimonies. The American Friends Service Committee
(AFSC) characterizes Quakers as reaching for the best in oneself and answering “that of God” in everyone.
Quaker testimonies are expressions of the commitment to put those beliefs into practice. When we live up to
our mission then these testimonies — Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, Community, Equality, Stewardship - permeate
the school. We believe that all people are equal before God regardless of who they are, where they come from
or what their social status is. Each person in our community is that of God to be nurtured. That is why we are
proudly an inclusive school. Our mission can be summed up in these words

Realize Potential / Fulfil Dreams / Share Hope

Our students enjoy numerous advantages at RFS, but perhaps more important than any is the support
they receive from staff, parents and friends of the school. As Friends we strive to use God’s gifts wisely.
These gifts include our talents and our possessions. This book is a snapshot of life at RFS and in one
way demonstrates what RFS stands as articulated in our mission and values. We believe our values are
paramount in guiding us in our day to day life. Ours is a diverse community and we appreciate and celebrate
the fact that we are all different and celebrate each day our differences, our similarities, and our cultures.

Thank you to all who have contributed to our students’ achievements and successes in 2018-19.

Sincerely

Adrian Moody
Head of School
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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Friends,

Every year, [ struggle writing this letter to you. While s
I try to come up with some profound wisdom to share, .,
all that continues to come to my mind are the endless
to do lists that must get done by the end of the year.
For those of us who are in the trenches, it is difficult |
to reflect on the year, when we are deafened by the
demands of the daily school life.

On this sunny Sunday afternoon, my mind drifts to
grade 12 students who have two officials tomorrow
and my stomach takes a slight tumble as I worry for
them for just a minute. Then, I quickly remind myself
that they are working hard and that is the best they
can do. I just pray that they cultivate the results of this
hard work, because it has been a difficult year indeed.
Much like a marathon, and God knows that the last SK
are the hardest!

Then the teachers come to mind and their daily schedules. I am amazed that someone would choose to wake up
every morning to a job that entails working with other people’s children. Yet it seems to me that a teacher’s job
is still not fully understood. See I dream of a school that is run more like a hospital where teachers are treated
like surgeons, and the school structure offers a tiered staffing with attending, resident and intern teachers. A
place where teachers will find all the support they need from the moment they decide to become a teacher, to
the moment they retire. In return, they will give the students all the support that they need.

It is no secret that this year was particularly difficult, but it is also important to remember that we are a family,
and members of a family may disagree. Their disagreements are always rooted in love. So as you pick up the
yearbook and your children’s report cards at the end of the year, please take a moment to thank the teachers,
and pat them on the shoulder.

Along with challenges, comes achievement. This year saw a record number of acceptances for the graduating
class in top universities worldwide. We have secured many full rides and as of this moment, while I write this
to you, we have accumulated around eight million dollars in scholarships. Our female basketball team won
first place in the district championship, and the girl’s football team brought home second place in the regional
soccer tournament and the boys team came in third.

With the school year ending, we continue to celebrate our 150th anniversary. This in itself is a huge
achievement. A school that survived 150 years in the unstable and troubled history of Palestine is evidence of
perseverance, and steadfastness and a live witness of our presence in this land. At RFS one cannot help but feel
like they are part of something bigger.

As an alumnus of the school, it is truly a unique opportunity to serve our community. I feel like I have
become a mother of seven hundred plus students overnight. I feel blessed to come in every morning to see all
the smiling faces. Thank you for your continued support, patience, and trust. I hope to continue to serve our
community to the best of my abilities.

In Friendship
Dr. Riyam Kafri AbuLaban

Upper School Principal
May 5%, 2019
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LETTER FROM BOARD OF TRUSTEES

By Samer Shehadeh — Clerk of the Board of Trustees

Ramallah Friends School celebrates 150 years in 2019. I am proud of our school not just because of its age.
Quaker education in Palestine has achieved much despite all the challenges of educating under occupation.
Ramallah Friends School started in the occupation under the Ottoman Empire, then the British, Jordan and
is still till now occupied. How does a school, a community, and a country under such permanent occupation
survive let alone thrive and allow for hope and dignity to immerge with students rooted in Quaker Values to
lead its community into the future?

It’s a partnership of respect between the international Quaker community of Friends United Meeting and the
Palestinian community. A 150 year old partnership that has allowed for trust and respect to develop between
the communities. We stand together for human dignity and peace for all. I am proud to lead this relationship
as Clerk of the Board of Trustees. My long term relationship involves generations of my family. A school
where my mother attended, I attended and my children have attended. A school I wish my grandchildren to
attend. I value the influence the school has had upon my family, and community. The trust that this school
provides for all Palestinians has enabled a future for Palestinian leadership to seek the best education possible
and return to give back.

Developing a school such as ours embodying the Quaker values is complicated. We offer the best of international
education. We are an IB World school which is an achievement ensuring the standards for those students who
wish to apply to Ivy League schools. Our students not only succeed but lead. We offer this in a community
which often struggles to afford the fees which are kept to a minimum. A community which is challenged by
occupation, suffering from depression and unemployment, struggling to put food on the table. A community
often under additional pressures of simply getting their children to school through road blocks and obstruction.
We are divided between the West Bank and Gaza and isolated from each other. We have been occupied until
we no longer know what it is to be unoccupied, struggling to ensure the prolonged occupation does not lead to
the wrongful annexation by the occupier. A teaching community isolated from other leading schools around
the world. Yet together we succeed. We are Sumoud.
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LETTER FROM FRIENDS UNITED MEETING

In this 150" anniversary year of Ramallah Friends School, I’m reflecting on the
events that led to the founding of the school.

I’m trying to imagine the encounters that Sybil Jones of China Maine had when she traveled among the
Christian villages in the hills north of Jerusalem in 1869. I’'m imagining her delight in meeting the girls and
women, with their beautiful embroidery and their infectious smiles. I’'m imagining her heartbreak at hearing
that these women had limited access to education, and couldn’t teach their daughters to read.

And I’m imagining the response of the Quakers back home in New England, when Sybil returned to tell her
stories and share her concerns. These Friends felt keenly what Sybil had also felt — that when one member of
the body of Christ suffers, all suffer, and when one member rejoices, all rejoice together. And so together they
committed themselves to provide access to education for the girls of the Palestinian hills.

Now, 150 years later, Friends are still joined together in a global fellowship of solidarity and commitment, in
which the things that happen in one place, affect us all. Ramallah Friends School continues to be a focus of the
prayers and sacrificial giving of Quakers from around the world. In this anniversary year in which we reaffirm
the Quaker identity of the school, the commitment of Friends remains as strong as ever.

Friends United Meeting is proud to serve as the institutional home of RFS, and we do so as a sacred duty on
behalf of the worldwide community of Friends. God has truly blessed the efforts of those who have gone before
us, and has entrusted to us the care of this special school for this reason, for the sake of those who will come
after us.

To the graduating class of 2019, I say this: be faithful to the trust that this school, with its extraordinary history,
has placed in you. Be the unique and precious person that God made you to be, because God needs you to
be authentically yourself. Go into the world and make it a better place. Hold tenaciously to that vision of the
Peaceable Kingdom of God that you glimpsed during your RFS years. Make your school and your community
proud. Give back to those who invested in you, and pay it forward by investing in others. Be the Sybil Jones
of your generation.

In Christian love,
Eden Grace

Director of Global Ministries
Friends United Meeting
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LETTER FROM PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
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