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Dear Friends

| trust this message will find you in good health. | am sure that in your homes, the
topic of Coronavirus is central to your family conversations. | am also sure that you are
looking to the school to better understand how we plan to keep your children safe. The
safety and protection of our students is our top priority and it is the root of everything we do.

In the past two weeks we have taken several measures that are both educational and
precautionary. Our approach on this recent outbreak is to raise awareness, educate
students and faculty, and increase protective measures within the school that are already in
place.

Firstly, it is important to understand that this is the winter season, and viruses are on
the go everywhere. It is notable that this year, we experienced a larger number of student
and teacher absences due to illness than in past years. And the number of consecutive day
absences is also high in both students and teachers. | am in fact writing you this letter, while
I am on sick leave having caught the flu for the fourth time in two months. | share this
information with you, because we strongly believe that awareness is necessary, but also as
a reminder that the winter season is often inundated with sickness.

The coronavirus outbreak, however, is slightly different and requires us to be more
vigilant in self and general hygiene practices. So below | summarize for you what measures
the school has taken. Please note that all these measures are common practice for the
school, but are being focused on further:

1- The school follows both Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education updates on a daily
basis. All measures we take are based on their instructions.

2- All classes have been supplied with hand sanitizing gel, we also placed hand sanitizing
gel outside every bathroom, the libraries, teacher’s lounges and in administrative

offices. Please remind your children that hand sanitizing gel is not to be played with
and to be used responsibly.

3- Soap and bathroom supplies are being monitored closely. Please remind your children
that tampering and vandalizing soap dispensers is absolutely prohibited and will be
handled with firm disciplinary measures.

4- Bathrooms, libraries, cafeteria and all places that are being used by large numbers of
students at a time continue to be on a cleaning schedule, with the added use of extra
antiseptics that will ensure sanitation.

5- As usual students and teachers with a fever higher than 37.5 C will be sent home.

6- As per MOE and MOH instructions, all school field trips, conferences, and sports events
that require traveling and being present with large groups have been suspended until further
notice.

7- Informational posters will be placed around campus with instructions on protective
measures by next week.
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What we would like you to do at home:

1- Please make sure your children are practicing self hygiene: washing their hands for at
least 20 seconds regularly, bathing on a regular basis.

2- Please talk to your children about not sharing food and drinks with their friends.

3- Please wash uniforms and jackets regularly, and encourage your children to change their
school clothes as soon as they get home.

4- When your child is sick, please keep them at home and inform us of their absence
through StudentAbsent@rfs.edu.ps

5- Please see your family doctor as soon as you or your children start feeling ill, and have
symptoms of high fever. While we tend to muscle through flu symptoms, now is the time to
become extra careful.

I will share with you our pedagogical approach on raising children’s awareness on viruses in
general and the Coronavirus in particular in a later communication along with links to all the
educational videos we have been sharing with students.

If you have any further questions and concerns, please contact me at rkafri@rfs.edu.ps

In Friendship
Dr. Riyam Kafri AbuLaban
Upper School Principal

www.rfs.edu.ps
Upper School Tel: +970 2 295 6230 | Fax: +970 2 295 6231 | upperschool@rfs.edu.ps FOUNDED IN 1869



UPPER SCHOOL

www.rfs.edu.ps
Upper School Tel: +970 2 295 6230 | Fax: +970 2 295 6231 | upperschool@rfs.edu.ps FOUNDED IN 1869



