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https://vimeo.com/396257927/d23a303fc2

Dear Friends (Apologies for the long letter, please read as it contains important details)

| trust this letter finds you in good health. | am sure by now your EduNation accounts
are already receiving instructions from teachers for your children. Please do not panic, and |
say this not as a principal but also a mother who became really worried when my children’s
Edunation notification started ringing. With the state of emergency | have been very busy,
and | started to wonder how can | be a teacher, a mother, and a principal simultaneously. It
is so easy for the day to begin and end with no sense of structure or routine. But, friends,
please do not panic, and please be assured that we are trying to reorganize our school into
this virtual space, and we hope that every day we will get better at distance learning.

Over the past week, we worked tirelessly, teachers, heads of departments and administration
to develop plans for distance learning during the school closure. Below | am going to briefly
share with you the pedagogy we are adopting based on our research and conversations with
colleagues in other schools around the world who are also shut down due to the pandemic.
It is worth noting that through EduNation, we were able to hold meetings for all academic
departments using the platform's e-Classroom feature. Your children will be using this
feature to connect live with their teachers at least once a week during this closure.

At RFS Upper School we envision the distance learning happeningin a two pronged approach:

Self Paced at home work: according to studies on self paced home learning, self paced
assignments, that include some flipped classroom teaching, readings, writing, and worksheets
allow for deeper learning to occur. For older students, discussion boards may be used to
allow the engagement with peers going. Our teachers will use a combination of platforms:
EduNation as the official platform of communication, Khan Academy, Google Classroom and
Kognity (Grade 11).

Live E-Classrooms (weekly or bi weekly depending on the subject and the teacher): we are
asking teachers to make an effort to engage in live e-classrooms with students at least once
a week. The goal is to maintain the relationship between the students and the teacher and
make sure that both parties are held accountable to each other. For live e-class sessions we
will use E-Class on EduNation and Zoom.

We are trying to make this as organized as possible. Each grade level will receive a schedule
for their e-classes and a schedule for their assignments. We will send those in separate
communications to each grade level.



The materials sent by teachers will be based on the already set academic plans for each
subject. We came to this decision after extensive discussions with teachers. Our academic
program is an international one, and one that is cumulative; therefore we believe that
adhering to the already set academic plans can mitigate the loss of grade level content and
decrease any academic gaps in future years. What grade 12 students are required to know is
heavily reliant on the scaffolded materials given to them in previous years.

To be clear and completely transparent with you, distance learning is new to us as a school;
we came up with vision and an approach as fast as possible and in response to excruciating
circumstances, but we stand to learn from the experience of the coming few weeks. We ask
you to be patient and to encourage your children to give feedback to their teachers about the
experience as a whole. We also recognize that this is a time of crisis and parents are under a
lot of pressure, we are trying to keep the workload reasonable, and we welcome your
feedback on the number of hours your child is spending studying.

Engaging in distance learning is not optional. Students are expected to meet their
assignment deadlines. They are also expected to attend the programmed E-class sessions.
Please communicate with us on StudentAbsent@rfs.edu.ps if your child is unable to attend
an E-Class or meet an assignment deadline. We kindly ask that you specify the reason.

Grade specific communications with schedules and assignment due days will be sent
throughout the day today, Friday, and tomorrow, Saturday.

Below is the link that details how to join an e-class:

https://vimeo.com/396257927/d23a303fc2

More detailed instructions will be made available for each grade level as soon as they
become available.

Thank you for your patience and your understanding.

For technical support our computer teachers are ready to help. Please contact them
on the following emails with any questions:

Mohammad Abu Ayyash: mabuayash@rfs.edu.ps
Mohammad Dawoud: mdawud@rfs.edu.ps
Fadi Abu Farha: fabufarha@rfs.edu.ps

Ustaz Salim Zughayyar, the school’s IT Manager is available to help on the following email:
szughayer@rfs.edu.ps
Stay Safe; Stay Healthy

In Friendship
Dr. Riyam Kafri AbulLaban
Upper School Principal


https://vimeo.com/396257927/d23a303fc2



