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Ramallah Friends School Profile 2025-2026

HISTORY

Founded in 1869, the Ramallah Friends School began as a training school for
girls and is now divided into a coeducational lower school (historically the
Friends Girls School) and upper school (historically the Friends Boys
School). Emphasizing academic rigor and holistic development, the Friends
School teaches that students have a responsibility to their society, and the
school values the Quaker principles of simplicity, peace, integrity,
community, service, tolerance, and equality.

The Friends School has long been a fixture in the cultural and educational
landscape of Palestinian society and has played a significant role in the
development of a liberal, tolerant, and economically viable community.
Friends School alumni have been instrumental in creating economic, social,
and political improvements in Palestine, becoming top leaders and decision-
makers in the Palestinian government, business, and nonprofit sectors.

The Friends School is owned by Friends United Meeting of Richmond,
Indiana, and licensed by the Palestinian Ministry of Education. Launching its
IB Diploma program in 1999, the Friends School is the only International
Baccalaureate-accredited school in Palestine.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

The Friends School implements the International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme, Middle Years Programme, and Diploma Programme and
enhances this with Quaker-driven practices which stress the school values
of service, peace, equality and tolerance. In lower grades, instruction is in
both English and Arabic, and students take English as a second language
from kindergarten. As students progress through the school, more and
more courses are taught in English. By the time a student reaches the 9th
grade, coursework is given entirely in English. All students enroll in the
same classes until the 11th grade.

In the MYP, the Upper Campus provides a comprehensive, rigorous,
engaging curriculum aligned with all strands of the IBO standards and
practices, as well as subject-specific objectives. In the MYP, Arabic is
identified as Language A and English as Language B.
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Most Upper Campus students speak Arabic as their mother tongue (Language A). However, some students are bi-
lingual and may identify English as their mother tongue, even though it is not their native language. In the MYP,

these students are provided with extra support outside of the classroom in full coordination with the classroom
teacher.

In the DP, the language of instruction in all subjects is English, except for Arabic language courses (offered as both
Language A and B). Support in the English language is provided for students who still require extra help to
improve their reading and writing skills to succeed in the program. Students may study English as a language A or
B within the DP at both the standard and high levels.

DIPLOMA PROGRAMME ADMISSION:

RFS offers the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program for students in Grades 11 and 12. The DP is open to all
students, regardless of previous educational experience. Students may elect to participate in the DP program in
one of three ways:

a. Full IB Diploma Candidate
b. IB Course Certificate Candidate
c. A Non IB-examination student

In the spirit of the IB program and stemming from our vision and mission as a Quaker institution the school sets
course selection guidelines for students. We work with each student and their guardians individually attempting
to guide through this process with the hope that they will take our professional opinion into consideration when
making final decisions. We approach students holistically, taking into consideration personal interest as well as
academic ability.

Full IB Diploma Candidate

The two-year Diploma program provides students with a breadth and depth of rigorous academic study which
prepares them for university. Generally, higher level subjects reflect the student's area of special interest.
Standard level subjects complement the higher-level choices, but do not generally require the same degree of
specialized knowledge and understanding. Three additional program elements are Theory of Knowledge,
Extended Essay, and participation in the CAS Program.

IB Course Certificate Candidate

For students not pursuing the IB Diploma program, it is possible to register for individual IB subjects and
complete courses of study, including the IB Exam. Individual IB Course qualifications are issued and may be used
to help secure admission and advanced placement credit at certain colleges and universities.

Non - Examination IB Students

Students opting not to sit the IB Exams may still undertake IB courses because of interest in the subject matter
and the academic demands made by such subjects. Students gain experience and knowledge which will
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strengthen their ability to meet academic challenges at university. Successful completion of the courses will be

based exclusively on school assessments. Students can also opt to take the SAT I and CLEP examinations to meet
admissions criteria to universities and Palestinian Ministry of Education equivalency terms.

TAWIJIHI EQUIVALENCY

The Tawjihi exam is the Palestinian national post-secondary school examination that helps determine university
admission and course of study for public and non-IB schools. The Ministry of Higher Education at the Palestinian
National Authority grants the equivalence of the IB Course or the IB Diploma with the Palestinian general
secondary Course (Tawjihi) provided that the student meets the conditions.

2025 IB EXAMINATION RESULTS
TOTAL STUDENTS: 118 Candidates

DIPLOMA PASS RATE: 99.2%
RFS HIGHEST SCORE: 45
RFS AVERAGE SCORE: 36
WORLD AVERAGE SCORE: 30.4
IB DIPLOMA CANDIDATES: 95.7%

IB CERTIFICATE STUDENTS: 4.23%

COMMUNITY

All Friends School students are Palestinian and live in or near the Palestinian city of Ramallah, located ten miles
north of Jerusalem. Ramallah is a vibrant and economically prosperous urban city known for its cultural richness
and diverse population. The surrounding community comprises a mix of Palestinian families, expatriates, and
international organizations, contributing to a multicultural atmosphere. The school plays an integral role in the
community, fostering connections through initiatives like community service projects and cultural exchanges. Its
commitment to Quaker values, which emphasize peace, social justice, and equality, resonates with the local
context, and the school actively engages with these principles in its interactions with the community. This
dynamic relationship between RFS and its diverse, culturally rich surroundings contributes to a unique and
enriching educational experience for its students, promoting cultural understanding and social responsibility.

The Ramallah Friends School had primarily served the middle and upper-middle class segments of the
community. However, in line with commitment to inclusivity, the school has taken steps to diversify its student
body by offering financial aid support. This initiative has opened doors to a more diverse range of students,
reflecting the rich tapestry of Ramallah's population, which includes people from diverse backgrounds. Notably,
the school has earned recognition for its pioneering efforts in providing inclusive education to students requiring
learning support.

The upper school enrolls more than 800 students, approximately 20% of whom are Palestinian-American.

Students identify with a variety of religious beliefs including Islam and Christianity, and approximately 20% of
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students receive some form of financial aid. Between 7-20% of faculty and staff are international and most staff
are Palestinian.

GRADING & RANKING

The school calendar has two semesters. Each semester is divided into two marking periods. The grades of these
two marking periods equal 70% of the semester grade. The mid-year and final exams are worth the remaining
30% of the semester grade. The semester grades are recorded on the transcript.

A weighted grade point average is not calculated. The final semester averages are weighted based on the number
of hours the course meets each week. Due to the varying tracks of study available to students, and a Quaker
philosophy dedicated to encouraging student cooperation and minimizing academic competition, the Friends
School does not rank students.
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MATRICULATION HISTORY (2014-2025)

The following list represents matriculations of RFS graduates from the Classes of 2014 through 2025.

CANADA
Brock University
Carleton University*
Concordia University
McGill University
Queen’s University
Ryerson University*
Saint Mary’s University*
University of British
Columbia*
University of Guelph
University of Ottawa
University of Toronto*
University of Waterloo*
Wilfrid Laurier University*
York University*

EUROPE

American University of Paris
Bard Berlin

Barenboim-Said Akademie
CEU Cardenal Herrera
University

Charles University*
Conservatorium Maastricht
Constructor University
Bremen

Czech Technical University
Delft University of
Technology*

Ecole Hoételiére de Lausanne
Erasmus University College*
Erasmus University,
Rotterdam School of
Management*

ESADE, Spain

EU Business School - Spain
Freie Universitat Berlin

HAN University of Applied
Sciences

IBS International Business
School Hungary

IE University*, Spain

Jacobs University*

KU Leuven - Belgium

Les Roches Marbella - Spain
Lomonosov Moscow State
University

Marist College Italy

Near East University

Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti
Paraninfo Academia - Spain
People’s Friendship University
of Russia

Politecnico di Torino - Italy
Rhine Waal University of
Applied Sciences

Semmelweis University -
Hungary

SRH Berlin

SRH Heidelberg

Technical University of Berlin
UIC Barcelona - Spain
Universiteit Utrecht*
University College Cork -
Ireland

University College Dublin -
Ireland

University College Maastricht*
University of Debrecen*
University of Groningen
University of Klagenfurt
University of Nicosia
University of Szeged —
Hungary

University of Twente

MIDDLE EAST

Al-Quds University*

American University of Beirut*
American University of
Madaba*

American University of
Sharjah*

An-Najah National University*
Arab American University
Bard College at Al-Quds
University*

Bethlehem University*

Birzeit University*
German-Jordanian University*
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem*

Lebanese American University
RCSI Bahrain - Bahrain

Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland - Bahrain

Technion Institute of
Technology

University of Doha for Science
and Technology

University of Jordan*

Weill Cornell Medical College
in Qatar*

ASIA

HKU - Japan

Temple University Japan -
Japan

OTHER

American University of
Nicaragua

Bilkent University

Torrens University Australia

UNITED KINGDOM
Academy of Contemporary
Music

Atlantic Technological
University

Bangor University

Cardiff University*
Coventry University*

Hult International Business
School*

King’s College London
Kingston University*
Lancaster University
London School of Economics
Loughborough University
Oxford University
Plymouth University

SOAS University of London
University of Bath
University of Birmingham*
University of Brighton*
University of Chester
University of East Anglia
University of Edinburgh
University of Exeter*
University of Hull
University of Kent*
University of Leeds
University of Manchester*
University of Nottingham
University of Reading*
University of Surrey*
University of Sussex*
University of Warwick
University of Westminster

UNITED STATES
Appalachian State University
Bard College

Bellevue College

Bradley University

Brandies University
Brigham Young University*
Brown University

Bucknell University
California State Polytechnic
University

Columbia University
Connecticut College
Davidson College

Drexel University

Earlham College*

Emory University

Florida International
University*

George Mason University*
George Washington University
Guilford College*

Hanover College*

Harvard University*
Haverford College*
Hendrix College

High Point University
Illinois Institute of Technology
Indiana University at
Bloomington

Kenyon College*

Knox College

Loyola University Chicago*
Macalester College
Manchester University
Marist College
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology*

Middlebury College
Northeastern University
Occidental College*
Pennsylvania State University,
University Park

Pomona College of William
and Mary

Princeton University*

Rice University*

Saint Louis University
Saint Mary’s College of
California

St. Lawrence University

St. Olaf College

Stanford University*
Swarthmore College*

The University of Akron*
University of California,
Berkeley*

University of California, Los
Angeles

University of Delaware
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania*
University of Southern
California

University of South Florida
University of Toledo
University of Wisconsin,
Madison

Utica College

Valparaiso University
Virginia Tech*

Wesleyan University
Williams College*
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COLLEGE COUNSELING CONTACT

Nidal A. Ahmed

IB Diploma Programme Coordinator & College Advisor
Ramallah Friends School

Email: nquran@rfs.edu.ps | collegeadvisor@rfs.edu.ps
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