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Leen Tarazi's “Fruitacalo”

Milar Zaghal - “Palestine”

Mai Ziadeh & Juan Abu-Al-Humos - Sketches

Maya Ghawi - “Memories”

Jennah Aker - Colored Pencil Drawing

Tayma Shoaibi - “Little” & Juman Musallam - “My Sweet Grandmother”

Amar Nour & Lilian Jildeh - Paintings

Self Portraits Class of 2025

Jenna Masri - “Me & My Sito”

Hana Shqgairat - “Parallel”

Leen Nawahda - Painting

Nada Jaawan & Alma Shawa - Short Stories

Naya Bishara - “Glory” & “A Girl Unsure”

Mirna Rabah - “Time Travel”

Nadine Rukab - “Gentle Power”

Faris Musallam - “Trust” & Layanne Reziq - “The Forbidden Drawer”
& Saba Deeb - “Fear and Courage”

Nada Jaawan, Jennah Aker & Zein Ismail - Technical Studies

Salma Khalifeh & Juman Musallam - Sketches

Mariam Salah - 8 y=x=»

Sarah Abd-Al-Haleem’s Short Story & Laila Jaawan - “Dear Palestine”
& Alia Darali - “Friends”

Janan Rjoub - Paintings

Leen Nawahda - ¢ sll=ll 8 >l gidl grom Catisl ol 13be

Pamila Bro & Pierre Bro - Technical Studies

Pamila Bro - Self Portrait

Rahaf Abu Farha - ) duwuS

Jwana Abu Taa - Painting

Ziad Tesdell - “Tea on the Fire”

Anonymous - “A Disappointment”

Noor Kamal - “She asked” & Nadia Ghawi - “Writing”




Palestine is utterly beautiful. It is the Jerusalem newspaper with a cup of
Middle Eastern coffee on a Friday morning, its hills and mountains tinted
with the cries of those we lost. It is white walls with wrongly imprisoned
children spray painted on them. It is a good steaming falafel sandwich
while you settle in on the sidewalk. Palestine is its soldiers, protectors, its
children. It’s a ten-year-old boy throwing a rock at a tank three times his
size. It is a teacher brightening the mind of innocence. It is mothers
stopping you in the middle of the road to ask if you're looking for a
husband. It's home-cooked meals and trying to guess what’s for lunch by
the smell of the spices. It's hushed conversations at 3 am during shoor. It
is Fairooz and Em Kolthoom in the early hours of the morning. It is the
prayer from the mosque 3 blocks down. It is Ramadan lights lighting up
cities. It is a Christmas tree on the roundabout that brings people
together. The sounds of bells as clear as day. It is the sense of belonging
and togetherness. It's the smell of freshly bloomed Jasmine flowers
tainted with gunpowder. It is a stolen land aching for its owner. It's keys to
houses dusted with a promise. It's pain, cries of agony, and misery that
belts itself to every intake of air every time we lose another soul to
merciless hands. It’s being proud of being Palestinian. To be proud when
she holds up a peace sign and smiles while being kicked down to the
ground. It is the small acts that unite us. It is our roots that join us around
the table. It is the thobe with hand-knitted details. It is the dabke in
weddings. It is to listen with wide eyes while gripping the edge of our
seats as grandparents tell their stories. It is to raise flags in honor. It is
when every shop closes, plans are canceled and we go on strike out of
respect. Respect for those who died in Jenin, in honor of those arrested in
Jerusalem, and pride for the kids shot at in Deir Yaseen. Palestine is
beauty, pain, and tears. It is pride and fear. It is the dream of freedom and
the will to go to war for your people. Palestine is life itself. It is death.
Palestine simply is. 5
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School days have been some of the best days of my life. They
are like a valuable treasure. | still remember my first day clearly. |
cried. The memories of that day are crystal clear.

Some of my most memorable moments have been the ones
spent with friends, but each day in my school life has been magical.

Life at F.G.S was a learning experience. It gave me confidence
and motivation to grow. It is the place where | recognized my
uniqueness. It is through my school life that | realized | have the
talent of being an actor. | have been in seventh heaven. My grades
are as straight as an arrow. What my teachers taught me will stay
with me forever.

F.G.S is definitely the period where | found and learned a
great deal about myself. My teachers helped me learn dedication
and to value time. They showed us resilience during COVID and
online teaching, and pushed us to achieve our best. But the greatest
blessing has been my friends, with whom | share memories in the
classroom and on the playground.

“Time flies but memories last forever” In 2019, we buried a
time capsule with some of our dearest memories of RFS. | will always
remember the days when our bags were heavy, not our hearts;
when pencils were broken, not promises. | will always remember the
nicknames we gave each other, the stories we told each other about
our lives, and the way we pretended to be walking encyclopedias.

These countless memories light up my life and will be with
me forever. | cried then, on my first day, and | will cry again on my
last. But the tears are different. This time it is because | do not want
to go!






Juman Musallam
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Sweet peas make me bloom
Like a sky so blue

They make me remember the sunshine

| am but a little person and rain
Living my little life

Worrying about my little problems

And loving my little things

It is hard to describe to you

What it feels like

To be so tiny

And to be aware of how | am living
Within an ocean of people

In a gigantic globe

Painted by ancient history

Covered with many mysteries

And read about

Its enormous problems

To look upon the stars

And try to understand

How infinite this universe is

But when | zoom in

Into my little life

And think about the little people

Whom | love very much

To listen to my little music

To remember my little memories

And stare into the never-ending horizon
Of my little vision

| can tell you

That it feels euphoric

And the ecstatic feeling that was running
through my veins.

It was when | was with my grandmother
She was like no other

She admired and loved sweet peas
They made her feel so pleased

She loved their colorful range and how
they looked on trees

She reminded me of their beauty

And of their elegance, truly.

The endearing smile across her face
Made every room light up with grace
Her presence was one of a kind

And her heart was full of pride.

| wish | could show this poem to her

To tell her how much | love her.

| miss you so much,

My sweet grandmother.

Tayma Shoaibi
11th Grade
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When | opened my eyes | saw my Mom, my Dad, and my Grandma, |
was so grateful to be in this family.

My Grandma always visited us at home. We clicked and made a strong
bond. | visited her a lot and when | was one year old, | sometimes
stayed there by myself. | learned so many words and songs in German
like backe backe kuchen, the Haschen song, and more.

| went on a trip with my Mom and my Grandma to London when | was
one. | stayed with my Grandma, and she held me every day in the
garden, telling me the name of each plant and tree, speaking and
singing to me. “Wheels on the Bus” was one of my favorite songs. She
did all the moves! She told me stories, and she also kept training me to
walk which | ended up doing while she told me,“Hop 1234, hop 123
4! | learned to walk with my Grandma when my Mom went to the
university and we surprised Mom when she came back.

When | was six years old, | went to my Grandma each Thursday with
my family. She always encouraged me to read, and she got me the Jane
and Peter Ladybird collection which | read with her. | also was reading
Ra-Z kids with her and | became one of the best readers in my class.

My Grandma is the best! We always discussed the books, or she told
me more about the topic from her experience. She made me ask
questions and think out of the box. | wrote and drew three stories for
her when | was four and five years old, and she kept them and told me,
“These are originals, you will be a famous writer one day my Jenna
Maus.’

(continued) 10



She taught me to appreciate things, and she gave me many original and
unique stuffies and dolls from Germany, and lovely jewelry like a little
unicorn and nice earrings, in addition to a musical carousel which played the
Mozart piece. | kept going to my grandma every Thursday and sometimes
during the week and breaks, sometimes alone. She fed my mind with lots of
knowledge. Her home is filled with books everywhere you look, we talked
about many topics and she told me many stories from her times and when
she was my age.

When | was 10 years old and my grandma was 78, she was very tired and
sick. | kept holding her hand, helping her with everything, telling her “Hop 1
2 3 4! She always laughed.

When | knew that she was getting more tired | cried. | was sad and
frustrated.

On the 17th of December, 2022, my Grandma went to the hospital for five
days. | went to her two times on Saturday and Tuesday. She told me how
much she loved me and my siblings. | held her hand tight and told her how
much she meant to me. Wednesday the 21st at 10:45 pm was her last
breath. | did not know, for | was at my uncle’s house.

In the morning, my Mom said come sit beside me on the sofa and she told
me in a beautiful way that Sito (Grandma) is now one of the Christmas
angels. She is up in the sky watching out for you and your siblings all the
time and every Christmas she is preparing for Christmas Eve with the other
angels.

| miss her sooooo much. She is the best, she is strong and heroic, she is our
soul and heart, and we came through her to earth.

Information about my Grandma: My Grandma’s name is Gabriele Awartani,
she is German, she was born on 24/4/1944. She died on 21/12/2022. She has
two siblings. She is very kind and sweet and all of the kind and lovely words
you can say.

| LOVE MY GRANDMA!!!! .



More than I'd like to admit,
| wander off and change us into something we aren't.
But most times | realize it wasn't an imagination and that it’s all true.

I've always thought of us as beings

Not belonging to the human race,

But belonging to the universe we came from and will one day return to.

In truth, it birthed us but it left us, watching over as we look for it.

And with the eyes it gave me, | can’t help but watch our connection with it spark, as we
resemble it.

Because in our laughs | heard symphonies that we played with the instrument of our
vocal chords, as we gave them to our cheering audience of planets above.

In our eyes | saw the glow of the stars that illuminate the sky and the days of one
another.

In our blossoming smiles planted in the fore of our faces, | felt the expansion of the
universe meet no limits, as joy and new life arise.

Our smiles are synonymous with beauty and hope yet as contagious as the illnesses we
suffer.

And in our pulsing hearts | admired the sight of the shooting stars that race at the top.
Or the circuit of planets that never seem to get tired of chasing one another.

In the colors we contain and the ones we express, that seem to part and unite us, |
watched the eclipses and sunsets align, painting a new canvas every evening.

In our faults and temper | heard the outraged collisions of asteroids, extending dust and
newfound tension into the depths of the established peace.

In our souls, | realized their underlying purity resembles that of the clouds, candescent
wherever they travel gracefully.

Ethereal and blissful, innocent as dark as they may seem.

In our existence, | realized we are infinites.

All that we take or leave behind.

In ourselves | see spirits that crave freedom and eternal rest.

Longing for the weight on their shoulders to evaporate.

To meet satisfaction and shake its hand.

To breathe in the new air once the choking pressure is released.

And to posses the time to witness the seasons warp and bond together. Spirits that
want to achieve the impossible.

Perhaps a talk atop the moon.

Or a silent walk along the rings of Saturn.

Far away, with no return or way back.

We long to be alone, parallel to the universe. 12
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Days and days of just sitting there, doing absolutely nothing but trying to enjoy the
company of my colleague.

She’s very quiet, not talkative at all. | like her but she’s so boring! First of all, she has no
confidence at all. Sometimes she says I'm “self-centered,” but | just know my worth. It’s
not my fault I'm used more often.

| think she’s jealous. Poor thing. | think she should be thankful that both of us are the
most used around here,

When | wake up, | am already greeted with excitement. Breakfast is the most important
meal of the day. If it's a busy school day, | am less likely to be used, which is annoying.
Then we wait. My colleague usually spends her time staring into space while | actually
socialize with everyone around me, We all lead interesting lives.

Today, | went to check on the coffee machine because he’s sick. He's very old so this is
normal. He said he might be replaced but | doubt it. The members of this family are all
hoarders.

Then, it’s time for lunch. | am almost always used at this time, and sometimes my
colleague isn't. So | do her a favor and tell her about what she missed out on. Instead
of thanking me, she says I'm “too talkative.”

Dinner is the same as lunch.

And at nighttime, | am forced to spend the whole time with my colleague. | tell her
about my day, about my friends, and about all my plans. She barely shares anything
with me. | feel bad for her and her boring life; she never has anything to talk about.

| have an interesting life as a salt shaker, and she is a pepper shaker, so why is her life
so boring and different from mine?!

There | was, another day where | just sat on that table and listened to my colleague,
who's always telling me how boring | am, and how | never have anything interesting
happening in my life, because he, on the other hand, always has some sort of
excitement in his life. Honestly, I'm jealous.

Today, Salt was talking to me again, telling me the same thing over and over again.
“You're really boring.” However, around lunchtime, Salt was picked up and was given
a shake, nothing new. but to my surprise, | was also given a shake! | was shocked, and |
could tell by the look on his face, Salt was also shocked, yet he wasn’t happy. | looked
at him with a smile on my face, and laughed.

| don't understand why he was upset. He’s always being used, and I'm always sitting
there watching, and | don't say anything or look at him even though I'm jealous.
Anyways, today was a great day, We were sprinkled on a delicious lunch, and that was
it.




Naya Bishara
Oth Grade
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