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Histo r y : F la s hba c k

School Mission
Guided by Quaker principles and values, enriched by being in Palestine, and strengthened by collaboration
within the school community and with external partnerships, Ramallah Friends School (RFS) offers children and
youth with an academically rigorous, balanced, engaging and inclusive learning environment of the highest
quality standard, every day.
We inspire our students to become a living expression of a spiritual life, and be in constant search for God in all
human situations. By doing so, we nurture confidence and intellectual curiosity through experiential learning
and innovative application of knowledge and skills, enabling our students to become independent, adaptable
but principled, socially responsible, and internationally-minded citizens.
RAMALLAH FRIENDS SCHOOL strives to be a leading educational institution in the Palestinian community. The
Lower and Upper Schools were founded in 1869 and 1901 respectively, for the purpose of offering Palestinian
youth a rigorous program guided by Quaker principles.
Central to Quaker education is a vitality that comes from being a living expression of a religious life. A Friends
School education seeks to promote a constant search for God to all human situations and to cultivate ethical,
moral and spiritual values.
Ramallah Friends School is committed to:
Excellence In Education
Quaker education calls for high academic standards and a willingness to experiment with new methodology and
curricula.
Developing the Whole Person
Quaker education is committed to helping each member of the school community realize his or her physical,
mental, spiritual, and social potential. It recognizes that every person is different, with varying abilities that must
be developed to the full extent possible.
Helping Each Person Recognize Their Responsibility to Society
Quaker education is committed to helping each person recognize her or his responsibility as a caring member of
the school, community, nation and global family where “each lives for the other and all live for God”. The Friends
School is committed to nurturing character traits such as integrity, simplicity, honesty, cooperation and
compassion. We believe in and encourage freedom of thought and expression. We expect, however, that this
freedom be enjoyed with a full sense of responsibility. Quaker education advocates non-violence as a viable
option for resolving conflict in every aspect of life. These values are best learned through experience as students,
teachers, parents, staff and administrators interact with each other.
Equality
Quaker education believes that all people are equal before God regardless of gender, creed, culture, color or
social status. Since our beginning, we have focused on the education of women to develop their potential and
realize their opportunity to be equal members of their community. Quaker education is built on the belief that all
are children of God and that within each person here is that of God to be nurtured.
It is upon this foundation that Ramallah Friends School students grow to be strong and sensitive members of
their families, their community and the world in which they live.
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Q UA K E R T E S T I M O N I E S

Simplicity
Friends believe that the
most important things
in life aren’t things.
Equality
Friends believe that every
person is equally beloved
by God, no matter what.
Integrity
Friends believe that
our words and actions must
reﬂect our truest selves.
Stewardship
Friends believe that all God’s
gifts are entrusted to us for the
sake of future generations.
Peace
Friends believe that there is
always a path that brings peace,
justice, dignity and respect.
Community
Friends believe that we need each
other, since each and every one of
us is precious to our community.
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COM M UN IT Y

5

GRADE

Adam Awwad

Amir Ghazal

A

Adam Helles

Alma Doqmaq

My school is ancient and its nature is
beautiful. It’s old and tall amazing trees
have stood for so many years. However, I
am sad that I am leaving this special school.
Happy Birthday to my amazing school!

My school is special. It’s fun to learn
here by lovely teachers and play with
my cool friends. I’m excited to go to
the upper campus. My school is so
special and historical.

Basel Abu Ein

Christel Arbid
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Elias Husari

Fawzi Salameh

Jana Saidam

Kamal Shamshoum

Lamar Jarallah

Lour Al-Jaber

I love Ramallah Friends School. I have
been here for 6 years. Fifth grade is the
best. Happy Birthday to my
special school!

Happy Birthday to my extraordinary
school! I will miss it! RFS is such a fun
school. I made so many special friends
that I love so much. I also love all my
amazing teachers that taught me so
much! I love RFS!

This school planted a seed of hope and
dreams in our hearts. Most importantly,
it let us discover our personalities.
Happy 150th Birthday to this special
school

Mike Abadallah
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5

GRADE

A

Omar Ali

Noor Ali Ahmad

Nour Karam

My school is very special because it’s
one of the oldest schools in Palestine.
It’s 150 years old. It has taught me so
much! Happy Birthday RFS!

I love this school so much. The students are so
lucky because the teachers and the students
are all so fun.Happy 150th Birthday to my
special school!

Reina Zeid

Rene Shaheen

Rimas Abu Alhummous

Sarah Abu Baker

Sophie Kassis

I love my school because it has a
special nature. It has old trees and

I love my school so much. I’m happy
because I’m growing up and going to the
RFS Upper Campus next year. However, I
am sad because I’m leaving it. I will miss my
teachers.

My school is very ancient. I will miss my
beloved teacher, I will be sad because
I won’t be able to see my teachers, but
I will still be happy that I will still go to
RFS upper campus.

Happy Birthday to the school that is
now 150 years old.
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Tia Khoury

Yasmeen Madi

Yasmine Muhawi

RFS is one of the best schools in Palestine. It’s
a piece of my heart that I will miss loads. We
learned that we are all the same even though

RFS is the best school for me. This year we
are going to celebrate the school because
it’s her 150th birthday. I will miss it, its
amazing teachers, and wonderful friends.

school that is 150 years old.

Zaina Bandak

Ziena Awad

RFS is an ancient and a special school. Fifth
grade was happiness! It was great because
I was taught by awesome teachers. Every
day I love to look at its beautiful trees and
green nature. Happy 150th Birthday RFS!

My school is one of the most ancient
and amazing schools in Palestine. My
brother graduated from it and hopefully
so will I. Happy Birthday RFS. You’re now
150 years old!
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5

GRADE

B

Adam Abu Homos

Adam Ghunaim

Ali Othman














Ali Zamareh

Angeline Sababa

Bana Khalil

 

 


Ramallah Friends School is the best school
ever! It has the best teachers ever too. I
think it is the best school in the whole
entire world because it has so many
exciting things to do.

RFS is a very special place for me this year. It is
150 years old. It’s my last year at this school.
I’m going to miss music class because we
don’t have music at the Upper Campus. I will
miss all my lovely teachers that helped me
grow into a caring and intelligent student.
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Celina Shihadeh

 


Grace Karkar
This year is the anniversary of the Ramallah
Friends School. It turns 150 years old. This school
has helped me learn so many things in these
years. I became fluent in Arabic, and I am so happy
to be a part of this celebration. Happy Birthday!

Lewis Musallam




Dalia Khoury

Farhan Abuleil










Joyce Halteh

Layth Treish






The RFS is one of the best schools in
Palestine. All of our teachers are
hardworking. Most importantly, we are one
big family and everybody respects each
other. RFS is by far the best school ever!
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GRADE

5

B

Mohammad Hijazi
Ramallah Friends School is so special.
I like my school because me and my
friends play soccer together. I love my
freinds and teachers. I am going to miss
this school so much!

Salma Zaqtan
Our school is an amazing school. It’s really
big, and it’s really old. It’s celebrating its 150th
year this year. I can see all my friends here. We
study hard, and we cheerfully play in recess.
I love my school so much!!!

Maria Jaddou
The RFS taught us to respect. If you
respect yourself, you can respect
others. Respect is the most important
thing in my school. I love RFS!!!

Nazih Qourah

 




Taleen Hamadalla
 


  

Mitry Zakkak
 

 
 

Qais Jubeh
Ramallah Friends School can help me make my
dream come true. My dream is being a soccer player.
Dreams can come true if you put a lot of effort. RFS is
150 years old. For all these years, it has been helping
numerous people make their dreams come true.

Yahya Abuhashhash
RFS is something that’s hard to describe.
It is a best place to find friendship. I’m
going to miss my teachers at the Lower
Campus, but at the same time I am
Happy to go to the upper campus.
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Yara Ghannam





Yara Jaddou

Yasmin Wahbeh

Our extraordinary school is the RFS. My
mom was even a student here when she
was a student. I will miss my teachers and
friends when I graduate. I would love that
my kids be in this school in the future.

RFS is an awesome school. School is the place
where I met all my friends. We love each other, and
we have fun every day when we see each other.
Friendship is the best part of my special school.

Zaid Nassar
In my opinion, RFS is so special in many
ways. I love to come to school every day
to see my awesome friends and my
amazing teachers. Happy 150th Birthday
to my special school.

Zeid Qarout
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5

GRADE

C

Abdallah Touqan

Adam Almohor

Dalia Dar Yousef

When I heard that I’m going to leave
the school, I was happy and sad, sad
because, I have a lot of good memories
here. I’m going to miss everybody.

Our school has been educating students
since 1869 - meaning 150 years!!! My
school has taught me a lot of stuff. Next
year I will be at the upper campus which
is very different than this school.






Elias Habash






Fares Safi






Faris Awwad
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Jessica Dar Yousef

Jude Darwish

Kareem Alzir

 




Lower School is one of the oldest schools in
Palestine. I am a student who spent seven
years in it, and I think that it is a wonderful
place. That’s why I adore my school.

I love my school because it’s ancient and it
taught me many things like respecting others
and like having integrity. I can say happy
birthday to my school for the 150 years.

Kinan Al-Khatib

Lamar Zaher

Loui Mustafa


 



I spent 7 years in the Friends School.
I love it so much because it made me
who I am today. I love the teachers
very much.

I am excited to graduate and for the
150 years birthday for the school. We
will make a carnival and the time
capsule, and I will be sad a little
because I will miss my teachers.

Lour Daibes
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5

GRADE

C
Maya Khalil

  


Mia Dabis
I spent 5 years in this beautiful school. My
childhood is in it but now I’m leaving and I
wish I can stay. This school raised me and
taught me lots of things. Happy 150th birthday!

Nada Aida

Saji khalil

Sami Kassis

















Sari Al-Sabi
We are very excited about the time capsule
because students will be creative in choosing
the items, and after 25 years, the new
generations will explore what we kept in it. I
am looking forward to come back as an alumni.

Sima Durzi
150





Taj Shneineh
Our school is 150 years old and that
makes me happy to be in it. It taught
me a lot of things, and I will be sad that
I am leaving the school next year.
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Tala Salameh
This year is the year that our school
turned 150 years old. This school taught
lots of students who turned into special
people around the world. And I will be
missing it when I go to the upper school.

Talia Aldwaik

Teya Khalidi










Tia Jaber

Wisam Tannous

150 years full of history. I am proud to
be a part of this amazing school, a
school that teaches us how to be great
humans before teaching academics.
150 years full of great achievements
and graduating successful people.

I love my school because it made me
who I am now. I made friends with many
children and teachers. I do feel sad
leaving it because I have some very good
memories in it
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5

GRADE

D

Abdel Kareem Albarghouthi

Elias Sabat

Fares Matoor





What makes my school stand out is that it
has a very unique environment and
friendly campus. My school is very old and
is celebrating its 150th birthday this year.
Attending RFS is a dream for me.

My school is special. I love all my friends
at this school. RFS is an amazing school
that taught me and all my siblings.

Habeeba Ashqar
Attending school at RFS has been amazing!
I’m excited about the graduation. I’m going to
the RFS Upper Campus next year. This makes
me anxious and excited at the same time.

Ibrahim Aldarsa




Jad Salama
Attending RFS has been an amazing
experience because I made so many friends.
Also, this school cares so much about taking
care of the environment. I’m going to miss
this campus because I’m going to be at the
upper campus next year.

YEARBOOK 2018-2019 | 19

Jawan Sharif





Khalil Khader





Layan Taher





Kareem Abu Ajamia

Kareem Nasr

My school is 150 years old. I am proud to be
a student in the Friends School. It’s amazing
to be able to study in this old school and as
we learn many skills and work together for
better learning.

I will miss RFS Lower Campus because of all
the good memories. I may not have spent as
much time as other students because I entered
the school in third grade. However, I still have
many nice memories, If I had to pick one
school in Palestine, I would choose RFS.

Layla Rafidi

Lana Barghouthy

RFS is the place that I love to be. I make
beautiful friends all the time here. We
have a colorful classroom with smiling
teachers. This year my school is having a
150 year celebration. My school is special
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5

GRADE

D

Marisa Ackall





Nasser Mohammed
My school is very unique. This year we
are doing a time capsule because it is
150 years old. After 25 years, the future
kids will open it to see the history and
the memories.

Lour Abu Lail

Lour Abu Shabana

 









Maya Hamdan

Mohammad Al-Jamal

In my opinion, RFS is special. Not only
does it have beautiful nature and very
special teachers, it is the place where I
made a lot of amazing friendships.

What makes my school extraordinary is
the nice teachers that don’t scream all
the time, the fun soccer fields that we
play on, and the clean classes that we
learn in.

Noor Mousa


PYP


Nour Dajani

RFS has fun activities that I adore. The
most unique thing in this school is that
you will find great friends. In addition, I
appreciate the teachers for how
cheerful and fun people they are.

YEARBOOK 2018-2019 | 21

Saba Melhem

Siraj Husseini

My school is special because it is 150
years old! It’s so fun to be in such an
old place. Even this year, we are making
a time capsule for the 150 year
celebration!

Tina Daibes






My school is special because it is an
environment friendly school. It is every
child’s dream to be in this school. It is
the place where friendship is made.

Yareen Mazzawi

Zaid Badran

What makes my school special is that it
is 150 years old. It has beautiful nature,
an ancient trees, and flowers
everywhere. However, the best thing in
RFS is friendship.
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4

GRADE

A

AbdulRahman Arafat

Aleen Karam

Alma Ghozzi

150


This year, we celebrate 150 years for
establishing our school. It is based on six
Quakers values. They are simplicity,
peace, equality, integrity, community
and stewardship.

I am very happy to be part of my Friends School.
150 years has passed and the school is still an
amazing place. The school is very known for its
Quakers values. I hope to come back to the
school after my graduation.

Alma Shawa

Alqasem Deek

Andre Kort

My school is turning 150 years. We are
burying a time capsule in April. This is
going to be so much fun. I am so excited
for the idea of the time capsule. I wonder
what will everybody put inside it.
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Catherina Stephan

Dina Awad

Francois Albina

My school is very special as we learn many
things through inquiry. At school, we care
about the environment and work on keeping
our school green. I can’t imagine another
school that is better than my school.





Ramallah Friends School is a great place.
We learn, play and make lots of friends.
We share common values. It is a very
good school!

Hala Samour

Ibrahim Muzaffer

Jude Ghosheh

This year, we are celebrating 150 years
to my school and the best thing that we
are doing Field Day that will include the
upper and lower schools. We are
participating with a dance and a song.

My school is 150 years old. I am proud to
be a student in the Friends School. It’s
amazing to study in this old school and as
we learn many skills and work together for
better learning.

My school is so cool and I do many things.
We have many after-school activities such
as Movie Club and Drama. We also read a
lot and do many artistic things.

Lilian Jildeh
My school is very old , it is 150 years old. It
has lots of values that help us to learn. I
am so excited we are going to do a time
capsule and we will open it after 25 years,
that is in 2044.
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4

GRADE

A
Mahmoud Abu Farha

Majeed Maayah


150


This year we are celebrating 150 years at RFS. I
am so lucky to be here. My wonderful teachers
are the bright lights in school. I hope I will be
there to open the time capsule after 25 years.

Malak Jaber

Laith AbuYousef

Nada Jaawan


150





150


20




Nour Joubran

Omar Totah

Teya Abu Hadid

My school is beautiful and clean. It is
the best school and my teachers are so
nice, lovely, caring and I like them a lot.
We learn together and help each other.


6


I am excited to be part of celebrating
our school’s 150 anniversary. Also, I am
proud to learn how our school had
been in the past, and still working on
improving education in Palestine.
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Tia Issaid

Ward Hamad

Waseem Hidmi

 150
25




150


My name is Waseem. My school is 150 years
old and is the oldest school in Ramallah city.
I love my school and my teachers as they
give me the chance to learn many things.

Waseem Qanzu'a

Yaqoub Mustaklem

Yasmine Ali

I love my school so much. My school is
always clean. I love my teachers as they
help me learn and inquire. We apply the
Quakers values in our school.

My school is special because it provides
education and activities that no other school
in Palestine does. I am also excited that my
school is celebrating the 150 years this year.



150
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4

GRADE

B

Ali Oury

Alina Abdelnour

Basel Al-Azzeh

My school, Ramallah Friends School, is the
best school in Palestine. My grandfather
had been a student at this school. I love it
and I am proud of my school. “Happy
Anniversary- 150 years”!

My school is very special to me because I
learn something new everyday. I enjoy Art
classes, playing with my friends and sharing
memories together. I thank my teachers for
their support and help.

I would like to talk about the 150 anniversary of
our school. It means a lot to me to be in a
historical school. I like the Friends School because
of my good teachers and friends, and it is a School
friendly to the environment.

Basel Daher

Carine Izz

Carine Wakileh

At my school, Ramallah Friends School,
we do many activities and learn many
things. I love my school.




 

My school is now 150 years old. In school, I
learn many new things and gain new
information. My school has strong values like
simplicity and respect. I love my school; it is
very special to me!
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Ghassan Abu Dhaim
I am so proud of my school for being for 150
years in Ramallah. Many students learned at
my school. We learn many things like
English, Arabic and Math. I love my school.

Issa Qahoush
150



Jiries Stephan
My school is my favorite school as I learn so
many things like Math, English, Arabic, Art ,
computer and music. It is a very special
school with special teachers.

Hala Al-Saify
150





Hana Shqairat
My favorite place in school is the art room. I
love it because it is the place where
students express themselves with colors in
different ways and that is why I love the art
room!

Jawad Makhlouf

Jiries Al Qassis

1869




I love my school so much. I am proud that
we are celebrating 150 years anniversary
and I wish the Friends School more
success.
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4

GRADE

B
Jude Filmon

Jude Khdeir


150

I am so proud to be a student at Ramallah
Friends School because it is number 1 in
Palestine. I have many friends at the school and
I always enjoy my time there.

Malak Masri

Munib Shehadeh

Natasha Aburdeneh


150











Omar Khuffash

Sameer Beshari

Sami Sayrafi


150






I like to play football and PS4 Fortnite. I like
my amazing school because it is the best
school ever and when I grow up I would
like to become a professional football
player.
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Sedar Abu Dhaim

Taleed Ghannam

Zaid Abu Thaher




150




I love my school for many reasons. First, I
enjoy my classes a lot because I learn new
things about the world. Also, I think my
school’s campus is very beautiful and has
lots of old trees.

Zaina Totah

Ziad Issa









150
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4

GRADE

C

Abdallah Al-Tarifi

Adam Al Mimi

Ahmad Ashwa

Do you know why I love my school? It
teaches me so much, and this year my
school’s age will be 150 years old. My
school is also environment friendly, and
it is the best school!

My school turns 150 years old this year.
There are 3 playgrounds at my huge
school. One playground is a big soccer
field, another is a small soccer field, and
the last one is a basketball court.






Anton Issa

Basel Saba

Bashar Nour

I love my school and my teachers very
much. I am proud to be at the Friends
School, because it is an ancient,
beautiful school.

I love my school and my class. My
school will celebrate this year its 150
anniversary. So, happy anniversary
Friends School.

Hi, this year the Friends School will be 150
years old. For the celebration, we will
create a time capsule. We are also planting
new trees in the school. Also, we will be
having a huge carnival at the school.
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Celiena Dawabsheh

Dania Saba'aneh

Fares Shaltaf






The first day in 2019, I was very happy, do you
know why? My school becomes 150 years old.
For this celebration, I want to congratulate my
teachers, students, and the school community.

The RFS has been built 150 years ago.
We are going to make a time capsule,
and inside it will be things from us. After
25 years, the kids will be in the school
and will open this capsule.

Jenna Stephan

Mohamed Nassar

Layan Sawafta

The school’s special day for its 150 year
anniversary is when we create the time
capsule. After a long time, we will open
this box to remember beautiful
memories we created.








Lourd Abu Hadid

150
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4

GRADE

C

Ronza Zeid


25


25

Nai Alfrijat
1501869




Saef AlBadri


SAT
IB


Nidal Jamous
1869
150



Saif Ghosheh
150





Saliba Zakkak

Samer Rukab

Sara Muhaisen

I adore my school because I do many
beautiful things in it. I get to play with my
friends, learn new things, and spend the
best time here. This school is the best
school!

I wish the best for my school on its
150th anniversary. My school is so big
and beautiful. It is also very old, and
that is so cool.

A school all over the world is a place
where people go to learn about different
topics. RFS is not only educating us, but it
is helping us prepare for real life by
becoming IB learners.
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Timothy Zanayed

Yasmeen Ashwa

PYP2019

2019

Yousef Abu Latifeh











Zain Hasan

Zayan Ghannam

150




I am so happy that my school is 150 years
old. I am so proud that the school is this
old and this makes the school one of the
oldest schools in Palestine.
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4

GRADE

D

Abdel Razzaq Salhi





Abdelkader Hijab

I love the school because I study in it,
and I love it because it is a famous
school. I am new here, but I feel like it
is my family.

Adam Hammad





Emile Massad

Faris Musallam

Grace Ziadeh

School is like a home to me, and this
year it is 150 years. You can learn so
much at this school, and it is a very
known school. It benefits me in so
many ways like about life.

In this year, my school turns 150 years
old. This year there will be celebrations.
I love my school because we have PYP
and Quaker values. I am going to be
sad when I go to the Upper Campus.
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Hassan Abushalbak

Jeena Abu Al Kheir

Juman Musallam

I love the school and all the learning
support teachers.

 


 




  

Khaled Abu Rub

Leen Onnab

Leen Ziadeh

My school is a large place that
I learn in. In my opinion, my school is a
second home for me. I see all my friends
in my school, and I play with them.


 






  

Luay Washaha
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4

GRADE

D
Marc Zaibak

Maya Barghouti



 


I love my school because it lets me learn
something that benefits me like telling the
truth, being honest, and thinking of everyone
and not just myself. It also gives me recess.

Melissa Musleh

Mira Zaher

Nardeen Natour

I feel that the school is beautiful and
clean. I am so happy Ustaz Tarek is back
this year. The teachers love us in this
school.

My school has many things like
buildings and classes. There is a
gymnasium, big and small playgrounds.
I love my school and all my teachers.

I love my school. We study English,
Arabic, Art and so many other subjects. I
love my teachers.

Natalie Ghawi

Omar Othman

Qosai Khalili

 


150

The school is my second home and my
second life. I feel happy about the 150th
anniversary celebration. I hope it will
continue to be historical and famous in
the world.

The school is very historical and I love
it. In my opinion, it’s the best school in
the world, and it helped me learn a lot
of new things. It even helped me be
very good at sports.
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Sameer Hanoot

Silina Natour

Tareq Badarneh







   
 

 


 


I love my school where I have good
teachers. I like my class so much, and my
classmates are good to me. I have
friends, and I love my school.

Tolay Badran

Xein Hosari

I feel very well in my school because it
teaches me PYP and PE. It benefits me,
and it helps me make friends. My school
is 150 years old.

Our school has beautiful trees and lots
of plants. In 2019, our school turns 150
years old. Our school has lots of
classrooms and we can learn in it.
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Abdel Wahab Almimi
 



A

Ahmad Al-Bishtawi

Ammar Abu Baker

My school is special because its 150
years old. The second special thing is the
plants and trees. We learn so many
things such as natural resources and the
solar system and many other things.

150



Bana Tahboub

Bashar Salameh

Caesar Bshara

My school is special because it takes
care of the environment and it is 150
years old this year. At school, I am able
to solve all my problems. I have many
friends at school.

 
150


I love school because we learn many
things. We have two recesses and we
have a bake sale which I love. We also
have the Open Day and this is special.
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Dalia Tawasha

Faris Shamieh

Hassib Kaileh

My school is special because we learn a
lot of things. It has trees and
playgrounds. We have fun when we
learn especially when we watch movies.

My school is special because it is 150 years
old. It has big playgrounds and the best
teachers and friends. I love the bake sale
and the fact that we have two recesses

Kareem Elayyan

Laia Husary

Lamar Barghouth

My school is special because it is 150
years old. We can play outside with
friends and we do what we want.

The school is special because it has the
Open Day and on that day we have so
many activities and food, we have fun.

150



 



Leen Osaili
My school is special because its
playgrounds are very big and the teachers
teach us really well. I wish my school
would become even more special.
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Lucina Salman




Lourdes Qafity

Luca Salameh







PYP 


Majd Shamieh

Maria Abdo

My school is special because the
buildings are nice. They take care of
flowers and plants at school and they
teach us how to take care of flowers.
We learn many things.


150


Mohammad Assi

Mohannad Shaltaf

Najla Karkar





My school is special because it’s very
old and it’s 150 years old. It is a very
beautiful school and I hope everyone
has a wonderful school like mine.

My school is special because it has
been here for many years. I love my
class and my classmates. I also think
it’s special because it has very nice
places in it.
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Qais Al-Ashhab

Qamar Haj Hasan








Tina Al Arouri

Tulay Halteh

The special thing at the school is that
all my friends are in my school. I love
the buildings in this school. Our school
is a clean school because we love to
take care of it.

My school is special because it is clean.
My school is special because it teaches
us to be friends with everyone. I also
love school because every Wednesday
we have a bake sale.

Tareq Asbah
I love my school because I have my
friends in it. We learn a lot in Arabic
and English and we have fun with our
friends.

Yasmina Abu Hummos

150
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Adam Awartani
I love my amazing school because all of
our classes are very fun such as, PE,
Computer, Art, and Problem Solving
classes. My school loves taking care of
Mother Nature. My wonderful and
beloved school is very special!

B

Ahmad Makhlouf

Dania Ibrahim





25



Dina Qishawi

Hala Lahlouh

Husam Mimi






I love my school so much because it is the
best school ever. I love my teachers such
as Ms. Manar and Ms. Nabila. When I grow
up, I will always remember it. I will
remember my lovely friends, and
wonderful teachers.
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Ibrahim Ayesh





Joe Hadid

Jude Quwarr

I love my school because it has a Problem
Solving class, and it has Quaker Values. All of
the boys and girls are very friendly and nice to
each other. Our teachers are also nice and they
teach us great things!





Khaled Assad

Laith Musha'sha

Layal Abdallah

This school is what made me smarter
and helped me to be who I am today.
This school is very amazing and it is in
my heart. I love my school very much it
is the best school ever!

My school is special because it has very big
playgrounds. It is 150 years old. Our school
helps us to solve our problems and it teaches
us many interesting things and has many fun
activities. Our school is the best school ever!

I love my school because it is very special
and beautiful. It has everything we need
such as the Problem Solving class and the
Environment Club. Our school has three
big fields and many beautiful gardens.

Lujayn Buwatneh
I love my school because it has hardworking,
kind, and special teachers. They teach us a
lot of interesting information. When we have
a problem, the Problem Solving class helps
us solve it in a healthy way.
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Mariareta Al-Asbah




Mas Safi
I love my school because I play with my friends
and I learn a lot of information in it. Our school
has beautiful gardens and tall ancient trees.
When we have a problem, we have a Problem
Solving class to help us solve it.

Mohamad Abdel Kareem

Noor Mjalli

Oday Musleh





I love my school because the way we care
about each other. Our classes are
awesome and our school is very beautiful.
The teachers are really nice and caring. I
love my school it is perfect!

My school is special because we have good
teachers and it is huge just like a maze. I like it
too because all my friends are in it. My school
is also a PYP school where it makes it very fun
to learn many new interesting thing.

Omar Hijazi

Rami Kuttab

Rateel Abu Hilal
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Saif Khalil

Samir Imseeh

Talia Zaid

My school is special because it has a
problem solving class. My school is 150
years old and it has PYP classes. My
school is an environment friendly school.
I think my school is the best school ever.

I love my school because I learn many
new things. It has a lot of big buildings
and it is very beautiful.

I love my school because it has an amazing history
and it is 150 years old. It also teaches us proper
manners to use in our daily life. It is an environment
friendly school. I hope that you can get the chance
to visit our beautiful campus if you didn’t yet!

Tina Atshan

Yasmeen Anfous
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C

Allam Kamal

Alma Khoury

Amin Tijani






Our school is special because it’s 150
years old. It is the only PYP School in
Palestine. Our school is special because
it’s unique and they plan fun trips for
us.

150


25

Andreh Abu Said

Atheer Hamad

Celia Hadid







FieldDay
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Christine Natour

Emeel Issaid

Joyce Qahoush

PYP 




PYP


Jude Nasr

Judi Al-Tarifi

Khaled Badwan

My school is special because it is 150
years old and it is the best school in
Palestine. I love my school it is very
special!

My school is very beautiful, it is 150
years old and it still exists. It has very
big buildings and has the best teachers
ever. I love my school!






The thing that makes our school special is
that it is the only PYP School. It is the
oldest school and it used to be “Girls”
school in the past. The teachers are nice
and they care for us.

Lourd Abu-Sbeitan
Our school is very special because it is
150 years old and the first principal for
this school was Ms. Mariam. My mom
and dad were students in this school
long time ago.
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Malak Hidmi

Maya Abdallah

The thing that makes our school special
is that it is 150 years old. It has a
beautiful campus. My school is an
environment friendly school and it helps
it to stay clean.

Our school is special because the
teachers are very nice. It is 150 years old
and it has 700 students. My school is
very beautiful and I love it a lot!

Milad Joulani

Mira Dar Yousef

Mohammad Abu-Ayyash

The Friends School is very old; it is 150
years old and has rich history. It is the
only PYP School in Palestine. It also
helps the poor people with the White
Gifts Program every year.

Our school is special because it is 150
years old and it gives equal opportunities
for everyone to get the best education. It
is a huge school that has 700 students.

My school is very special. It won many
competitions from the Municipality of
Ramallah for being an environment
friendly school, it is an ancient
school,and it provides the students with
the best learning experiences ever!

Odeh Izz

Omar Shami

Sama Abdellatif

Do you know how old my school is?! It is
“150” years old and it is very special
because it is a Quaker school and it is
the biggest school in Ramallah! We
learn how to be respectful in our school.
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Sama Salameh

Sari Habash


PYP
1000 

The thing that makes our school special
is that it is one of the oldest schools in
Palestine since it is 150 years old. It is
also the only PYP School in Palestine.

Seraj Jubran




Serene Aker

Tamer Khader

My school is special because it is very
clean and it is 150 years old. It is a
Quaker School and it has the best
teachers and provides us with the best
education.
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D

Abdel Kareem Daoud

Ahmad Mikkawi

Azmi Shoaibi












 


Basel Abu Qtaish

Christina Asbah

Fares Karaeen

My school is very cool and we learn
many interesting things in it. It is very
big and very clean. When it is
Christmas season, we learn Christmas
songs and we perform on stage.




My school is special because it is an
environment friendly school that cares
about earth. Our teachers teach us very
well and that is what makes our school
special.
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Faris Hasan

Haya Abu Hummos

Jasmine Alarda

My school is special because it has
interesting classes that we learn a lot from.
I love to come and see all my friends and
teachers every day. We also have two
recess to get to hang out with our friends.

Our school is special because they care for us
and they sell delicious food for us every
Wednesday. They teach us properly, and the
teachers don’t scream at us. They teach us fun
things. That’s why I love the Friends School.

My school is special because it is the first
PYP School in Palestine. To me it is the
best school ever.

Kareem Saffarini

Karma Aqel

Lara Meri

Our school is very special because it is
150 years old, and its name makes it
sound special. Our school has a great
history that makes it unique.










 

 



Layanne Reziq
My school is very special because it has
a beautiful campus and it provides
students a great education.
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Liam Moroney
My school is special because it has two
recess and it is very old. Also, our third
grade classes look very nice and that
what makes it special.

Leanna Abu Ghazaleh

Leila Khader

My school is very special because it is
huge and its 150 years old. It is a very
clean school and cares about the
environment. I love my school!





Liya Izz



Luke Zanayed
My school is very special because we
get to play during recess, and our
school is very clean. Also, our teachers
are very nice.

Masa Sayrafi

Mike Barrouk

Montaha Kamal







 








YEARBOOK 2018-2019 | 53

Muhannad Makhlouf

Omar Abdulhalim

Rand Hajal










I say that everything makes our school
special. But the most important thing is
that our teachers teach us a lot of
interesting lessons in Math, English,
Arabic, and other subjects.

Suleiman Mohammed



Ziad Tesdell
My school is very special because it is 150
years old. Also, because all of my friends
go to this school. It is a clean school that
cares about the environment, and it
teaches us how to be healthy.
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Dunia Muhawi
I love my school because we play
football. My friends are Layan, Mirelle,
Maya and Jolan. I play with them and
love them. I love Art and Music classes.

Eid Al Qassis




Fadi Rukab
I love my school because all days we
write. I also like my teachers and my
classmates.

Hani Shawa

Issa Asbah

Jad Helles





What I like the most about school is the
certificates of Razkids because I like to
hear the song. I also love the breaks on
Wednesday because we buy food.

I love my school because there are so
many beautiful flowers and trees. My
school is special because of the English
classes. My teachers are very nice and I
have good friends.
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Joan Abuhomos

Jolan Khalaf

Kareem Aref

I love my school because of the buildings.
I like that the teachers use their
imagination to do lots of things for the
kids.

I like that we buy food every Wednesday at
school. I love the school because we write
a lot and read a lot. The teachers are good
and nice. My school is special and very old.

My favorite class is English and I like the
breaks so much. My favorite friends are
Eddy, Marsel, and Layan. I like Math,
Sports and Art.

Kareem Sinnokrot

Laith Ali

Layan Rafidi




I love my school because this year we are
happy to have the 150 year celebration.
My favorite things about school are the
classes of P.E, art, religion, computer and
music.

My favorite thing about school is my
friends and my teachers who teach me. I
play with my friends Merielle and Dunia.
I like the open day because I dance and
sing and do sports with Ms. Melvina.

Leen Mousa
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Maya Khoury



Loreen Musleh

Marsel Tannous


150




Mohammad Abu Ein




Murielle Khoury
I love my school because I like my
teachers. They give us good and fun
things, that’s why I love school and my
teachers. I have friends that make school
so much fun!

Nai Alayed

Raji Stephan

Seef Matoor

  

150


My favorite thing about school is because I
have so much fun. I love school because I
learn. What I like the most about school are
the activities and soccer games.


150
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Tayma Awashreh

Yacoub Hussary

Yaman Salameh









I love my school because we read a lot. I
love my school because classes teach us
many things. My favorite thing in the
school is that we have chapel.

Zena Hamayel

Zena Musleh

I love school because there I have friends
and there are trips.


150
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Abdelrahman Dahadha

Asia Shnineh

Charlie Naser

I learn new things at the school. I am
happy I learned about gravity and did an
experiment about magnets in my class.

My favorite thing about school is that I
have homework. What I like the most
about school is math and English
classes. I love my school because it so
beautiful.





Dimitri Zakkak

Fares Muzaffar

Faris Khalil










My favorite classes at the school are P.E,
English and English writing. The
buildings are very old. I am very
excited that the capsule is going to be
under the ground for 25 years.
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Fayrouz Qurt

Ghina Eid

Hatem Balatya

What is special about my school is that it
teaches us good things. It makes us really
smart and healthy. The teachers are kind. I
love English, P.E. and math classes in school.

I like the school because it is healthy and
the teachers are really nice. The buildings
are very big! I am excited for the capsule
we are doing for the 150 year celebration.

What I like most about school is the
buildings and the playgrounds. My
friends and I learn and play at the school.

Hossni Sawafta

Joud Abdel Hadi

Leyan Tannous












Lour Khalil
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Mohammad Ashwa


Maya Ziadeh





Nadeem Freij



Mira Shqair
My favorite thing about school is English
class, What I like the most about school
is my friends, I love my school because it
is big and has many buildings.

Naya Bishara
I love school because I have lots of
friends. My favorite thing about school
is English class! I love my school
because it is wonderful!

Sama Al Bishtawi

Sarah Al Sabi

Shihadeh Natour

My favorite thing about school is that we
learn. What I like the most about school is
the English class. I love my school
because I have wonderful teachers.

My favorite thing about school is that
we learn. What I like the most about
school is the music and gym classes. I
love my school because I play with my
friends.
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Tiana Shaheen
I like that I play with my friends at the
school.

Waseem Mustaklem

Yafa Zahran








Zaina Qoura'n





Zayd Melhem
I like my school because the buildings are
big and very old. The teachers are very nice
and teach me new things. I like to play on
the monkey bars. I like the art, music and
sport classes.
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Ahmad Zamareh

150


Amir Awad

Amir Issa

My favorite thing about school is
English because it is so much fun and
really makes me happy.

My favorite things about school are the
classes of Math and P.E.

Basel Alshareef

Dana Kassis

Fuad Ghawi




My favorite thing about school is that I
have a fun class and we do funny
things. I like to play and sing at school.
What I like most about school is the
math class.


25
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Hala AbuAlrub
I love my school because I love Ms.
Silvia and Ms. Jumana, I love my school
because I have friends to play with.

Ihsan Rukab




Lorene Absa
My school is special because I can hear birds
chirping. There are nice trees and nature. I
like my school because it teaches us about
plants and because we learn and have fun.

Lourdes Habash

Marielle Hanania

Maysan Mazzawi

  

150

My favorite thing about school is that
we play and have fun. We can have lots
of fun in Art, Music and English classes.
The best thing this year is that the
school will be 150 years old.

 
 

Mohammad Sabaneh


25
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Natal Zraiq




Nabil Amir

Nadine Aker

My favorite things about school are the
classes of P.E and English. I like P.E
because we can play games and play
with the ball. I like English because it is
easy.

My school is special because this year we
are doing a capsule and after 25 years we
are going to open it and see all the
things we put inside. I love my school.

Natalia Nino



Noor Qourah
My favorite thing about school is the
computer class because we can put
stories on it. I also like the English class
because we draw and color.

Omar Ali

Rayan Hamid

Sleman DarYousef

 


My favorite things about school are the
English and Arabic classes. I also like
when we go out on the breaks to play
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Talia AlHossary

Wael Hammoudeh

Yousef Sarsour

My favorite things about school are the
classes of Math and Arabic.





 
 
150

Zayan Karam

Zein Onnab


25
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Angela Shehadeh

Baheya Qoran

Bassel Jarrar

I love my school and my friends. My
favorite friends are Toula, Maria, Rita,
Lara and Leen. I like the teachers a lot
too.

My favorite thing at my school is my
friend Hadeen. I love her because she
always sticks up for me. I love my
school.

  
 

     

Faisal Qarout

Fares Fawadleh

Fares Sabat

My favorite thing in my school is the
English writing because the writing is
amazing. I also like Math because it is
fun.



 

My favorite thing at my school is my
English class. I like to learn new things
because I love English. I like doing art in
this class too.
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Hadeen Abu Awwad
My favorite things in school are Art and
English classes. I love to play with my
friends too. That’s what I love about my
school.

Ibrahim Bsharieh

Ibrahim Ibrahim


 

 



 
 


Issa Shamieh

Jessica Saad

Kareem Badarneh
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Lareen Daoud

My favorite friends in school are
Lareen, Jolan, Natal and Tala. I like
school because I learn a lot. I like my
school because I love my teachers.

Nishan Mardirossian



Laith Alkhalili
My favorite thing at school is playing
with my friends. I also like to learn
Math and English.

Leen Imseeh

 




Odeh Izz
My favorite thing about school is
playing soccer and I love the school. I
love my friends Issa and Zeid.

Lara Masri
  
 
 


Marie Qourah
My favorite thing in school are my
teachers. I love my teachers because they
help me to write and read. Sometimes we
learn about things that we don’t know
about. I love my school and my friends.

Rita Arbeed
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Samir Hindaileh

Toula Alfrijat




My favorite thing is playing at school. I
love English and Arabic classes. I also
love PE class and PYP class. My favorite
part is playing during recess. I love all
the teachers at school.

Zaid Al Arouri



  



Vana Karam
 
 

 


Ziad Nasr
My favorite thing at school is to play
with my friends on the monkey bars,
and to talk with my friends when we
can’t go down to play so we don’t get
bored in the school.
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Ali Badriyeh

Amro Mohammed

Daniel Izz




I write in school.




Dara Ghanam

Diane Kaileh

Edward Nasser

I like school because I learn. I love my
school because it’s pretty and I have
fun. I like English class.

I go to school every day. I love school.

I go to school to play with my friends.
The school is big. I write in school.
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Faris Habash

Jaser Yaser

Jenna Masri

I like to go to school because I like to
read. I sleep early to go to school.

I like to go to school early every day. I
go to school because I want to learn. Do
you like school?




Jolyan Abdallah

Laila Abdulhadi

Lamitta Masarani




I go to school because I want to learn.
Do you go to school? Does your
brother go to school?




Laya Juma'a
I go to school every day. I like school
because I read. I like to go to school.
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Michel Karkar

Natalia Izz

I go to school everyday.

I am in school. I like to go to school
because I like to read and write.

Pria Moroney

Qais Shaltaf

Rahaf Abu Ayyash

Do you like school? I like to go to
school. The school is big. I write at
school.







Rakan Natour

Salma Abedrabbou

Salma Almohor




You must go to school. I go to school
to learn, read and write.
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Sari Shuaibi

Sholeen Asbah

Tia Ghaith




I go to school early. I like school
because I want to learn.




Yousef Izz

Zaina Nubani
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Adam Maraqa

Ahmad Albarghouthi

Akram Rezeq

My school has teachers. The school
has a little bit of water. I love my
school.


 

My school is big. I go to school to learn.
My school is amazing.

Aram Alkhateeb

Chris Natour

Christina Ghawi


 


 
 


My school is amazing. I go to school
because I learn. My school has many
things and many teachers.
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Hamza Alarda

Hanna Muaddi

Joud Barghouthi

I like to play in school with my friends.

I love my school so much. I go to school
to learn. The school has many toys.

I go to school. My school is big. Santa
comes to school. My school is fun.

Karine Khalaf

Laila Abusbeitan

Lour Naser


 

 
 
 


 


Luna Mohammad
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Muneer Hnoot

Musa Habash


 

My brother goes to school. I don’t like to
go to school. Why must I go to school?

Naya Muallem

Noor Hamad

Omar Kaibni


 

I go to school with mom. We have a big
school. There are many books at the
school.

School is fun. My school is amazing. I
go to school to learn.

Pilar Bsharieh

Qais Yaser

Rayan Alfrijat

I love the school. I am good at my
school.

I like school.

The school is fun. The school is
amazing. I learn at school and write
on the board.
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Sahar Sawafta

Taima Abu Laban

Yamen Sandouka

’
 





 
  


 

Yasmeen Quffa

Zeina P. Nasir


 

My school is beautiful. Why do I go to
school?
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Adam Khoury

Ahmad Alsharif

Ahmad Muhaisan











Alia Darali

Ameer Shaltaf

Anna Khatib

My school is big. I see my mom in the
school. I am good at school.
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Augustina kafity

Cynthia Duaibes

Elias Sarsar





The school is fun because we play. I
play with my friends and I have fun. I
love school.




Fares Yaser

Joy Dabit

Kareem Wahbeh

I see my friends at my school. I like my
teachers. The school is nice.




 


Karmel Daoud
My school is big. I wear my backpack to
go to school. I learn in the school and I
have many friends.
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Leith Ali

Marcel Habash

I sleep early to go to school. I play with
my friends in the school. I do not fight
at the school.

I love school because my teachers
teach me. I read books at my school
and I play with my friends.

Mustafa Tarifi

Nai Quffa

Nala Alazzeh

My school is the best, it is nice. I am
happy because I have a lot of friends.

I go to my school to learn. I have fun at
my school and I see my friends and
play.

I am happy in the school because I can
play. My home is close to the school.
There are no monkeys on the way to
school.

Nizar Rimawi

Omar Al-Terawi

Qamar Abubaker

I love school because I see my friends. I
love my teacher Ms. Reem.

I like my school. The school is nice. I
see my friends at my school.
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Sabrina-Lynn Salameh

Sarah Abd-Al-Haleem

Tia Dar Omar

My school is the best because the
teachers are so nice. I play with my
friends at school.

I am good in school because I learn. I
see my friends at my school. I love my
teachers at my school because they
help us learn.


 
 
 


Zeina Nasser

Zeina Tannous
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Adnan Meari

Aleen Freij

Aleen Hamada





 

School is fun because I love to play
with my friends.

Alexander Kuttab

Andrew Maayeh

Basil Abu Laban



School is great because I love to play
and learn new things.

I love school a little. I love school
because it is like Hogwarts and it is like
my home.
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Donia Khlawi

Elias Stephan

Ghazi Joma


 

School is fun and I love peace and quiet
in school. I love to have a good day in
school and like to do homework. I love
my friends so much.

I love school because they let us do
homework. School is fun because they
let us play and have fun.

Haya Yaser

Jad Saidam

Karim Tijani



I love school because I get to learn
from my teachers, who are very smart.

 


Laila Jaawan
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Lourdes Alkhoury
I enjoy writing in English. It makes me
happy to have the chance to learn to
speak English.

Liliah Shilleh

Lour Darwish


 

School is amazing! I like English and Arabic
classes because they are fun. I like Math
because it makes me smart and I enjoy
Computer class because it is amazing.

Malak Naser

Maya Ghawi




English class is fun and I like the work
we do in school. I love to play tag with
my friends and I enjoy playing inside.

Mousa Salameh

Natal Qatamesh

Nazeih Abulail

School is great because we take
Arabic, English, and Computer. I also
like that we take sports.
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Noor Salhi

Tala Khader

Taym Maraqa

I love to learn and do word searches in
school and I enjoy playing with my
friends.

School is nice because I love to learn
about Math. I enjoy playing with my
friends and coloring in school.


 

Yara Abuhashhash

Yasmeen Nasir

Math is my favorite subject and I want
to be a math teacher when I grow up.
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Lower School Administration

Frieda Khayyat
Principal

Raneem Khoury
Interim KG Head

Adele Jaraiseh
Deputy Principal

Samia Rafidi
Office Manager

Hadeel Qawas
Secretary

Manal Qanzua'a
Administrative Assistant
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Teachers

English

Joviana Stephan

Rana Zaibak

Linda Khalaf

Reem Dajani

Silvia Mustaklem

Nurse

Multimedia

Manar Hmeidan

Lama Hammad

Ruboo Radwan

Nadine Haj Abed

Sawsan Hamarsheh
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Learning Support Department

Rana Mustaklem
Head of Learning Support

Amana Fawadleh

Evon Bajali

Art

Hanan Attal

Rene Tayeh

Computer

Tatyana Abdelkader

Arlette Kaoud

Mohammad Nafi
IT Support

Haneen Rayan
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Music
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Mona Ibrahim

Ameer Hashweh

P.E.

Issa Jildeh

Saad Rasas

Qais Qatamesh

Hiba As'ad

Counselors

Mary Soudah

Khaled Abu Saber

Layan Derini

Tareq Matar

9 0 | RAMALLAH FRIENDS SCHOOL

COM M UN IT Y

Fifth Grade

Huwaida Imseih

Georgina Bosheh

Maisoon Elian

Grade Level Head Teacher

Noura Makhlouf

Fourth
Grade

Maha Atallah

Mathematics Teacher

Rula Hayek

Sabira Abu Nassar

Marline Mrebe

Narmeen Dabbas

Fourth Grade Assistant

Rose Hilaneh

Grade Level Head Teacher
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Third Grade

Second Grade

Dima Akkawi

Jackline Khalaf

Jumana Khayyat

Nabila Banda

Safiyyeh Awad

Maisa Sandouka

Grade Level Head Teacher

Hadeel Barghouthi
Third Grade Assistant

Salwa Al Ahwal

Second Grade Assistant

Lamis Farraj

Wafa Nimer

Grade Level Head Teacher

Wala Dawod

Second Grade Assistant
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First Grade

Daycare

Ghadeer Rizek

Maisoon Obeid

Lilian Afdella

Nariman Tannous

Nisreem Abu Ayyash

Nancy Odeh

Rita Musarsa

Tala Farah

Samah Suboh

Sima Fawadleh

Yasmine Al-Ejel

Grade Level Head Teacher

First Grade Assistant

Majeda Khoury

(For Three Months)
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Kindergarten

Amal AbdelNour

Amal Shabaneh

Amanda Khalaf

Anita Charlie

Eliana Younis

Hiba Mousa

Lina Bsharyieh

Mai Jayyousi

Rola Noubani

Salma Judeh

Sandy Ziadeh
Interim PYP Coordinator

Sireen Quwerr
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Kindergarten Assistants

Hanan Fawadleh

Ghada Habash

Nadine Burbar

Raneen AbdelRahim

Volunteers

Jwan Rayan

Rola Abu Al Homos

After School Programs Coordinator

Maram Bshariyeh

Fares Odeh

(English Teacher for two months)
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Head of school offices

Adrian Moody
Head of School

Jumana Thalji

Administrative Assistant to the Head
of School & Financial Aid Coordinator

Salim Zughayer
IT Manager

Finance and human resources team

Finance and Human Resources Manager

Nafez Alkoni

Diana Khoury
Chief Accountant

Inas Al Taweel
Deputy Chief Accountant

Sama Nasser
Treasurer

Lamis Abunahleh
Human Resources Officer

Ahmad Anbar
Accountant
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Communications Team

Besan Jaawan

Communications & Development
Manager

Lama Murra

Communications & Alumni
Relations Officer

Mohamed A. Daoud
Graphic Designer

Projects & facilities managment team

Farhat Muhawi

Facilities & Projects
Department Manager

Hilal Sabaneh

Facilities & Projects
Engineer

Amal Abu Nimreh
Facilities & Projects
Engineer
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Staff Team

Ahmad Mizher

Hatem Bdair

Hanin Hasan

Inshirah Loulou

Ola Zawahreh

Sabria Zaid

Sakher Jildeh

Shireen Boshieh

Wafa Khalawi

Yacoub Abu Dayeh

Zainab Ejel

Imad Dagher
Gardener
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LOWER SCHOOL
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Alma Lahloh

Carla Habash

Carlos Asbah

Charbel Sababa

Daniella Hanania

Ellen Al-Hag Qasem

Jesslyn Hussary

Joseph Habash

Kamal Ghannam

Karam Tina

Kinda Nassar

Louretta Abdallah

Nabeel Khlawy

Nada Karakra

Natalic Al-Attili

Natalia Mashal

Naya Khalaf

Noor Nasr

Sari Nasser

Suhail Salameh

Tia Rayan

Walid Saleh

Yousef Mute'e

Zara Masri

Zeina Nofal
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LOWER SCHOOL
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GRADE

LKG B
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Alma Mousa

Ameer Daoud

Diana Kassis

Fares Awad

Joury Jaas

Kareem Nafe'

Kareem Qawasmi

Layan Mohammad

Leen Soufan

Loor Qneibi

Majd Abed Rabbo

Masa Natsheh

Mayan Khalili

Nasser Atshan

Queen Asbah

Saeed Haifa

Saleem Asbah

Samir Abdelwahed

Sara Hussein

Sila Daoud

Sophia Dar Ali

Tawfiq Atiq

Tawfiq Mikkawi

Zeina Elayyan

Zeina Khairy
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LOWER SCHOOL
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GRADE

LKG C
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Adam Habash

Andre Izz

Aya Abu Hummos

Carmel Kamal

Elena-Maria Salameh

Faris Ghazawi

Jad Sharif

Karam Abdel Ghani

Kareem Abdin

Leen Totah

Lia Dahadha

Lure Al-Saleh

Malak Jaawan

Mayella Stephan

Nakhleh Asbah

Odai Salaheldeen

Rand Nabulsi

Yara Qattan

Yasmin Ziadeh

Raya Abu Shalbak Samo Abu Ghazaleh Suleiman Duaibes

Zeina Touma
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GRADE

LKG D
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Anda Sharha

As'ad Tannous

Banah Al-Saify

Brigiette Naser

Chris Habash

Firas Amleh

Haifa Ziadeh

Jude AbuNahlah

Kareem Aldwaik

Karmel Alatar

Lawra Abu Hommus

Leah Omari

Maher Hilweh

Malak Hardan

Mina Arbeed

Nay Hilweh

Omar Aldwaik

Omar Salameh

Noor Aldein Mikkawi

Salma Jarrar

Salma Sabaaneh

Sami Muadi

Talia Omar

Yara Shela

Yazan Baidoun
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LOWER SCHOOL
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GRADE

UKG A
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Arafat Qaraeen

Bassel Habash

Carla Stephan

Ghazal Hajah-Nabali

Hakam Melhem

Ibrahim Masri

Issa Habash

Issa Qurt

Jenna Bakri

Kenzi Fallah

Khader Al Masarani

Leen Khalil

Leena Madi

Mahar Lahloh

Malak Hindo

Moosa Himsi

Muna Al-Rimawi

Tamara Shqairat

Tia Taher

Marianne Shamieh

Omar Al Tamimi

Mohamad Jubeh Mohammad Al Marridi

Salah Al-Din Zuhaika

Shams Erakat
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LOWER SCHOOL

YE AR BOOK 2018- 2019

GRADE

UKG B
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Ahmad Abuelkhair

Ahmad Juma'a

Ali Abdulhalim

Amal Ayesh

Aram Abdallah

Carine Duaibes

Evan Abdallah

Habib Abu Hijleh

Hala Abuqtesh

Jana Abu Alrub

Khalid Zahran

Leen Deek

Maya Hasan

Melia Mrebe

Naya Khalidi

Rashad Al-Atilli

Romel Zakkak

Salma Zakout

Samer Abdul Hadi

Sara Farouki

Talia Abu Al Khair

Talia Saba

Taym Shami

Yassin Bawatneh

Yazan Hammoudeh
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GRADE

UKG C
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Ahmad Shihab

Aleen Samaha

Andrew Rukab

Anis Bursheh

Aram Filmon

Azzam Quran

Cezar Tannous

Hamzeh Khdeir

Jad Tesdell

Jospeh Abu Said

Joud Sawaftah

Joury Balatya

Julie Al Aref

Maya Natour

Nadine Absa

Natalia Tawasha

Omyma Khatab

Saeed Stephan

Said Kamal

Sami Zaghrout

Sila Fallah

Tala Amer

Taleen Shilleh

Walid Aloul

Zeid Shamieh
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GRADE
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Abigail Zanayed

Adrian Issa

Ali Quran

Basil Dahdah

Carmen Ziadeh

Eleen Musleh

Jameel Abdo

Jawad Bushnaq

Jude Al Sabi

Karim Issa

Kian Bishara

Lamar Karam

Maya Hijab

Mohammad Issa

Nabil Aburdeneh

Natalie Nahhas

Naya Kamel

Ragheb Haj Hasan

Raya Muzaffar

Rita Rayan

Saba Abdin

Talia Abu Farha

Watan Abu Ahmad

Zaid Abdul Hadi

Zeineddine Issa
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نشيد روضة الفرندز
حلوة كتير وبحبها كتير روضة الفرندز أمل كبير
بلعب فيها وبتعلم بكتشف أشياء كتير
فيها كتابي وألعابي ومعلمتي وأصحابي
كل يوم بعرف إشي جديد
بكون فرحان وسعيد
من قلبي فيها بضحك
هاهاهاهاهاهاها
بتس ّلى بلعب ما بتعب
موسيقى ورياضة وفن بشغلي دايم ًا بهتم
كل يوم بتع ّلم وبفهم كيف أصير إنسان أحسن
شكراً شكراً كتير راح أنجح وأصير كبير
حلوة كتير وبحبها كتير روضة الفرندز أمل كبير
كلمات :ضحى المصري
ألحان :عيسى الجلدة
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.Movie Club, Engineering for Kids, Robotics, UCMAS

  



Ar t
Ba sk et Ba ll

Art
So cc er
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H om e Ec on om

R o bo ti cs

Kar ate

UCMAS
Mo vie Cl ub

En gi ne er in

g fo r K id s

UC MA S

Robo tics

Dr am a
M o d er n

Dance
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Christmas
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Si m p li c i ty

Fifth grade
exhibition
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The learning support department develops a resource room that

is:

nsory (auditory/ visual/ tactile/ kinesthetic) educational
•A learning center for the whole school community, whereby multise
quality of the learning/teaching process, and materials have
resources Learning/teaching materials can enhance considerably the
been designed and developed, and is a resource for differentiation.
class support in an inclusive environment.
•The Learning support team offers a variety of forms to students; inproviding additional resources to students and parents.
and
g
enrichin
room,
e
resourc
Working with individuals or groups in the
teachers, and refers parents to external agencies for diagnosis
•The learning support team works closely with students, parents, and
, physical therapy.
or extra support as speech and language therapy, occupational therapy

“No child is unsmart, every child is a genius at something. Our job is
Head of Learning Support
Rana Toubassi Mustaklem

to find it and then encourage it”

Message from
The Yearbook
Committee

Happy
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150
Anniversary!!
th

A school has been here since 1869
A place could be called your home and mine
Generation after generation graduated from this special place
An experience that we will all cherish and never replace
You’ve given us all more than we would ever expect
All we hold for you is love, admiration and respect
RFS is not only buildings, students and teachers
It is the precious past, the present and the bright future
RFS… let your light shine in every corner
Let your reputation reach every country and every border
To our students, the RFS family and the community we say
You are the building rocks of this edifice that keep it standing
Be proud! You’re the ones who will make it shine all the way
May we all see RFS growing more, rising and expanding
Happy birthday RFS and to a 150 years more
What a privilege it is to be part of the RFS family
Happy 150th anniversary!!
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Health
Committee
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Multimedia
The ever-increasing impact of ICT (Information, Communication and
Technology) on teaching and learning is an important consideration
in education at all levels. This school year 2018/2017 the computer
and library classes were joined together into the multimedia classes
(ICT). Through ICT, there are greater opportunities for interactive
communication and exchange of information through global
collaboration, expansion of the learning community and
empowerment for all learners.
ICT in the PYP offers a wide range of digital tools, media and
learning environments for teaching, learning and assessing. ICT
allows students to make connections and reach a deeper
understanding of its relevance and applicability to their
everyday lives.
Multimedia Center
Ruboo and Nadine

Tradition
Chapel
Back to School
Field Day
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T r a di ti o n

Back To School
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Ramallah Friends School’s 150th Anniversary
Field Day
This year, the school brought back a historical RFS traditionField Day! It was a fun day full of family activities, student and
afterschool programs performances, art and science exhibits,
Quiz Night, and sports competitions.
Historically, the Upper School used to celebrate this day in
spring by organizing a fun-day of sports competitions and
gymnastic performances for the school community.
This year, it was a celebration of student and staff
accomplishments, and represented the launch of RFS’ 150th
anniversary events!
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Tr a di ti o n

Culture
150 Anniversary Events
Forestation Campaign
Time Capsule
th
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A Word from the Head of School
Yearbook Foreword 2018-19
It is my pleasure to write the foreword to the 2019 Ramallah
Friends School (RFS) Yearbook.
This year we celebrate 150 years of education in Palestine.
From small beginnings we have come such a long way. The
original vision of Eli and Sybil in the creation of our school was
like the mustard seed. It is smaller than all seeds but when it is
grown, it is greater than all the trees (Mark 4:26-29). An idea
with humble beginnings can grow into something that is not
only unexpected but is great. That is our school. They planted
a mustard seed - small, strong and steadfast enabling the inner
light of all children to shine.
In our 150th year we pay special attention to the Quaker testimonies. The American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC) characterizes Quakers as reaching for the best in oneself and
answering “that of God” in everyone. Quaker testimonies are expressions of the
commitment to put those beliefs into practice. When we live up to our mission then these
testimonies – Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, Community, Equality, Stewardship - permeate the
school. We believe that all people are equal before God regardless of who they are, where
they come from or what their social status is. Each person in our community is that of God to
be nurtured. That is why we are proudly an inclusive school. Our mission can be summed up
in these words.
Realize Potential Fulfil Dreams Share Hope
Our students enjoy numerous advantages at RFS, but perhaps more important than any is
the support they receive from staff, parents and friends of the school. As Friends we strive to
use God’s gifts wisely. These gifts include our talents and our possessions. This book is a
snapshot of life at RFS and in one way demonstrates what RFS stands as articulated in our
mission and values. We believe our values are paramount in guiding us in our day to day life.
Ours is a diverse community and we appreciate and celebrate the fact that we are all
different and celebrate each day our differences, our similarities, and our cultures.
Thank you to all who have contributed to our students’ achievements and successes in
2018-19.
Sincerely
Adrian Moody
Head of School
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Letter from Board of Trustees
By Samer Shehadeh – Clerk of the Board of Trustees

Ramallah Friends School celebrates 150 years in 2019.
I am proud of our school not just because of its age.
Quaker education in Palestine has achieved much
despite all the challenges of educating under
occupation. Ramallah Friends School started in the
occupation under the Ottoman Empire, then the British,
Jordan and is still till now occupied. How does a school,
a community, and a country under such permanent
occupation survive let alone thrive and allow for hope and dignity to immerge with students rooted in
Quaker Values to lead its community into the future?
It’s a partnership of respect between the international Quaker community of Friends United Meeting and
the Palestinian community. A 150 year old partnership that has allowed for trust and respect to develop
between the communities. We stand together for human dignity and peace for all. I am proud to lead this
relationship as Clerk of the Board of Trustees. My long term relationship involves generations of my
family. A school where my mother attended, I attended and my children have attended. A school I wish
my grandchildren to attend. I value the influence the school has had upon my family, and community.
The trust that this school provides for all Palestinians has enabled a future for Palestinian leadership to
seek the best education possible and return to give back.
Developing a school such as ours embodying the Quaker values is complicated. We offer the best of
international education. We are an IB World school which is an achievement ensuring the standards for
those students who wish to apply to Ivy League colleges and universities. Our students not only succeed
but lead. We offer this in a community which often struggles to afford the fees which are kept to a
minimum.
A community which is challenged by occupation, suffering from depression and unemployment,
struggling to put food on the table. A community often under additional pressures of simply getting their
children to school through road blocks and obstruction. We are divided between the West Bank and Gaza
and isolated from each other. We have been occupied until we no longer know what it is to be
unoccupied, struggling to ensure the prolonged occupation does not lead to the wrongful annexation by
the occupier. A teaching community isolated from other leading schools around the world. Yet together
we succeed. We are Sumoud.
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ﻛﻠﻤﺔ ﻣﺪﻳﺮة اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ
ٌ
ﻃﻤﻮح وأﻣﻞ
إﻟﻰ ﻣﺌﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﻴﻦ وأﻛﺜﺮ...
ُ
ﺗﺪرج ﺗﻠﻚ
ﻳﺢ ...
ﻛﺎﻟﻬﻤﺴﺔ ...
ﺴﻤﺔ ...
ﻛﺎﻟ ﱠﻨ
ِ
ِ
ّ
ﻛﺎﻟﺮ ِ
َ
ُ
ﺗﺰرع ﻋﻠﻰ ارض
اﻟﺴﻨﻮات ...
ﺳﻨﺪﻳﺎﻧﺔ اﻟﺒﻘﺎءِ
ﱠ
واﻻﺳﺘﻤﺮار.
ﺗﻠﻚ ﻫﻲ رﺳﺎﻟﺔ ﻣﺪرﺳﺘﻨﺎ _ﻣﺪرﺳﺔ اﻟﻔﺮﻧﺪز_ اﻟﺘﻲ
ﱢ
ﻇﻞ
ﺑﺪأﺗﻬﺎ ﻗﺒﻞ  150ﻋﺎﻣ ،وﻣﺎ زاﻟﺖ ﺗﺴﻴﺮ ﺑﻬﺎ ،ﻓﻲ
وﻣﺘﺴﺎرع ﻓﻲ ﺷﺘﻰ اﻟﻤﺠﺎﻻت ،ﺳﻮاء
ﻋﺎﻟﻢ ﻣﺘﻐ ﱢﻴ ٍﺮ
ٍ
ٍ
ﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﻲ أو ﻣﺎ
اﻟﻌﻠﻤﻲ واﻟ ّﺘ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺻﻌﻴﺪ اﻟ ﱠﺘﻄﻮر
ّ
ّ
واﻗﺘﺼﺎدي
وﺛﻘﺎﻓﻲ
اﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﻲ
ﺗﺒﻌﻪ ﻣﻦ ﺗﻐ ّﻴ ٍﺮ
ّ
ﱟ
ﱟ
ﻻﻣﺲ ﺷﺘﻰ ﻣﻨﺎﺣﻲ ﺣﻴﺎة اﻓﺮاد.
َ
ﻃﻮال ﻫﺬا ﱠ
اﻟﺰﻣﻦ؛
وﻣﺪرﺳﺔ اﻟﻔﺮﻧﺪز ﻛﻤﺆﺳﺴﺔٍ أﻛﺎدﻳﻤﻴّﺔٍ ﻋﺮﻳﻘﺔٍ اﺳﺘﻄﺎﻋﺖ أن ُﺗﺤﺎﻓﻆ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛﻴﺎﻧﻬﺎ ِ
ﻻ وأﺟﻴﺎ ً
ﻛﺎن ﻟﺒﻴﺌﺘﻬﺎ وﻣﺒﺎدﺋﻬﺎ ا ّﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺄﺳﺴﺖ وأﻧﺸﺄت أﺟﻴﺎ ً
اول ﻓﻲ ﺻﻤﻮدﻫﺎ
اﻟﺪور ّ
ﻻ ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟﻚّ ،
ﻛﺼﺮح
ﻣﺮ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑﻼدِ ﻧﺎ اﻟﻌﺪﻳﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻨﻌﻄﻔﺎت اﻟ ّﺘﺎرﻳﺨ ّﻴﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ اﺳﺘﻄﺎﻋﺖ اﻟﻔﺮﻧﺪز
ٍ
وﺗﻄﻮرﻫﺎ ،ﺣﻴﺚ ّ
ّ
َ
ﺗﻌﻠﻴﻤﻲ ْ
أن ﺗﻘﻒ ﻣﻊ أﺑﻨﺎﺋﻬﺎ وﺑﻨﺎﺗﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺳﺒﻴﻞ إرﺳﺎءِ ﻣﺒﺎدﺋﻬﺎ ﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ اﻟﻌﺪل واﻟﻤﺴﺎواة ،ﻻ ﺣﻜﺮÇ
ﱟ
ً
ﻣﻨﺎرة ﻟﻴﺲ ﻟﻠﻌﻠﻢ
اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ ،ﺣ ّﺘﻰ ﺑﺎﺗﺖ
اﻟﻔﻠﺴﻄﻴﻨﻲ ﻓﺤﺴﺐ ﺑﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺠﺘﻤﻌﻨﺎ
ّ
ّ
ﱢ
ﻟﻠﺤﻖ وﻟÌﻧﺴﺎﻧ ّﻴﺔ ﺷﺘﻰ.
ﻓﻘﻂ ﺑﻞ
ّ
اول ﺑﺎﻟﻔﺮد ﻛﺈﻧﺴﺎن؛ ﻛﺎن اﻟ ّﺘﺮﻛﻴﺰ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻛﺒﺆرةٍ ﺗﻨﻄﻠﻖ ﻣﻨﻬﺎ أﺷﻌﺔ اﻟﻌﻄﺎء
ون إﻳﻤﺎن اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ ّ
َ
اﻟﺼﺮح ،ا ّﻟﺬي ُﻳﻄﻠ ُ
اﻟﻌﻨﺎن ﺑﻨﺎﺋﻪ ﻛﻲ ﻳﻘﻮدوا اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ﻻ
ِﻖ
واﻟﺨﻴﺮ واﻟ ّﺘﻔﺎﻧﻲ ﻣﻦ
أﺟﻞ ﺑﻘﺎءِ ﻫﺬا ّ
ِ
ﻓﻄﻮرت ﻣﻦ ﺑﺮاﻣﺠﻬﺎ اﻛﺎدﻳﻤ ّﻴﺔ ﺣﺘﻰ ﺑﺎﺗﺖ ﻣﻦ أوﻟﻰ
اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻓﺤﺴﺐ ﻧﺤﻮ اﻟﺨﻴﺮ واﻟﺒﻘﺎء،
ﱠ
اﻟﻤﺪارس ا ّﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻌﺘﻤﺪ اﻟ ﱠﺘﻐﻴﻴﺮ واﻟ ﱠﺘﻄﻮﻳﺮ ﺳ ﱠﻠﻢ أوﻟﻮﻳﺎﺗﻬﺎ ﻻ ﺳﻴﻤﺎ وﻧﺤﻦ ﻧﻨﻄﻠﻖ ﻧﺤﻮ اﻟﻘﺮن اﻟﺤﺎدي
ﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﻲ أوﻟﻮ ّﻳ ًﺔ ،وﻫﺬا ﻣﺎ ُﻳ ﱢ
ﺒﺸ ُﺮ أ ﱠﻧﻬﺎ ﺳﺘﺴﺘﻤﺮ
واﻟﻌﺸﺮﻳﻦ ،وﺑﺎﺗﺖ ﻣﻮاﻛﺒﺘﻬﺎ ﻟﻠ ﱠﺘﻄﻮر اﻟﻌﻠﻤﻲ واﻟ ﱠﺘ
ّ
ً
وﻣﺘﻄﻮرة ﺣﺘﻤ ﺳﻴﻜﻮن ﻟﻬﺎ اﻟﺒﻘﺎء؛ ﱠ
ٌ
ٌ
ﻄﻮر
ﻣﺘﺠﺪدة
ﻣﺌﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﻴﻦ ﻋﺎﻣ ُأ َﺧﺮ ،ﻓﻤﺆﺳﺴﺔ
ن اﻟ ﱠﺘ ّ
اﻟﺼﻴﺮورة ﺑﻌﻴﻨﻬﺎ وا ّﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻌﻨﻲ اﻧﺘﻘﺎل ّ
اﻟﺸﻲء ﻣﻦ ﺣﺎﻟﺔ إﻟﻰ أﺧﺮى ،أو ﻣﻦ زﻣﺎن إﻟﻰ آﺧﺮ،
واﻟ ّﺘﻐﻴﻴﺮ ﻫﻤﺎ ﱠ
وﻫﻲ ﻧﻘﻴﺾ ﱠ
ّ
ﻛﻞ ذﻟﻚ ﻳﺘﺒﻌﻪ ﺳﻠﺴﻠﺔ ﻣﻦ اÓﺟﺮاءات أو اﻟﻌﻤﻠﻴﺎت ا ّﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺘﻤﻴﺰ
واﻟﺴﻜﻮن.
اﻟﺜﺒﺎت
ّ
اﻟﺴﻴﺮورة وﻫﻮ ﻧﻬﺞ اﻟﻔﺮﻧﺪز وﻗﻮام ﻣﺒﺎدﺋﻬﺎ.
ﺴﻤﻰ ﱠ
ﺑﺘﻐﻴﺮات ﺗﺪرﻳﺠﻴﺔ ﺗﻘﻮد إﻟﻰ ﻧﺘﻴﺠﺔ ﻣﻌﻴﻨﺔ ﺑﻤﺎ ُﻳ ّ
وإﻟﻰ ﻣﺌﺔٍ وﺧﻤﺴﻴﻦ أﺧﺮى ُﺗﺨﺒﺮﻧﺎ ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ﻣﻼﺋﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﻠﻴﺎء ،ﻟﻨﺎ ّ
ﻛﻞ اﻣﻞ أن ﺗﺒﻘﻰ وﺗﺒﻘﻰ ﻣﺪرﺳﺘﻨﺎ
وﺗﺰدﻫﺮ ﻛﺒﻮﺻﻠﺔٍ وﺳﻂ ﻫﺬا ّ
اﻟﺸﺮق ،ﺗﻮﺻﻠﻪ ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻟﻮاﺳﻊ ﻣﻦ ﺣﻮﻟﻪ.
ﻓﺮﻳﺪة دﺣﺪح
ﻣﺪﻳﺮة اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ
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Letter from Friends United Meeting
In this 150th anniversary year of Ramallah Friends
School, I’m reflecting on the events that led to the
founding of the school.
I’m trying to imagine the encounters that Sybil Jones
of China Maine had when she traveled among the
Christian villages in the hills north of Jerusalem in
1869. I’m imagining her delight in meeting the girls
and women, with their beautiful embroidery and
their infectious smiles. I’m imagining her heartbreak
at hearing that these women had limited access to
education, and couldn’t teach their daughters to read.
And I’m imagining the response of the Quakers back home in New England, when Sybil returned to
tell her stories and share her concerns. These Friends felt keenly what Sybil had also felt – that when
one member of the body of Christ suffers, all suffer, and when one member rejoices, all rejoice
together. And so together they committed themselves to provide access to education for the girls of
the Palestinian hills.
Now, 150 years later, Friends are still joined together in a global fellowship of solidarity and
commitment, in which the things that happen in one place, affect us all. Ramallah Friends School
continues to be a focus of the prayers and sacrificial giving of Quakers from around the world. In this
anniversary year in which we reaffirm the Quaker identity of the school, the commitment of Friends
remains as strong as ever.
Friends United Meeting is proud to serve as the institutional home of RFS, and we do so as a sacred
duty on behalf of the worldwide community of Friends. God has truly blessed the efforts of those
who have gone before us, and has entrusted to us the care of this special school for this season, for
the sake of those who will come after us.
To the graduating class of 2019, I say this: be faithful to the trust that this school, with its
extraordinary history, has placed in you. Be the unique and precious person that God made you to
be, because God needs you to be authentically yourself. Go into the world and make it a better place.
Hold tenaciously to that vision of the Peaceable Kingdom of God that you glimpsed during your RFS
years. Make your school and your community proud. Give back to those who invested in you, and
pay it forward by investing in others. Be the Sybil Jones of your generation.
In Christian love,
Eden Grace
Director of Global Ministries
Friends United Meeting
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رﺳﺎﻟﺔ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ أوﻟﻴﺎء أﻣﻮر اﻟﻄﻠﺒﺔ
ﻣﺎ ﻫﻮ اﻟﻮﻃﻦ… .ﻟﻴﺲ ﺳﺆاﻻ ﺗﺠﻴﺐ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺗﻤﻀﻲ ،اﻧﻪ ﺣﻴﺎﺗﻚ وﻗﻀﻴﺘﻚ ﻣﻌﺎ!
ﻫﺬا اﻟﻌﺎم ﻫﻮ ﻋﺎم ﻣﻤﻴﺰ ﻟﻠﺠﻤﻴﻊ ،ﻓﻴﻪ ﻧﺤﺘﻔﻞ وﺗﺤﺘﻔﻞ
اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ ﺑﻤﺮور  150ﻋﺎﻣﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﺄﺳﻴﺴﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ وﻃﻨﻨﺎ ،ﻫﺬا
اﻟﻮﻃﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﻄﺎء اﻟﺬي ﻧﻔﺘﺨﺮ ﺟﻤﻴﻌﺎ ﺑﺎﻻﻧﺘﻤﺎء إﻟﻴﻪ وﺣﻤﻞ
رﺳﺎﻟﺘﻪ إﻟﻰ أﻗﻄﺎب اﻟﺪﻧﻴﺎ ﻣﺘﺴﻠﺤﻴﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﻌﻠﻢ واﺧﻼق
واﻟﻤﺜﻞ اﻟﻌﻠﻴﺎ ،ﻣﻦ ﺗﺴﺎﻣﺢ وﺗﻮاﺿﻊ وﺻﺪق وإﺧﻼص.
ﻣﺎﺋﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﻮن ﻋﺎﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻠﻢ واﻟﻌﻄﺎء واﻟﺘﻌﻠﻢ ﻣﺮت
ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬا اﻟﺼﺮح اﻟﻌﺮﻳﻖ ،ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﺗﻌﻠﻢ ﻣﻦ ﺳﺒﻘﻜﻢ وﺣﻤﻠﻮا
ﻣﻌﻬﻢ اﻣﺎﻟﻬﻢ وأﺣﻼﻣﻬﻢ وﺗﻄﻠﻌﺎﺗﻬﻢ ﻟﺒﻨﺎء اﻟﻮﻃﻦ
وﺑﻨﺎء ﻣﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ ﻟﻜﻢ ،واµن ﺟﺎء دورﻛﻢ ﻓﻲ إﻛﻤﺎل
اﻟﻤﺸﻮار اﻟﺬي ﻻ ﻳﻨﺘﻬﻲ أﺑﺪ¶ وﻳﻨﺘﻘﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺟﻴﻞ إﻟﻰ ﺟﻴﻞ
ﻟﻠﻨﻬﻮض ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻃﻦ وﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ اﻟﻤﺸﺮق.
أﺑﻨﺎؤﻧﺎ وﺑﻨﺎﺗﻨﺎ اﻟﻄﻠﺒﺔ
ﺣﻖ ﻟﻜﻢ أن ﺗﻔﺨﺮوا ﺑﺎﻧﺘﺴﺎﺑﻜﻢ إﻟﻰ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﻳﻘﺔ وﺣﻖ ﻟﻨﺎ أن ﻧﻔﺨﺮ ﺑﻤﺎ ﺗﻘﻮﻣﻮن ﺑﻪ ﻛﻞ ﻳﻮم وﻣﺎ
ﺗﻌﻤﻠﻮن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﺤﻘﻴﻘﻪ ﻣﻦ أﺣﻼﻣﻜﻢ وﻃﻤﻮﺣﺎﺗﻜﻢ وآﻣﺎﻟﻜﻢ ،ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺠﺪ واﻻﺟﺘﻬﺎد ﻓﻲ دراﺳﺘﻜﻢ وﻓﻲ
ﺗﺤﺼﻴﻠﻜﻢ اﻟﻌﻠﻤﻲ ،ﻣﺘﻮﻗﻌﻴﻦ ﻣﻨﻜﻢ اﻛﺜﺮ واﻓﻀﻞ دوﻣﺎ وﻣﺴﺘﺒﺸﺮﻳﻦ ﺑﺄﻧﻜﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻄﺮﻳﻖ اﻟﺼﺤﻴﺢ وﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﻜﺎن اﻟﺼﺤﻴﺢ.
ﺑﻨﺎﺗﻨﺎ وأﺑﻨﺎؤﻧﺎ اﻟﺨﺮﻳﺠﻴﻦ،
اﺳﻤﺤﻮا ﻟﻨﺎ أن ﻧﺴﺘﻌﻴﺮ ﺻﻔﺤﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻛﺘﺎب ﺗﺨﺮﺟﻜﻢ ،وﺳﻄﺮﻳﻦ ﻓﻲ ﻓﺼﻞ ﺣﻴﺎﺗﻜﻢ اﻟﺠﺪﻳﺪ ،ﻫﺬا وﻋﻠﻤﺎ ﺑﺄﻧﻜﻢ
ﺗﺤﺘﻠﻮن اﻟﻔﺼﻞ اﻛﺒﺮ ﻣﻦ ﺣﻴﺎﺗﻨﺎ وﺗﻔﻜﻴﺮﻧﺎ ،ﻟﻨﺒﺎرك ﻟﻜﻢ وﻟﻨﺎ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻔﺮﺣﺔ وﻫﺬا ا½ﻧﺠﺎز اﻟﺴﻌﻴﺪ ﺑﺘﺨﺮﺟﻜﻢ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﺴﻨﺔ اﻟﺪراﺳﻴﺔ اﺧﻴﺮة ،ﻧﺨﻂ ﻟﻜﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻜﻠﻤﺎت ﻣﺒﺎرﻛﺘﻨﺎ ﺑﻤﺎ ﺣﻘﻘﺘﻤﻮه وﻓﺨﺮﻧﺎ ﺑﻤﺎ أﺻﺒﺤﺘﻢ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وأﻣﻠﻨﺎ
ﻟﻜﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ زاﻫﺮ.
ﻓﻠﺬات ﻗﻠﻮﺑﻨﺎ أﺣﺒﺘﻨﺎ،
ﻛﻢ ﺳﻬﺮﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻃﻔﻮﻟﺘﻜﻢ وﻧﺤﻦ ﻧﺤﻠﻢ ﺑﻬﺬا اﻟﻴﻮم ،وﻛﻢ ﻗﻀﻴﻨﺎ ﻧﻌﺪ اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺎت ﺣﺘﻰ ﻧﺮاﻛﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻫﺬا
اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ ،راﻗﺒﻨﺎﻛﻢ واﻧﺘﻢ ﺗﻜﺒﺮون أﻣﺎﻣﻨﺎ ﻧﺴﺎء ورﺟﺎﻻ ،ﺗﺘﻌﺒﻮن وﺗﺠﻬﺪون ﻓﻲ ﻃﻠﺐ اﻟﻌﻠﻢ ،ﺗﻤﺮون ﻓﻲ ﺗﺠﺎرب
اﻟﺤﻴﺎة ﺣﻠﻮﻫﺎ وﻣﺮﻫﺎ ،ﺗﻔﺮﺣﻮن وﺗﺘﺄﻟﻤﻮن ،وﻧﺘﺄﻟﻢ ﻟﻤﻜﻢ وﻧﻔﺮح ﻟﻔﺮﺣﻜﻢ .ﻧﻨﻈﺮ إﻟﻰ ﺻﻮرﻛﻢ اﻟﻴﻮم وﻧﺮى
اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ ﻓﻲ ﻋﻴﻮﻧﻜﻢ وﻓﻲ أﻣﺎﻧﻴﻜﻢ ،ﻧﻐﻤﺾ ﻋﻴﻮﻧﻨﺎ وﻧﺸﺎﻫﺪ اﻟﻐﺪ اﻟﻤﺰﻫﺮ ﺑﻄﻤﻮﺣﺎﺗﻜﻢ وآﻣﺎﻟﻜﻢ وﻧﺮى
اﻟﻮﻃﻦ اﺟﻤﻞ واﻓﻀﻞ ﺑﻤﺎ ﺗﻤﺜﻠﻮﻧﻪ ﻣﻦ ﺟﻴﻞ ﺷﺎب واﻋﺪ ﻳﻨﺘﻤﻲ إﻟﻰ ﻫﺬه ارض وإﻟﻰ ﻫﺬه اﻟﻘﻀﻴﺔ.
أﺳﺮة اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ
ﺟﻬﺪﻛﻢ أﺛﻤﺮ وزرﻋﻜﻢ أﻳﻨﻊ وﻟﻜﻢ أن ﺗﻔﺨﺮوا ﺑﻤﺎ ﺣﻘﻘﺘﻢ أﻧﺘﻢ أﻳﻀﺎ ،ﻓﻬﺆﻻء ﻃﻠﺒﺘﻜﻢ وﻫﻢ ﻣﻦ اﺳﺘﺜﻤﺮﺗﻢ
ﻓﻴﻬﻢ وﻗﻀﻴﺘﻢ اﻟﺴﺎﻋﺎت اﻟﻄﻮال ﺗﻨﻘﻠﻮن ﻟﻬﻢ اﻟﻤﻌﺮﻓﺔ واﻟﻌﻠﻢ وﺗﻐﺮﺳﻮن ﻓﻴﻬﻢ اﻟﻘﻴﻢ اﻟﻤﺜﻠﻰ واﻟﻤﺒﺎدئ
اﺳﺎﺳﻴﺔ ،ﻫﺎ ﻫﻢ اﻟﻴﻮم ﻳﺴﺘﻌﺪون ﻟﻼﻧﻄﻼق ﻓﻲ رﺣﻠﺔ اﻟﺤﻴﺎة ﻣﺴﻠﺤﻴﻦ ﺑﻌﻠﻤﻬﻢ ورﻋﺎﻳﺘﻜﻢ وﻣﺤﺒﺘﻜﻢ،
ﻧﺒﺎرك ﻟﻜﻢ ﺟﻤﻴﻌﺎ ﻫﺬه اﻟﺬﻛﺮى ﺑﻤﺮور ﻣﺎﺋﺔ وﺧﻤﺴﻴﻦ ﻋﺎﻣ Éﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﺄﺳﻴﺲ اﻟﻤﺪرﺳﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻓﻠﺴﻄﻴﻦ وﻧﺘﻤﻨﻰ أن
ﺗﻜﻮن أﻳﺎﻣﻜﻢ اﻟﻘﺎدﻣﺔ أﺟﻤﻞ وأﻓﻀﻞ وأﻧﺘﻢ ﺗﺴﻌﻮن إﻟﻰ ﺣﺐ اﻟﺤﻴﺎة ﻣﺎ اﺳﺘﻄﻌﺘﻢ وﻣﺎ اﺳﺘﻄﻌﻨﺎ إﻟﻴﻬﺎ ﺳﺒﻴﻼ.
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The Campaign was launched in March, part of 150
anniversary celebrations, with all RFS students planting a
tree to be named after each class!
RFS aims to plant 150 trees in 2019, and hundreds more in
2020 and 2021, on both campuses to create a school forest
for students and community and increase green space in
Ramallah and El Bireh in general.
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Generations
It was the inspiration to educate women that prompted Eli and Sybil
Jones to launch the work of Quakers in Ramallah 150 years ago. They
saw the potential and promise that was present in the girls of Palestine;
there was recognition that the real backbone of a country is its women.
And that belief has proven true through the past 150 years.
Working hand-in-hand with local Arab women, the Ramallah Girls
Training Home (the future Friends Girls School) was started. The first
principal, Katie Gabriel, was a Lebanese teacher. Among the first
teachers at the Girls Training Home was Emily Aramoonie (a fifteen-year
old Lebanese girl brought from Suk El Garb whose daughters and
granddaughters graduated from the Friends Girls School as well as her
great grandchildren, Rana and Ramzi Hutchison.) Among those early
teachers were Wadia Shatara, Victoria Hannoush, Aniseh Malouf, as well
Rukab Family:
Generations of families at RFS
as their Quaker counterparts: Alice Jones, Mildred White, and Annice
Carter to mention just a few. It was women like these who saw what educated women could do!
Parents were so impressed with the education being given to their daughters that they requested
that a comparable school for boys also be established.
One of the strengths of the Quaker Schools in Ramallah has been their
focus on women. It was, and continues to be, one of its most
important strengths. In the early years they sought to give girls an
opportunity that had been denied them. In the early years they wore a
simple white apron over their dresses, then it developed to a blue
tunic, and today there is a unisex uniform for both girls and boys – a
step towards symbolic equality!
Women are the backbone of society. And through 150 years the RFS
has striven to prove the truth of this statement.
Ghawi Family:
Generations of families at RFS

My mother-in-law, Ellen Audi Mansur was a
1925 graduate of the Friends Girls School and taught there before her
marriage. My late wife, Sina Mansur was a 1962 graduate of the FGS and
also a former teacher; our children, Rana and Ramzi Hutchison, as well as
their maternal grandfather, Jirius Mansur (FBS 1921) are also Friends
Schools’ graduates. And of course, there is my wife’s grandmother, Emily
Aramoonie, that fifteen-year old Lebanese teacher
who taught at the school in 1889, where she met
Elias Audi (who became the first mayor of Ramallah)
the translator for the American missionaries
employed by the school. Ustaz Hutchison taught at
the schools for forty-four years.
Donn Hutchison

Haj Abed Family: Generations of families at RFS

