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A Message from the Head of School 

 
Dear Friend, 

 
At Ramallah Friends School, we believe in planting seeds of hope because every 

child deserves a future full of possibility. Our students face challenges that few 

children encounter worldwide. Yet, they show up each day with determination, 

creativity, and a hunger to learn. 

 
I'm writing to invite you to join our Foundation for Tomorrow campaign—an 

initiative that provides clean water, safe learning environments, and a future 

built on dignity and opportunity. 

 
Your generosity today will directly impact the health, education, and well- 

being of more than 1,600 students. Every gift makes a difference. Every voice 

adds strength. 

 
Together, let’s restore more than just buildings—we can help renew hope. 

With gratitude, 

Rania Maayeh 

Head of School 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation for Tomorrow Campaign 
Building Resilience, Restoring Opportunity 

The Foundation for Tomorrow is a $2 million initiative by Ramallah Friends School aimed at 

expanding educational opportunities and enhancing facilities for students in Palestine. 

 
Phase 1: $420,000, Laying the Foundation: Completing the Annice Carter Memorial Hall  

 
The Annice Carter Memorial Hall will provide for essential needs that will directly impact the daily 

well-being of our students. This Hall will offer three critical infrastructure projects:  

 
• Clean Water Access – Constructing a rainwater collection cistern to end water scarcity and 

ensure a consistent, sustainable, school-wide water supply. 

• Sanitation Facilities – Building outdoor bathrooms near playgrounds and sports areas to 

provide safe, dignified, and accessible sanitation options for students throughout the day. 

• Annice Carter Memorial Hall – The hall will provide our students with an indoor space vital 

for physical education classes and community gatherings, especially during the colder 

months when outdoor play is not possible. 

 
Annice Carter’s Legacy: 

The Annice Carter Memorial Hall is more than a tribute to a former principal, 
it is a reminder of a living legacy that continues to shape our students every 
day. Her leadership in the 1930s helped lay the foundations for a school built 
on dignity, opportunity, and service. Her vision created spaces where 
students could learn with curiosity, grow with confidence, and discover their 
place in a wider world. (Scan to view video: https://youtu.be/wSs-Vy4SnLs?si=AEzV2g4EYm23XnVA) 

Today, our students walk the same halls Annice once walked, benefiting from the values she 

instilled nearly a century ago. Her commitment to education, her deep belief in community, and 

her dedication to providing essential resources—such as establishing one of the school’s first 

wells, continue to inspire our work and enrich the daily experience of every learner. 

https://youtu.be/wSs-Vy4SnLs?si=AEzV2g4EYm23XnVA


Foundation for Tomorrow Campaign 
Building Resilience, Restoring Opportunity 

Phase 2: $1,580,000, Building Futures: Education and Vocational Growth. 

 
BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council) qualifications are globally recognized, 

hands-on programs designed to prepare students for both higher education and the 

workforce. They focus on practical learning, continuous assessment, and real-world 

application, offering a compelling alternative to traditional exam-heavy programs. 

 
Why BTEC Matters at Friends School? 

1. Inclusive Alternative for Non-IB Students 

Not every student is suited to the academically rigorous and exam-heavy IB Diploma 

Programme. BTEC offers a meaningful, globally respected alternative pathway for students 

who: 

 Prefer coursework and project-based learning 

 Have different learning styles or needs 

 Face challenges with exam-based assessment 

 Seek practical skills that directly connect to employment or vocational studies. 

Over 90% of BTEC students progress to work or higher education, and more than 200 

universities worldwide accept BTEC qualifications, including many in the UK, EU, and the 

Middle East. 

 
2. BTEC: Practical Pathways Alongside IB: 

At Friends School, students who do not pursue the full IB Diploma can opt for a blended 

program—combining BTEC vocational courses with key IB components. This model balances 

academic rigor with practical skills. 

 BTEC provides a flexible option for students who opt out of the full IB Diploma Programme. 

 Students can combine BTEC vocational courses with selected IB core components. 

 This hybrid model promotes both academic achievement and real-world, career-ready 

skills. 

 Offers more flexibility to accommodate various learning styles, interests, and future 

ambitions. 



 

 
3. Real-World Preparation 

 
BTEC prepares students for careers by: 

 Developing employability skills: teamwork, communication, problem-solving. 

 Offering internship and project options linked to industries. 

 Making learning relevant to local Palestinian and global contexts 

(e.g., entrepreneurship, digital literacy, health services). 

 
4. Aligns with Quaker Values 

 
BTEC fosters inclusion, personal growth, and lifelong learning, core values aligned with the 

mission of Friends School. It encourages service-based learning and the dignity of all types of 

work and contribution, not just academic achievement. 

 
5. Builds Local Capacity 

 
In the Palestinian context, BTEC programs can be tailored to national needs: 

 Entrepreneurship, digital skills, business management, ICT, and hospitality. 

 Helping students develop employable skills or launch small enterprises. 

 Providing clear pathways to local and international universities, with recognition from 

over 200 institutions worldwide. 

 
Conclusion: A Pathway for Every Learner 

Adding BTEC to Friends School’s offerings will: 

    Widen access to quality education. 

  Promote equity for students of varied academic strengths. 

  Prepare young people for both university and meaningful careers. 



Ways to Give 
 

Every gift, regardless of its size, plays a vital role in supporting the work of Ramallah 

Friends School. All contributions outside Palestine should contribute through our 

international partner, Friends United Meeting (FUM). FUM is a US 501(c)(3) organization. Here 

are the ways you can partner with us: 

 
• Donate by Mail: You can send your check directly to 

Friends United Meeting 

Memo: Foundation for Tomorrow 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

 
• Online Contributions: For convenient and secure giving, please scan the QR code or visit our 

website at https://sl1nk.com/T8RG8 

 
• Wire or ACH (Automated Clearing House) Transfer: Set up a recurring or one-time or 

recurring gift directly from your bank account. Contact RaniaM@fum.org or KellyK@fum.org 

to make arrangements. 

 
• Give Through Your IRA (Qualified Charitable Distribution): If you are age 70½ or older, you 

can make a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) directly from your IRA to FUM. This can be a 

tax-advantaged way to support our mission. Consult with your financial advisor to see if this 

option is right for you. 

 
Every contribution, no matter the size, brings us closer to our $2,000,000 goal. 

 

       Ramallah Friends School is so grateful for  
       your support and partnership.  
       Together, we will build Foundations for  
       Tomorrow for the youth of Palestine. 

https://sl1nk.com/T8RG8
mailto:RaniaM@fum.org
mailto:KellyK@fum.org

