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of trust with ‘
!earnlng mome‘nts is an mtegral part of Ieadershlp Connectlng Wlth parents and glvmg the
appropriate time (even if it feels as if there ish't enough of it sometimes) and attention allows
deepen our partnership in promoting the school and the teaching and learning processes. In all ou
interactions, it is most important that every conversation begins from a place of mutual respect and.
most certainly, a place of love.. i

This year was not an easy one. It contamed many challenges - as cliché as that sounds, it is true.
Beyond the first month (that was defined by a nostalgia that overwhelmed my senses every time |
walked through the hai]way) the entire first semester felt as if | was hit by one high wave after the
: other. In fact, it might be safe to say that the' entire year felt like this with varying degrees of intensity.
'a-0W|ng mto thlS leader- and partnershlp isa 1ot llke Iearnmg a new Ianguage but by the end of this year, we as a team have gone A
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“From their computer
screens to their hands”

Technology class just got a lot more
exciting at RFS. We are always looking
for new ways to engage students, share
knowledge and enhance the learning
process. \We are committed to being at the
forefront of education and determined
to provide RFS students with continued
opportunities in experiential learning.

In 2013 we partnered with Al-Nayzak, a
Jerusalem-based organization working to
increase opportunities for young people
in science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM); to expand our technological
capabilities. Initial projects included
teacher training and the implementation
of smart boards in our classrooms.

Today, we wish to update you on the

interactive technology and robotics

Salim Zughayer
RFS IT Manager

laboratory. With the help of Al-
Nayzak, we installed 16 computers and
development workstations, lab tables,
and innovative instructor teaching tools.
Students, beginning in 7th grade, have the
opportunity to learn about technology by
experiencing it.

Students learn the art of stop motion
animation and movie production. They
are able to experience architecture and
modeling development through the use
of Google Sketch. They become familiar
with website design, and even learn
how to build their own websites! They
even learn the intricacies of robotics—
beginning with building the robot
and writing the code to live tests and
demonstrations.

This laboratory allows students to see
ideas come to life. Connections are made
between what it means to design and

what it means to build. It starts with
an idea—students brainstorm what
they want to create, develop drafts and
designs on the computer and then begin
construction. Something that once sat
on the computer screen is now in their
hands.

Technological literacy is becoming
increasingly prevalent in our everyday
lives and a critical skill in the global
workforce. This classroom encourages
students to be creative while introducing
them to the fundamentals of the STEM
world. We are excited to continue to
find innovative ways to teach and look
forward to helping our students make
their ideas come to life.

o
e
[ - ]
-

RFS students during their
technology lab clas
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. 4 S Khalili | & ; R Anas Assi |
Adnan Badran : Ahmad Badran Sl & : ; et . Janal bggsbeifét
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Ramez Atta & Mayar Baker
& Lynne Sadedin
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Mohammad Sabbagh &
Wardeh Daibes
best personality

Murid Rifai
nice guy

: 8 nd Jibril - taweel |
% Sabina Awwad :
most adorables |, T

Raja Sakakini
the professor

- TR 3 .
Nicole Zakkak | e
& Mays Dahadha Rena Nabulsi
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Saif Elian
bitter sweet
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| sleeping beauty
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 joyful surprise

Ghayath Hammouz
a person you wish
you knew
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Jiries Nasrawi

rendable i most ambitious
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class angel’
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The Decision of Becoming Immortal

When | turned sixteen | decided | wanted to live forever. The

orgasmic thought of my ongoing existence on someone’s bookshelf

has always fascinated me, not because of the fame that may accompany

my words, but because belonging to a legacy of influential change-makers is

j the ultimate ambition per se. This ambition, however, may inspire a ‘yeah right’

kind of laughter. | hear it - ‘them’ laughing at me every time | dare to think of such

future. Needless to say, the second group doesn't even bother me; my biggest battle is

with the greatest satirist of all time; destiny. Destiny has always been a problematic

concept for me, especially as a Palestinian,;because, first of all, destiny means accepting

whatever circumstances you were put under while waiting for them to end with patience;

and secondly, in Palestine, the examples are not at all that positive. How? Well, you're born a

Palestinian and most likely born a refugee, you long for freedom but dying for it is scary, and

all you want is a cozy home and loving family to share rare happiness with. Our options are
aborted and our lives have been written with the pens of death before seeing light.

I don‘t like the view of Palestinians as heroes nor do | withstand such lifestyle. No one is born to
save anyone, no one is born to fight and die for anyone - or anything. As a matter of fact, the
sentence ‘born to ...." shouldn’t be even said. You choose what you want to do, what you want
to fight for and who you want to be. No matter how difficult reality gets, your dreams are of

your imagination and should not be imposed upon your gloomy pillow by anything ‘

preconceived. Of course, what I'm saying is somewhat romantic and, even for myself, very
hard to believe. Thus, | comfort myself with saying that ‘trying to get there is enough.’
So how can | kiii it? How can i triumph over this pattern that had exterminate
generations before me? How can | win in a war whose outcome has already been
decided?

How can | become immortal in a country where the death toll rises per minute?

Mutaz Ayesh
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AMRO HAMID BASHAR ABU EQTAISH CRLA HAJAL

DARA SABI GRECIELLA MASAAD HALA ABU ALTAYEB HAMZA AWAD LAYAN SHINANAH LOUR YASIN

SHHABEDN SHIHAB WARRDNOLR VASMNEHASSN  YAZANABUHAEH  YOUSEF ALVBAD IAD ANABTAN

SAIF NASEREDDIN
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DARA KHARRAZ

LOOR AMIN

FIRAS ANABTAWI

o

LUBNA ABU-RAHMA

AMRO ABEI- EIN

FUAD SHEHADEH

JOUD TOUQAN

MICHAELL SHAMIEH ~ NADEEM BARGHOUTTI

SARY HAMMAD

ANTONE ZAKAK

KARIM SHALABI
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SHARBHL SHOAR

KHALIL ASBAH

o

NADER ABBAS

s
TAREQ MUALLEM

i

LAILA ALBINA

LAYAL ABDUIRAZEQ




Through Education

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “You can chain me, you can torture me, you can
even destroy this body, but you will never imprison my mind.”
This quote perfectly describes the Palestinian - Israeli conflict. The Israeli
government works tirelessly to prevent Palestinian youth from growing up into an
educated generation that would pose a real threat to the occupation . Education is the
most powerful weapon that can change the world and promptly end the occupation of
our country. Through education we will have a generation that will carry on the struggle
of our cause and work hard towards freeing our beloved land. Through education we
shall diffuse our ideas and experiences to let the whole world know that we shall not rest
until we achieve complete freedom. Through education we shall come to realize the
uselessness of all these petty political factions and achieve unity again as Palestinians
under a single banner.
I would like to end by adding that resistance comes in many forms. | am personally
against hurling rocks or physically endangering myself and others because through
education, we might have the potential to reach our ultimate goal with minimal
losses; and above all, with much grace and courage, the same grace and courage
that drove the British out of India.
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EIGHTH GRADE ‘A’




MICHAEL RANTISSI MICHEl MASAAD MIZY ANA MUSHASHA

b
k.
o *,
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ADAM AMIN

SAMEER KARAM

ADNAN KATKHUDA

SHARAF NASSER

AFAMIA ABDELRAHMAN AHMAD DURRA
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ABDELFATAH NOFAL ADAM ABID-KARAKRA AHMAD ANABTAWI AHMAD AWWAD CHRISTOPHER KHAYAT
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ELIAS SAWALHA

| ~ DIANE GHANAYEM KAREM AKER

KARAM AL-DEEK

KHALED QATAMESH LAILA HABAYEB LUAT AL-HINDI MADBARGHOUT  MARIA DABBAH

il

NARA ASBAH RAMSEY MOGANNAM  RAND ABUHOMOS
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CARI ANARTAWI TARFK ARLI-AMP YARA RARGHOLITHY TEN ARU-HINFH

REEM RARHAM RUlI'A HAMMOUDFH
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SARA ABLI YOLISFF
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8™ grade has been one of the best classes I've passed through in my school
years, and | hope I'll still be in better ones in the near future! 8th grade has
given me the chance to attend the PalMUN for the first time. It has also given
me the opportunity to become friends with those who are younger than me,
which made me realize that friendship has no age limet. But this doesn‘t mean
I'll forget my friends who have stood with me along the years. In 8th grade |
also had the chance to meet new teachers who are new to school like Ustaz
Islam, as well as older members of the faculty like Mrs. Abla and Ustaz Jaffal.
This year will be an unforgettable one for me. But once again, | hope for the
better years ahead!

Faisal Abu-Ghazaleh, 8"A







DALIA ABUNASSAR
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FADI ZAROUR FARES I5SA JHAD AWAD

MAYSANNE MURAD MCHEAL AWAD MIRA TREISH

QAYS JABER RAMZI DAHER REEM OMI:ARI

NATAL ZAGHAL

0

SAF EL-DEIN HUSSEN SALMA SAFFARN THARNAR JAHI TOUOUAN IAD TUFFAHA
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MARAHDUQMAQ
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MARIA AWWAD
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SARA HAMMOUDEH
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MOHAMAD HA
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TAMER ANSARA
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JOY KAMEL
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GABRIELLA MASAAD

ALISAR ABDEL KAREEM ALISAR ZAKKAK FARES 172

KINNAN ABDALHAMID MARIA BARGHOUTHI

NAHEEL AYESH REGINA KIDESS SALAHELDEEN BADRIYEH SAMA ABBAS

TALEENFAR TIANA ZAIBAK YASMEEN DUiElI YAZID NASSER ANA HAMAD pE



This year has been a blast! Learning new things and
conguering our fears. We have enjoyed our time together, which
allowed us to learn more about each other. Learning from our mistakes,
and turning them into masterpieces. It's like being born again, but at an older
age. We seventh graders have accomplished a lot in this past year. We have
learned new facts, met new personalities, and most importantly, we have learned
.who we're meant to be
Enjoying our new experience and having fun! Together we can make a difference.
Breaking out of our shells and staying strong no matter what. Fighting for our land until
.we reach our goal,freedom

Salma Amer Ali Safarini 7B
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Call it Life

I'm not your slave,
I'm not yours,
You can't change me,
I'm happy the way | am.

You like me or not,
You have to respect me,
No matter who | am,
Or what | am.

You don’t have to believe me,
But it's not your right to take my people,
It's not in your hands,
Rich, or poor, black, or white,
we're all the same.

| respect you,
Though | may not like you,
If I'm a thing you can buy,
Then why aren’t you?

| am human, with rights,
And all due respect,
| don't kidnap your children,
So why kidnap mine?

| have a dream,

A dream that could be impossible:
May war, slavery, and occupation end.
And by the way, don’t call me your slave,
or your enemy, because | am not.

I'm just human, built up of mistakes.

SALMA SAFARINI




FBS fourth Spelling Bee

Some people can rote learn spelling, and
still fail to understand the way words
work together. A big part of reading is to
understand how words work together,
and how they can be manipulated to
serve the writer's purpose, this for sure
begins with spelling. At FBS, seventh
graders learn to spell by engaging in the
annual spelling bee.

In preparation for the final competition,
students are encouraged to observe
spelling bees in progress. They utilize
dictionaries, study guides, and many
other references to practice new words
and expand their wvocabulary. They
compete weekly in their sections and

i

those who win the preliminary rounds
are then qualified to represent their class
in the final spelling bee competition.

Spelling cements the connection between
letters and their sounds. It also helps
deepen the understanding of words and
their meaning which improves reading
comprehension and writing. Best of all,
students get to enjoy learning how to
spell in a fun and healthy environment.

FBS conducted its fourth annual Spelling
Bee on Monday, December 7th, 2015,
at 2.00 PM. Twelve students competed
against each other as teams of four
representing 7th D who came in fourth
place, 7th Ain third place, 7th Cin second

place, and 7th B who w
winner for the year 2015/2
Students put in an impressi
spellers worked hard and
the spelling bee. . Five r )
the competition was fierce, an

were spelling challenging words.
the most important lesson learned

experience with others. Thank-ﬁlo‘-
parents who supported and contint
support the annual spelling bee.

Looking forward to the fifth Spelling Bee
next year!

Samah Hussein
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7 From explorlng the ancient ruins of the Acropolrs in Athens, to roamlng the ‘
magnificent city of Petra, to bicycling the quaint streets of The Hague, to proudly
observing our very own Palestine MUN Conference, it has been my pleasure to
serve as the Model United Nations advisor. The rapidly increasing interest in MUN
over the last two years demonstrates the commitment of our students to global
issues and their interest in being leaders of the future.
Under the dedicated leadership of our President Nicole Zakkak and Vice President %
Nahla Mubaied, as well as Yazid Malki, Yousef Jadallah and Yasmeen Hulaileh, MUN
grew to new heights this past year. They organized a bigger and better Palestine
MUN to include an Arab League conducted in Arabic. In addition, students £
traveled to three international conferences including Amman, Jordan; Athens,
Greece; and The Hague, Holland. The board worked harder than ever before .. &
to prepare our students effectively, so that they could compete at a high level, %
winning several awards including "Best Delegate". All the credit belongs to :'
the hard work of the leadership team and the passion of our delegates.
| would like to take this opportunity to recognize the groups of people who
have made this convention happen. While we've been pulling long hours in 1'%
debate and on the dance floor during the past week, a team of

i




80 plus members of the RFS MUN Club host team had been working
hard for the past year to make this conference happen. From them came
the volunteers who guided us to committees each morning, the pages who
~.delivered us notes at the committees, the chairs who helped the meetings
run so smoothly, the heads whose innovations and dedication set the bar for
. PalMUN at an entirely new level, and the countless others who made this
week a remarkable one. ‘
It is important to remember, however, that MUN is not merely about
traveling to conferences and having debates; the global issues affect real
people and require a real commitment and sacrifice in order to affect real
change. Many of you would go off onto elite academic institutions around
the world where the pressure would likely be tremendous to conform to
whatever the powers that be dictate, and you would probably make plenty
of money doing so. Whichever the case, don't forget that you need to be a
critical and dissenting voice in all your classes and programs you join; you need e
to constantly question and push your professors and peers to think about the l e
exploitative effects of the powerful-economically and politically—on the poorest
and most marginalized peoples worldwide. You have a great responsibilityto |
use the power and privilege you will have to make the world a more just place
to live in.

Walid Ghozzi
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5. ' define loT as the spread of too many objects around us such
hich communicate with each other through a modern wireless

Internet of things can
as sensors, mobile p

network to accomplis D gealsindifferent fields such as e-health, electric home appliance techniques
(smart home) and othe ' w.of information that takes place between different devices that
use the internet as a mication. The loT is not a new concept in technology since the first
internet device was a Co| ine that a group of programmers connected to the internet to check

its status and verify if thei e cold. This was in the 1980s at Carnegie Melon University. Kevin Ashton,
the executive director of the'Massachusetts |nstitute of Technology (MIT), was the first one to use the term loT
in 1999, when he was speaking about the evolution of technology in creating and storing data by machines
instead of humans. In the same year, Neil Gershenfeld discussed loT basics and fundamentals in his book "When
Things Start to Think"”. After that, electronics giant LG announced plans for using such technology in their
refrigerators, “Internet of Refrigerator” in 2000. Later, the RFID was widely spread by the US Department of
Defense in their commercial program between 2003-2004, followed by the International Telecommunications
Union (ITU) which published its first report on the |oT topic in 2005. Between 2008-2009, Cisco started dealing
with loT. Now, we can find internet of things in almost all aspects of daily life, aspects which must go through
the infrastructure of the internet, itself ridden with hackers and intruders trying to access the information
that’s being exchanged between smart devices. Thus, security issues are the first priority we have to take into
account during the planning steps of |oT to avoid any unexpected security risks.

Fadi Abou Farha










Can people travel without leaving their rooms? Can people walk on the streets of Paris, listen to the
sound of raindrops in Japan, visit the exhibitions of famous world museums, or discover new places in
their country? If you are young, open-minded, and an art student at the Friends Boys School, you will
have the opportunity to use your fantasy freely and soar in the world of art by imitating the great
masters through new skills and techniques.
This year, the seventh graders had a fantastic journey in the history of art by studying the great
masters like Andre Derain, Henry Matisse, Paul Gauguin, and Georges Seurat. The students practiced
with meditation and learned to control their feelings and emotions through drawing while listening to
Zen music.
Ninth graders also embarked upon a journey of their own; they explored local Palestinian culture
with its rich art and made several community visits to famous local and historical landmarks.
Students tried to capture moments in Palestinian history with photographs and used their
knowledge of perspective to recreate what they had seen on posters. Students had great success
in this endeavor given their efforts, skills, and love for their country.

The same student groups participated in school activities directed against smoking. They
demonstrated their position by translating their thoughts into colorful drawmgs on wide
canvases inside and outside the auditorium.
With the arrival of new students from the Friends’ lower campus next year, our school
community is expected to grow, and with much warmth | would like to welcome the sixth
grade students to join me in a new adventure in art class. =1
Welcome to another journey into the fantastic world of art!

Galina Barghouti
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. GommunitydRAService R
Service and Action in the IB program

r"".Action (learning by doing and experiencing) is a key component in constructivist models
; of education, including the kind of teaching and learning common to all IB programmes.
Service, as a subset of action, has always been a shared value of the IB community. IB learners
strive to be caring members of the community who demonstrate a personal commitment to |
service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.
MYP learning outcomes for service
With appropriate guidance and support, MYP students should, through their engagement
with service as action:
» become more aware of their own strengths and areas for growth
» undertake challenges that develop new skills
» discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated activities
. ® persevere in action
o work collaboratively with others
¢ develop international-mindedness through global engagement, multilingualism and Intercultural
| understanding
e consider the ethical implications of their actions.
These learning outcomes identify the substance of students’ self-reflection en service
as action. All of these learning outcomes are closely associated with IB learner profile
attributes and ATL skills. Through their participation in service, students can become
more confident, self-regulated learners.

Mohammad Saleem
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