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It has been yet another busy year with many accomplishments
to be proud of. The Board and | have been busy with many
new projects — all aiming at improving the educational
experiences of our dear students.

After a long search, the Board of Trustees and FUM identified
a very promising candidate to take over the exceptional
work of Dr. Hendrik Taatgen as Lower School Principal. Dr.
Kenneth Hulslander of Denver, Colorado -- an experienced
educator with distinct experiences in the elementary school
setting -- will commence his work with us in early August.
It is certainly very difficult to see Hendrik leave us after
seeing the fruits of his extraordinary accomplishments and
his friendship. Hendrik was instrumental in initiating a very
courageous change process at the FGS. With some natural
resistance at the beginning, Hendrik managed to get teachers
on board and embracing the new approaches to learning he
was passionately advocating for. We will miss Hendrik and
promise him to continue in his footsteps. We know that the
school made a life-long friend in him and his wife Marga; we
wish them both the very best.

With all these wonderful changes taking place and the MYP
program well underway at the Upper School, there was a
need to step back and re-evaluate how these new pedagogical
approaches relate to our facilities and varied learning spaces
available to us. Additional funding successfully raised
from USAID/ASHA and other programs made this process
attainable through a comprehensive master-planning process
that includes the design of a sustainable and creative middle
school building. While our campuses are indeed beautiful
spaces, we are yet to take full advantage of our upgraded
facilities, our green spaces and ecological environments to
maximize and invigorate the learning of our students. To help
us with the process the school contracted an international
architectural firm, Fielding Nair (FNI), specializing in the
building of schools.

FNI is not your typical architectural firm. Their motto
is “instruction before construction” — meaning that before
venturing into building new educational spaces that support
creative and modern learning environments, we must make
sure our teachers and students are ready for them. This is why
Walther Hetzer, the lead educator, and Ritsaart (Rits) Marcelis
the lead architect. joined efforts during their “Discovery Visit"
to the schools in April, and started a most exciting exploration
process. Other than the expected touring of the schools,
several stakeholder meetings took place involving the entire
school community. Visioning workshops were held with
students, administrators and teachers and others with parents
and trustees. For three days our entire school community
was fully engrossed in answering questions such as: what is
your more preferred method of learning? What does your
ideal school look like (lower elementary students were asked
to draw), how can we better take advantage of our campuses?
What do you need to succeed as a teacher?

The ultimate result was astounding and very telling. Some
key issues that emerged included the need to focus more on
technology in education as well as make greater use of outdoor
Iearning environments. .. and yes, many wanted a swimming
pool. On the new building design the message was loud and
clear: it needs to move away from the traditional classroom
set-up and be as “green” as can possibly be. While | look
forward for the end result on this process, | recognize that
the true blessing went beyond the tangible; it was witnessing
the entire school community taking ownership and actively
participating in the future planning of their school that gave
me the greatest joy.

With that, | wish everyone a delightful summer break.
Students.... Don't forget to read!

School Director
loyce Ajlouny
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IT Department

ILis not about the technology: it's about sharing knowledge and information,
communicating efficiently, building learning communities and ereating
a culture of prolessmnﬂllsm in schools. Thls can be defined as one of
our fechnological aspirations in the Friends Schools, It's truly amazing
to reach an extent where a student and his fellow peers remolely observe
their teacher's updates.

Lately, the Friends School IT Department had the fortitude to develop
many contemporary modern technioues to enhance the |CT. RFS portal
aids in students-parents communication; teachers allow parents to follow
up with their kids' homework, exams. digital report cards, tardiness,
absence, and behavior records. The smart synchronizer directly transfers
an email to parents inlerpreting each and every activity of the student,
Kindly asking them through a friendly text to check the portal.

Google Apps is another remarkable step we took in our educational
trajectory; Google Apps offered fo schools and any other educational
entities aims to improve the teacher, student, and parents’ proficiency in
using technology for educational purposes. Google Apps provide many
useful features such as: user and group provisioning, emails, user-managed
forums and mailing lists, shared caléndar, archiving, search, discovery, and
blog. In addition to that; e can highly profit from shared docs; teachers
will upload any appropriately related document so'that the students will
be able to check ite This feature can beshighly beneficialisince it cuts
paper useiand saves-time and effortfor the student and his orherparent.
Google siles are also a giant accomplishment that RFS developed'in the
last six ‘manths. Every teacher has his or her own Google Site allowing
him to update the progress of teaching regarding that subject, as well as
homework, eXams, projects, and any other relevant information.

RFS [T Manager
Salim Zughayer
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Beep Beep

When [ was six, my dad would wake me up every day and I would go
to school with “em. And then ...one day | woke up at 7:30, my sister
woke me up. | woke up confused.

I didn't say anything but when my mom showed me the bus that was
going to take me to school, it was old and rusty. [t would call me
with its beep, but nothing was like the sound of our car's beep. It
was just like a soft wemanly voice, and that bus was like an old man,
yelling at you to get your ass up into it. When it moves, you'd feel
that it's old; it's going to die out in the road leaving you inside it's
dead body.

And after that when | asked my mom: "Mom where's Dad ?” She
didn't reply. While I was eating my ice cream, out of my anger and
frustration, [ screamed: “Mom, why did he go?" She wiped her tears
with a tissue and answered: “l don't know.” It was a strange silence,
or as my grandmother called it: “The silence before the storm.”

After school, [ was waiting for that beep but it came late, half an hour
late. It came from the wrong person; it came from my mom and then
I asked my mom: “Momma, where's Dad?” And she said, "He went
to get some toys.” And [ said, “Momma, [ don't want any toys: tell
“em to come back.”

From this day on, [ have lived what has become my bittersweet life: a
life of hatred, and anger. | hope that one day he'll come back home,
and then [ would live the rest of my life, happily forgetting he ever
left. Until one day [ realized that il isn't going to happen the way
[ wanted it to happen. [ figured life was bittersweet: fire is as cold
as snow.

Ironically, | know that it sounds like BS at the moment, but when you
spend years of your life just sitting and thinking and thinking, you
come lo the conclusion that everything is its own opposite, that the
world's mask has flew away by the wind the of truth. You now see the
world's true face; you see that what they taught you in kindergarten
was all lies, that not everyone's nice, that sometimes you can't trust
anyone with anything, that you can get betrayed by your own, that
you might sometimes be on your own.

vears after that, my father returned for a month, after five years of not
entering his house, two days after his return, my grandma, she died, he
was so angry, he had every reason to be angry, because two days after
his return he witnesses the sickness and death of his own mother .

so yeah, you can say that life is good, but T will be there Lo convince
that “good” or “bad” aren't what you call life because it’s both good
and bad. and till this day i still am hoping that one day me and father
and my mother and my siblings can live under the same roof, with
each other.

By Ali Abdallah
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The magnificent, splendid art of photography is an international language
meant to be understood directly or by thinking and processing details. Art
is a beauty created by humans because they have certain emotions, ideas,
thoughts, and expressions that can't be expressed by words and can be
expressed by photography. | feel affection for all types of arts, but 1 have
chosen photography to be my major focus because I like to take photos of
valuable moments in life and also of nature because nature always changes.
[ like to create an environment to express my message. 1 feel more flexible
while making photography than other arts. For instance, | feel that when my
actual word is seen by the camera, the dream and reality become mixed up.
This leads me 1o satisfaction; it makes me happy, and [ just love when | am
in high spirits. From living things to abstract, | make perfection because
of my passion to photography... So because I love, I try my best to make
faultlessness out of it my work. As Sandish Kadur said, "it does not have to
be a beautiful picture, but it has to have beautiful and meaningful messages.”

Youssef EL Hassan
(9A)
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Some of you, students, know me better than others. For
some of you, 1 am sure, you recognize me in the halls or
on campus as simply that young “Palestinian-American” 9th
grade teacher who gives mean, disapproving glares when she
sees you doing something you know you shouldn't be. For
others, you have gotten to know me and what is behind those
looks much better.

[ hope that regardless of which group you fall into, you have
learned one thing by now:

[ know your potential, and I expect you to push it past your
privilege.

Despite living in the situation we do as Palestinians, whether
under occupation or in the diaspora, despite our common
struggles, we do all have varying levels of privilege. As young
as you are, this applies to you, as well. It's true that we don't
choose what positions in the world we are born into, but we
do choose what we do with those opportunities.

Your privilege will give you opportunities in your life that
many Palestinian youth could only dream of. You will face
choices of what to do with those opportunities - whether you
will choose to use them to move your community forward and
bring it together, or simply use it for your own gain. You will
have to decide whether you develop your potential, so that

)

your ability speaks for itself, or if your privilege will be what
people recognize you by.

| have seen what happens when you are asked the right
questions, and when you push yourselves to answer them.
| encourage you lo keep trying to answer these dilficult
questions, and to question the answers you are given by
others. | hope you push your potential as far as il can be
pushed, and then | hope you stretch it even further. | have
all the confidence that when you do, you will be the same
inspiration to others as you have been to me.

Miss Nour Joudah
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Theater
Comes
Alive at FBS,
AGAIN!

Before [ even stepped foot in the Ramallah
Cultural Palace, | knew il was going lo be
a big hit based on Mrs. Samah Hussein's
previous plays. | have walched previous
plays directed by Mrs. Hussein and knew
to expect a powerful performance by the
Friends Boys School students in her latest,

one of a kind play, named sl &5l

After watching the play, | was reassured
that Palestinians have a wonderful spirit
for drama. 1, and all of the audience,
who watched the play deeply thank Bader
Jarai, Rabee Haj Abed, Sasha Ashah,
Zaina Barghouthy, Bader Barghouthy.
Asad Abu Gosh, Jamal Abdel Fattah,
and all the students who participated.
Their amazing performance showed that
Palestinian audiences deserve to know all

about drama. In my opinion, .l gyl
resembles real Palestinian society, and,
as we were laughing, crying and feeling
proud, we felt we were living our daily
life, which may be hard, bul is a life worth
living. Mrs. Hussein and her dedicated

colleagues, Anan Barghouthy and Sharaf

DarZeid, also taught us that to produce
a successful project, one must work as a
Leam; this is a lesson we can all take back
to our own lives.

Nadine Bahour
(7A)

It's not about teaching
technology; it's teaching
with technology!

The technological tools that students of today have at their disposal make the task of learning easier
and allow for the creation of products that would once have been impossible. By integrating technology
into their classroom, Leachers of all subjects can allow their students to reap the benefits that these
technology tools offer and prepare to use technology in the real world.

Technology Is often Intriguing o students, leading to a higher degree of student motivation. When
students tire of exploring standard written texts or composing essays on paper, Leachers can regain
their interest by providing them with technology-rich lessons that allow them to use technology to
learn and produce creative and dynamic products, such as digital movies or multi-media presentations.
Because students are more interested in creating their intriguing works, they focus more attention on the
completion of the task and, by connection, learn more.

After ohserving my students in the seventh grade using their laptops at the beginning of October 2012,
I strongly believe now that the use of laptops in the classroom is beneficial, even though Lhere are those
who will argue lo the contrary, stating that the use of laptops is a distraction.

We have to acknowledge the reality thal using laptops. in the classroom is a relatively new phenomenon
that has taken place only in the last few years. At the same time, there Is a trend toward the increasing
use of laptops in classroom settings. This is because they are proving to be extremely beneficial lo
teachers and students.

Seventh graders who use laptop technologies in their English Language class have reported greater
satisfaction with their overall academic experiences this year. Students using laptops in class exhibited
higher motivation. Laptops have also been shown to improve student achievement, and make a significant
difference in study habits. Students reported that laptops helped with classroom assignments, email,
communication and research. Similarly, students benefited from using PowerPoint presentations and
reviewing course material via the laptop. In addition, some students believe laptops make learning
easler.

It is the greatest time in history to be in a classroom because teaching with technology is changing at an
exponential rate, and our students can thrive with it}

Samah Hussein
English Language Teacher
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SEVENTH GRADE

Importance of spelling makes bees vital for students

One of the most interesting parts of any language is the correct spelling of words. Unless a word is spelled correctly, the person reading the writing could not
be sure what the message is il any of the words are misspelled.

Learning spelling words is important to a child's future. Spelling words help lay the basic foundation that your child will need throughou his education and life.

Spelling is also important because it aids in reading. It helps cement the connection that is shared between sounds and letlers. Learning high freauency sight
words also has been shown to help with both reading and writing, Spelling and reading also have 4 commen factor, proficiency with language. Children should
be relaxed about spelling; if not, it will inhibit their writing. They will be less willing to write out their assignments. When you listen to a struggling speller
speak or read something that he or she has wrillen, L is impossible nol Lo nolice that their choice of words may be poor or limited. This is very unfortunate
because writing is something that we do throughout our lifetimes.

For all these reasons, FBS conducted its first Spelling Bee on Saturday, 27th of April, al 2.00 PM. It was designed to help students improve their spelling,
increasing their vocabularies, learn concepts, and develop correct English usage that will help them all their lives. Nine students competed against each other
as teams of three representing 7th A who came in third place, 7th B in second place, and 7th € who was crowned the winner of the year 2013. Those students
excelled with their self-esteem, confidence, spelling capabilities, communication skills, and interpersonal skills.

Looking forward to next year’s Spelling Beel

Samah Hussein
English Language teacher
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Musa Musa Is a young artist from Ramallah
13 years old and has been
3. His parents

qids Schools, He is

i
drawing since the oge of
Jdiscovered his talent at a young age
anee they have been fully supporting
developing his talent. He itended the Young
Artist Forum in Ramallah for 7 years starting
Musa also attended the Art

and ever

in

from the age ol 4
Institute of Chicago program for young artists

during his summer visits to the United States.

This is Musa's first exhibition; the
collection consists mostly of abstract art and a
few sketches. Each piee is inspired from his
|w|w|m| life experiences but every person
connects to his artwork differently. At every stage
i his life, he has experimented with different
techniques,  developing  his  artwork o @

professional level.
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MRS SAMAH HUSSEIN

One reason we are all“drawn fo. theatre, and &
reasan the theatrelis stillavital part ofiour culture
aller three thousand years, is ilsenduring power to

engageour passians and impottant fdeas inaway
that is immediate and meaninglil to the audience

and the actars. That's why theatiets #s valuable as
an educationaltoall y

Positive self-esteem, confidence (o communicate
clfectively,  enjoyments ‘ef  language  and
communication. good pronuneiation’ and voice
contrel, abilily o/ share and present Ideas, and
theatre lechnioue & cenfidence: tosperfarm: and
take part in shaws ane all skills gained through ¢

drana s for thesereasons-that-FBS tas-been= that faced: lwmh&wmw#mm%&begtnmng#—akkﬂhwn—fhﬁ&nﬁealfww
s I was worried that five of the

interested indeveloping eustomized drama elassesss
as part of the schoobeurmiculum for grades seventh
thraugh tenth, and as partSoithe extractrricular
activities that streteh our students® imaginations,
deliver an insplrational Sleaining, experience for
every ene el them, whalever ":fa‘ge they are at, ard
enhianee learning ancl'cammunication\in Key arcas
ol the school curricultim and beyend. Ever since
our school gave the students the oppofiunity lo
bel part ol alterschoal Bramal activity there was
enthustastic participationtby students of difterent
age groups. Soon, our school Stage became
the right place’ where students canilet thelr
imaginations soar, allow thent Lo explore their
creativily and learn the tools they need o express
their thoughts and ideas. The autcome was always
an excellent group of dstudents who' confidently
took part in an annual great thealrical performance
thal impressed theatidence.

con developing

‘dramatic form, but also in terms af commitmenl &

- inake them mote effective as future leaders. Soon
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This ‘year FBS' diama commntcc decided o
adapt™ ane of Mohammad al=Maghout plays :
mainly because his pactic dish was the closest 3
to that dreamy wandering and  suffoeation and &
disillusionment with the relgning ¢ world He was,
with His sarcastic tone and bleak outlosk, the &
closest Lo our imagination, poetic'menory and to !
the climate af Arab reality andits aborted dreams.
e is the-poet of the fulure as much as he is the
poet of realityand conlemporary limes. Qut of al= 3
Maghout's plays, «liz = Was our chaice. :

.
.
L)
.

eea

Fourteen students from all geades were chosen to. §
taxe part I e play. Therewere lols of obstacles &

participants are s
graduates flis yearl Getting fundraising was :
anather issue. And finally, it was the length of &
the play which was too long: which means long & :
hours of rehearsals during winter. We started & :

our rehersals in November 2012, meeting for & you gave me 4s a

three (hours' every Friday and Sunclay over the &
periad of four ‘months durinig Which | focused” s :
on-going cunﬁdencc 5cll‘-
esteem and mest Importanty the skill in verbal 3

communieation, Whal 1 didn’tinotice until a few :
days before the show, was that during this periad &
my: fouitteen angels were developing into: mature :
individuals ot anly I the auallty of acting on,.
stage ancl understandingrof the basie principles of &

and communlmauan skills and (congepts that will

we became one familyl

sasessssscens

Howcan [ Forgm how quz., the  yoLngest partimpam -
ade, when all times of rehearsals:
spoke with his ustial accent when suddenly an the:

show he surprlsed meé with Hebron's accent! How:

can | forget when Yazeed, Bader B., and Naj, kept :

on waiting il Osama ttered his anly: sentence

which made us all |augh every time! Orwhen they

+ all stared as Zeina whose famous sentence, “Can
: ouisee the stars, tiy love?” has beensaid'on w?
student’s lips at FBS ever since they watched

shiow. Haw can | forgetwhen [am
the boots on the day of the show and
stage bare feet! Not to mentlon that
I cannot distinguish between Abdallah

exchanged thetr roles with the help of Yous
most hilarious oneamong the group. As for Sasha,
Rabec!, Asa'd and Bader, | can say that no maller
how mich' Fwillgsemember about you, nothing
will ever be enaugh ko express the best maments
er! Thanks 1o the beautiful
dancers who shine on theuday of the shows March
2nd, the day our play was premiered at the cultural

: place, will always be the day to remember for the

¢ seven hundred peuplc‘vvhc attended the shaw.

I11mnks to Anph Barghouthy and Sharal DarZeid

for being. # wanderful team. Tlianks to:our school
administration and the parents at FBS. And thanks

o, my fourteen ‘angels for shm&mg me that'it was

warlh all the long hours of rehearsals. Thank

. you for giving me the chance to share! awith you

- such a wonderful experience witich wi
‘waptured in Bulﬁheartﬁ g

-w@s be
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school experience,
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¢ onsibility that allowed &;: :
independently in order for it
revious exPerlence with |
ahlz o smalgamatc a[l

" e sudiciess! aﬁng app ' us@@n@.lghwu" were
tesnmomespf nh:wand,erfumob and hard work that all
inlothe play. Regardlcss of tiia slgnificant

have: pa?d @ff It was 2 hrghttha cannol
w' be forgotten; it will last &:rwepdh mny
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Dear Seniors:

’:\.
S
|

4  Bravo! Congratulations on a job well done this year! When we first met cach other in
S September, most of you had barely started on your college applications. The amount
of work you have accomplished in the span af six months has been nothing short of
incredible. You have taken multiple standardized tests, filled out loads of applications,
emailed/called handfuls of college admissions offices, and written numerous essays—all
to gain entrance into some of the best universities around the world. Whether you will be
studying next year at Birzeit, British Columbia, Columbia, Guiltord, Imperial, UPenn,
. Swarthmore, SOAS, or some other institution of higher Icarning, take heart in
.',__'-f i A "'_-'. knowing that all your hard work in high school has paid off.
With your graduation fast approaching, | want you to take a moment to
reflect on just how far you have come on your life journey. You have
been given the opportunity to attend the hest school in Palestine
and receive an elite education that few others in the West Bank or
Gaza Strip have been afforded. The skills you have gained as an
International Baccalaureate student will take you far in life and allow
you to thrive in the most rigorous and challenging of academic

‘:-\..
r

o

——envitonments: Yousheuld be extremely proud el your achievements..

That being said, before you head off to college, it is important tor
you to remember never to forget where you come from. Stay grounded
in who you are. Your accomplishments have not come solely from your

own etforts; rather, they have been built on the sacrifices of others—
e your teachers, family members, ancestors, and countrymen—who paved
.o — ) the way for you. Take this time to thank cach and every person who has
encouraged and supported you along the way.

Moreover, | want vou to recognize that graduating from the Friends School is true

privilege. With privilege comes the inevitable commitment to giving back to others. As the

{14 future leaders of Palestine, I challenge you Lo use your gifts and talents to give back to your people. You are the solution fo the
myriad of problems facing your country today, and | am confident thal you have the power and creativity to address these issues.

Next year you are about to enter a world that is completely different from anything you have ever experienced. Welcome it
as an opportunity to grow and develop into a more cosmopolitan and mature individual. When | think back on my time in
college, I remember it most for the friendships I made, the new ideas | was exposed to, and the life changing experiences | had.
Ahcad of you lies a similar path. For the next three to four years, take advantage of every opportunity in college to leave your
comfort zone and try something different. More impertantly, share your stories and belicfs about Palestine with others. As a
undergraduate, it is your duty to be a cultural ambassador to the world, striving on a daily basis Lo transform others” opinions
of Palestine and tewin hearts and minds.

Regardless of where you end up in [ife or what you end up doing professionally, remember that the future of your nalion rests
squarely on your shoulders. It is up to you to creatc the Palestine that you want to see —one that values all perspectives,
demonstrates compassion for the poor, and works to build an equitable society that provides resources and opportunities fo
all Palestinians.

Congratulations, Class of 2013! It has been a pleasure serving as your college counselor this year. Remember to keep working
hard in your studies. Best of luck to you in your future endeavors, and please stay in touch,

Best riegands,

Jeff Chen

College Counselor




TheLibraryisaplacewhere one canforget themselves. Open a
book and your in the Amazon Jungles listening to the sound
of exotic birds calling to one another. Another book and you
are flying a rocket to the moon, and another one you are
sitting beside the ocean and enjoying the sunset. Nothing like
a book, the feel , even the smell.

The future for Libraries has of course changed; information
retrieval has become as easy as using a computer or iphone
and typing in a word. It's all there, anytime, anywhere.
Informationn is open to the world and as well as lives for all
to see.... around the world.

But, the comlfy feeling of sitting in a chair and holding your
book and fiddling with the pages, even skipping to the end to
see how the story will surprise you...is something no laptop
or fancy computer will make you feel as you curl up and drift
into your book safe haven.

I think I will continue to hold my books, dust them
and lovingly scotch tape the rips and tears for another person
to treasure . | may even leave a small red flower from the
school’s garden in the middle, for someone to find in the
coming years. They will wonder who and why that small red
flower was put there. A book they will read and ponder who
enjoyed it before them.

Lisa Marouf
Librarian

esloz YO0Od ¥WVIA
















ST A o A e A






(N )
—Lr\ a9\ ._.fﬁu by ( g1 Ju
; l,

-....‘._‘p;.ltl.

x : Wl ¥
Thr AT, ‘\1‘
e %
b \ Z “f
)




2l
el 2o Taslo Yy

Boell § paaa Lo b

B9l 5o 5 puaddl oo posebl gy
el Lyl

Mize o e poSonkl Lyl

W Y

JUbY! Isk 043

eV g8 o

gl lg5e 5

ol Yy Lol Togy g o) oS o
el L]

Ja¥l el

JLadl jay ol

aulridl 1983 o) 5

SERESIREOS Rets

aosd sbyk g gy (21 U5 Y sdedl O
sl b
RN

s (a5 go clags

o\ : e & o “o A" 8390 Ll
“h !!9 S B - - - 2 olod dlle : Bl 4)
a .. - = e .--_\ | Ly .“a

W alestine

AN00d dvi3A

e

N
(E]

'.!'P_f‘!!snolll‘

— it o, S b
-—
Hungry until Freecem —-H

- Ry gl e o gmile [ ke

-
s






elasel) diochl 595 (aiJJJo
elibl ot IS Los &
S8 585 ¢SUsay Bilie puS

slollall 3 Jally

slizall gal e e3aasg

Lalael soaall o2y @S35

laad pﬂsﬁs Tas PIE) 488

$55303 ¢SiBs oS (3o pSilasy

elye Wl @ & g go JS) Bgeg T S

skt Codgl dalel

S
- Bolzudl QWPJEPS.L@."TKA 1




ssses

MUN Adviser

From exploring the markets of India, to roaming the
mega-malls of Qatar, to bicycling the quaint streets
of the Hague, to hiking ancient ruins in Jordan, 1o
proudly observing our very own Palestine MUN
conference, it has been my pleasure to serve as
the Model United Nations adviser for the last two
years. The rapidly increasing interest in MUN over
the last two years demonstrates the commitment of
our students to global issues and their interest in
being leaders in the future.
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Under the dedicated leadership of our President
Ramah Awad and Vice President Dina Amr, as well as
Ali Khaled, Dalia Hashweh and Faiq Habash, MUN
grew to new heights this past year. They organized
a bigger and better Palestine MUN, and leveraged
a partnership with Birzeit University to include
an Arab League conducted in Arabic. In addition,
students traveled to five international conferences
including Amman, Jordan; Doha, Qatar; the Hague,
Holland; Chennai, India; and Dubai, UAE.

ODE

The board worked harder than ever before to prepare
o our students effectively, so that they could compete
at a high level winning several awards including “Best
Delegate™. All the credit belongs to the hard work of
the leadership team and the passion of our delegates.

It is important to remember, however, that MUN
is not merely about traveling to conferences and
having debates; the global issues affect real people
and require a real commitment and sacrifice in order
to affect real change. Many of you will go off to
elite academic institutions around the world where
the pressure will likely be tremendous to conform to
whatever the powers at be dictate, and you would
make plenty of money doing so. Don't forget that
you need ta be a critical and dissenting voice in all
your classes and programs you join; you need to
constantly question and push your professors and
peers to think about the exploitative effects of the
powerful — economically and politically — on the
poorest and most marginalized peoples worldwide.
You have a great responsibility to use the power and
privilege you will have to make the world a more
just place. In the words of the late David Foster
Wallace, [ wish you more than luck.

Michael Madormo
MUN Adviser
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THE THIRD EDUCATIONAL FIELD TRIP TO THE BEDOUINS
THAT IMPACTED THE WAY OUR STUDENTS SEE THINGS |

For the third year, the seventh graders have the benefit of linking their English lesson with
the real world; an experience which has always supported and enriched their intercultural
awareness. On Monday, November 12, 2012 six students were chosen from the seventh
grade to visit, explore and learn about Bedouin life at Arab Al-Jahalin School. The six
students basically represented all their 7" grade classmates.

In this trip they have learned about the Bedouins' schools system, and the pain and hardship they are experiencing. Our initial
interest was to understand their way of life and how they attend school. The school curriculum is the same as that offered by
the Palestinian Authority schools with twelve teachers covering 120 students attending 7 classes per day.

Electricity is not dependable, and due to Israeli restrictions they cannot maintain rain water. In a lot of ways, the Bedouins
depend a lot on what they can grow locally and exchange that for what they are missing. They live in tents, and like the rest
of the Palestinians are dispersed throughout the Arab world like Jordan and Syria. Tents are made of Camel Skin, Wood, and
Zink. They commute daily to the surrounding cities and walk three kilometers to the main street.

It was truly an educational experience that will forever impact the students’ lives and urge them to do more community and ‘
social service. Thanks to the Right to Play Project that supported this effort and made it a reality, and Mr. Anan Barghouthy
who accompanied us on this trip. ‘

@ FBS FRIENDS BOYS SCHOOL







The program is divided into four
categories to suit the students and
is offered three times a year, so the
students can try ditferent kinds of sports
in each of the three rounds.

The categories are:
Recreational activities: fun and healthy
low impact workouts. Examples: Frisbee,

Skating, Skateboarding, Chess, Zumba,
Yoga

Tamara Awarlani

AFTER

SCHOOIL,
SPORTS
AGCTIVITIES
& SCHIOOIL

Sports Skills Training: focusing on
learning skills of specific sports.
Examples: tennis, basketball, boxing,
gymnastics, wrestling, volle all,
badminton, football, American football
fun organized leagues.
on-5 football, table tennis,
ketball, baseball.

The idea behind establishing the after
school sports activities 1s to encourage
students to play sports, become
healthier, to have fun, lo communicate
better and make sports a way of
life, especially with all the available
facilities and resources the school is

providing. Additionally, we want to help

students find their talents through the
supporl of specialized coaches.

Health & Fitness Program: high impact
workouts with intensive physical
strengthening activities for increasing
speed, flexibility and endurance.
Examples: fitness, bedy toning;
advanced boxing, Athletics, MMA.




R

v:»H,‘Hf‘EMﬂW'




























@ FBS FRIENDS BOYS SCHOOL

A school is a small con e students are not only
given an institutionalized education, but are also taught
to think for themselves and be beneficial members of a
larger community. To this purpose, students at Friends Boys
School are educated holistically, not only as students but
also as young people who will later go out into the world
and become members of Palestinian society.

During the 2012-2013 school year, | have been part of
an educational team including parents, teachers, and
administrators. As a guidance counselor, my role has
been to guide students to develop positive attitudes, make
effective decisions, and fullill their interpersonal and
academic potential. | have found that FBS students have
many qualities that enhance their capacity for personal
growth. They oftentimes have a great deal of introspection
into their own actions and have a willingness to induce a
change in themselves and others for the better. Friends
School fosters a character-building environment, and as a
guidance counselor, | assist in ensuring that these young
people are benefiting all they can from that environment,
in addition to having a satisfying educational experience
overall. They are a living message that is being sent out to
the world and | am very pleased to have taken part in it.
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From a teacher's perspective, the learning environment is technology-rich including
the integration of teaching aides, which enhance the learning experience when used
effectively. From the students perspective, the majority of students will likely be
writing notes with pencils and paper, reading from hard copied text ...... etc. There
is nothing wrong with this approach and it is a valid practice, but in order to create
an environment that enhances the learning experience and places the student at the
center of the process, the two perspectives must be aligned.

The bring your own device (BYOD) to school program will introduce technology into
the learning process and reduce the economic challenge of preparing each classroom
with technology equipments. However, first we need to teach the students how to use
the technology before they can begin Lo learn with the technology. The young people
who learn with portable devices can learn much faster than their peers and they tend
to perform better in assessments. Students might have access to smart phones and
portable devices at home, but when they go to school, they are faced with policies
that tell them they can't use common websites such as YouTube, or perhaps they may
be prevented from bringing their own devices into the classroom in the first place.

It is no longer a question of whether or not we should be using this technology; it is
now about how we integrate it appropriately and so that every young person has equal
and fair access to il. BYOD then, could be seen as evolution. The push between what
technology can offer and what society demands is caught in a cycle of growth and
innovation. In twenty years' time, the technological concept and the realization will
be very different. It has happened before and it will happen again. As we look to the
future and as we develop smarter technologies, we must also align our attitudes and
behaviors. If we don't do anything, the next generation will be stifled by schools and
they will become the barrier which we work so hard to remove.

Teacher: Fadi Abu Farha







What is the impact of art on our personality?
How does it affect the thoughts of students
about the place of art in their academic and
personalllife? Does the MYP (Middle Years
Program for International Baccalaureate)
encourage students fo grow and develop
physically, emotionally, and intellectually

(1
i inabalanced way? The students get an
i opportunity to answer these questions
1 hy going through the Art program at
FBS. Durmg this year, Art spread
mare and more in our school and
it increasingly affect every aspect
*  of our school life. We have made

ditferent ant exhibitions at our
school from the works of both students and professional artists.

All the students were involved in various art projects. Ninth
grade did an art project about art movement of Cubism,
studied principles of perspective and used that knowledge to
create drawings and paintings of Palestinian cities with their
unique architectural elements that reflect the Palestinian
culture. Seventh grade students took their first steps
towards learning how to plan their artworks, as well as the
main principles of design, balance and unity. They also
learned-haw-te-posi Hvelweentnbul&t&thawgmmun :
and designed a reusable bag to help Palestinian farmers
promote their products. The students worked on an
interdisciplinary project between the Art and English
departments focusing on Shakespeare's Romeo and
[uliet. This allowed the students to connect between
the literature aspect and the ant aspect of that
histrical time period. Finally, at the end of this
artistically successful year, Iwould like to thank afl
the students for their hard work and contribution
towards making Friends Boys School'a more
culturally and artistically aware school, thank you!

Aunl Teacher FBS
Galina Barghouti

3
]

It is only when youthful curiosity is
combined with beauty, and when courage

is combined with experience, and when
knowledge is combined with decision, that
Fricnds boys students were able to make

the art exhibition 2012'The World the Way
we See it’, true . 1t is a collection of art
works inspired from global art history with
feather prints and representation of students.
With more than 200 visitors, admirers,

and supporters of art attending, students
celebrated their rewarding appreciation of
arl. This semester truly proved that creation
is appreciation.

Teacher Samak Zakkak




AS a researcher, my intention was first
to get to know students and get familiar|

with their school life and experiences USRIV A INTITe (TG Ve EHTe:
NIECSEINY AR EITRECHIR Il cach offered a wrilten description of
the context to learn about it, to be one UERSENEHTTTERTASET6) Tl
of them, and to involve them in my and later on each Lried to visualize

fenEaral) another person’s self-description into
drawing. Painting a self-portrait took

At was the first context I explored. place during the middle of the school
Samah welcomed me in her 10th grade AR and towards the end, they worked
classes. Those classes offered me the IR GG T:R0 T ROTa e T E TR 1]
opportunity to meet all 10th graders | in relation to symbolism based on the

in small groups and in a flexible | work of Kahlo. Art becomes a medium
interactive atmosphere. This is not the | to explore, unc ind, construct, and
place to discuss my research, but | can | EEAUEEREIRINENEIIE

say something about art at FBS because : ' Ew
fgs bl The learning atmosphere is motivating,

empowering, and supporting. Students
It is a little art workshop down there | are aware of class rules, criteria of
at the basement of the new building! It | ex-*aluapon, and expectations. Al the
shows how art is being taken seriously | same time, they are offered a space to
and is being valued. It is far more choose how th\ like Lo work; students
than the availability of materials; ch thr::rn music Whl]’(_ king while
students are learning to draw and olhe s preler to use their earphones
to paint in different forms, shapes and listen to their own. They can
and styles based on different periods work on the tables, on the grmn?d, and |8
in art history. Students are leaming some classes .urc 2ven I?eld DlllSIdt-‘I
about history, and are being exposed the communicate and interact while
to cultures, contexts, persons and working, bl"mgill ns, laugh,
individuals, Names suich as Rembrandt and even give leedback o one another.
Van Gough, Picasso, Magritte, Frida
Kahlo and many others are familiar
~ lo students along with art periods as
impressionism, cubism, expressionism,
| surrealism, and popular art. Students
. are learning about art in context,
'~ but are also learning basics of color
mixture, shading and proportions.

C 00 d R

Samah encourages her students Lo try,
to experiment with things, lo make
mistakes and Lo be creative in their own
ways. She keeps track of each through
a portfolio; each student is comp od
to hinvherself and the journcy of
personal improvement is taken into
consideration. Samah reassures her
students by telling them, “we are all
learning logether!”. The exhibition
held in December shows how students'
work is being valued and cared for.

Each class is a mixture of brief
instruction, videos, live illustration,
and of course art work. Students
read, search the library or the internet,
analyze, write and reflect. They learn
to express themselves in writing and
they learn about themselves. Several
art activities took place in relation to
the self and identity, which are of great
A % interest for my research work, At the
“\\%/ beginning of the school year, students
- orked on blographlcal self- —portraits'.

[ myself learned a lot and was enriched
on several dilferent levels

researcher ancl as a person. There is
content, process, produci and s[yle
and I can say that there is an art school
emerging at FBSI




| boy, I have loved
wing my favorite
and my friends’
mented with new
andscape, nature, still
and Portraits. | enjoyed
lerent school of art like
t, impressionism and

.:-_,3%

hen | perform, | am out of mysell — larger and
re effective, which is why | choose the classic

nce of ballet as my favorile arl. When 1 dance,

cel like | possess the world in my hands. It

s something not many people in Palestine know.

‘Most of the kids my age seem te enjoy rock, pop

‘music and rap. No one appreciates classical

dance and music. Ballel makes me feel different

from others; it is what makes me mysell. When |

dance, | feel like it is the way my body communicates

t‘it_{g'ith my soul. It is the time when [ move to a piece
[ music, and a time when | let the rest of the world

| disappears. There is no greater feeling of freedom,

peace and screnity than when 1 am moving to the
nusic, feeling it in my hones, throughout my body,

Painting is my passion; it is a hobby | can
spend hours doing without feeling tired.
Through art, I can express my thoughts and
my [eelings especially in portraits, where
I can express the gestures and feelings
of people through them. However, I'm
now concentrating mere on architectural
scenes and more landscape. | hope to
sludy architecture at the university and
perhaps contribute to the development
and renovation of our historic old places

in Palestine, thus preserving our precious

a
it the same time | find myself. 1 am no longer shy,
P > At heritage.

fraid or worried about what others may think.
here is no pressure but the beat and rhythm of )
the music, and no rush but the one in my head Basil Amabtawi (11" graftle)
| m the exciting fecling of dance. While | dance,
1 gannot judge, | cannot hate, | cannot scparate

yself from life. 1 can enly be joyful and whole, |
can only dance. Some people don't consider dance

i an arl, on the contrary, dance is one of the most
portant kinds of art, as a person expresses his/

- [eelings throughout their whole body, not just
eir hands. And as the famous Luigi Imbrogno once
“Daance is an art, and like any other art, the
cer musl lruly appreciate it before they can truly
n o understand the complexity of it.”

6l Kirateeh (0¥ grade)

is semester, the 8th grade students are
jaying their art class outdoors. Spring

¢, mixed with inspiration from Georgia
eefe’s art, has enriched their projects
bstract art paintings. Students have
tively harmanized their feathers with
jlors and thoughts perceived in nature.
At class in a natural surrounding is
sential to students’ creativity. It opens
der windows and spaces for them to feel
fortable with their ideas and Lo develop
:m. It's an environment where humans are
omed as artists!

¢Her Samak Zakak

“and in my soul. When I dance, | lose myself and =




My passion is music, especially for the
piano. My mother is the one who inspired
me to play the piano since | was in the
second grade. | love to play it because it <
helps to express my feeling whether I'm

happy or sad. I chose classic music because

1 believe that it is an international language

thal everyone can understand and relate

to. Classic music will never fade away with

Lime.

Natla Aker @ grade)

As a l6-year old Palestinian, singing and S
playing the flute have become my own : e -
ways of resisling the Isracli occupation on .
Palestine. It's true that we are oppressed
. and occupied; it's true that our houses
are continuously demolished: it's true that

orking on perspective was Lruly an eye
ening expericnce since it allowed every
gle student to reconnect with his/ her

our children are COHHDUOUS_])’ killed, our ner artist. FU”DWII’IS useful H'ICthOdOIOgy, ws]
mothers and Tathers continuously arrested, rs. Galina was able Lo teach students o
but we are still people who believe in the w Lo conquer the world of art
goodness of life. We are still people who d archilecture, without complicating @]
| believe in art, music, dancing, writing and ¢ situation. Presentations, reports, =
k life itsell despite all kinds of “anti-life” flections, and many more helped students
& methods that Israel continuously use, den their knowledge about perspective, ke
! in order Lo increase it's what is called ich was put to the test after students =
 “democracy.” We are still alive; Palestinians re assigned Lo draw a city street scene. ”
- arc alive. We will always be alive, and is experience in general enriched my o
L tha[[s \,\-hy | chose music as my weapon, O\J\"Edgﬁ about PCFSPEC!’.’[VE and all ol its
~ and my way of living in this life. Music rms and uses in life, which affect our lives
tends Lo cxpress my own “n().|0ﬂger" a dally basis. In conclusion, ICZ.IITIiﬂg
oppressed theughts and emotions. 1 live to out perspeclive was an unforgettable
] be a free Palestinian Musician. | will keep perience, since it opened my cyes to the
* singing until my voice reaches the doors of auty and art in buildings. In addition, it

| freedom.

Nai Barghouti 111" grade)
A -,
A "

o
r} ii o i
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owed me want to work more on this topic
d learn more about its forms and uses.”

mzi Massad @ grade)
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The five areas ol interaction

* Approaches to lcaming.

*  Communily and Service.

e Heallh and social education.
* Environments.

= Human ingenuity.

Community and Service

e How do we live In relation to each other?

¢ How can | contribute to the community?

e How can | help others?

¢ Itis allowed to develop this area in ways that
arc appropriate Lo our students and reflecls
the local reality.

e This must be respected.

e Teachers plan to inlegrate this area with their
subject content.

The student learning expectations should
consider C&S in terms of:

e Community awareness and understanding.
¢ Reflection.

e Involvement through semvice.

Community awareness and understanding:

¢ What does the word COMMUNITY mean?

¢ How communities (Local and Global) are
similar or different?

e Individuals in communities: their role,
their needs, their responsibilities, and the
responsibilitics of the communilies to their
members.

Community & Services

¢ Reflection:

¢ Dialcctic relalionship among communities
and services.
e Showing initiatives and responsibilitics.

e Identifying personal strengths and limitations.

Involvement through service:

e Effect on communilies at various levels.

¢ Being an active conlributor.

Showing willingness and skills ta respond to
the needs of others.

*  Coming up with solulions to issues within
communities.

: Aims ol areas of interactions:
i » To make connectives between subjects.

¢ TO link what students learn with reality in
local and global communities,
© Toreflect and act the students learning.

i Aims of Community and Service:

e In classrooms:
I. - Develop community awareness and
concern,
2. Develop a sensc of responsibilities.
3. Plan for activities in the community.
4. Discuss how to be responsible.
5. Discuss and develop skills and attitudes.
= Qutside classrooms:
I Contribution to the community.
2. Helping others.
3. Living relationship to each other.

¢ Communily & Service requircments:

e Aclivity hours:
I. 10 hours for year 1.
2. 15 hours for year 2.
3. 20 hours for year 3.
4. 25 hours for year 4.

* Inside classrooms as well as outside
classrooms.

e Activities are chosen by students and
leachers.

e Activities arc chosen according Lo the
communily nceds.

Palestinian community:

e Cities and Urban.

*  Villages and Villagers.

e Badia and Bedouins.

® Relugee Camps and refugees.

Three important files:

*  Olfficial documents and publications({in
school).

e Activities.(in the school).

e C &S5 diary (with the students).

Mohammad Salim
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