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Ramallah Friends School

Board of Trustees

he Board of Trustees of the
TFriends School works hard

every year to ensure that
the needs and expectations of
students, parents, teachers and staff
are met. Often during the time of
budgeting, we find ourselves trying
to balance out the needs of staff and
expectations of parents. As a non-
profit school this is a very difficult

balancing act to achieve. | hope

however, that everyone realizes
that the Board has their and the
school’s interest at the heart of every
decision we make.

[ am grateful for all BoT members
who  continue to take time off
their very busy schedules to meet,
discuss and make decisions on
very important matters. This year
the Board of Trustees formed a
committee  comprising  varjous
senior staff members and worked
on developing a simple yet very
useful strategic plan. The BoT’s
Finance  Committee  worked
together with the FUM team on
getting the upcoming commercial
building project off the ground,
reviewed budgets and finalized
financial statements. The BoTl’s
Academic Committee also met
on several occasions to ensure
discussion is happening and action
is taken on many pressing issues.
The BoT will continue to work
closely with all involved to ensure
that our school continues to lead
the way for value-led educational
excellence in Palestine.

Samer Shehadeh, BoT Clerk

Ramallah Friends School Board Members:

Board Executive

Varsen Aghabekian Academic Committee

Joyce Ajlouny FUM Rep, Building, Academic & Finance Committee
Cairo Arafat Academic & Building Commitiee

Samir Huleileh Finance & Building Committee

Issa Kassis finance & Building Committee

Dina Nasir Parent Rep, Academic Committee

Samer Shehadeh Clerk, Finance & Building Comimittee

Staff Representatives Board Members

Jeries Abu El-Etham

" Mahmoud Amra

Samar lzzat
Frieda Khayyat
Ruba Nasir
[Hendrik Taatgen

Honorary Board Members

Mr. Khaldoun Tabari
Ms. Hala Jayousi Malhas




Dear Students and Parents,

Rima, a former Friends School parent and graduate of
the FGS in the early 1970s, irritably approached me dur-
ing Open Day this year with her serious concern as to
why we had “ruined her school”. Her accusation took
me by surprise and | was curious to know what exactly
she meant by this very harsh statement.

As it turns out, she was not too pleased with the new
landscaping works completed this year between the
main FGS entrance and the basketball field. She wanted
her school to remain unchanged, she later explained.
While | felt the same nostalgic sentiments and appre-
ciated the reasons for her agony (since this is my old
school too), | also knew that at some point in time, some
things are bound to change. Our campuses are growing
beautifully with old spaces regenerated and new ones
created. This growth is however also matched by an evo-
lution in our thinking, an advancement in our pedagogy
and a revival of our passion to serve our students who
continue to exceed our expectations on so many fronts.

We are very fortunate this year to witness many new
and exciting advancements. First and foremost, our

new Principal at the FGS, Dr. Hendrik Taalgen, arrived
in August bringing with him new ideas and experiences
that he immediately put to work. It didn't take Dr. Hen-
drik long to fit right in thanks also to the warm welcome
he received from students, staff and parents alike. The
impact of his energy and commitment quickly rubbed
off on our teachers who worked hard to introduce new
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learning methodologies. Moreover, the Lower School
enjoyed a partially completed building with the Upper
KG students using new classrooms. The first floor was
completed thanks to a generous grant from the German
organization KFW and implemented through UNDP.
We hope that the entire building, along with a new mul-
tipurpose hall, will be completed by the beginning of the
upcoming school year, thanks to the generous support
of the Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development
(through PECDAR).

The Upper School (FBS) was equally active with many
new initiatives. Most notably, the Middle Years Program
(MYP) received authorization from the 1B Organization
in Switzerland. This was a huge accomplishment by all
involved -- especially our teachers -- and one that makes
us very proud. On the physical front, the outdoor bas-
ketball, volleyball and football fields were renovated,
a running track was constructed, new pathways were
completed, a students’ drop-off pick-up area was de-
veloped and new residential space was created. These
were all implemented thanks to the generous donations
of USAID/ASHA.

Meanwhile and with all these physical or academic
changes and many more, some things at the Ramallah
Friends School do in fact remain unchanged -- just as
Rima desires. This, | will leave for our students to con-
template and answer.
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Wafa’ Asmar Nour Samaan
Administrative Secretary Secrefary
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Accountan

Diana khoury Inas Saffarini Fadia Ackall
Chief Accountant Deputy Chief Accountant Accountant

Willingness

“Be willing to learn, and a teacher will appear.

Be willing to work, and numerous opportunities for making a valuable, positive difference will come your way.
Your willingness is a key that unlocks life’s abundance.

Your willingness helps opens your eyes to, and prepares you for whatever you are willing to be or to do.
Your willingness is not merely what you say it is.

True willingness resides in the deepest part of who you are.

Be willing, and you will gain access to whatever you need to get the job done.

Be willing, and you will find a way.

Many things seem out of reach only because you imagine them to be.

Have the courage to be sincerely willing, and the impossible can become real.

Be willing to make a difference in each moment, and your world will overflow with possibilities.

Be willing to experience a life of richness and fulfillment, and that is precisely how it will unfold.”

Diana khoury




Jumana Thalji Shadi Othman Hilal Saba’nah

Administrative Assistant School Engineer School Engineer
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| The State That Never Gave Up

People ask you where are you from?
7 You tell them Palestine
" They take a few minutes trying to know where it is,
Why is it so hard to remember Palestine!
The state of all religions
The state which taught people how to stick to their lands
The state that never gives up.
This is something that builds pride in me.
We Palestinians teach the world how to fight
How to make our world bright.
Some Palestinians struggle to get their food
Living in poverty and misery
While other people are happy
Some Palestinians have to wait hours
Just to see their families and visit their brothers.
Some Palestinians sleep in the dark...with the sound of bombs
The voice of a boy screaming from pain
Having no choice but to stay strong while giving up dreams
‘ Giving up hopes of being a doctor, a teacher, an architect,
“ Lying in a cell with no food or a good bed
‘ Trying to forget the day he was taken from his house
| Because he fought for his country what will last forever.
",__. So go ahead ask where Palestine is..
4 -i i If you don’t know, there are many thlngs that you have missed!

Rene Shuabi
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Friendship

A friend is everything in our life
and very important because we
can't live without friends. First,
friends help each other in solving
their problems and playing and
sharing good times and bad times.
If we don't have friends we will be
lonely and sad. We all have a lot
of normal friends, but we also have
special ones .second friends are
part of our lives because they stay
with us for a long time considering
us as their second family.

Many people in your society give
you attention, but very few really
do care about you. Friends are from
the people who give you attention
and offer you care and love. But the
problem is that those true friends
are hard to find. For me friends are
life, and friendship is the strongest
weapon that can defeat most of the
problems that face me. And now
after knowing the importance of
friends and friendship, I'm sure that
my life will change absolutely to
the positive side.

Khalil Dahdah
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Are people born evil or do they learn it?

The good and evil don’t even exist in reality, at least
outside of the mind that believes in them. They are
only judgments passed on the individual from his/

her own unique perspective. What one person may
perceive as dreadful or evil may seem to be the only
logical thing to execute some other point of view. The
ideas of both good and evil are points of view. Ad-
ditionally, human beings are not born as good or bad
people, In fact, good is the name people give to others
who do things that they like, on the other hand, evil is
the name we give to others who do the things that we
don't like.

“Evil is like Love; it is a learnt and taught thing”.
People always say “be human, be kind”. Humans

are naturally kind, and this automatically means that
people are not born to be evil. People are products of
their parents and environment. It all depends on how
the parents choose to raise their child. Bad child-
hood experiences: as abuse, the influence of people
around a human being, can make someone evil and
feel the need to punish others for what happened to
him. In fact , it makes him feel better to see others in
pain. Nowadays with the development of technol-
ogy people are at risk from all these TV shows they
walch , and the ability to access people’s feelings

and thoughts using the internet, which, to repeat, can
influence them to do bad things and act evilly. Moreo-
ver, choosing their own friends, peers, and interests
can most of the time effect the way a person decides
.For instance throughout the stories “Thank You M'am”
and” Malcolm X “we can conclude that both Rodger
and Malcolm X were influenced by their environment
and didn’t choose the life they ended having, but the
circumstances lead them to a bad lifestyle. Another
example in real life would be Hitler, a man known be-
cause of his wickedness and evilness, who completes
the story of his bad childhood experiences.

In conclusion, No one is born evil, but there are a lot
of reasons nowadays that turn people to evil. It is in
everyone’s power to be good... just making sure to see
the other’s view on one hand, and make sure not to let
the environment around you mold your personality.

Are people born evil or do they learn it?

Rand Jibril
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It is passing by quickly

Day by day, month by month, and year by year, our
beautiful moments at the Friends School are coming
to an end.

Tests, homework, projects, and all the other assign-
ments are considered to be beautiful memories at
the Friends school; each of them has its own funny,
difficult, and stress moments, but they do always
end up being memorable.

Year by year our teachers are changing, but our
friendships never change, it is one of the many
important things we have all learnt at this school
ever since we were in KGS. Though our friendships
would not come to an end, each of us would be in a
different place within almost 4 years, the last 4 years
before saying Good-Bye to the Friends School, the
school that we would all be proud of after gradua-
tion; so let us all make usage, a great usage, of our
last years, and make them even more memorable
than what already passed by from years, because it
is, TIME is passing by quickly.

Nicole Zakkak
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The transition
experience

The biggest transition
experience and the most
important one in my life
happened when | came
to the first day of school
to the E.B.S. | realized
how different it is from
the F.G.S, including the
community, the stu-
dents, the teachers and
the facilities. At F.B.S.
we've got older students
and different teachers.
The way of teaching

is different; we also
come to the teachers’
room which allows us
te move more during a
school day. The facilities
are better. The indoor
basketball court, and the
outside artificial grass
soccer field are great.
The library is bigger

and has many interest-
ing books; the labs are
better equipped, and we
have better computers,

a decent cafeteria and
lockers. | am very thank-
ful to this great school
that is making learning
an interesting journey.

Yousef Jadallah

Response to Jaba’s Accident

Taday seemed like any other day; the sun
rose, the wind flew and the rain was falling,
For them it was not like any other day, it was
the day of the trip, their bags were filled wi
- chocolates and candy. Their hearls were
hjoy and amusement, the echo of their
ler can still be heard. The innocent minds
realize that faith had another p%an for

as fa!ilng and the soulsrof the young
ver fa live the true life.




A rising epidemic: videogames

We are very lucky to live today in a modern
world with rapidly advancing technology,
involving computers, internet, and video-
games. We get to socialize with our friends
at home through videogames online, and
we get to fill all our free time with diverse
forms of entertainment. However, our con-
stant exposure to such games has become
quite addictive that we cannot spend a day
without a couple of hours reserved solely
for gaming!

There have been many global concerns
regarding the effect of these games on our
development as children and teenagers. The
adverse impact of these games on the social,
cognitive, and psychological development
of children became quite clear over the

past decade. Although we think that such
games allow easily accessible socialization
online; however, they lack facial expressions
and body gestures that are key in actual
physical social interactions. A lot of research
has been done to study the effect of these
videogames on the mental development of a
child, and many studies revealed a decline
in the child’s attention span and in the abil-
ity to multi-task Lastly, the association of
videogames with teenager violence became
increasingly evident in the past few years,
with increased rates of shooting, stealing,
murders, suicide, and aggressive behavior.

Given the potential abuse of videogames,
we should limit our playing time, focus on
our education, and encourage better social
communication in other settings such as
football games and outings.

Omar Siam
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Friendship

“Friendship is a treasure that never ends .
The best thing in life is to have a friend.

Friendship plays an important role in our lives. Friends can help
you find the meaning of life by helping you overcome challenges;
they are people in your life that care for you and they simply add
joy ta your life.

Friends help you overcome challenges you may face at times

in your life. In difficult times, friends make you see things from

a different point of view, allowing you to take time to examine
the situation. They can help you in making the right decision. By
doing this it allows you to find ancther way to overcome your
challenge. Not only can friends help you overcome challenges,
but they can also help you physically through a difficult situation.
Like the ald saying “Two are better than one”.

Friends are people in your life that love and care about you. They
will net only help you through something, but they are the ones
that will always be there near you when you need them.

A true friend is the one whe cares about you and how you feel.
Also he is someone who believes in you and your work and
shows you that you are valuable to someone,

Friends are not only there to help you, but they also add fun, hap-
piness and joy to your life. They can make you forget about any
problems you have and show you that this problem is small and
can be overcome,

Friendship is one of the richest treasures of life , whoever has
friends is rich , and has to keep his friends by dealing with them
in good way , and avoiding losing them. One should be honest
and shares his ideas , thoughts ,fun and fear with his friends.

| am glad that | study at Friends School.

Ahmad Tamimi
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LIBRARY

Investing in our school library is important for our students and
their success.

Students love to hold a book, turn its pages and look at pictures.

These days’ school libraries are developing into media centers that
include computers, software and electronic database subscriptions.

This important investment, of library funds, increases student
achievement.

In addition to books, electronic database subscriptions, such as

an online encyclopedia, will be offered as another resource of
information in the near future.

The emphasis, in the [ibrary, is a balance between good books for

great reading and up to date information in sciences, geagraphy
and history.

A balance between newer and older technology-books and
electronic infermation is the way forward!
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On October 7th, 2011 the Ramallah Friends School
witnessed another historic event lead by its dedicated
students. The Maodel United Nations board members
organized the first ever Palestinian high school MUN
conference (PalMUN) that brought together over
120 students from Ramallah, Jerusalem, Haifa, and
Bethlehem. The conference took place on the 7th, 8th,
and 9th of October. The venue was the Friends School
on the first day, and continued at the Movenpick Hotel.

Madel UN is a simulation of the actual United Naticns
venue that gives an opportunity for students interested
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in global affairs to discuss these matters on a competitive basis. Five
years ago, the MUN club started at the Friends School when six
students traveled to Jordan to attend the 2006 Amman MUN. Since
then, we have grown into one of the school’s most aclive and sought
oul organizations. We as Palestinians not only enroll in MUN fo gain
the experience, bult lo create a new pathway through this address of last
resart which we have continued to hold on to for 64 years and counting.
Think about it. A rather amazing phenomena, 64 years and we continue
to beg the international community to correct the historical injustices
that have befallen our land and people. Throughout the past few years
the club was mindful that most Palestinian high school students do not
get the opportunity to participate in MUN conferences. From there, the
idea of PalMUN was planted and started to gradually grow. We knew
that students around Palestine have the capability to organize a national
conference. Making PalMUN happen is the accomplishment we are
most proud of thus far.

We spent endless hours of work, contacting hatels, principals, and
sponsors, haggling on prices, and being forced to postpone the event;
it was all hectic. I kept on trying to assure myself that PalMUN will
happen. And it did! In the second week of October we were all sitting
in Khalil Totah's Hall welcoming students.

Model UN is such a great opportunity that opens up broad horizons
through presenting new ways of thinking, making each individual a
world citizen. In PalMUN many interesting issues were raised in
the committees including the question of a sovereign state for the
Palestinian people based on the 1967 armistice lines, foreign armed
interventions in Arab affairs, and genetic modification of food. Students
wrote outstanding resolutions and had many fruitful debates in the
course of the three days of the conference.

PalMUN was an enlightening and challenging experience for all of us.
It was the first step in the long journey ahead of us that aims to create a
Palestinian international conference that would group students from all
around the world. We hope that we will see PalMUN grow and flourish
every single year,

Thank you to the working minds and busy hands behind PalMUN, the
amazing 2011 FBS MUN Board:

e Dalal Awwad Vice Chair

* Jalal Abukhater Secretary

e Mona Yasin Fundraising co-chair
o Al Alahmad Fundraising co-chair




“You traveled alone, with students? Did you enjoy it?” Along
with a confused look, this is the question I'm used to hearing
each time | have returned from a Model UN trip. My answer is
simple. “Yes. They are more than just my students; they are also
my friends.” Fach trip has been special in its own way, which is
due entirely to the collection of passionate, hilarious, and caring
students in each delegation. Not only do our delegates impress
stuclents and teachers from around the world with their thinking,
writing, and debating skills in conference sessions; but what has
impressed me most is how our students take advantage of each
and every moment traveling to learn something new and find joy
in the experience.

In India, we fought off intense jet-lag to wander the chaotic and
exciting streets of Chennal. We did not hesitate to dive into the
Indian Ocean or strike up conversation with a street vendor. We
took to the podium on day one of the conference confidently,
responding to challenging questions with, “Let me tell you a
story...” We humbly entered a Hindu temple to discover new
ways of knowing God. We braved the bustling open air markets
in search of gifts for family and friends, despite the oppressive heat
and language barrier. We gazed in awe upon surfers who carved
up the waves off the coast of an ancient Hindu temple.

In the Netherlands, we completed a journey of over 24 hours
including planes, trains, automobiles, and the jissah to arrive in the
beautifully quaint Hague. We patiently corrected and educated
our Dutch friends, “No, Ramallah is not in Israel. Yes, we are from
Palestine.” We courageously rode bicycles through the rainy, cold
night to explore the neighborhoods and feel the wind blow through
our hair. We ate delicious Dutch stroopwaffles, and managed to
find each and every Arab restaurant to get a taste of home. We
explored the sights, sounds, and smells of Amsterdam, making
friends (“one more picture!”), learning history (the story of Anne
Frank), and appreciating the power of art (the works of Van Gogh).

The experience of traveling and representing your school as a
Model UN delegate is too powerful and personal to describe here,
but I thank God that I have had the opportunity to join our students
as they explore, challenge themselves, and grow as individuals.

Michael Madormo

Palestine
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Congratulations! Congratulations! Congratulations!
To all the students and all the teachers on the fact

that our school have finally joined the International

Baccalaureate Community as an official MYP IB

School. This new program greatly enhances the visual
arts program at the Friends Boys School, as art now has
been recognized and specified as of great importance
and influence on different parts of a student’s life.

Throughout this year, students were engaged in a
great diversity of projects that involved different areas
of interactions and various interdisciplinary plans.
For example. 7th grade students did a project which
focused on advertising a local product to assist the
Palestinian industry, and then designed a reusable bag
for its packaging to help conserve the environment of
Palestine. They also learned to express their feelings
and emotions by recreating a scene from Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet and designing the frame for it. Finally,
the 7th grade students got a chance to analyze different
artistic elements and principles of design in the warks of
some famous artists including: Picasso, Rembrandt, Van
Gogh and many others.

The 9th graders got a chance to express their love for
Palestine through doing a project involving the studying
of the principles of perspective in different architectural
elements in various Palestinian villages and cities.
They took many pictures of the places they visited in
an attempt to apply and analyze their knowledge from
the viewpoint of the architectural elements that they had
studied.

The 8th grade students were involved in a project in
which they studied different elements of color and its
presence in mass media. The 10th graders created
amazing still-life paintings which they complimented
later in creating unique self-portraits. All the students
were a part of various art exhibitions as well as different
competitions both inside and outside the schoal.

| would like to thank all the students, and all those
involved, for their participation and effort, as all of this
could happen only because of them!

Mrs. Galina Barghouti
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Boys Results Table Group B {Wadi Rum Group)
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Community and Service in the MYP program

VISITING BEDOUINS

(Arab ALJahillen- Wad Abu Hindi)
An Educational experience which supports the
fundamental concept of our intercultural awareness

On Monday October 24th, 2011 nine students were accompanied
by Mrs. Samah Hussein, Mr. Anan Barghouthy, and Mr.
Mohammad Salim, to go visit, and learn about Bedouin life. The
nine students basically represented all 7% grade students. They
came back telling them about the experience and its impact on
their thinking. We are thankful to the Right to Play Project that
supported this effort and made it a reality.

Our initial interest was to understand their way of life and how
they attend school. The school curriculum is the same as that
offered by the Palestinian Authority schools with 14 specialized
teachers covering 114 students attending 7 classes per day.

Circumstance of living and even attending school are very
difficult.

Electricity is not dependable, and due to Israeli restrictions they
cannot maintain rain water.

Intimidation by the Israeli occupation is a never ending situation;
they are surrounded by settlements like Maali Adomim.

In a lot of ways, the Bedouins depend a lot on what they can
grow locally and exchange that for what they are missing. They
live in tents, and like the rest of the Palestinians are dispersed
throughout the Arab world like Jordan and Syria, also known as
Arab AL Jahillen. Tents are made of Camel Skin, Wood, and Zink.
[t was truly an educational experience that will forever impact
our lives and urge us to do more community and social service.
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Dear Seniars,

Working with you has taken me back to high school and made me
realize how fortunate you are. Getting to know most of you and the
rest of the Friends community led me to believe that you have the
best of both worlds, the East and the West. By living in Palestine
and following the International Baccalaureate program makes you
special intellectuals.

As | was new to the school and the country many of you welcomed me with open
arms and astonished me with your devotion to education. High school is a means to
prepare you for your next chapter wherever it may be. You have acquired the academic
aspect and so much more. Having had the opportunity to study abroad or meeting with
exchange students has given you insight about culture, politics, ethics, and so on. Your
commitment to clubs or programs like MUN and Injaz will benefit you for the rest of
your lives.

Continuing your education is important to all of you. Whether you end up in Birzeit
University or Massachusetts Institute of Technology | trust that you will make the best out
of your college experience. You all have worked very hard this year juggling between
school and college preparation. To those that were disappointed, you'may not have been
admitted to your dream school but believe me there is still so much in stere for you.
Once you graduate you will get a different feel of what success means.

I sayto all of you, celebrate. Celebrate how far you have come. Celebrate your new chapter
in life. Celebrate your remaining years in high school. Celebrate your achievements.

Friends, | wish you all the best for you deserve the best. Stay positive and as Steve Jobs
once said “ Stay hungry. Stay foolish”.

Respectfully,
Ms. Dalia Jarara
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