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MISSION AND VISION OF THE FRIENDS SCHOOL

The Friends School of Ramallah and El-Bireh strives to be a leading educational
institution in the Palestinian community. The Lower School (FGS) and the Upper
School (FBS) were founded in 1869 and 1901 respectively, for the purpose of offering
Palestinian youth a rigorous program guided by principles of the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers). Central to Quaker education is a vitality which comes from being
a living expression of a religious life. A Friends School education seeks to promote a
constant search for God to all human situations, and to cultivate ethical, moral and
spiritual values.

The Friends School is committed to
Excellence in education

Quaker education calls for high academic standards and 3 willingness to experiment
with new methodology and curricula.

Developing the whole person

Quaker education is committed to helping each member of the school community
realize his or her physical, mental, spiritual, and social potential. It recognizes that
every person is different, with varying abilities which must be developed to the full
extent possible.

Helping each person recognize her or his responsibility to society

Quakereducationiscommitted tohelpingeach person recognize herorhisresponsibility
as a caring member of the school, community, nation and global family where “each
lives for the other and all live for God.” The Friends School is committed to nurturing
character traits such as integrity, simplicity, honesty, cooperation and compassion.
The School believes in and encourages freedom of thought and expression. They
expect, however, that this freedom be enjoyed with a full sense of responsibility.
Quaker education advocates non-violence as a viable option for resolving conflict in
every aspect of life. These values are best learned through the example and practice
as students, teachers, parents, workers and administrators interact with each other.

Equality

Quaker education believes that all people are equal before God regardless of gender,
creed, culture, color or social status. Quaker education in Palestine has focused from
the beginning on the education of women to develop their potential and realize their
opportunity to be equal members of their community. Quaker education is built on
the belief that “all are children of God”and that within each person “there is that of God
to be nurtured.”

Itis upon this foundation that Friends Schools'students grow to be strong and sensitive
members of their families, their community and the world in which they live.
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School Values

Truth: To be honest and truthful in all that we say and do. *

|
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peace: to fully maintain our witness that war and the seeds of war are ’r
inconsistent with our understanding of the love of God. To acknowledge in
our lives those emotions, attitudes and prejudices which lie at the roots of
destructive conflict.

simplicity: 10 live simply is not to buy what we do not need of cannot

Afford. This challenge is based on the principle of leading of 2 life free of
unnecessary luxury. This relates to the proper stewardships of the world's
resources, conserving those resources, valuing themn and using them when
required and only necessity-

| Equality: To behave towards others as we would expect others to behave
toward us.

Tolerance: TO respect the diversity among us in our lives and relationships. We
should not be afraid of disagreement and should not let any disagreement.
Cause us t0 behave badly toward another but accept it as an example of our
diversity.

service: To take the fullest opportunity as it arises for the use of our giftsinthe
service of God and the community. We should be guided by God’s will for us
and attend to what love requires of us.

Creativity: 10 live our lives in such a way that We are open 10 inspiration and
new ideas which challenge the way we think and act. There is inspiration to be
found all around us, in the natural world, in the sciences and the arts, in our
work and in our friendships, in ouf SOITOWS as well as our joys- We should also
approach all new ideas with discernment seeking to enrichand understand our
lives together in all that we do.

Discipline: To be disciplined and respectful in our behaviof towards other
and in the exercise of our responsibility toward our famity and community. T0
respect our bodies knowing that we are God's creation.

Justice: We seek to promote @ sense of belonging and group responsibility
particuiariy when disruptive behavior inthe classroom, corridors of piayground
occurs or when behavior that damages good relationships petween people
needs correction.




; importance of self-discipline is the one
~quality that most philosophers and educators
agree on. Self- discipline is an important factor
that leads to an important reality of why some
people are more successful than others. AL
~ Tomsik summarized it years ago, “Success is tons
of discipline”. The principles of success are many,
but are worthless without self-discipline. It is the
magic quality that makes everything possible.
It can alter ordinary into extraordinary and the
average can rise as far and as fast as talents and
intelligence can take them. Self-discipline was
defined best by Thomas Huxley years ago. He
said,”Do what you should do, when you should
do it, whether you like it or not”. |t is the key to
present greatness.

Each year, we set a number of objectives that
- we focus on through the year. “School Values”
was one of the main objectives that we intended
to instill in our students. Among other objectives
we set for ourselves this year were primarily
“working as a team” and “focusing on both
languages”. In addition, we wanted to strengthen
and focus on objectives as from last year like
only “healthy food” for lunches and “problem
solving”. This effort of problem solving aimed
. at equipping students with positive skills of
solving their problems on their own and through
group and class meetings. Using dialogue and
avoiding violence, verbal or physical, is essential
in acquiring these skills.

Values are emphasized through implementing
a number of different programs; many chapel
meetings on Mondays focused on the value of
respect through sketches, stories, and songs.
White gifts and community service are two
programs that teach students love, tolerance
and empathy by donating from their allowance

and donating food for bake sales in fundraising
for the needy. Students visited many charitable
societies providing their residents with gifts and
entertainment while the music teacher played the
music.

Having students with special needs, mainstreamed
in class teaches other students to accept them as
part of our community and deal with themas equal
peers, thus teaching them the value of equality.

Integrating computer technology with other
subjects was another objective for this year. The
new Canadian program we adopted recently
in our computer classes “Techno kids” has the
benefit of integrating technology in languages,
math, social studies and science subjects.

We stress on the fact that the school is a small
community like family that fosters belonging.
Appreciation goes to the entire family of FGS. The
educators who go out of their way to meet the
students needs through different teaching styles.
Thank you to the non-teaching staffs who work
hard to keep all aspects of the school running.
Thank you parents, without parents we would not
have students for the school and without students
we would not have a school. Gratitude goes to all
of you who had a share in making 2009/2010 a very
successful school year.

Sincerely,
Diana SHidel N
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The Model School Network MSN / AMIDEAST

The Model School Network (MSN) is a program implemented by America-Mideast Educational and Training
Services, Inc (AMIDEAST) and funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
Launched in 2007, the program seeks to train teachers from 17 private schools and recently added 40
public schools to the program. It focuses on the disciplines of English, Math and Science. Seven teachers
from the Friends Girls School have been participating and benefiting from the program. These teachers
are being exposed to modern teaching and learning knowledge and experiences that include integrating
" technology in the teaching processes, creative and critical thinking and networking among teachers from
different schools.

MSN also aims at upgrading and enhancing principals’ knowledge and skills. 17 private schools principals,
including FGS principal Diana Abdel Nour, participated in threeworkshops on Transformational Leadership
and on Setting Standards for Principals in Palestine. All these workshops were highly organized and
very beneficial. In addition, AMIDEAST is sending four principals of the participating schools, including
FGS principal Diana Abdel Nour to participate in a course on “Improving Quality in Education Systems:
Managing Quality Schools” at Harvard University during the month of May.

The program also donated five laptops and over $60,000 for the renovation of the teachers’ rooms, offices,
8 multi-purpose tables and 50 chairs for the school hall.

Moreover AMIDEAST, in cooperation with our Art teacher, facilitated the work of our students to create a big =
mural at the entrance of the main building of the school. Preparations are taking place also to have a science
summer camp with a group of our students.

The Friends Girls school
appreciates the efforts of
AMIDEAST and USAID and
looks forward to continuous
cooperation and progress.




Interview with the School Principal Miss Diana Abdel Nour

What do you mean by setting objectives and what were they this year?

In addition to the FGS mission and learning objectives, every year we choose some core goals
to concentrate on during the school year. This year the focus was on school values, teamwork,
focusing on languages and integrating computer technology with other subjects. Previous
year objectives and goals are not forgotten but are built on and reinforced like eating healthy
foods and this being enforced for the student’s lunches and the objective of teaching problem
solving techniques to our students in solving their problems in their daily life.

How does your school connect the students with its community?

Students and teachers worked diligently on fundraising for the white gifts program, a yearly
fundraising during the holiday season for families who are disadvantaged.

The total amount of fundraising (through donating; students donated from their own allowance
and holding bake sales) was $6263 and was distributed to 98 less fortunate families. In addition
to visits to all charitable societies in Ramallah and El-Bireh under the community service
program, this year our students visited children’s cancer section at the Augusta Victoria Hospital
in Jerusalem and entertained them with music, performances and gave them simple gifts. We
hope this connection allows the students, teachers, faculty and parents to feel proud to be a
part of our community and give back.

Do parents play a role in the school meeting its student’s needs?

About 130 parents have benefitted from participating in the parenting workshops/training that
the school offers to parents to help them be more knowledgeable and active guardians. Parents
appreciate this service that we have been offering for the third year.

What are some of the events/ extracurricular activities you do with the students
some of the major activities include:

1. Three musical programs took place for Christmas; one for pre-school, one for the lower
elementary and one for the upper elementary. Parents enjoyed watching their children
sing and perform. Of course all students performed.

2. Preparations are in place for our open day that will be held on May 21 with lots of music
performances, PE activities, art, science, math and social studies displays. It is worth mentioning
that a very successful open day with a variety of activities was done every year in the past 18
years that included all students of the school because at FGS every student is important.

3. The“Snow White" play will be put on by our drama club students on May 24. Drama is one
of the nine after school-activities offered on the school campus. Other after school activities
include: choir, aerobics, basketball, soccer, karate, debkeh, art and home economics.

Are students introduced to cultural activities?

A Palestinian American poet Rami Kanzi presented a poetry performance for students and in
February and Peter Yarrow, American singer sang for our students in the hall.




What is the most difficult responsibility do you have?

By far the most strenuous responsibility is dealing with the tremendous pressure on applications
for the school enrollment. The school is receiving applications twice and three times as many as
it can accommodate. It is a huge pressure and makes our job very difficult in selecting students;
i nevertheless we feel it is an indicator of our performance as a school and its positive reputation
| in the community. We are always striving to improve our learning environment and the fact
that so many parents want their children to be part of this environment we can assume we are

' working in the right direction.

How long have you been in the school and what are your most achievements?

| | have been serving at the school for 35 years; the last 18 years (1991- present) as the principal

‘ of FGS, and | taught Math and Sciences for 17 years from (1975-1991) for grades (7-12) at FGS
and then at FBS. My achievements are many and diverse. Some of these achievements include: :

| establishing new programs; such as the special education program for students with learning 3
difficulties at FGS in 1995, establishing a day-care program in the preschool in 1999, a problem- :
solving program for grades (1- 6) in 2007, developing the after school activities program
to include 10 different activities for all students, adopted and implemented the contained
classroom system in grades (1-3) in 1993 where one teacher teaches all main subjects, selecting
a new curriculum (Scott Foresman) for English for the whole school in 2002, introducing
computer classes and selecting a curriculum to the preschool and all grades from (1-6),
initiated and implemented an expansion plan in 1994 for the school to expand from two to
three sections in each grade level to serve more students and to lower the class size from 33 to
28, adopting a policy of allowing only healthy food in the school.

In-service training for the teachers was focused on by holding annual workshops that aimed at
keeping the teachers updated with the latest in teaching methods and pedagogy.

Over the years | made sure that each school year has certain educational themes that we all
worked around, also | chose a theme for the year book annually. | introduced a weekly period of
counseling for all grades (1-6) to teach students life skills.

In addition, a big range of physical improvements and developments were made. Some
examples include: adding central heat to all four buildings and providing the school with a
generator, building four additional classrooms to accommodate for the expansion, renovating
the basketball court and rebuilding the stadium, renovating the retaining walls “sanaseP,
leveling and landscaping for the school yards, installing a monitoring camera system for the
school’s security.

All of the mentioned improvements were incorporated in the school budget. Some programs are
not only serving the students but they are income generating to the school, such as the day care
program and the after-school activities programs. | really take pride in all of my achievements in
my beloved school that | have always considered my second home.

Our children deserve to be provided with the best.

Interview held by: The yearBook committee
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Preserving Our School’s History

The vacant meeting room above my office this year slowly
became the home of many old pictures, yearbooks, frames
and documents --all spanning 140 years of our school’s
history. It is indeed overwhelming to see how our school’s
history unfolded before our eyes as we tried to decipher the
facts from the fiction, the hames from the faces and the event
from the its actual date. Many questions turned up; some
easy, but many others difficult to answer. Sometimes it took
calling a graduate or an former teacher; sometimes it meant
—fetching the answer from old school records, board minutes,
yearbooks or newsletters and other times we simply just had
to trust our memories and those of others around us. Atthe
end of the day, we think we answered the most important
questions and admittedly, we did let some others simply
slide. For example: how come there was an FBS graduation
in 1949 but not a FGS graduation? | am yet to find out!

Our focus on history this year came about because of my
conviction that we need to all work harder to preserve our
rich past and document the contributions of those who came
before us. After all, we know that the Ramallah Friends School
would not be where it is today without them: teachers, workers,
students, parents, alumni and administrators alike. Knowing
that it takes resources, expertise and time to venture into
our history, | jumped on an opportunity when Betsy Brinson
and Gordon Davies emailed me asking if we had any open
volunteer opportunities, Reviewing their credentials and very
impressive life-long experiences, | quickly imagined our history
project unfold to become a reality... They were ‘hired’!

Betsy is an established historian and Gordon a renowned
higher education expert. They arrived in mid-August to spend
the entire school year with us. While we spentagood amount
of time exploring various activities, ad discussing various
options, we quickly settled on the following projects:

1. Abook - thisis our dream... to produce a pictorial history
of our school with oral histories being an integral part of
it. We hope to be able to publish this in the near future.

2. Oral histories - Betsy rightfully observed that most of our
school history accounts are written from the perspective
of the American staff and volunteers that served
the schools. She thought it is high time that we
hear the voices of local Palestinians who were at
some point involved with the schools. | agreed!

By the end of her stay, Betsy had conducted over
45 most special interviews and found the funding
to professionally transcribe them.

3. Large picture frames - a total of 12, each
representing a decade will include 10 -14 pictures
as well as text highlighting main milestones for
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each decade. These will be hung at the entrance of FBS and
some will also be at FGS.

4, A Digital photo archive - Thanks to Gordon, over 800
photographs spanning over 140 years of history were
gathered, scanned and categorized electronically and
are now kept in a secure database.

5. A school archive - much was collected. Photos,
yearbooks, documents, etc... Archival boxes were
purchased and a space was allocated to keep them.
Lisa, FBS Librarian, is our designated archivist who will
be responsible for maintaining the material.

6. A brief school history document — for our website.

Looking at the list above, | can't help but be in awe, knowing
that for the most part, this was all accomplished because of the
spirit of service, friendship and thoughtfulness of Betsy and
Gordon. | wish to thank them for accompanying us through
this beginning - knowing it is indeed only a beginning. They
arrived to help us preserve our history and managed - in only
nine months -- to become an integral part of it!

For our students and graduates, | remind you that you too
have already become part of your school history. Through
this Yearbook, your lovely pictures and memories will be
preserved for centuries to comel!

Joyce Ajlouny - Director
Friends School Ramallah/ El-Bireh




Every Stone has a History

Friends schools celebrated our joint accomplishments in providing quality education to our students;
those same students who have suffered the agonies of occupation throughout their childhood, now
have an opportunity to receive a top notch education in Palestine. Our value led education, based on
Quaker testimonies of tolerance simplicity and non-violence have been our backbone ever since | can
remember as a student occupying those same seats. Our over century old educational philosophy has
been as steadfast as our generations of graduates who have made a most respected name for being a
‘friends alumni’ Thanks to their dedicated teachers, their engaged parents, and their own hard work,
they have set unprecedented results as they matriculate to top universities and colleges around the
world. Who would have ever thought that MIT would accept three of our graduates, Harvard two of our
graduates, in one single year; not to forget, Yale, Stanford, Brown, Earlham, Guilford and Swarthmore and
many other leading institutions around the globe.

Finally we celebrated our partnership with our supporters. First and foremost our strategic relationship with
USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (ASHA). ASHA and the friends School go back a long way.
Together with Friends United Meeting in Richmond Indiana, ASHA provided our first grant in 1992 and since
then continued to provide a total of 8 grants in 18 years totaling near $4.5 million. We know for certain that
our accomplishments would not have been where they are today if it weren't for this support. USAID’s
West Bank and Gaza mission, through its partners, have helped sustain so many of our other activities, most
notably the support, through ARD, of the installation of the artificial turf on our sports field and our lower
school’s participation in the Amideast run, Model School Network project. Other support celebrated today
comes from many friends and alumni. We would like to thank the Alquds Bank, Palestine Bank, the American
Consulate General in Jerusalem, our school parents Mai and Sameh Masri as well as many other supporters.
This school is all about vision and achievements,

Samer Shehadeh - Chairperson

Board of Trustees
Board of Trustees

Board Executive:

Samer Shehadeh - Chairperson
Varsen Aghabekian

Joyce Ajlouny - FUM Representative, Finance & Building Committees
Cairo Arafat - Member of Building Committee
Samir Hulieleh

Mazen Karam - Member of Building Committee
Issa Kassis - Member of Finance Committee
Jane Masri — Member of Finance Committee

School Representatives

Diana Abdel Nour - FGS Principal

Jeries Abu El-Etham - FBS Deputy Principal
Mahmoud Amra - FBS Principal

Frieda Khayat - FGS Deputy Principal
Ruba Nasser - FGS Staff Representative
Balsam Ramahi - FBS Staff Representative
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- Peace, tolerance, discipline, and respect are
some Quaker values that govern the school.
Each of these values is somehow incorporated
in the curricula, teaching methods, activities and
the school life. They have become part of our
good habits. Moreover, developing these habits
(patterns of behavior) is a conscious endeavor
that is based on desire, skill and most importantly
knowledge.

Desire of the parents to have their children in the
school is the first indicator of their consent to
the values of the school. Along with the parents,
we at the school work on spreading knowledge,
enhancing the students’skills, and empowering
them with new skills. Cooperation between the
parents and the school is the basis to success.
Changing our students’ habits and behaviors

to better ones can only be accomplished if the
parents support the school staff, educate and
urge their children to abide by the rules. In
other words, both the parents and the school
have to be on the same grounds. However, this
unfortunately has not been the case in many
incidents at the school where some bad violent
behaviors were tackled.

Many parents come into my office or the principals’
stating that they ask or even order their children to
use violent approaches in solving their problems
like hitting so as to be respected by others. Respect
has been linked to power and dominance or being
in control. On the other hand, the same children are
taught at the school to use non-violent problem-
solving techniques and approaches. Thus, this

leads the students to be confused and face internal
conflicts. They want to please their parents knowing
deep inside that this is not the right application of
what they have learnt to do at the school. They state
it clearly that it is what their parents want them to do.

There are other gases where children are moved

by the power of habit; using violence as they are
exposed to lots of violence at home. They are abused
and beaten violently and beat their brothers as well
when confronting conflicts. Or they are exposed to
so many violent movies and games that they merely
imitate what they practice and view. Also, many of
these students go against the school rules and use
violent means only to seek negative attention.

Conclusively, all what our children need is love,
consistency and firmness. They should know that
there are limits they can never exceed and that there
are consequences for good and bad behaviors both

at home and school. They need us to be there for
them, to listen and share. Let them know that each
one of them is special in one way or another to boost
their self confidence. Remember to reinforce their
positive behaviors just like punishing them for bad
behaviors. Remember that behaviors are reflections of
feelings so always analyze the children’s behaviors and
yours because these behaviors relay inner messages
and demands. Therefore, it is essential to review our
behaviors and habits because we are the ones who
make our habits and can also break them or mend
them. Finally, | would like to end with these quotes that
are good to share with your children.

Treat everyone with politeness even those who are
rude to you. Not because they are nice but because
you are nice.

AIWays have a positive attitude in life because there
is something positive in every person.

Even a stopped watch is right twice a day.

Never search your happiness in others which WI||
make you feel alone,

Rather search it in yourself. Then you will feel happy
even if you are left alone
: Frieda Khayat

Deputy Principal
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Issa Jildeh Samia Badran
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Sama Nasser - Finance Officer




Day care Employees

Nabila Banda

Hatem Bdair Jeries Deek

Sakher Jildeh
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Adam Hamad

Asad Omari Braa Khuffash

Emile Musallam

Jwana Abu Taa Lana Abdullah Layal Alaeddin Maiia Shamshoum

Nadin Durzi Noor Kamal Rami Abu-Rub

Rami Harb Razan Habayeb Salem Hanania Sara Abu-Ajamia Thair Baransi



Ameer Abu Hadeed

Ramzi Abdallah Ricardo Kamel Samantha Issis Tala Shamia




Ali Saffarini Ashraf Darwish

Muhannad Hasan Nadeem Nasereddin Nadine Rukab

Natali Dar Yaser Natalia Asbah Oliver Shinn
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Sara Masri
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Ansam Awashra Charlie Asbah

Lara Durzi

Shada Salloum Tala Ghandour

Tony Imseeh

Mona Abuhijleh




Bishara Yousef Diala Abu-Ghosh

Joud Zughayer Laith Dahadha

Omar Qudsi Rami Nasr

Samih Al-Far
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Bashar Zein Jamil Khalaf Jana Bassalt

Natalia Al-Badri

Rani El-Khatib

Tala kumkam

Tala Meari

Tarek Abu-Shararah Yousef Al-Rimmawi Zeina Kaibni Zeineldeen Badriyeh
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Hisham Jaber

Iskander Issis Jihad Awad

Marah Dugmagqg
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Marwan Humaid

Waleed Musha’'sha’
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Omar Ghazzi

Zaid Tuffaha

Mohammad Sagfalhait

Rejina Kidess

Zaina Hama

Nadi Hussary

Salaheldeen Badriyeh

Thaer Nasr



Dalia Hassan

Maria Awwad Mohamad Hamoudeh



Ramzi Daher

Sani Kamal

Tameem Hdaib




Albert Husary

Bashar Al-Shami Dalia Abu-Nassar
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Ibrahim Abdel Nour Jamal Shkukani

Lamar Hamadalla Mai EI-A_Jém




Meysan Abu-Awad Micheal Awad Mohammad AL-Khalili Mohammed Hanoun

Murad AbuAsab Natalya Ghazawi Philip Malouf Reem Omari

Saif El-Dein Husseini Shayma’a Abed Taleen Juma’'a Tamer Ansara

Tiana Zaibak Yasmeen Durzi Zahi Touquan
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Deema Jaraie

Fares Natsheh Gabrielle Nino
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Omar Ab-Sumaya Omar tamesh

Rula Hamoudeh Reem arham

Rahaf Abu-Homos

Qais Barghouthi

Shorouq Otifat Yasmin Awad
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Adnan Kathuda Ahlam anasra

Faisal Abu-Ghazaleh

Hadeel houry

Laila Habayeb Luai Al-Hindi




Tarek bu-Amr

Ward Wahdan Yara Jdallah




Bashar Razmeh Bassem Khalili




Widad Salloum
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Yara Barghouthy

Zein Abu-Hijleh

—

Tharwat Arafat
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My favorite story is the faithful dog. | like the story because it is about
a family that helped a dog that was injured in his leg, and then the
dog became a friend with the family and their son. After a while the
dog helped rescue the son from drawing in the lake and he returned
the favour to the family. (Ahmad Durra)

e E‘ Ej :; When I grow up | want to be a soccer player for two reasons. First, |
2 Lo ; . am a good player. Second, | will earn money, | will also be famous.

Wi .u;? | é ?‘i E “\g(E {" « ~ (Ramsey Mogannam)

o By | o= o } o ot The baby otters are champion swimmers. They spend most of their
lives in the water. Otters are very energetic and playful. They are
intelligent and curious. They like to eat fish. (Nour Odeh)

The i
baby otter | have two pets one is a cat and the

is called a kit. The
baby otter lives around
the rivers. Mom helps
the kit how to swim, the
kit eats fish.

(Reem Barham)

A baby
otter is an animal
that lives around the river,
he likes to ride on his mom back
like a small boat, and his mom

alone, and he can playing the
water with his friend.
(Mohamed Shihab)

My
favorite story is the
Elves and the Shoemaker. The
story is about a poor shoemaker

and his wife. Two elves came at night
and made beautiful shoes to help the
shoemaker. They made him happy and
so he wanted to make them happy
by making clothes to the little
elves. (Fadi Ghneim)

I
have a pet rabbit
my favorite color is white
like my rabbit, it always eats
carrots and drink water. It has a
small face and small eyes, a big ears
and small nose and small mouth
and four legs, it is so quiet and
nice pet.
(Yasmin Awwad)

e S

want to show him that he can swim

other on is a fish. My fish name is
nemo, cat name is Orio. Orio color
is black and white she play with
me nemo also plays with me. (Laila
Habayeb)

In future | want to be a fashion
designer. Because | like to design
nice and beautiful clothes and new
fashion. (Maziana Mushasha)

The city is different from the forest
in many things. In the city, we have
people and tall buildings but the
forest we don't have people or
buildings, but we have wild animals.
The forest has more trees and water
but the city has less trees and less
water. (Yara Jadallah)

If | ever get lost | will find a grown-
up person and tell him to help me.
| will give him my mom and dad's
phone number so he can come and
get me. | can also ask that person to
take me to the lost and found. (Nadia
Mogannam)

| would like to write about the cat.
The cat is small, it eats milk, it has
many colors, the cat is fast. It looks
very cute. (Justine Khalaf)




My favorite book is the manner book, because
when you are misbehaving the manner book
teaches you how to be nice that is why | like it.
(Zein Musarsa)

A baby otter is an animal that has thick fur and
webbed feet and lives around the rivers. It likes
to sail on his mom's back while swimming
because he is small but when he get bigger he
can swim alone. (Michel Masaad)

I
have a rabbit
and | like it very
much. He has four legs
and jumps fast. He loves
carrots and likes to eat
very much.

(Diane Ghanayem)

My favorite story is
«The Magic School Buss». The
story talks about school students
who have a teacher whose name
is Farouse, the magic bus takes
them to different places such as
human body and space.

(Luai Al-Hindi)

My
favorite pet

got lost | will
ask a help from an
adult. I will tell him my
name and where | live
and | give him my mom
phone number.

(Salma Amro)

My favorite story is «Arthurs Reading Race», My mom
bought it to me when we were in America. When | was
two years old. And now | have it in my English book. (Zein
Abu-Hijleh)

A baby otter is called a kit. The kit rides on his mom»s back
and holds on to her coat to keep from slipping. The mom
teaches her baby to swim. (Kristen Hanania)

My favorite story is «snow white», because it talks about
how the small dwarf helped snow white and saves her life.
(Khaled Qatamesh)

| want to be just like my mom. She is a training manager.
She train people how to be better, | went with her to
work so many times. | really liked what she does. (Taleen
Abdullah)

My favorite pet is a dog. Its
name is Boomer. Itis small it has
a brown and black color and
curly hair. It has a red ribbon on
its neck. | love dogs very much.

If (David 1zz)

My favorite pet is the cat. It had
a blond big cat it had three
kittens, the dog ate two of
them and the third ran away.
(Kareem Aker)

If | got lost | have to be brave
not afraid, if | saw a police
officer | will tell him my name
and where | live and | will give
him my dad’s phone number.
(Widad Salloum)

When | grow up | want to be
a banker, because | like banks

is a cat, itis a small ':.,__,‘ and | like to work with different
pet, it is color is white kinds of money which is called
7 brown, or black, it is a currencies. (Omar Qatamesh)
D . nice pet. : If 1 got lost | will not be afraid,

(Rahaf Abu-Homos) and if | found a police man | will

tell him to call my family to tell
them where | am. (Israa Shihab)
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THIRD GRADE WRITINGS

What we did during the Christmas break?

[ went to my grandmother’s in Jericho to sleep there with my aunt and my cousins. In the first
day we went to Banana land with my two aunts and my cousins and we played football and we

1 had lots of fun in Banana land. When we went back to my grandmother house she made for us
lots of yummy food. We played on the computer and we slept there. (Hilmi Samarah)

It was a nice holiday; | went to Al-Agsa mosgue and the Dome of the rock and to Damascus
Gate and the old city in Jerusalem. | went with my family to the park and a restaurant and to
Jacobs wall in Nablus and we made barbecue in my grandparent’s garden in Ramallah.

(Joud Touqgan)

We went to Jordan to visit my aunt Ruba, | played with Sara. | went to Mecca Mall and | visited
City Mall. | would love to visit Jordan again. (Yasmin Karout)

| went to Nablus and Dierestia in Nables | played
with my cousin Osama and in Dierestia | played
with Yazan and | sat in the home and played in
computer and | played with my sister. (Waleed
Abu-Hijlhe)

During my Christmas break, | sat at home but
| had fun because | played with my neighbors
friends’ and | went to Jaffa. In Jaffa | went to a
big store. The name of the store is Ikea, mall and
restaurant. | bought a cool pink lunch box for
school. (Xena Maayah)

Caring

| like to help others, | take care of small children at the
church and this makes me feel good. | take care of my
little sister and my mom is so happy from me.

(Carol Khoury)

Caring for others makes me feel good | like to help
poor people and | give them money. | help my
grandmother with the telephone and T.V and | help
my friends study. | feel good because this helps them
succeed or be happy. When | am older | can help more
people and that will make me happy.

(Violette Banda)

| like to help my mother wash the dishes. | like to go
shopping with my mom and dad to help them carry
the bags. | help my friends when they fall on the
ground. (Rakan Sakakini)

| like to help my friends and a lot of people because
if | help them they will help me when | want a help,
and | want everybody to help people so we can live a
good and happy life. (Sabine Saadeh)

| would like to help people and orphans | would like
to help orphans because orphans are kids with their
need:s like us, when | help them | feel much better and
| would help my friend because my friend helps me



every time, and | would like to help my
brothers because my brothers help
me to study and | would like to help
my dad to clean the car and | would
like to help my mom to clean the
house, | would like to help everyone.
(Sandra Anani)

Caring for others makes me happy
and satisfied because | have helped
a person and possibly solved a
problem for him. | helped my friends
and learning new games and help
my parents in cleaning the table
after dinner. (Lour Yasin)

Helping others makes me feel good
| like to help my cousin with her two
years old son. | play with him and keep
him busy when his mom is working.
| help my cousin because | love her.

One day | went with my
mother to the market
| saw a blind man he
wanted tocrossthestreet
| quickly went to help
him the man thanked
me and | feel very happy.
(Saleem Asbah)

My favorite color

My favorite color is blue
because it reminds me of
theskyandgreenreminds
me of the ground and all
my room is blue and my
bed is green.

(Tareq Muallem)

(Omar Khatib)

My favorite color is orange. It reminds me of my favorite drink
orange juice, and because my teddy bear is orange, also it reminds
me of tiger of Winnie the Pooh it's my favorite color because it is
so shiny and beautiful. (Dara Kharraz)

My favorite color is pink because this color reminds me of my bed

a o cotor pm\;\;:t color and my bag, and my favorite color is purple because this
1 .’ MY fa\;g\'\t . apinks ot \\ color reminds me of my shoes and my pencils. (Daleen Khalili)
: inas 55 d .‘
l;‘_"' re‘:} : \ ‘Sézf | My favorite color is blue. It reminds me of the sky and the pool. |

| like it because it is nice and soft. | love the cars that are blue | like
| my eyes to be blue like the sky. The color blue is nice because
| some of the candy is blue. (Nour Habbash)




Wl
¥y et o dadlad O cims
(e 58 Slgiud Yo Lgheh
O Lede Coma =i l3 f3lg slL
Ay digelaglliplh Wy lgatans
e Ollgumtt e Jdableig

(Bakomds a158) 4l pa3 %

e s iall ol wsi Bl
[EN [_113 lgas youald ‘;,SJ o |
39 pue g:m-‘-l-d u_u-j_g (s jel
g)llwig_u-bgla:n.ha s,u-”.'tb

(B9 1 pun)

Juadl! o gt

‘13.1')-.4-'“55 duslg dlie pdollls slowd D pday 43 A8 4400 90 il o3 guom
ety g Jat| Luals Sl guomd! A 31 Alilalf pe Liad

(oo LiL)

S Lactic Lol SLAE don 5 S it S yuyalg SLlS piias (9 Sl ial
(JLsS ad5). Aladl Lo lius dalall oy ME @i g g yluce (15

Aier Letgll Lgt aidly a,a5 sdlaaall O¥ fus Jias puyd) Juad

(psdinss bass ) st} Jisd B Bhsam Clolgunlly |

SN AT o aad 2 sy Juad

day 2 calig o3 slegll HSag Hlova¥)

sl Glald I cais Liaylg oM g dees
(O 392

P P T TP

Qapsay dliley ) OIS Olejdl @aud 2

fganld Aaamtl pgs 2 oyl M Moy 2
133 OIS Gaplalll 2 (i d (el pga 2
(ra o o pdtd alif a2 (i1SA 108 Bilidae

(el 58h) Buaku e
2ol 3 Ao g ) Mo ol ) Lo
w,at}ueagﬁﬁ.@j&uh.m1
Agauay (gouang g s Ol Jlale
COlS Ll b (a9 fua @S Sal by .
O gt Slolaald pSrp diln ¥ 108 conls
L 5] S g 3y ok 138 1St 20 patas

(cxad | g2l Sa) St8



&,S‘G Labic i—l.#-i L'%i_g ["."3)-151g‘ﬁ-i’ﬁ?ﬂ1ﬁbﬂ,){s;‘g-‘buﬂ-“-&-nﬁs)t)‘.‘!nj“}‘-’“ U._g.‘najl.@pﬂuu.q.ﬂdluai s
o il el . RG] Lgilally pglai Lewic Buals Jremtl Lo ylateg Aunf3ll Leslgll pglad cigyadl oy 2
(Sl £ 3e ). Buond | SUSIST praae Ciga3 Lehguing Lo {9y (¥ Bt

bi@JMQMQﬁJM&JMEMTDi@JMQ W@‘Mjglmjulgﬂ:‘aihi

(;,3.:3._.13,4:)s-‘_,aJsggijggﬁmidsw”ﬂlds‘%gammglmjglwmg,._.sioi_\:ui
Licaly 3% Ll (o8 Limd @8 & 531 5uen ¥ Ll yg phiia juand 13559 Lol piatg alatalf yiany Baa] Low sl 1 Liiad
(ot jias )1 Bl 3 Ao o1 02k fanl Lo B (5150l S Atom Yo LiaTatiialy Aol s Al | lat Y|

AN ol NS

(S il ) <l g ot chiond| Liaslal e (read (5501 Lislgin g L ladis Liagh Udlolas bs gy

2 coad hatead 1 3158 3 Siles sl pe Ciiad Lags VY Coad 30 pa Ohas 31 S yake
2o S . | S Liatofiw! (p8Y daoma u\.‘n.ﬁ‘,.lc LS g oMM dude I Hu i alasd
(Bjle poe)-daies Bl ColS  nlawdd I ua g G

Cralad abf aly Asie 2 adball o3 Auuis Ay I uedly Liad
G WY g8ty o gSnd | Dgaiian S dojdlu puas B (ra
CdstlS (g pad algag Bajlly gISISTy (plall ae Sl zie @i
o LS Coalal LWL piuse 2 Lal Ol glantt deliual Shalatly
s g LT Sleror jhias | @ oo DSt S (ulSH o
@3 Oaguild Lgitlaf @ 25 O das 3 #19gl 1 (po S (5L 2. Lgaidy

(gramt! pal) . padl| LiSLe 1 J gy cadond

A e dadlod
SR 2 SLLaLT) ) puie SIS (po Aot e Rladlot i Lidde o
Boew¥! Jlesial pucy OlSull e OSe (e fusas adlual! slig
deliuog Aid! Gigli 3 (6355 Les Y Ayt | Olied) g A glonst
2| &gl M G355 lall ola pres AN Ola Sy O jlewd!
¥ oY Ao A oy GLAwWSLS (re Aalall 31gll (o palily
(paent! gl gald) . Joiy

olatl (pgadly e calll o 5633 GilEs pa caatl Of sl
Lasls e (ped 1Sy e ol Lalilng i s Aallyg Abras
(Grmmndl ) paadl ngunn pag (5 ¥l gy (e oy

Cdig Aalial AundS (N Cady gobdl (uadll G Cuad
1S 4Y g LS ol o (g5l g LS (o (g i OF ¥
i 2 g sl pe Comd g Ruadll S8y Condl I Susy
(Aol Judicnn )

A1 JU8 ssliog ypawme @)y Wld 2 slus OIS Le L OIS
als) Glb audl G ST GLD faly subis L] jgauaal)
Ty s sdumall slalt Gl ( s alll die Gl )9S agw
(due 93) gt 28,8 59 3 40 jgaunall







': .\l\\i\m\ !

Nizar Haj Mohammed

Natalie Al-Ju'beh Natalie Hanania

Nadine Bahour

Ramzi Jaber

Nora Sédeddin

Yazan Mimi

Yasmin Al-Najjar

Mahfouz Karout

Abdallah Al-Deek

A
-

o

ST TN

nnn

m

SRl

/ayn

FGS yearbook 2010 @




Ibrahim Ghazal Kays Abu-Ein Lana Shaltaf Lila Al-Badawi

i g E e
e o L

S L-n




Loura wayes Maureen Husary Nataly Joma’a Osayed Khalilee

~333v¥m}5 >
|

il

[?J,.L

Rula Sffarini Salma oussa SamaJaraie j\\'

Sara El-Khatib Sujoo Shbat Tala Malouf Taline Toubassi

Yazeed irz.allah

Yazan abay'e_b Yazan Khatib



Cessar Andoni Danya Dahadha

Firas Abdallah

Hala Mashaal

o o . - ¥ L fow By
Log



Musa Musa

Majd Hassan Malak Shehab Miora Tannous

Nabil Taweel Najeh Saadeh Nakhleh Shkeir Nizar Abu-Shararah

Sabena Mousa Sandy Salameh

Tareq Daher

Shukri Kuttab -Suhayeb- Igneibi
[T



FOURTH GRADE WRITINGS

Storm

It was a sunny day in winter, when | was sitting in the terrace reading a book about thunderstorms. Suddenly
the clouds were getting dark and a flash of lighting came through the clouds. Then | heard a boom, it was
thunder. | quickly entered inside. The wind began to blow hard, and the rain started to come down heavily.
What | was reading in the book exactly happened in reality. It was a thunderstorm! ( Hiyam Ghneim)

| was in the Plaza Mall in Ramallah one evening. Suddenly | heard thunder and saw lighting | felt
curious to know what was the cause of the sound and the light. Which accompanied it? My mother
told me that in winter, this was very common and | should not be afraid. After that | never felt afraid
again. (Layan Nasir)

[ was sitting in my room. It was so cold. The storm passed strongly, and then | heard thunder bellowing.
It was scared, then | saw lighting coming towards me. | went to tell my mom, she said:“Don’t be afraid
it's only thunder you are hearing” but | was still scared. (Elizabeth Muoghrabi)

| was sitting with my family in the living room. First we saw the lightning across the mountains. The
wind was very strong, then we heard thunder roar loudly. Suddenly we saw the sky raining with
showers. The storm started it was scary, and then | went to my warm bed. (Hussein Bader)

The sky was dark and full of clouds while | was on my way to my house. Everyone was running to
their cars or houses. | saw them closing the windows. The rain started and the drops grown in size
and speed. The wind had become very fast and strong. | started to run and run while seeing flashes
of lightning and hearing thunder which frightened me very much. When | reached my house the rain
was flooding in the streets. It was a really terrible storm. (Yazeed Hirzallah)

| went to my grandmother’s house. The weather was cold and rainy and | was playing. | was scared
and at the same time | was happy because | thought that it would snow when | was playing, a blot of
lightning hit the sky and thunder roared | wanted to cry but my grandmother told me that | shouldn’t
be scared. It snowed and | was happy, then it stopped snowing | went to play outside and made a
snow man. (Zade Musleh)

| was in the middle of the city with my Da_d when we felt heavy wind. There was Iightning_in the sky. |
felt cold when it rained. | even felt colder the storm was strong. The car was in the parking, we walked

fast to the car. Dad droved fast when we got home my Mom made me hot chocolate, it was good and
it was best day of all. (Yazan Habayeb)

Yesterday when | walked home | didn't go up the street | usually take. Instead | went up the street with
trees. All of sudden | heard the thunder and it got dark. Ten seconds later lightning broke darkness and
cracked the sky. Everything was so quiet. | was so scared because it looked like night time. Another
lightning bolt hit the sky thunder boomed again. Then the rain came rushing down like someone
was pouring buckets of water over me. | was so glad to finally get home. (Burag Khalilee)

Last year | went to Cuba to see the University where my father graduated from. One day in the middle of
October a big storm was approaching the place where we were living. | saw a huge black cloud coming
closer and closer flashed of electricity hit lightning the sky and the horrible noises shook the place. |
was so afraid my father gave me a big hug and said: “my little darling” don't be afraid it's only a storm
with lightning and thunder so don’t worry because this usually happens in Cuba. (Loura Awayes)

= 2
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| was lost in the forest during a big storm. Suddenly | heard a loud sound of thunder and was a
big flash of lightning hit the sky. | was so afraid and confused to be alone and lost. | saw so many
animals, huge rocks, and tall trees. | was scared from the animals too. (Ala’ Masharkah)

Sharing

Sharing is important in our life because we can make someone happy. | get a good feeling
when | share my stuff with my family and my friends. Sharing helps us to make new friends. |
share my room with my sister. Sharing the room with my sister is fun because we play together
and we do everything together. | like to share my favorite yoyo with my sister. To me sharing
means to care about other’s feelings. (Musa Musa)

Sharing can start at any time, and it's also a very personal act. Every one can do it in their
own way. Sharing is something you continue to do for others, even after you have been
disappointed by the reactions of many people. we can share our sadness, happiness and
interests with others which makes life easier. (Malak Shehab)

For me sharing is important it means giving others things they need to have. Sharing is a
helpful thing, because it helps others to have a good life as we have. We share love with family
we share emotion with the people we like. Sometimes we share food with some poor people.
| share love always, but most importantly we need to look and share others who in need. This
makes them feel happy. When we share with others, they will feel that everyone cares about
them and no one looks at them in an eye of pity since “sharing is caring”. (Tareq Daher)

Sharing is a good thing and it’s easy, to share means to give what you have to others. | shared
a lot of times and | wish | can share for all the people in the earth but | can't, and | feel when |
share my toy with my friends | feel happy and my friends too. (Cessar Andoni)

Sharing is involvement of other, such as share in play, study and using tools. And it means
also to me to accept the others, because sharing creates a friendship and make friend close to
each other.We can't enjoy without sharing, because sharing give us more ideas and exchange
experience we did not know before. (Bashar Moustafa)

| bought a new toy and | started playing with it. At the beginning | didn't enjoy it | told my
brother to play with me we had a great time. So | thought that sharing is more joyful than
playing alone, and sharing makes good friends and let us love each others and to make other
people happy makes us happy too. (Shukri Kuttab)

| love to share my things with others because sharing is so important, | love to help others, so
I share my things with them as we say sharing is caring and sharing is nice. (Hala Mashaal)

There are many kinds of sharing like: sharing food, friends, work, schools and information. Sharing
means to get something and to give someone else thing with your friends or family, sharing is
an important skill because without it we don’t have friends, and sharing is important to our work
like when we work on the computer we have to share the information with each other and when
we learn we have to share what we know about the things with the teacher and friends by giving
them what we know and getting from them what they know. (Miora Tannous)
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| want to talk about spider man when a man was
walking, a spider pinch him, he was able to spread
a net and stick his hands and legs on the walls and
he start helping people and catch thieves. People
loved him but he was a human being, when he was
a human some people doesn't like him he was a T.V
reporter and half his picture was to spider man and
many people wants to kill spider man but they can't
killed him. (Shehadeh Fino)

Crazy frog is a huge singer, he always do something
funny, he sings and dance with his friends, crazy frog
has a child, he is like his dad, | love crazy frog and his
song, because it make me laugh, there is a game on
the computer and a movie, his friends dance very
funny, crazy frog live in the ocean and his song go like
this: na, na, na, na, na, nana ng ne ne 0o, now thereisa
movie and games about crazy frog in the shops. Crazy
frogis fun. (Dalia Hammoudeh)

One day in the morning, we went for a walk in
nature, The land is full of wonderful flowers and trees.
Some trees are short and others are long, and some
flowers are short and long. The flowers fill the place
with beautiful colors, and then we saw a small valley
we played with the water. Then we went to clime the
mountain we ate delicious food and went back home.
(Jude Karam)

My favorite Family Member

| live with my family since 1999. my family has five
members: dad, mom, Rena, Dara, and finally me. In
this paper | will write about my favorite member of
my family. My favorite member is Rena. Rena is my
oldest sister. She is really good. She always makes me
sandwiches. She tells me stories before | go to sleep.
She combs my hair. Once, when | was small, we went to
a water park, and she taught me how to swim instead
of sitting on the chair by myself. | love my sister Rena
so much, and she loves me too. (Layal Haj Abed)

STH GRADE WRITINGS

My two favorite family members are my Dad and
Mom. | like my mom because she is always there for
me when | need her. When | am sick she takes care
of me and when | am sad she tries to cheer me up.
| couldn't have asked for a better mother. She is so
selfless and compassionate. She does anything she
can for everyone in my family just to make us happy.
She is my best friend and | can't imagine life without
her. As for my Dad, he is my favorite too because he
always makes me laugh. He is a very loving person. |
play with him UNO, Monopoly and Chess. He is the
CEO of Augusta Victoria Hospital and works hard to
help sick people especially the kids who have cancer.
I am inspired by all that he does for those kids. | just
can't say enough to describe what a wonderful person
he is. (Jana Nasser)

New school

It was night and the weather was stormy, my mother
told me to sit down with her, my dad and my two
brothers. My dad spoke in a deep, sad voice and said:
kids we are going to move to America. We were so
shocked! At first, | was happy to go there but was
sad to leave my school, friends, home and everyone
else. My brother flung his arms in the air and shouted:
“why? Why do we have to go?” Dad said: because of
the Israeli occupation, | can’t find work. | have to go
and work in America. So we packed everything and
wentto sleep.The next day when [ went to school I told
everyone about the story and they were sad. When we
finished from school | said my farewells to my teachers
and friends. My mom picked me up and | suggested
that my mom should not go do her hair because we
had only one hour to leave. We went back home to
finish. The taxi came and we went to the airport and
then to the airplane. It was one o'clock in the morning
when we got to our new home and went to sleep. The
next morning, as we drove to the new school, | stared
at the weather vane and wondered what our new life
would be like. One good thing was that we didn't have
to wear grey uniform. | was delighted because in my




~ old school we had to wear them. Two girls came up to
me and said: hi, are you the new girl? At the first | was
shy and felt my tongue got tangled. Yes, | am, | finally

said. They started asking me questions and were very
friendly. | told them about Palestine, my friends and
pets back home. 1 also explained to them how bad the
Israelis are and that they stole our land and beat up
our people. The girls were so shocked and said they
would be my friend and help me tell everyone about
how unique Palestine and its people are.

(Jeneen Shehadeh)

When | was 8 years old, | entered a new school which
is the F.G.S. It was my first day of school; | was totally
strange and new in this school. | met new girls and
boys but some of the girls were vain about their look
and their popularity. | didn't care because my goal
was to succeed in this school, and get an “"A” average.
But not just that, in the new school we had to wear
uniforms, so | was confused by this unique system,
even though | had to say farewells to my old school:
my mind was thinking about it. Everything in this new

school amazed me even the way we had to study. Day

by day | began to make friends, my friends were special.
The school had a great environment and also beautiful
buildings. It had great teachers. (Zain Rajha)

This diary tells about my story of moving from Alnajah
School to the Friends School. When | finished the 3rd
grade at Alnajah School, my parents suggested that
we (me and my brother) have to move to the Friends
school. At the beginning | was afraid of losing my
friends, and that the students would be vain, and |
had to wear new uniform, but my parents encouraged
me and told me not to worry, and that everything will
be fine. My mother told me “just be yourself”. When
| moved to the new school | found that it was very
exciting and | felt like | was in my home. | got good

scores and | spoke better English. Now | have many
friends. We play, study together and go to birthday
paities. (Ahmad Tamimi)

My friends made me a surprise farewell party for my
last day of school at the Friends. | had to wear a blue
uniform at the new school. | thought everyone was
vain, and no one would talk to me at first. My tongue
was tangled on my first day at school. The next day |
met two girls and we played together in recess.
(Lour Harb)

Moving to a New Neighborhood

Today | want to tell you about the day we moved to a
new neighborhood. When | was a little girl, we lived
in a building behind our school. In this building there
were too many children that we played with. Then my
father suggested building our own house in Al-Teereh,
where we are living in now. When our house was
ready, we took our things, and we said our farewells
to our neighbors and went to the house. Now we are
living in our new home, with my grandfather’s family,
and my uncle’s family, and we are happy to live there.
{Bana Shamieh)

| remember the first time when my friend moved to our
neighborhood. When he introduced himself for the first
time, his tongue tangled when he started to talk. It was
clear he was confused, or maybe he thought we were a
group of vain neighbors. My cousin suggested that we
invite him todrink tea and have biscuits to make him feel
comfortable. Fortunately, in no time he looked friendly,
spoke freely and we became friends, and whenever he
passes by our house, he flung his hand and waves to us.
He is a nice friend. (Khalil Abualhummos)
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I have just finished my PhD from college and | am working at my own clinic as an official plastic surgeon,
| have a successful business and I'm working with a bunch of clients these days, | help my clients to look
better, most of my clients were born with distortions and they would like to look better so | help them
to do so. After | finish my work, | leave my clinic at 5:30, take my car and go back to my apartment. It’s
nothing fancy but its suits me. After buying the stuff and groceries | need, | go back to the apartment
and prepare something to eat, usually | buy something from a restaurant but [ like sometimes to
prepare home-made food. It’s now 8:30, | have nothing to do but surf the internet and call my parents.
Sometimes | like to walk near the building | live in and enjoy the fresh air. When | come back | make
myself a cup of tea and drink it by the porch. Now its 11:00 and I'm kind of sleepy so | go to my bed
and sleep. Next day | wake up early and prepare myself, eat my breakfast and continue to my clinic. I'm
thinking of buying a bigger house that I'll feel more comfortable at. I've seen some that | liked in the
newspaper and I'm thinking of passing by these houses to check them out. | love my job as a plastic
surgeon and I'm very delighted to make people feel happier and prettier at the same time, because
since my early childhood, | wanted to be able to make a change and affect the people around me, my
father-whoisalsoa doctor encouraged me to climb these steps and accomplish what | desire the most,
and | did. (Hamdi Malhies)

In twenty years, | will live in Germany and [ will work as a lawyer in order to fight for the rights of women.
When | was four years old, my brother was born. Before he was born, everyone called my mom and dad
“Aum Salam” or “Abu Salam”. After my brother’s birth everyone called them “Aum Elias and Abu Elias” |
asked why this happened and no one could give me an answer. In Germany women earn 20% less than
men for the same work and same responsibility. Many women are not allowed to work nor do what
they want. In twenty years, | will be a lawyer to defend women’s rights in order to improve life and to
balance the rights between all human beings. (5z

am Sawalha)

| am Rand Kurdi the famous fashion designer.|am 31 years old, and [ live in Paris. | have a big company in
Paris, and shops in Palestine, U.S.A, Russia, China, and Jordan. | go every year in the summer to Palestine
to visit my family. | design clothes for the kids, women, men, and anlmals Ilke rabbits, dogs, and cats.
My company’s name is Cute and my husband and | go every day -
to my store and start working. Maybe | will come back to Palestine
to visit my family, friends, and my school that | love so much. And
I wish | could live back in Ramallah to teach my kids some Arabic
and they can go to my old school (Friends School), and to see
where | learned and so they can learn about the country.

(Rand Kurdi)




In twenty years time, | will be done with my education in business, commerce or economics so | can work

as a manager in our “El Rancho” grocery stores chain in the USA. Our grocery stores provide all family needs.

It includes a bakery and a small restaurant. What | dream of is to make these stores the best and the most

known grocery stores in Dallas-Texas. Since the business is considered as an important source of income for
, the whole family and provides an important source of employment for a lot of our relatives, this means that
we need to take care of it and develop and expand it by building and opining more stores in different areas
! and also sell more goods.

The best memories of my life in my childhood years are those when | enjoyed every moment full of fun, love
and happiness. | used to think that everything is so easy to get and life is very simple. Now that | reached
30 years of age, things seem to be different. Having a family of my own brought joy to my life, but also a lot
of responsibility. This came with great job that | like. | got to see and visit a dozen of countries as a pilot for
an international airline. This helped me understand a lot of things and know much more about the people,
their culture and about the world. | still remember how | used to wonder about everything in the sky when
an airplane passes over us. Now | see things from above and wonder if there is a kid somewhere thinking
| about my airplane as | used to do. Working hard is a lesson | learned the hard way. With everything that |
| am now, | think being a kid with goals and ambitions helps build the personality. | remember day dreaming
about having a family that | love and care for. Now, | only hope that in thirty years, my kids will be in my place,

working hard and living happily in peace.

"'Have you ever thought or dream of having a job that helps others. Well | have!

Since | was a little child | always had a dream to become a pediatrician. Like

' my pediatrician, Dr. Karkisian. She has always inspired me with her kindness
\
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to children and comforting approach and attitude to the parents. She is
extremely trustworthy and has a great reputation. She's a true model for us
to learn from and look forward to be like. | am determined to grow up and
help children in need to make them feel happy and be healthy. | hope my
ream will one day become a reality. | will keep working hard to accomplish
y goals. Special gratitude to my pediatrician. (Yara Zaru)

After fourteen years from now, | hope to be a math teacher, as | always think
of that. | like my teachers and the way they are doing their jobs. | see myself
giving lessons in a class which contains twenty students,

and teaching them by practicing math exercises. (Sabina Awwad)

I am now 31 years old, and | am a very important musician and
| am a known actor in Hollywood. | finished university in Chine
University, and | know 5 languages and they are Arabic, English,
Russian, Chinas, and Japanese. | live in a peaceful neighborhood, all of the
neighbors are friendly and our neighborhood is very beautiful place and full
of peace. (Ilbrahim Qatato)
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Do you have @ friend? Do you 1y to make friends? Do you know rea! friends can help . -

you make life better? Real friends can help make your life easier for you- Good friends
- have good gualities and they don'tletyou walk in the wrong way. Many things happen
1 and friends help. If you want to have many friends are a good friend. Joelle Asbah)

%

A friend is everything in our life and very important pbecause We can't live without
friends. First friends help each otherin solving their problems and playind and shating o
good times and bad times. If we don't have friends We will be lonely and sad. | have

a lot of friends but | have a special friend Michael Awad, because he helps me when |

need him and makes Me happy- Friends are part of our life because they stay withus @
for along time our family we understand each other. (Khalil pahdah)

My name is Mays, ! am an eleven years old Palestinian girl, my messageisa question for «
the whole world. What would you do if you wake up one day to find a stranger sitting
in your living room eating the food in your kitchen, letting his children play in your
garden, and making your bedroom a jail for the rest of your life, by putting security (%
at the door 10 forbid you from going anywhere without his permission, even going to
the church of mosque o pray? That was my guestion for you but pefore | finish  want
to tell you that this question 15 my real life because you are me, the stranger is the
|sraelis, our hOMe i my Palestine, our garden is MYy land and our bedroom is MY town o
or village. 1 hope you all understood MY message. (Mays pDahadha)

| have a message to send to the whole world. 1 am @ child from palestine | hope that you &
can help me and all the Palestinian children to get our freedom and live in peace in our
lovely country palestine We need to live like other children we want to play and enjoy ouf
childhood safety. Thereare many children in Palestine that live miserable because members O
of their family are either killed of jailed, and there are children whose houses aré destroyed

and so lost their clothes, books and toys. Please help us to move freely in our country to go

and pray in Jerusalem and go swimin the sea.lwishone dayall the children of Palestine will

be happy and live free and safe with their families like other children. (Taleen Nino) O

Almostone whole century passed andthe Palestinian people My people never stopped trying

to convey one message to the world: enough injustice and suffering. We struggled, fought,

3 demonstrated, shouted, talked, and we even knocked the doors of those who contributed

k@ and caused this injustice: the superpowers, people of the world, even the United Nations,

¢ | where it all began when they decided to give 3 land that is not their to a group of Zionist
organizations that they do not own. My message, My people’s message to the whole world 'R

i ms very difficult to comprehend by the world: we, as all human

e a free, prosperous life, where there are no killing no

Jtred and most of all no occupation and slavery of other people. (Rand Jibril)
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SPECIAL NEEDS & LEARNING
& SUPPORT PROGRAM s

All equal All different

Every child has his or her own gifts and strengths — and each
person has a unique contribution to make. Our task is to recognise,
encourage, support and value each child’s contribution.
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A Letter from the Head of the English Department

Motivation, or more accurately, the lack of it is

a consistent problem for English teachers. Itis
commonly known that for second language learning
to occur, a certain degree of motivation should be in
place. Otherwise, all efforts to teach students to speak,
write and read simply go down the drain. “Motivation
is the critical force which determines whether a learner
embarks on a task, how much energy he devotes to it,
and how long he preserves.”

To meet the ever-changing needs of students in

the modern world, educators are crossing the
traditional borders of their own disciplines to work
with colleagues from other fields to develop novel
approaches to teaching. English language teachers
should reach out to colleagues from different
departments to develop innovative courses, materials,
and instructional approaches. This interaction is
characterized by cooperation, collaboration and
team teaching which in the long run will increase the
students’ interest and participation in the teaching
learning process.

Personally, | have experienced both the joys and
challenges that such projects bring. | believe that
my experience has led to improved learning for my
students and tangible professional growth for me.

There are several reasons why teachers should
consider inter-disciplinary projects:

e When two people work together to solve a
problem, they are far more likely to succeed and
find effective solutions than if either had tried to
work alone.

e By crossing traditional disciplinary boundaries, we
can push ourselves and our partners to develop
new ways of thinking and teaching.

e Ininter-disciplinary projects, (integration) teachers
are able to offer valuable insights into how best
to select and structure learning activities and
materials to meet the instructional goals.

To ensure a successful partnership we should focus on

three key areas:

e Initiating an inter-disciplinary project to enrich
the curriculum and meet the students’ needs
is not a simple act but can lead to innovations
that would be impossible without the merging
of two disciplinary perspectives.

e Establishing an inter-disciplinary team
collaborating and cooperating, forming a
compatible team, nurturing effective professional
relationships and working to find common
grounds are essential to achieve our goals.

e Working successfully with other disciplines
(departments-teachers) depends on good
working relationships that can contribute to
positive and fruitful outcomes.

Inter-disciplinary collaboration can lead to
outstanding opportunities for personal and
professional growth. Making certain that those
opportunities remain positive requires that all
members of an inter-disciplinary team strive to
ensure the success of the partnership and the project.

Each stage of an interdisciplinary venture from
planning, to setting up the team, and finally, to

seeing the project through to completion can present
new challenges. Working to solve those challenges
together, rather than individually, is the key to success.

“Two Heads Are Better Than One”

Suha Ghawi
Head of the English Department
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Safad Engineering & Electronics

Technology for better outcomes
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TOP GEAR co.

For Trade & Auto Service
General Manager :

Omar Al-Saddy
Specaliezed For
AutoMatic Transmission
Special Section for
Vehtion development

Ramallah - Birzeit st.
Tel : 02-295 9512

Fax : 02-296 2475

Mob : 0599-240823

Mob : 0547-457506
topgear295@yahoo.com
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: Commercnal & Institutional Furniture

= Office Furniture

- Educational (desks, tables, cabinets & writing boards)
* Kindergarten

Ramallah - Industrial area - Palestine
Phone: +972 2 2956979 - Fax: +972 2 2966545
Website: www.maayehcom.com - e-mail: info@maayehcom.com
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