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EVERY STONE HAS A HISTORY

Friends schools celebrated our joint accomplishments in providing quality education to our students; those
same students who have suffered the agonies of occupation throughout their childhood, now have an
opportunity to receive a top notch education in Palestine. Our value led education, based on Quaker
testimonies of tolerance simplicity and non-violence have been our backbone ever since | can remember
as a student occupying those same seats. Our over century old educational philosophy has been as
steadfast as our generations of graduates who have made a most respected name for being a ‘friends
alumni’. Thanks to their dedicated teachers, their engaged parents, and their own hard work, they have
set unprecedented results as they matriculate to top universities and colleges around the world. Who
would have ever thought that MIT would accept three of our graduates, Harvard two of our graduates, in
one single year; not to forget, Yale, Stanford, Brown, Earlnam, Guilford and Swarthmore and many other
leading institutions around the globe.

Finally we celebrated our partnership with our supporters. First and foremost our strategic relationship with
USAID’s American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (ASHA). ASHA and the friends School go back a long
way. Together with Friends United Meeting in Richmond Indiana, ASHA provided our first grant in 1992
and since then continued to provide a total of 8 grants in 18 years totaling near $4.5 million. We know for
certain that our accomplishments would not have been where they are today if it weren’t for this support.
USAID’s West Bank and Gaza mission, through its partners, have helped sustain so many of our other
activities, most notably the support, through ARD, of the installation of the artificial turf on our sports field
and our lower school’s participation in the Amideast run, Model School Network project. Other support
celebrated today comes from many friends and alumni. We would like to thank the Alquds Bank, Palestine
Bank, the American Consulate General in Jerusalem, our school parents Mai and Sameh Masri as well as
many other supporters. This school is all about vision and achievements.

Samer Shehadeh - Chairperson
Board of Trustees




PRESERVING OUR
SCHOOL'’S HISTORY

T he vacant meeting room above my office this year slowly
became the home of many old pictures, yearbooks,
frames and documents -- all spanning 14Q years of

our school’s history. It is indeed overwhelming to see how our

school's history unfolded before our eyes as we tried to decipher
the facts from the fiction, the names from the faces and the event
from the its actual date. Many guestions turned up, some easy,

but many others difficult to answer. Sometimes it took calling a

graduate or an former teacher; sometimes it meant fetching the

answer from old school records, board minutes, yearbooks or
newsletters and other times we simply just had to trust our memories and those of others around us.

At the end of the day, we think we answered the most important questions and admittedly, we did let

some others simply slide. For example: how come there was an FBS graduation in 1949 but not a FGS

graduation? | am yet to find out! '

Our focus on history this year came about because of my conviction that we need fo all work harder
to preserve our rich past and document the contributions of those who came before us. After all, we
know that the Ramallah Friends School would not be where it is today without them: teachers, workers,
students, parents, alumni and administrators alike. Knowing that it takes resources, expertise and time
to venture into our history, | jumped on an opportunity when Betsy Brinson and Gordon Davies emailed
me asking if we had any open volunteer opportunities. Reviewing their credentials and very impressive
life-long experiences, | quickly imagined our history preject unfold to become a reality... They were
‘hired’!

| Jumana, Rebecca and Beisy selecting pictures




in mid-August to spend the entire school year with us. While we spent a good amount of time

B etsy is an established historian and Gordon a renowned higher education expert. They arrived

exploring various activities, and discussing various options, we quickly settled on the following

projects:

1

6.

A book - this is our dream... to produce a pictorial history of our school with oral histories being an
integral part of it. We hope to be able to publish this in the near future.

Oral histories- Betsy rightfully observed that most of our school history accounts are written from
the perspective of the American staff and volunteers that served the schools. She thought it is high
time that we hear the voices of local Palestinians who were at some point involved with the schools.
| agreed! By the end of her stay, Betsy had conducted over 45 most special interviews and found
the funding to professionally transcribe them.

Large picture frames- a total of 12, each representing a decade will include 10-14 pictures as well
as text highlighting main milestones for each decade. These will be hung at the entrance of FBS
and some will also be at FGS.

A digital photo archive- Thanks to Gordon, over 800 photographs spanning over 140 years
of history were gathered, scanned and categorized electronically and are now kept in a secure
database.

A school archive- much was collected. Photos, yearbooks, documents, etc... Archival boxes were
purchased and a space was allocated to keep them. Lisa, FBS Librarian, is our designated archivist
who will be responsible for maintaining the material.

A brief school history document- for our website.

Looking at the list above, | can't help but be in awe, knowing that for the most part, this was all
accomplished because of the spirit of service, friendship and thoughtfulness of Betsy and Gordon. |
wish to thank them for accompanying us through this beginning — knowing it is indeed only a beginning.
They arrived to help us preserve our history and managed -- in only nine months -- to become an
integral part of it!

For our students and graduates, | remind you that you too have already become part of your school
history. Through this Yearbook, your lovely pictures and memories will be preserved for centuries to
come!

Joyce Ajlouny
School Director

Gordon Davies... scanning away over 800 photographs Betsy Brinson surrounded by a collection of documents and photographs




CONNECTING THE PAST
WITH THE PRESENT

oinciding with our focus

on  history this vyear, the

historic Ramallah  Friends
Meetinghouse turned one hundred years
old. Friends flocked from Eurcpe and the
United States to celebrate with us, A
most special guest was Timothy Hussey
from Maine. Timothy is the great-great-
grandson of Timothy Hussey who was
instrumental in founding our schools in
the late 19th century. Timothy presented
the' school with a most precious scrap
boek which included extremely valuable
documents and photographs that he
collected from his family archive. Tim’s
re-connection with our school was
yet another reminder of the wonderful
links that our history establishes for us,
especially when it beautifully connects
the past with the present. Qur school has
rekindled its friendship with the Hussey
family and knows that it is one that will
last another one hundred years.

The Ramallah Friends Meetinghouse (2010}

Timethy Hussey presenting Joyce Ajlouny documents
and phatogiaphis fram fis family archive

Ttie Ramallah Friends Meetinghouse (1330s) — Built in 1910,
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Jomana Thalji
- School Engineer

SHADI OTHMAN - ~ Rebecca Masom
‘School Engineer e Sy Development Officer
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YEAR BOOK COMMITTEE
TEACHERS:

Samar lzzat & Ramzi Shaheen.

STUDRENTS:
12th Grade
Jana Barghouti
Jalal Jibril

10th Grade
Maona Yasin
Areen Bahour
Dalal Awwad
Faisal Nahhas

8th Grade
Mohammad Anabtawi
Aous Shaheen

Anton Marderesian

7th Grade
Faris Amin
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Arabic Department

Abdel Haseeb Khudaer Anan Natsheh Mohammad Salamah

Saleh Darraj Samar |zzat Sana’ Abed Ramzi Shaheen
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Mohammad Jamal

Mohammad Salirﬁ M.ﬁtaserﬁkhader

English Department

Amal Arafat

A et Vivek Chilukuri Ruba Khalaf

-18

Buisness &
ECO.Department

Walid Ghozzi




Science Department

Mahmoud Khalil Raed Shehadeh

Computer Department

Vi b

Fadi Abu Farha Salim Zughayar

Rashed Abu Alia




Galina Barghouti Samah Zakak Ali Jawhar Mazen Qatato Sabrin Tamimi

20



Support Staff

& e
.







SENITORS




T = PP

24



25



Ahmad Esmail . Ahmad Hmouz Ali Shilleh Amanda Mousa Anwar Asbah

Azmi Ahmad Dalia Dawani Dana Muaddi Diala Abu Obied

Eman Mogannam Eyad Boulos Fadi Toumeh Farid Mazbar Fuad Michael
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Hana Awwad Haneen Jibril

Tamara Masri

Hend Younis Hind Abu-Ramadan Yazan Barahmeh
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Ahmad Bazzar Bashar Abu Hweij Ibrahim Naous Ibrahim Zaibak Issa Totah

Jana Barghouti Jude Skakini Khamis Aweis

Lamis Abu Nahleh Lara lbrahim

Maher Musleh Majd Darwish

Lina Far
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Manar Qawasmi Mayse Jarbawi Masou'd Zain Michael Khayyat Mohammad
Abu Khair

Muna Sharma Nadim Issa Nireen Jamal Eddin Nora Dajani Odai Hurani

Omar Agel Osama Asbah Tareq Khalaf Zainab Sawafta
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Amal Moghannam Hashem Haj Yassin Khaled Omari Manar Ahmad Nardeen Turjman

Qais Elian Rafoul Banda Rand Mashal Rawan Kafri Rima Moughrabi

Rogina Hinn Ruba Awadallah Sahar Salameh Samer Dahadha Sarah Mubaied
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Valedictorian

The fireworks begin today... Yes, each diploma is a lighter match that we will use to start a fire. Just like every start
has an end, every end must be followed by a beginning. In fact, there is a good reason they call these ceremonies
«commencement exercises». Graduation is not the end; ibbs the beginning.

We live under occupation. | believe Raja Shehadeh speaks for us all when he wrote «This is an account of what
it is like to be under siege: the terror, the frustrations, the humiliations and the rage.» However, we cannot keep
looking back. We cannot stand still. We are young, strong and educated and with the lessons we were taught at
school we will contribute to our Palestinian society each in our own ways. | know we will come back in five or six
years as doctors, teachers, musicians and politicians. Life under occupation is merely a stumbling block that we
must and will overcome.

Behind each and every one of us...are two people who endured sleepless nights...24/7 hour crying, continuous
nagging and often unexplained hysterics. Yet they never hesitated to give, no matter what. They carry our burden
with them wherever they go and whenever the time may be. They devoted their time, passion and advice and
well...their pockets in their strong belief in what a high-quality education would make of us. Fellow classmates
know that these two special people are extremely proud of you.

My friends, | do not know where to start, since each and every one of you has added something to me. We pro-
gressed as individuals to form a unified community. | am, in a way that | may not understand now, part of you just
like you have formed a part of who | am.

We are heading down separate roads and | want to urge you to take your values with you before your knowledge
and to take the best out of every experience even if it seems impossible. Our choices really do show what we truly
are far more than our abilities. Keep believing, dreaming and achieving.

I will never forget this sentiment bm feeling at this very moment as | stand before you narrating the summary of
our twelve years at the Friends School. Your presence and support means the world to us.

| will never forget this moment. | love you all. Class of 2010, | honor you and wish you the best of luck...not that
any of you should need it.

God bless you.

Shatha Yasin

Sari Gharabeh Shatha Yaseen Sherif Disi Suhaib Akhdar Suhaib Daggah

Taha Hammoudeh Yuad Darwish Zaine Abu Dakka Zuhair Anani Tala Taha
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/>)T00 PRECIOUS TO
BE FORGOTTEN

Anwar Issa Asbah Ashraf Ismail Azmi Ahmad Hind Abu-Ramadan




Ibrahim Zeibak Ibrahim Nauos

Issa Totah

Lara Adwan Ibrahim Lina Sameer Far Majd Safi Darwish Masoud Al Zain
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Nadim Awad Issa

Oday Horani and
Ali Hasan Shilleh
B e

Rawan Nedal Kafri

34 Sahar Ziyad Salame Samer Dahadha Sarah Mubaied Sari Deeb Gharabeh



Diala Abu Obeid

Zuheir Anani Rima Moughrabi Rand Masha’l
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Bashar Abu Hweij

Tareq Khalaf

Dana Muaddi










Ali Shilleh Hana Awwaa Ahmad Hmouz
Funniest Most likley to be the Nabulsi and proud

Most likely to make a scientific break-

Ahmad Esmail
through
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Haneen Zaqout.

A'sﬁraf Hajjeh
Hidden intelligence



Fadi Toumeh
Biggest flert

Jana Barghouti
The Musician

Khamis Aweis
Full Option




Yazan Barahmeh
Most likely to lead a revo-
lution

EERELEN
Most Elegant




Mais Jarbawi & Haya Sakakini
Most Random
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- Azmi Ahmad & Maher Musleh

Barcelona
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Hashem Haj Yassin & Hind Younis & Samer Dahadha
Top Racers
















Abdallah Abdel Qader Azzah Alexandra Mokhtar Aseel Qazzaz Bassam Ibrahim
Abu Ajamieh

Farah Alem Haneen Amra Hani Khaldi Heidi Hanania Husam Yacoub
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Isam Musaffer

Rami Sansour

Yara Shehadeh

Layth Dar Ali Maya Younis

Mufeed Michael Nadine Kahwaji Nour Bimbashi

Rena Haj Abed Tamer Saadeh

Yaser Abbas

Yasser Khaldi Zainab Musleh



Ala’ Siam Antone Hinn Dina Awwad Fadi Rafidi Hakam Kharraz

Hanadi Siniora Hiba Mousa Jenin Meri Layan Masti Leen Asali
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Leen Shami

Melkar Muallem

LLeen Takrouri

Nour Tibi

Tala Nasser

Samer Kurdi
Eyad Quffeh

Maryam Ju’beh

Qusai Satari

Wisam Sharabati

Masa Sabbah

Yusor Hamed

Murad Siam

Zeina Karablieh

o1
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Abdel Salam Hanieh

Caroline Sakakini

Ahmad Bamieh

Danial Imseeh

Amy Dajani

Fouad Zarour

Hisham Abu Nassar

Bisher Barghouti

Jeries Shami



Jood Nassar

Marwan Abu Shirbi

Razan Anabtawi

Suha Shaka

Layal Jara’i

Mohammad
Hammoudeh

Reem Totah

Suhail Mustak

Loor Sakakini

Safa’ Rasheed

Yassar Malki

Nadine Siam

Marlin Harb

Noora Husseini

Subhi Khoury

Taher Shaka’
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AVATAR, THE UNTOLD STORY

Avatar, a movie released late 2009 and lasted seven
weeks in a row as number one movie on the US box office;
it is now the most successful movie ever made. The movie
nominated for nine Academy Awards and awarded three,
including the winner of Best Movie Golden Globe award.
This movie, directed by James Cameron -the director of
the number one hit movie Titanic- has thrilled millions
of viewers around the world, especially with astonishing
third dimensional picture which was a great addition to
such a movie. | have seen the movie, and | am ready to say
it was the best movie of the year 2009. But unlike millions
of other peaple, | have interpreted this movie in a whole
different way, which made me appreciate this movie for
the message it was trying to convey behind the Na'vi blue
people and the whole storyline.

The movie’s plot is about humans, from earth, invading a
distant planet, Pandora, inhabited by the Na'vi primitive
people to exploit this planet’s natural resources, which
would be a source of energy to the inhabitants of earth
after they have finished all the earth’s reserve of energy re-
sources. Jake Sully, a human in a Na'vi body called Avatar,
who after long months of research and communicating
with those people, started to feel as one of them, particu-
larly after falling in love with a woman from Na'vi. So when
the humans wanted to invade the peaceful and simple
people of Pandora in order to put their hand on the Na'vi's
rich resources, he tried to stop the invasion. But human
greed was unstoppable. When the invasion started, he led
the Na'vis in the fight for their existence. The Na'vi people
sent messengers around their planet to neighboring and
far away Na'vi tribes asking them all to unite and be one
hand in fighting the enemy. The Na'vi people united with
the rest of the planet’s creatures therefore succeeded in

defeating the enemy and prevented them from destroying
their world and taking what they wanted. That, of course,
came with significant sacrifice because, as we know, free-
dom and justice cannot be accomplished without sacrifice
along with the belief in the cause you are fighting for.
What a lot of critics and people who watched the movie
failed to understand is the link between this science fic-
tion movie and actual people on earth, here. | am talking
about less developed countries which suffer from what
exactly the Na'vi have suffered from — exploitation by the
developed countries to steal their natural resources hut
not before killing millions of people. This movie can, in a
very easy way, be the story of what is happening in Iraq at
the moment. The Western world already considers the less
developed countries a distant and different planet. The
same reason the humans have invaded Pandora is what
the American government has invaded Iraq for, that is for
its rich oil fields. That greed has led the Iragi people into
a bloody war defending their land. Unfortunately, lacking
the unity among themselves and with neighboring Arab
countries, the Iragi people tumbled from decisive defeats
into a bloody civil war, all going according to the American
plan of the invasion.

The movie Avatar sent us, as Palestinians, a loud and
clear message. But the problem is the lack of belief which
failed to lead this message to who is concerned. The mes-
sage is that the people, whoever they are, shouldn't give
up their land whatever the cost was. But this cannot hap-
pen unless the people fighting for their rights and their life
are united and believe in the justice of their cause.

Jalal Abukhater
jmal994@hotmail.com
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My First Day of School

School is very important, we learn lots of new things and
make lots of friends, it might be hard, but the first day of
school is always the hardest.
In my first day of school | felt nervous and afraid; it has
many large buildings. | felt that | was in a maze. The rules
were also strict, and the system was new and a bit hard;
you only have five minutes to go from one class to anoth-
er. There were many students; the students in the higher
grades were very tall.
There were many teachers, first | thought they are very
tough, but it turned out that they are very nice and treat us
like friends. | was able to overcome all these difficulties.
School is always exciting and important, you should get
used to it because it will become part of your life.

Sanad Afaneh (7 B)

A Brother of mine,

The time has come to say goodbye
| will try not to cry.
| remember those days that you came by
And stood there for a while.
Your voice was like the soft wind in the sky
Blowing in my heart so fast.
| saw the birds singing outside
| thought it was you but | was wrong
You should hear the kind words people say
How you touched their lives in so many ways
| am so proud and blessed to get to say
that’s my brother in every way
Thank you brother for all you gave
For everything you showed us along the way
So rest in peace big brother of mine
I'll see you again when it's my time.

Tala Shehadeh (7 B)

105







o
T
o
nM_
(@)
o
()
'Y




e

Al uloea 230101 Bisll] s liac]

pledl Caall fras Gkt B
S sl ol Ll oo ! 9525 150

B O T PR S IR IR R RN TR R
B ] e o b By () oWty W5y iy bl ety il G it Sl g o Liisge ol A pall sy
wgm'njazm;uipauu'@s:ad_?iwy% Sobemd lgti it 308 LBl oy pieat o8l 3 il Bnya 2 Lingat LoSs i galall )
4 sy O ol U531 (1S e Y 62T el Joall Blums (350 Brimins LoDl iy 13lumntl coalics 2ogalsdisle it
£ i Allall uloes ) ~ognns gt Ol @zl L SieaS 000 Ly sty (e Ll By Lguidiy |
bt 3t 18 (s Jaad o palal| By Y1 im0 alyy

Ty




o, \“ E LOK
el dane St




110

MANY ON THE OUTSIDE SEE THE COLLEG

Many on the outside see the college application
process as simply a technical one. In many respects,
applying to college is procedural. Students must
figure out and keep track of what the application
deadlines are, what standardized tests are required,
how many teacher letters of recommendation are
required, which essay prompts to answer, and
how to submit all the application materials. This is
compounded by the fact that many students from
the Friends School apply to dozens of colleges in
multiple countries, all with detailed and nuanced
rules and procedures.

It is easy o get lost in the details and forget that
underlying a somewhat tedious application process,
students must ask - though not necessarily answer
- existential questions ahout their future lives. For
many, this is the first time in their life that students
are asked to seriously think about the role they hope
to play in shaping the future. The answers —and the
questions students ask — help inform their decisions
about where to apply, what they hope to study, and
how a degree will help them achieve their future
goals.

To the class of 2010, whether you see yourselves as
future architects, physicians, politicians, professors,
or are still trying to discover what your passions
are, | encourage you to reflect on where you come
from as you continue asking yourself these difficult
questions and attempt to chart your future. Your
Friends School diploma gives you considerable

privilege and has opened ip opportunities for you
that most Palestinians cgh only dream of. Whether
you're studying at Birzéit, AUB, Yale, or American
University, remember’those Palestinians who do not
have the opportunty to attend these universities. As
you learn and complete the requirements for your
degree, think about the responsibility embedded in
your opportunity and how you will give back to the
Palestinian community, especially those who are less
fortunate than you.
Many of you will be leaders in your chosen fields.
As physicians, businessmen and women, politicians,
lawyers, scientists, engineers, teachers, journalists,
or whatever you choose for your career path, you
will have the opportunity to shape Palestinian civil
society in ways we cannot imagine now. Continue
to build a Palestine that honors public service,
protects the most vulnerable among us, and
respects entrepreneurship, innovation, and dissent.
As you celebrate your successes, do not forget
the experiences and people who have helped you
become who you are and the responsibilities you
have to your society.
Seniors, it has been a pleasure to work with you this
year! Congratulations on your achievements, and
after you leave the Friends School, never stop learning
and asking those difficult existential questions. Stay
in touch, and | look forward to hearing about your
accomplishments in the years to come.
Brian Phillelps
College Counselor
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Lissa Ma'rouf
Librarian

OUR SCHOOL LIBRARY

“There are the books you read, and then there are the
books that change your life. We can all look back on
the books that have shaped our perspective on politics,
religion, money, and love. Some will even become a source
of inspiration for the rest of your life.”

Our school library is a learning place not a warehouse
space. Just as students grow in more ways than
one, a library should adapt and reinvent itself to new
knowledge of learning.

The thought of the library as a hushed, quiet space,
where all students study individually and silently is

Many thanks to my wonderful Students
Helpers who give up their lunch breaks
to assist in the daily going ons in the
Library!! At times it's not an easy job!!
Faris Abu Awad

Faig Habash

Fadi Qadi

Yara Saadeh

out of date. Students havg’ become accustomed to
multimedia environments, working in groups and of
course multitasking.
The FBS is striving 0 offer spaces where multiple
activities can take glace at the same time. And since
there are many-different learning styles, the library
is working on offering as many different types of
environments as possible-quiet study areas, group
activity areas, spaces for individual and small group
work.

Miss Lisa
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Friends Boys School - MUN Club

January 24, 2010

The Conference

The AMMUN '09 Conference was held from November 11-16, 2009 at the Hilton Hotel in Amman, Jordan.
Twelve students and two teacher supervisors from the Friends Boys School attended. Over 400 students
from all over the world, from Amman to Zimbabwe, participated. Each student is assigned to represent
different UN member countries on various committees, where they discuss, debate, and resolve contentious

current issues. The conference is an excellent vehicle for students to broaden their global knowledge.
AMMUN 09 Pictures
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BANK OF PALESTINE
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YEARS OF BUILDING

 The First National Bank

www‘.bankofpale-stine.c.om




The Most Beautiful Site In Palestine ........

@ 58 Hotel Rooms m 46 Garden Studios

= Restaurants for every taste = 2 Meeting Rooms

= Jacuzzi / Swimming Pools = Children Playgrounds
E Basket Ball & Tennis Court = Special BBQ Area
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For More Information

Tel:02-2321255 / Fax:02-2322189
E-mail:reservation@jerichoresorts.com Visit Us At :www.jerichoresorts.com




Inspiring you to excel

For the past 50 years, we have and will always offer our clients full banking solutions,
to fulfill their ambitions. In 50 years, we have reached a level that keeps inspiring our

customers to excel.

Bank of Jordan =ajlll £ai)

www.bankofjordan.com
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Sometimes you need heavy things moved from A to B. A Sometimes you need to get something from A to B, fast.

Sometimes getting from A to B requires you to rethink your business.

Express. Freight. Logistics.

More than one way to get from A to

Getting from A to B 1sn'T wnat 1t used to be. Your needs Change every day. New customers,

New markets. New ways. Flexible beats rigid.
The smart adapt. You need a transport and logistics partner
who understands your needs and adapts to them, not the other way around.

Whether you want to send an urgent document, import ten tons of electronics, or solve a

distribution and warehousing challenge, get from A to B the smart. flexible wav.

Talk to Aramex today.
+970 2 2954731

aramex.com

aramex

delivery unlimited
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We make an art of bags

Rabah Plastics Company
Haml\ah

ahplaxh; .ps
Website:www rabahplastics ps
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Available at OASIS COSMETICS BOUTIQUE
Ramallah Tel: 2955570



