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Truth: To be honest and truthful in all that we say and do.

Sim |ICI1'y To live simply is not to buy what we do not need or cannot
afford This challenge is based on the principle of leading a life free of
unnecessary luxury. This relates To the proper stewardship of the world's
resources, conserving those resources, valuing them and using them when
required and only of necessity.

Peace: To fully maintain our witness that war and the seeds of war are
inconsistent with our understanding of the love of God .To acknowledge in
our lives those emotions, attitudes and prejudices which lie at the roots of
des’rr'uc’rlve conflict.

Equality: To behave towards others as we would expect others
to behave towards us.

Tolerance: To respect the diversity among us in our lives and
relationships. We should not be afraid of disagreement and should not let
any disagreement cause us to behave badly tfowards another but accept it
as an example of our diversity.

Service: To take the fullest opportunity as it arises for the use of our
gifts in the service of God and the community.

Creativity: To live our lives in such a way that we are open to inspiration
and new ideas which challenge the way we think and act.

Discipline: To be disciplined and respectful in our behavior towards
others and in the exercise of our responsibility fowards our family and
community. To respect our bodies knowing that we are God's creation .

) Justice: We seek to promote a sense of belonging and group responsi-

bility particularly when disruptive behavior in the classroom, corridors or
) ,’ playground occurs or when behavior that damages good relationships be-
‘ tween people needs correction.




From The Principal’s Desk

Dear Friends Girls School Family,

It is hard to believe another school year has come and gone and I am writ-
ing the yearbook letter once again. This year has once again been full of
accomplishments which we all need to be thankful. This year's yearbook
theme "Cornerstone” summarizes in one word how we get to the end of a
school year.

This school year we focused on Respect and Honesty as our two main themes
for the school year. Many of our activities from Chapel gatherings to in class-
room topics were designed to promote the importance of respect of oneself
and others as well as honesty is always the best policy. We tried o engrave in
our students the importance of these principles and how they are the basis of
any good relationship.

The foundation of the Friends Schools is to foster and teach the values of

respect, honesty and tolerance. Every year we aim to bring new activities fo =

enhance these values and constantly encourage them in our classrooms.

It is necessary to highlight some of the great accomplishments done by the
staff and students during this year. Our goal of teaching all grade levels com-
puter was achieved when the third grade were taught computer this year.
So this year all grades from Upper Kg to sixth grade took computer classes.
We were so proud of our successful fundraising for the White Gifts program
where we collected almost $40000 to benefit 89 impoverished families. Our
students felt much joy during their community service program activities, so
did the residents of the institutes they visited. The school also organized in
December an "English Week" where each grade level had an objective to work
for during the week. The three Christmas musical programs for the preschool
lower elementary and for the upper elementary were successful that parents
and students enjoyed. A very important event was the election program held
at the preschool level. By electing their favorite animal in the jungle the chil-
dren were exposed to the essence and outcomes of elections. The list can go on
with the great accomplishments and success of the school year. As T write this
letter preparations are in place for the different events that will take place
during our Open Day in May. Not to forget the efforts put fowards producing
this yearbook with all the fundraising activities to support its production.

We wish our beloved sixth graders who are embarking on a new chapter in
their life and head to high school much success and the best of luck. We hope
they carry with them the values they have been taught and they work hard to
achieve and excel.

Last but not least we must thank our outstanding teachers for their hard
work. Thank you for giving the students the best you have. To all staff mem-
bers thank you for your dedication and commitment to your work. We would
also like to thank our tireless parents for their support, partnership and
cooperation.

May God always be with you all

Diana Abdel Nour

Principal
April 2006




Board of Trustees

With a record enrollment of over 1100 girls
and boys, the School Board had much to do this
year in setting policies and ensuring the school's
development and financial stability. The Board
of Trustees had to make important policy de-
cisions including those relating to changes in
tuition fees and staff terms and conditions,
strategic planning for the School, its annual
budget and accounts, and general academic and
physical school development. It is important to
note that all Board decisions are made in the
manner of Quakers -- by consensus and with
no voting -- even though some members may be
more hesitant than others on some issues.

This year the Board meetings focused discus-
sions on the ever-so-important issue of busi-
ness development. The School, with the Board's
encouragement engaged the services of a top-
nofch Business Development Consultant, to help
examine ways for increasing our revenue base
and decreasing the pressure of tuition increases
on parents. Sam Bahour has worked/volunteered
with the school in that capacity throughout the
school year and has re-confirmed to us through
concrete recommendations that excellent oppor-
tunities exist for revenue generation. To ensure
our commitment we appointed a full-fime Busi-
ness Development Coordinator to see through
some of these recommendations.

The business priority for the Board is devel-
oping of the infamous Friends School/el-Bi-
reh Sports Field into a possible commercial
and sports facility.

Being a highly strategic site, we know that we
need fo consult widely prior to moving forward
and hope that this commitment and effort will
shortly translate into actual implementation in
the very near future.
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Being an effective Board member is no easy
task, especially in the climate of change and
challenge we continue to face in Palestine. I
wish to thank all members and especially our
clerk, Samer Shehadeh, for the countless
hours of personal time they have given to serve
the Friends School community.

Members include:

Executive Members:

Varsen Aghabekian

Joyce Ajlouny

Cario Arafat

Bishara Dabbah (departed mid-year)
Allyn Dhynes

Ghassan Khatib

Samer Shehadeh - Chair

Jane Masri

School Representatives:

Diana Abdel Nour - FGS Principal

Jeries Abu EI-Etham - FBS Acting Principal
Sylvia Khalaf - FGS Staff Representative
Frieda Khayat - FGS Deputy Principal
Mazen Qatato - FBS Staff Representative

Joyce Ajlouny
Director

Friends School Sport Field - El-Bireh




From the Director

The graduation of our 100th class at the FBS this year will provide me
with an additional opportunity to reflect on the School's impact and fu-
ture direction. When asked about my educational vision for the school,
T often reply that if the Friends School can create independent, ana-
lytical thinkers, avid readers, creative writers as well as decent human
beings that embody the values of service and equality, then we have
truly fulfilled our mission.

The track record of graduates from previous generations demonstrates
our success. My recent trip to Dubai this year in which I got a chance to
visit alumni and attendees was reassuring, not only in terms of their per-
sonal and professional achievement, but also in terms of their lasting love

for the School. Their loyalty and appreciation was heartfelt, expressed so clearly throughout a
special fundraising event. Intheir speeches, and later in their most generous actions, we received
from alumni, attendees and their friends $169,000 in one evening - most of which will go for the
building of a new Kindergarten and Auditorium at the FGS. This accomplishment reasserted that
the 'spirit of giving' is alive and well among the Palestinian Diaspora.

This year, we have witnessed incredible achievements among our senior class as well, with students
being accepted to top universities such as Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, MIT, Swarthmore and
other selective institutions throughout Europe and the U.S. The senior's accomplishments are also
evidence of the quality of our teaching and educational program as a whole. We are proud of our
100th graduating class and thank them for their hard work and wonderful gift to the school - the
stone bench will stand there for years to remind us all of this special class.

Not withstanding these achievements, we know that room for improvement always exists.As school
Director, my key task is to make sure issues of quality are not compromised by financial limitations.
An increase in revenue is not the only precursor to improvements in educational programming—it
takes planning and commitment from all of us to achieve our goals. This is what the focus of this

ear has been. What is quality to us, to parents, to teachers and to students and how can we col-
ectively improve on it. The School through the extraordinary services of consultant Nora Lester-
Murad, hopes to produce a Quality Report Card during the summer that will shed greater light on
our performance. Just as any student awaiting the results of her report card, I find myself quite
nervous as I anticipate the School's results, knowing that there will be the 'As’ but also the 'Cs
and Ds’ which will in turn direct us to better target our improvements for the years to come. My
hope is that we can use the results of this survey to set a benchmark to track our performance in
the future.

All our successes could never materialize without the
dedication and hard work of the Friends School family
teachers, administrators, and staff alike—and I am con-
fident that, together, we can overcome the difficulties
that face our School and our nation today.

Thank you all for making this year a huge success!

Joyce A jlouny

Director of Friends School Ramallah/El-Bireh PRIERAS SEhos] GPICLINES NG

singing the school song
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Violence

From my point of view, violence has become one of the major problems that is facing the differ-
ent societies nationally and internationally and it is essential Yo work on problem solving this issue.
Studies and research as well have proved that violence is a universal problem although it can ap-
pear in different forms. Violence is not exclusive to a particular society, or to a particular class;
in fact, any person can practice violence regardless of profession, religion, nationality, race, age
be or profession. Although there are many international agreements on human rights forbidding
violence and violent practices, yet violence still exits. Finding a place for humanity in the middle
of this violence feels like digging in a mountain of stone. Although the digging and working seem
never ending but suddenly the first ray of light brings hope back. I see that our role should be
assisting and supporting those who are facing violence in addition to working on finding alternative
approaches to violence.

My concern is really tackling violence against children. Since I am in the field of teaching and
working with children, I see that we as teachers and parents are responsible for bringing up this
new generation. The school plays a vital role in the character formation of young children. Yef,
in truth, this task of character building is the primary role of parents and the family. During the
school year, children spend the majority of their time in the care of teachers and other adults
who exert a strong influence on their daily lives and daily experiences. It is vitally important,
therefore, that the school and the home establish a close partnership in guiding a child's moral
development.

Therefore, T would like to emphasize again that it is our duty as parents and teachers to work
on change. Let us start by setting good models to our children; that is, not practicing violence in
front of them. Remember what Jubran has said, "You are the bows from which your children as
living arrows are sent forth." It isimportant to remind our children that we will always love them
no matter what they do but we reject their misbehavior and want to improve it. Allow time for
communication with your children as parents and families. "The best way to teach morality is to
make it a habit with children,” as Aristotle stated. Finally, T would like you o share with you these
lines quoted from the book "Time To Listen To Children.”

If Children live with criticism, they learn fo condemn.

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight.

If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive.

If children live with tolerance, they learn to be patient.

If children live with encouragement, they learn to be confident.

If children live with praise, they learn to be appreciative.

If children live with acceptance, they learn to love.

If children live with approval, they learn to respect.

If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a geal.
If children live with honesty, they learn what truth is.

If children live with fairness, they learn justice.

If children live with sincerity, they learn to have faith in them, selves and others.

Frieda Khayat
Deputy Principal
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Visit To The Schoo




A Present of Presence - A Visit to Ramallah

The words present and presence are very close in spelling pronunciation, and
meaning. The dictionary definitions read "gift” for resent and "a position close
to a person” for presence. During the advent season of 2005, I had the
privilege to experience these two words in a different way. As one of the 16
Friends traveling in the Holy Land to bring a “presence” of encouragement fo the
students and staff at the Ramallah Friends School, we often found ourselves
being the recipients of “presents” which would remain with our spirits for a long
time into the future. Hopefully, the exchange was a reciprocal one.

The first day in Ramallah, after our fine welcome with singing, food, and
fellowship at the campus of the Girls School, we were soon walking briskly
through the streets of the cit to accompany the FGS 6™ graders on one of their
community service projects. As the children sang, danced, and intermingled
with the patients and their families at the nearby rehabilitation hospital, it
was heartening to feel that the opportunity for lifting the spirits of others less
fortunate was being given to the students. As we traversed the campus of the
Boys School later in the week, students and employees were always most helpful
in allowing us to feel at home there as we visited classes and entered into
various activities in progress. Visiting the nearby botanical garden, recently
planted and arranged on the adjacent grounds of Swift House, was a breath of
fresh air for us, as it must be for the passers-by and many school groups from
the city who come for education, respite, and relaxation.

Living with a family during our stay in Ramallah was most rewarding and
rejuvenating. Experiencing first hand how the extended families of the Friends
Schools students are coping with the everyday obstructions and persistence.
Each of us has special memories, galvanized by the happy time that we all
shared, hosts and guests, at our going away/appreciation dinner.

Fittingly, our last day in Ramallah was spent at meeting for worship on First
Day in the recently restored meetinghouse, now offering a refurbished place
of peace and tranquility in the midst of the busy and noisy city center. The
premises are already becoming a popular place for gatherings to bring people
together for a renewal of spirit and purpose.

Recalling the famous Quaker painting of "The Presence in the Midst” I like to
think of my F/friends in Ramallah as being watched over by the presence of
our Lord, in their attempt to daily walk in the path of peace and justice in the
very land where He lived and worked. Our brief sojourn there has opened new
vistas as how we can continue to be present for them and with Him.

By: Peggy Hollingsworth, USFWI Historian
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Kareen Husary

Nadi Saada

Sarah Hashem

Walid Musarsa’

We'am Awashrah

Waleed Anabtawi

Ramez Anani

Zaid Malhies

If we are to teach real peace in this world, and if we are to carry
on a real war against war, we shall have o begin with the children.
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Bashaar Jarbawi Nada Hashweh Nadeem Abu Elezam Omar Sharaf

Shahd Hamed

Karam AlGharabeh

Mona Yasin Rami Jarrar Sari Irshaid Mitry Banda

Respect for ourselves guides our morals; respect for others
guides our manners.
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T was born in Vienna, Austria in 1995 to Palestinian

| parents. I'm the youngest member in my family. My sister
is 20 years old, and my brother is 17 years old. We moved
to Ramallah in 1996.

B e I studied at Al - Mustakbal for three years and then I
rl ' n s ‘ joined the Friends Girls School at the age of eight. I spend my
#"  time like any other Palestinian child living in Ramallah; I spend a lot

of my time studying, I also do a lot of work on the computer, use the

internet and chat with my friends.

I have been taking Dabkeh lessons with my friend Noor; we go to the Folklore
. Arts Center in El - Bireh twice a week. T also like music and try to teach

' '- rEuphimia T iWag myself how to play different musical instruments.

born on Sept the 29th 1994 in
Ramallah. As my mom told me, T
was born at 7:30 in the morning. I did
not use o give my mom a hard time I was a

By: Sara Hashem

quit baby, I did not like to eat a lot. A
When I was one year old, I started to walk and few MY Life
months later, I started talk. My mother used to & My father was hoping I'd be born on his birthday the
take me with her wherever she went. I used to play & 8th of May , but I decided to be born on 9th of May
with my two cousins who are as old as I am. - and have my own birthday not share up, and my parents
weree very happy . At the age of four I went for the
I went to the Kindergarten at F.6.S at the age first fime to St.Joseph school's kindergarden near our
of five. T was so shy. T remember I was scared & school now, my neighbor Areen Natour was in the same
quiet the first day. The teachers used to tell my school, so T wasn't scared because Areen was my friend
mom that I did not participate at class but I &= On 24th of Oct,1999 I had a brother we named him
had too many friends. They are still in my class . Wasim, I wake up that day and my mom wasn't there my
until now. aunt Reema was there , I asked why and she told me that

mom in the hospital and she was there to have my brother.
In 14th of Dec,2001 my grandfather Sa'eed died, Israel's
soldiers were in Rammallah and they wouldn't let us to go to
Zababdeh but we tried various paths until we arrived half

I remember my trip to the U.S.A when I was )
six. We stayed for six months I visited my §
aunts. It was great.

T am still at the Friends School: T am now in the hour later he died I was so sad that day. On third grade my
sixth grade. My favorite subjects are Religion, dad bought me a present for my birthday it was an org, I
Physical education, Art, and English. was so happy, I kept playing on it I was so happy . In 2002

T went to Amman it was my first fime I see a big city like
My hobbies are swimming, painting, and writing it and it was my first time I see my cousins. We kept going
short stories. When I grow up, T would like to their every year, but last year I went with my mom , Zaina,
be a teacher or a doctor. Tala, Wisam, Dian ( my cousins) to Jarash and to Nancy Ajram

evening . After a week from six grade my family and Sophid's

Euphimia Michael family went to Jericho for two days and here T am.

Dima Daibes

Hello my name is Emil Kort & T was born
in Jerusalem on the second January 1994.
when I was two weeks old I entered Jordan
illegally by mistake. The Jordanian soldiers had no
written records of me being in the country which became a proplem when I returned to Palestine. Luckily the
problem was solved or I would have been stuck on the king Hussein Bridge for a very long time. We stayed in
Jerusalem for five years & during this time my younger brother Kareem was borh. When the Intifada began we
went fo Jordan we were stuck between two checkpoints & couldn't move either to enter Jerusalem nor Ramallah.
My brother & I went o Chouifat School in Amman. We stayed there until I finished third grade. We came back to
Ramallah where I started fourth grade. It was hard for me af the beginning because I didn't know Arabic very
well. But I got used to it and now I am in sixth grade.

Emil Kort




Autobiography
My name is Ramez Anani I was born in Jerusalem in 1994\
1N26 I'm now 11 years old . My mom is from Russia she
studied in the university in Moscow (B.A) , she specialized
in defectology -speech therapy- , and my father is from
Palestine he studied in the university of Moscow , he is a
dentist . I have a one brother and one sister , my brother
is older then I am , he is in F.B.S. school he is in the
eighth grade , my sister is younger then I am , she is in
F.6.5. school in LK.G. grade .

Since the age of 40 days until I was 6 months old a
babysitter tacked care of me , my first words were
papa , peep (car), T walked at the age 11 months .

My Story

On April 14" 1994, mom woke up with light labor
pains, she knew I was coming so both she & my dad
went to the hospital. For some reason I wanted

the labor to stop I decided to take a nap while mom
was in the hospital. The doctors told my parents to
take a walk that would help me wake up. They went
to a café & my dad ate his lunch. Suddenly I woke
up & decided it was time to come out. "Bashar, the
baby is coming," said my mom. "ok, let me just finish
my soup” said my dad. "I mean the baby is coming
now" mom replied. They went back to the hospital at
3:00, & the nurse could see my head. Two doctors
were switching shifts, talking out in the hack. "is one
of you going to come help Jane give birth" said the
nurse jokingly. Dr. Blank, whom had already had his
proper clothing on, ran in. Dr. Newman, who helped
my sister into the world, changed an came in too.
At 4:45 T, Dina Masri stepped into the world, Well
actually Colombia Hospital in Washington D.C.

In the age 3 years I went to Jerusalem school , I was
in Jerusalem school one year , that school was the
best , because there were nice books with beautiful
pictures and funny games , I learned songs foo.

In the year 1999 evolved to F.G.S. school in the
U.K.E. grade, I remember going to Germany during the
Christmas holiday in the year 2000 , fo my aunt and
uncle , it was my first holiday visit in the F.6.S. school . When I came home my older sister, Tamara who
was two years old, came to see what I was. " how
much did she cost?" she asked. Mom explained
that she did not buy me. Tamara had a lot of fun
with me at first, but when she realized that
babies require a lot of attention, she did not
like me as much as she did before. "When
are you taking it back" she asked my mom.
But after a while she got used to me & we
began to really like each other.

Every summer I go to Russia to visit my mom's parents
for 3 months I go to swim in the black sea , also I went
o a flying school area .

During my free fime I love to read , play football , and go

to the internet club to play games . I like fo play with my
sister , take care of my sister , and teach my sister too. In
my play ground I have turtles , cats , fish ,and birds .

I hope to be a dentist .
RA_MEZ ANANLI

]
/

I remember when I was three, my dad
was living in Palestine, & when my mom
went to work, a middle-aged Spanish
woman would come over to take care
of us. Her name was Teresa, but
my sister & I called her mummy,
which means anti in Spanish. We
loved her so much. She only spoke
Spanish, & she taught Tamara &
I how to speak fluent Spanish.
Once I remember watching TV
with her & I looked out the
window & saw a puppy. "Perrito
Perrito” I said. That is the only
Spanish word I remember.

The Story of Kareen Husary

Kareen Ibrahim Husary, born in Jerusalem on 24 August 1994. When
I was three years, I attended the Evangelical School in Ramallah.
When I was seven years, going to second grade I moved to the
Friends Girls School. One of the very famous schools in Palestine
and where my mother studied and graduated from. I traveled to the
United States several time since I was one year. In the year 2000,
at the beginning of the Second Intifada, and when my sister was born,
we went and stayed in the U.S for two and a half months. During that
time, I attended school there. Although it was a short period of time I
still learned a lot of English and a lot about the American Culture. In the
year 2002 I was granted the U.S citizenship we went to the U.S and got
our citizenship.

BY DINA MASRL
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Amro Elian

Bahaeldin EI-Wir Dalia Hashweh Dina Amr
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Hilal Zraiq Ismail Saleh
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Karim Zagha Malek Barghouti Melvena Asbah




Bader Jarai Nour Joudeh Samir Shatara

Youssef Awad Ziad Abbas

Firas Khalaf

Natalie El Hanna Dana Far

“Never look down on anybody unless you're helping him up.”



Dalia Shawar Daniella Naous
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Faig Habash Rami Barghouthi Razi Abu-Khalil Sana Ghosheh

Tamam Quran Qais Shamali

lzz Abu Dakka

Layan Suleiman Simon Mushahwar

F-respect is the cornerstone of all virtues.
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Broccoli

T B Sometimes the things you hate most turn

Th GRA DE out to be the things you learn fo love the
most. Well, I can explain myself; I used to

hate green food. Since I was a little kid, T
hever enjoyed peas, beans, or spinach. But all
that changed when in Canada I had to experience
a new Kind of green food " Broccoli” Canadian kids just
love broccoli, they eat it cooked, boiled with some butter,
or even on a slice of pizzal "YUCK" That was my first

Or'der's of the day impression, until one day my mom falked me into trying

Get up! just one piece of boiled broccoli with some salt and
Get washed! butter. She said it was very wrong to say something
Eat your breakfast! does not taste very good until you get to taste it first.
That's my mum Well, I took the smallest piece of broccoli on the plate
Going on and on..... and quickly put it in my mouth, preparing myself to throw
Sit downl up any minute. But I didn't; broccoli tfasted good, very good
be quiet | § I would say. You do not believe me. Well, you should try it
Get on with  yourd vyourself. "green stuff tastes good after alll”

homework! (George Rumman)

That's my teacher l ‘
Going on and on..... 1 :

Come herel! N i
@?\?;em::ﬁm Twenty nine November
Go away! Last week an important occasion for the

Palestinian people passed by without being
noticed. I want o ask you a question: what 29
November means to you? Ok, 29 November
forty-seven was the date when the united
Nation passed a resolution to divide Palestine
into two states, one Arab and one for Israel.

That my big sister.
Going on and on
Get of!
Stop it i
Carry me that's my little sister
Going on and on

Those things make me sick going - Now, 29 November is the International day
onand on ... of Solidarity with Palestinian people, it is
4 celebrated all over the world.

( Reem Tucktuck)

( Salim Malki)

Palestine
Ramallah is a city in Palestine, and it
is one of the most beautiful cities, it has
around 100 villages and towns. There is too many schools and colleges in Ramallah,
but I am so proud that my parents choose the best school to put me in it. Ramallah a very
busy city. It is always crowded with traffic, especially the center of the city. We found
it sometimes very dangers for us to walk through it is streets too many things especially
cars. What I like in my city it is modern streets and shops, it is buildings, malls and
A restaurants.

(Haya Bimbashi)

e AT £ S E W
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Reading

Reading is very important to people
because if we didn't read we can't now
anything. I love reading but not very
much. I read many stories about science
and famous people, if we didn't read we

can't write or do ant things.
n ( Shehab Khalailah)

' I LIKE DO6S
When I was three years old, I always
wanted to have a dog. In this year my dad
brought me a dog. T named him Rocky,
I put him in the backyard. I buy him
food from the mall, such as chicken
legs and meat. But my brother Said
hates him and he wants to get rid
of him, because he keeps barking
all the time and Said cannot sleep,
but I don't let Said get rid of him,
because I like my dog. it's fun to
have a dog like Rocky.
(Karim Zagha)

Helping
Helping is a very important habit in a society.
I help my friends, father mother & old men,
& many other, T help my father in his work,
and an old man to carry things, in helping
the society will be happiness, I hope that
Palestinian people help each other.
( Waleed Zayed )

Growing up
Babies need a lot of love and care,
because they cannot look after themselves.
But babies grow and learn very quickly, so
that as young children, they can soon do a lot
of things for themselves. Children love playing,
and learn a lot through play. When children play
together, they learn about helping each other.
( Laila Younis)

Playdaugh

Playdaugh is used always at kindergartens.
Its aim is, to develop fine motors and fun. Its
used also for art purposes. And now let me tell
you the recipe: three cups of flour, half a cup of
salts, one glass of water, food coloring. Then we mix
the ingredients together, and at the end we add two
spoons of oil for shining.

~ Kanar
. there are many kinds of

.\ birds, but I like kanar. Kanar is

. nice and his sound is beautiful,
\ some birds had a yellow or
. white feather. I have two
. kanars, one two years old,
. and the other six months.
The small one is stronger
than the big one. The
. older one is afraid of the
youngest. I put for them
water and seeds, and
. they like apple. Before
.\ I go to school I take
.\ a look at them, I put
.\ for them cassette to
.\ learn whispering and
\ singing. I named them
.\ Braq and Raad.
(Baha El-wir)

( Nour Joudeh)

Food
Food is an important thing
in a person’s life. Food gives the body the power to do
everything. You cannot live without food. There are two
kinds of food. The first kind is the healthy food. The
healthy food is like bread, vegetables, fruits, and milk.

(Bader Jarai)

Human rights
Many countries in the world sat together and agreed that
human beings must have their rights and pay their duties.
Rights such as the right to life, right to education, right to
travel freely, right to a shelter, remember we as Palestinian do
not have many of these rights and nobody in the world is doing

QL

anything about it.
(Charlie khayyat)
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Raneen Saba

Hala Badran Saji Majaj Salwa Shkukani

Leen Najjab Tamer Rukab Tarek Rafidi Yousef Bajjali

Rajai Khoury Seifallah Atyani Sari Abdelrahim

He who does not have the courage to speak up for his rights
cannot earn the respect of others




Ul e 7 L e
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Nader Abu Ei-ezam Emile Toubassi
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Mira Salhi

Feras Abu Humous

Rama Amer Shafik Al-Asbah Wadi' Naser Samir Massad

As we grow as unique persons we learn to respect the uniqueness of others."
- Robert H. Schuller-
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Ahmad Al Adam Ameen Nasser Anton Mardirossian

Batoul Shamma’

Essa Al-Husseini
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Jamal Abdul Fattah

Jawdat Rajha Karmen Asbah




Nour Bakeer

Yazan Sarsour

Dima Sharif

Hanna Ghanayem

Laila Abu-Khater George Al-Aaraj Youssef Al-Masri Raji Atallah

"We are here to help one another along life's journey."
- William J. Bennett
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y brother Mahmoud

My brother was named after our
gr'andfa’fhzr, M d. He was
born on the 9th of September,
1994, in Jerusalem Palestine. He
is my only brother, and s fwo years
older than me.

As both my parents are working my
brother had Y0 9° to daycare centers
during his early childhood. In 1998,

he went

the Friends school
in the sixth grade. Tn his free time,
pMahmoud likes +o do lots of drawings
and readings. but quite offen he
prefers 10 play computer games.

special and exceptional
care of me. We
play together. T am lucky becouse T
have a smart, caring brother. T enjoy
being with him as he makes Me laug

i brother and I are

Fares Abu Awad

I want to tell you qbl;'h-r my name is Ninaru

B b fiienl o e b best friend. My best friend i

the F.6.S. & she was i:‘fhbecuusg ¥ was Wik hep riend is Zaina. Zaina

grade one until grade f e Future Kids Center & sP:n the pre-school in
hqs blue eyes, & blond OLIr'_.I want to tell Ydu a5 ?_Wﬂs with me from
with each other in f” e hair & she is kind heqﬁﬂu Zaina, that Zaina
family. ree time at school& my fﬂmil}si??cr:’ chlxlll_ We play

' iendly with her

T would like Yo tell everyone about the
This person cares so much for me. She
if anything burdens me. brings it to me
before I even ack for it. She doesn't stand <till, works day & night
in&out. I respect her very much... T know I have a funny way ©
showing it but T love her very much. Anyway ne words can give
her, her due appreciafion, her devotion is unthinkable. T pray the
lord to keep her for me, for my sister & my family. T proudly tell

you that this special person is my MOM.

special person in my life.
doesn't sleep if ache or

BY Hanna Ghanayem




My special person is my mother because she works very
hard in raising my brother & me. She goes to work early
in the morning & comes in the afternoon to pick me from
school. My mother helps us in our studies & does the
house cleaning & buy all what we need from the market,
& she takes good care of us when we are sick. I love my
mother very much because she is always ther us
solves our problems.

By Raji Atallah

grandfather Amin. I was

e 1.
affer him because I was his first grandchi
r:{u;n \;gs ihe first to teach me many Thmgs.l;vyhe,lg il'
was young, he faught me how to play footba lt na IGg
corridor in hig house. He also 'Taugh’r me horlv &uhps'rl
piano, chess, & monopoly. He is not very ta : :on
soft little beard. When T was a little baby sad_n
his lap & played with his beard. I enjoyed speﬂf ; s?r
the weekends at his house. We ate break i
together. He made me a boﬂe@ egg his own specH‘Z
way & to this day T only eat it granddad's way. e
moved to the USA ‘rhfr"ee y:ﬁa:i ag‘;,\:zayTnTA;o hs;mhrgﬁse
arents & I flew all The :
iggilg}rf'iged him. He never expected o .Se.iTl.JS, mcr).:
drove in as he & my grandmother were St ggn s
the front porch. Even though we see him o

miss him when he is not around.

My special person is my

By Ameen Nasser

We all have carin ‘
. g feelings towards
" certain people in our lives: they might
e from our families, friends, teachers

Sick, because T know
1T will make hep STGY
f me. T en'joy my Tlme
it when we do special
g cookies or reading

that it will worry her &
up all night taking care o
wn“h my mother & T love
things together like, baki
storybooks.

AT night, when she tucks me i
W me in bed & gi
:zhhug r& a }(!ss, I pray to god & thank hir?';w'?:r'n;!el
e blessings that T have, & I ask him T,o keep

my mUThE]", fq']'her. &m Pttt
together., y family in good & happy

By Anton Marders fa

= : She is
: n is Batoul.
wy sPeEml Pzrsofr‘iends &1l

n st J
oni"\/cnrnf uc?r(\ bw?e play together & she |
ve! ; .

' hers
omeftimes funny. We go to each 0fY
F\)nouse. She is tall &SN

olor of h : :
Ltezgl eyes. Her hobbies @
& clrf.xw'u'\g;f :
i garten .
tlonr?\z;g'ro all of my pirthday

By Teny Arakilian




Areen Shatara

Eiad Izmekneh Fadi Dawani George Tanous

e

Husam Awashra Jessica Khoury Karam Abu-aisha

P —————

Mohammad Al-Badawi Mira Khayyat
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Nasif Hussary

Omar Mustafa Ranny Makhlouf

Layali Awwad Sabri Barham Sami AlAbed Tareq Abu-Yousef

Mira Musleh Omar Agel Vahan Ohannessian (

" Be beautiful if you can, Wise if you want to... But be respected-that is essential”.
- Anna Gould-




56
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Dalia Al-Hourani

Marian Azar

Jawad Malki

Mario Kashou

R

Jeannine Musarsa’a

Mohammad Shbat




Sanad Afaneh Shatha Al Khawjah

Yousef Jubran Zaid Al-Shakaa

Nael Kassees Sama Rantisi Tala Shehadeh Zeina Nitham

"Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless."
- Mother Teresa-
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3 GRADE
Wr'i'rings |

RS
s T
‘y-rr"' i

The Moll
Today is Wednesday we were good so my
parents took us to the moll. We played
games & rode the train my mom took us to
the candy store & we filled a bag with our
favorite candy.
(Shatha Alkhawajah)

. S s S

My baby sister
On Sunday 1/1/2006, we have a new
baby girl. Her name is Razan, & my
grand mom came to Ramallah to help
my mom. I visited my friend Zaid &
we played play station together.
(Sabri Barham)

Books

Books are very nice except the
boring ones. My favorite ones are
Pirate stories or seastoriesand
most of all are stories that I 4

learn about some thing.
(Hadi Baker)

i
P

Fd
~

£
,
4

&
&
i

her hair

4
A
F

My Birthday
My friends come to my home; we dance™,
and play with music. We sing "Happy
Birthday". We eat sweets and cake. I
- open the presents, we play with the
) presents, and I spend a fun day.

Fulla
I like fulla,
beautiful, it can sing,

is a gift from my mom.
(Zeina Nitham)

(Diala Shaheen) | ‘

. Picnic Outside
_\Yesterday my sisters,
. \grandmother picked some olives from the
_ | olive tree. We went out to the garden early in

cousins, & my

the morning, & had a picnic there too, there

. | were not many olives, but we had fun.

(George Tannous)

The school

I like my school, because I learn from my
teachers I have a new friends, my best
friends are Razan & Zania we play talk

on the phone after school.
(Dalia Horani)

9 i o O
2 -—sa,w».-.w-.--‘, e
: R e

My weekend
This weekend I went to Be’rhlehem to

W visit my grandparents. I went to the Nativity

Church; T went to the restaurant to eat. When
I came back from Bethlehem to Ramallah, I
played on my computer & watched T.V.

- (Yousef Jubran)

B R b o

My New House
I have new house, it in the Tira, it is very
big, it is in third floor, it has four bedroom
& big salon. I play in it & I go down and play

. with my friends and I watch T.V. in the

living room, I have a pet called Biscuit.
(Bader Barghouti)

it is

is soft, and it MY Hohday

" In this holiday, I stayed at
home the first week. In the
secondweek, Iwent to Jordan,
and I stayed in Amman for two
weeks. Then I went to Aqaba
with my family to celebrate the
Aladha Eid there.
(Omar Agel)




Happy Palestine day

InthisPalestine day, I did hot celebrate
~ because the Israelis did not go away
. from Palestine. I wish the Israelis
went from Palestine to have a real
happy Palestine day. How can we have
a Palestine day if the Israelis are still

in our country????
(Basel Abu Humos)

My Trip to Eilat

On the vacation of Eied, I traveled

with my family to Eilat. The weather

was warm. I swam in the red sea &

visited the fish museum. The colors

. of the fish were so beautiful

My Trip to Jerusalem . we walked beside the beach &

My mom & dad took us to Jerusalem during the | played with the sands collected

vacation. It was fun, we went fo the church &I light | different stones. I enjoyed my

candles we also went to the moll & we ate hamburger. % four days & I look forward to
T was happy because I went out of Ramallah, & I saw | visit it again.

something new. We had fun & then went back home. (Haitham Abbas)

(Mira Khayyat) *




Ahmad Salhi

Hilda Atallah Laila Abu Sumaya

Leena Toubasi Maria Khorzom

Nadeen Maayeh




Lama Saffarini Tala't Harb

Marweh Afaneh Walid Shalabi

Nicole Zakkak Tareq Habash Rand Kurdi

Self-respect permeates every aspect of your life.




Dunia Kassis

George Kaileh

George Siniora Hiba Najjar

e

 lssa Imeed * Jawal Asbah Khalil Dahdah




Mohammad Awwad Marah Abdelaal Nora Imeed

Issa Asbah Yusra Hmouz Yara Awwad

e e

Mahmoud Al-Badawi Dalia Nassr

I'm not concerned with your liking or disliking me... All T ask is that you
re ' asqm@/ an being."
B

Y.
/
> /
/



Coreen Hanna Daoud Tannous

Ibrahim Qatato

Layan Bitar

mad Sabbagh Mohammad Salman Michael Awad




Yousef Toumeh Zayd Sharif

Murad Haddad Sabina Awwad Yasmin Baker

*Respect youself and others will respect you
- Confucius -

N |
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, LOST

How I got lost
ther to Ramallah I left her hand and I got
speak to a man to find my mama then they

e police tell me what is your hame I told him
‘Tala Zughayer” and where do you live T told I am from J erusalem in

KoforAqab and I tell him the phone of my father 0505360168 then
the police man speak to my father and he came and took me home .

Tala Zughayer

When I went with my mo
lost then T am crying and
took me to a police man th

o
@

If I got Lost

Whgn I went every where Always I walk beside Mom
Bu_‘r if happened and T am Jost T will tell the police my name and Where
® Iliveand give the police my father phone

: ' _ om the
I-'Eo:now dademete DO Il my dad to come and take me fr

T will go to the workers fo ca

il ‘s to take me . .
II. Tll stay with workers until my dods come Dina Saffarini
moll. I

’
%



WHAT I WANT TO BE

wnm  AGROWAUR %

>
e

/ y v > / \ /

et

| / I want to be when I grow up a police man o,
| Because he could catch the thieves. )
N Murad Haddad /

T g /(f want o be a dentist to cure my
b - (teeth and people's teeth, and because

. adentist earns a lot of money .
( Ibrahim Qatat

When I grow up I want to be a painter
, painting is my favourite hobby.
Now I go to painting lessons two
times a week , and when I was 3 years When I grow up I wnf 1o become d
old I started to love painting .I have +zacher to help children fo learn about
lots and lots of deawings at home my the world and to do well in their lives .
parents say I am a young artist. Rand Kurdi
Lynne Rashid Hijazi

/—\\/ﬂ-f\_f _/ﬁ\/ﬂ /ﬂ

When I grow up I want to be

When I grow up I want to be a nurse

because I want to help the people and an engineer like my father
~ wear a white robe. ‘,) because I want to build nice
Y Zainah Jarrar houses for people to live in .

e, ¥ il So I have to study every day

to be what I want to be .
Tareq Habash

What T want to be when I grow up:

o When I grow up I want to become
i w a business woman .

‘I want to hire employees; I want
| I want to be a Lawyer ~ :
| T like this job, I like Justice. to have my office and lab ’rol_li.
1 Layan Bitar - Coreen Hanna

-



Ahmad Abu-Ein

Ammar Salem Ameer Zabaneh

Dalia Hammoudeh

Jeneen Shehadeh

Areen Bosheh

Daoud Abu-Gazaleh

Kareem Zreiq




Leena Nahhas Mohammad Mimi

lvan Mardirossian Yazan Tuffaha

Laith Kabaji Mustafa Shaltaf Tala Faramand

Treat others as you want them to treat you because what
goes around comes around"




Fares Awad

Jana Nasser

Khaleel Abu Al-hommos Layal Haj-Abed

R T

Mirna Mimi Mohammad Badran Mohammad Mashal




Muheep Hmuz Ramez Zeibak Razan Sarsour

Jude Melhem

Mohammad Rantisi Basel Asbah Aziz Moghannam Saeb Qazzaz

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebédy
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Abdallah Rafidi Amira Hanania

Dimitri Shammaa Feras Alaaeddin Hala Qassis

Imad Izmekneh Laila Ferguson Lama Musleh

Lour Harb Micheal Rabah Mirel Hanna Shahin Shahin
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Hisham Abdo

Loui Othman

Mohammad Odeh Yousef Kurdi Zain Rajha

"Self-respect knows no considerations.”
- Mahatma Ghandhi

Youssef Ansara Omar Siam




Democracy

- ' I thought that educating children
- E: about elections is a hard thing
- | to do, but on the contrary it was
- | impressing. Children understood
| the process more than grown ups.
' We did face a hard time at the
| Central Elections Commission
| | where I work to educate the
s | voters about the way they should
wemmm Vote and about the importance of
©  the registration process.

" It's true that children didn't have any
| choice about registering or voting (it was
' voluntary, they had fo come register
| and vote), but they understood that
' they couldn't vote without having the
| receipt, and they understood that
1 They had to choose one candidate
. (one animal) of the five candidates.
' Many voters of the real Palestinian
| Legislative Council Elections did not
| choose correctly as we had many
' cancelled papers, even though we
| tried to reach and educate the
7 voters in all the possible ways.

Part of our work at the CEC will be to
educate the public about the elections
process especially for students at
schools and universities. Going through
this experience with preschoolers
made me aware that children out
of all the different age groups are
the most capable of learning about
democracy.

Prepared by: Fadwa Qourah
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Natalie Hanania

Nora Sadeddin

Loura Awayes

Tala Malouf Shukri Kuttab
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Buraq Khalilee

Ellzabeth Muoghrabl Emlly Dahdah

Jenan Afaneh

pra— -

John Rukab

Mahfouz Karout Sara Amro

e e ——— R

Najeh Saadeh Yasmin Al-Najjar

Sama Jaraie Yara Abu Youssef Tareq Daher Yazeed H"irzallah

Nadine Bahour

F If we are to teach real peace in this world and if we are fo carry onar
war against war, we shall have to
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Celine Maayeh

Abdallah Al-Deek

:

* Anmar Rifai
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Mahmoud Zughayer

Layan Nasir

Fayez Basalat

Yézan Mimi

Orgwan Al-Bakri

|

Yara Tucktuck

Ahmad Khairi




Basil Mari Ahmad Basalat

---errEnmssm sy e

Rakan Sakakini Karim Shalabi Talen Youssef Alaa Najjar

|
\ |
|
‘ |
: | S N g AL
Diana Hummaid Yasmeen Hassan Alice Malouf

M ‘-;' P A | I _ w - | .
i ) Nour Eid Loor Amin Loor Yassin Lamar Ammar

There is no happiness for people at the expense of other people.”
AnwarEl-Sadat
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' Hiimi Samar
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Mohammad Doufesh

Greciella Masaad Fadi Abu-Huhm"ds

Jude Abﬁ—Hummos Sandra Anani

Yasmin Jubran

89

Khaled Doufesh

Michael Shamieh
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Abdelraziq Dahdul Ameer Husary Amro Abu-Ein Fuad Shehadeh
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Joud Hanoun Khaled Ismail Layan Shinanah
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Fo.

Noor Hammoudeh

\( * > I"' \“ e e i Ppiles 3
Shahd Hammoudah

Zein musarsa Omar Khatib Xena Maayah Mira Siniora

Respect yourself and o Wi
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COUNSELING
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Understanding Differences

“Our children are the ones who teach us about
the issues. They give us the opportunities to
learn and understand. They give us hope and
courage. "

B's and d's look the same to me...........

And so do p'sand g's .

N's and u's T always confuse........

And m's and w's.

The page is bright. It hurts my eyes.

The words, they jump about.
Like little worms, they wriggle and squirm.
They make we want to shout.
The teachers tell me I must try.
Ttryl Ttryl T tryl
- Tt hurts my head .Tt hurts! Tt hurts Il
And then I start to cry.........
"A poem written by a student who wanted the
~world to understand the frustration of the reading
experience for someone with learning difficulties.

Salma Khalidi, Special Education Coordinator
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
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ENGLISH PROJECT

Inthe past two years, the English Department
has been working as a team, coordinating and
consolidating efforts with other departments
tfo provide the best education and skills
for the students. One way of enriching the
English program was through projects. An
English project has been carried out this
year, 2005/2006, for each grade level holding
different themes based on the age levels of
the students. It provided the students with
the opportunity to enliven their English and to
engage them in research activities using the
Internet, reading books, drawing, art work,
and conducting lab experiments related to
their themes; that is, learning through doing.
They acquired knowledge and skills about
realistic facts and issues they are confronted
with in their daily lives. For example, the first
graders’ theme was about animals, second
graders’ about nutrition, third graders’ about
family and friends, fourth graders' about
holidays around the world, fifth graders' about
wild animals and pets, and sixth graders’ about
hatural disasters.

All the students were involved in the project
and showed great enthusiasm and excitement
while working and they put great efforts to
make the projects a success. The work of the
students was displayed in the school and was
highly appreciated by the parents, teachers,
and visitors of the school.

English Department Head
Suha Ghawi
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SHOW AND TELL

In our English class, we use a
number of methods to strengthen
and enrich the students’ English
language. One of these methods is
"Show and Tell *.  Students are
encouraged to talk about a certain
subject, to describe a favorite toy
or pet or to choose any idea they
would like to speak about infront
of their classmates.

This fun learning technique enhances
the children's speaking skills,
strengthens their personalities, and
helps in building self-confidence.
Class participation is encouraged.
The students use their listening
skills and ask questions.
Experience over the years has
proven that children enjoy and look
forward to participating in this fun
experience.

Renee Bahu
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"In the end we are all separate: our stories, no matter
how similar, come to a fork and diverge. We are drawn
fo each other because of our similarities,
but it is our differences we must
learn to respect.”
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