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Sto advertlse and support our yearboo while most of the
2 'peopie were facmg ﬂhanual dn‘ficulnes? '

Usual!y a comm%ttee Would raise money from parties but it
was impossible and inappropriate and no one was in the
mocd 1o celebrate while the blood of the martyrs and of
the people is spilled almost everyday.

During the month of April when most of the work should
have been accomplished, Ramallah was under siege and
the work was paralyzed. With diligence and determination
we decided to put the yearbook together because it reflects
school-life. The Israglis can occupy our country but not our
souls. They block one road; we find another to go to work
and school. With education, we can fight the occupation.
Cespite these problems and lack of time, we are determined
to accomplish the yearbook which reflects our strength
and survival as a nation. We thank everybody whe worked
and helped us; the students, teachers, and administration.
Without all your help, this yearbook would never have come
into existence. And with all our successes and through all
our failures this yearbook will always be a special one,
yearbook of “survival "

Thank you,

Yearbook Committee
Teachers:
Abu-Ghosh Amal Dabit Mira
Hallak Randa Aweida Rola
Natsheh Anan Hamdan Dana

Haj Hasan Khaled

Students: Esawi Tala
Khalili Bisan Amin Amer
lamal Iman Rurnman Armir
Makhamreh Sabrina Ismael Mohammad
Hallak Samia Dalia Dalal
Ghanem Christina larrar Yafa
Kahouk Khaled Abdel Noor Rana
Khoury Elena Aved Ayed
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Our experlence as people with international passports is, of

course, quite different from that of Palestinian people whose
suffering is much worse. We find ourselves angry and frustrated
like the rest of our friends and the rest of the community in
which we live.

It is therefore even more remarkable that Friends School
has continued to function and to grow in stature and strength.
| think it has taken some significant strides forward over the
last two years. Of course, there will always be complaints,
sethacks and disappointments but show me an arena of life
where that is not the case.

I would like to thank our students who on many occasions
have shown a maturity and an industry which has to be
admired. [ would also like to thank all our staff and teachers
who have given us such good and loyal service often with

~good humour and despite difficult journeys to work and repeated
';dlsruptlons to their working day. They have been able to rise above the

and psychologlcal dlstress that the sﬁuataon has often created
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for weeks. ‘May we'who are leaving never forge
the people of Palestine and their struggle to be *
like all other peoples of the world with their own -
country. '
| cannot but believe that a Palestinian state will be
formed in the future. As | write this, it is the season
in which the red poppy flower is blooming on the
hills of Palestine. To me the people of Palestine are
like that flower which, despite everything, continues
to bloom in the most improbable locations. The
flower and the people of Palestine are rooted in this
land and no matter how many bulidozers wreck
homes and efforts made to pull out roots, both will
persist and manage to survive.

The 25 years in which | have been associated
with the Friends Schools have been rich ones. In
those vears , | have held most every position at the
schools and have seen many of my dreams come
true, particularly the creation of the Board of
Trustees, the International Baccalaureate curriculum,
the college counseling program and the renovated
library. | treasure the classes | have taught,
especially12th grade Palestinian History,. :
- 10th Twentieth Century hlstory, and.




mabth ride’ and easy exams. for the kids. At Qalandia che
oirt my kids dlsembarked to: cross on foot and meét the

o P driver waiting for ther
- on'the otherside of the

just the usual routine;
for tens of thousands
of Palestinians on
either side of a
checkpoint. Of course
that's  when the
weather is nice and the
sun is out, otherwise
no need to talk about
the mud, rain, and
" splashes. My wife and
I wished the kids ‘good
luck’ and startad back
home. Just a minute
away, our cell phone
rang. We knew it was
Bana our daughter.
With a nervous tone
she velled "they will not
let us pass, no crossing today. What shali we do the exams
start today.’ Quickly | turned back while my wife calmed
my daughter and asked her to turn back with Manrwan,
our youngest son, and meet us to go back home. Reasoning
with the soldiers is a waste of time. Your chances are better
wining a multi-million dollars lottery ticket than crossing a
closed checking point, unless you want to risk your life.
Ten days later, | was standing on the balcony of our
home thinking of the way things have been worked cut
when suddenly my children came running to me. They,
with great joy and happiness in their eyes, said ‘thank you
dad’. Simple words but brought tremendous joy to my
family. Even my eldest son in the states was happy for how
o understandmg have been the Friends school, in Rarallah.

. For:some reason on that day the crossmg point namedl

*['told therm that Peter shall carrie to our home and supe :
the exams of all students living in Jerusaters. What about
the exarn guestions? My children asked. | ther explained

- checkpoint, to take-
" them to schicol. This s

| entered my Home my. chi
me-asking how: the'exams will be carrsed )

that the school will send the guestion by fax fo our home.
There was a great sigh of relief, And the telephone line
was busy for a long time spreading the news and giving
directions for the students to find their way to our home
the following day.

The following marning dMr. Kapenga arrived and started
getting the exams for the students who belonged to
different classes from 6th Grade elementary up tc 12th
grade. In all we had about fifteen students. Tables and
seats where already set up in the dinning and sitting roems.
For ten days things went perfectly smooth. Even when the
Qalandia crossing point reopened later on during the
exarns, the arrangement we had kept things running just
the same. There was no teliing how things will turn
between one day and the other. Mr. 'Anan Natsheh later
replaced Mr. Kapenga and carried out the same job with
the same firm kindness.

It was first hand experience how people can cooperate,
even from different nationalities and make the solutions
work perfectly for the children in these bitter times. More
interesting for us, was the chance to meet our children
teachers and know them beyond the tales of a student.
This in our mind expanded the meaning of ‘friends’.

For those not living in the West Bank and Gaza, of
Palestine this story is real. Cur emnetion as people, parents,
and children are always charged in anticipation of
unforeseen hazards in our daily fife. It's unfortunate that
despite the efforts of world leaders over tens of years, peace
is not in sight yet, In no other country such a situation or
occupation exist. L

Bishr Al-Husseini-




Hanan Sa’ad, Office Manager




___mformatlon for -

" Sabreen to our graduates
researching for their finals,
there was a sense of being home, being far from the
maddening world around us.

In the distance, the roar of helicopters, the loud sound
of tank shells hitting their targets, followed by the
buitdings shaking. The roar of voices from the almost
daily funeral processions passing beside the schoo}
became un- normal events of our lives, day in and
day out.

For many teachers, students, and staff traveiing the
roads, crossing the checkpoints to reach the FBS
was a matter of life and death and continues to be.
Itis through their perseverance, we managed to come
to the last days of the schoolyear. We really are a
family here at the Friends
Schoal.

The four walls of the
library have heard a lot
these past many months |
and will continue to be a |
safe secure place that i
always welcomes whoever
enters.

After all, we are a family.

Lisa Ma'rouf

_hese visions dré now. rea
and the FBS i fa

“a quahty hbrary wrth room
for expansion.

List of Library Helpers 2001-2002

Tahani Rustom, Eleana Khoury, Lester Barouk, Mchammad lsmael,
Saed Quran, Ayed Ayed, Ghada Atallah, Rula Abu Awad, Lena
Khalilee







Ramahi, Baisam

Shubeita, Ghada Awwad, Luai

Mathematics

Innab, lvad Saleam, Mohammad




Abu Ghosh, Amal

Hishmeh, Sameer

Social Studi

Shaheen, Najeh
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Un wanted !!
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Maost likely to put a smile on
your face

Best Smile

Cutest

Friendiest
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Best eyes ' ost*gené'r_ous

FBS 2002 Year Book

Most
Qutgoing

Best smile

Most
Athletic

Most likely to drive a
teacher crazy




Best all S Cla Best hair style

; i‘ Al 2 ; ; V«h -
i 3 W
LAl - s 2
Loudest” most likely to be heard
from every corner of the school

Most likely to cheer you up

_; .
y to win you over with a

Most likel
smile
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Dear Classmates and Friends:

| look out among you and see a class of shining lights, contributing to the schocl
and community, and most impeortantly friends who shared strength in many times of
weakness. | think that sometimes we overlook the effects that we have on other
peoples’ lives and forget about the little special things that made the past two years a
less tragic experience for us... So writing about our class is an attempt to acknowledge
that if it wasn't for all of us going through everything together maybe we wouldn‘t
have gotten through it all.
Friendship is the most wonderful gift anyone can give and it is also the most precious
treasure that anyone can possess. Of all of the things in school that are important and
memoarable, making strong bonds with friends is most certainly number one cn the
list. Not that these bonds will never be broken; after we part this year, some of us may
very well never see each other again. The point is to remember the good times and
look back and say: “My school years were the greatest of my life and I'm thankful for
every friend | made, everything | learned, every opportunity | took and every
accomplishment | made.”
"Time is a companion that goes with us on a journey. It reminds us to cherish each
moment, because it will never come again. What we leave behind is not as important
as how we have lived it."”
Captain Jean-Luc Picard - Star Trek: Generations
Dear teachers; you are included as our friends, so thank you all for just being.
I hope to see you soon in the near future
I wish you all the best of luck and most of love!

Sabrina Makhamra




oy 5y

CONGRATULATIONS!!! We have made it throgh the very
tedious and annoying IB program. We have finished our exams
that we thought would never enid. We never have to deal with
th IBO ever again. | hope that everyone did well on their exams
and if you did not do not care they are over with. The [B program
is a part of our high school memories that we will never forget,
that is for sure. The IB program is a part of our life that is done
with but we are starting a fresh page with our entrance into
college.
| had many fears before entering into the IB program for my
junior year. | came to the Friends Boys School in tenth grade
and entered inte English speaking and only socialized and
associated with English speaking. So entering the IB program
forced me socialize with Arabic speaking class that | never spoke
to before. To be very honest at first | did not like our class yet
now | have grown to be fond of everyone. Each single person
in our class is unique and due to that fact we are able to make
a class that is intelligent, craetive, and special.
Finally, I would like to give my heart warmth thank you to all
our teachers that endured our nonsense and annoyance at
times. We appreciate it greatly and it will never be forgotten.
Nadia Abuammouneh

- FBS 2002 Year Book
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Grade12 Cliques

Get us out of here ! Young & Trendy !




WELL THIS IS IT, WE HAVE FINISHED THE FIRST CHAPTER OF QUR LIFEL

AND TODAY AS WE LEAVE THIS CHAPEL WE WILL START THE SECOND
CHAPTER IN OUR LIVES AND THE THOUGHT OF THAT SCARES US.

WHEN | WAS N NINTH GRADE, | USE TO SIT BACK IN CHAPEL AND
TELL MY SELE *I CAN'T WAIT UNTIL | AM A SENIOR, THEN | CAN BE
ABLE TO SIT UP THERE, AND | WILL FINALLY BE ABLE TO GRADUATE".
BUT NOW | REGRET THESE THOUGHTS AND WORDS, BECAUSE I'WISH |
COULD GO BACK TO THAT SEAT AND LISTEN TO USTAZ SAMIR, AND
USTAZ MAHMOUD'S SPEECHES ON MONDAYS, AND GET IN TROUBLE
FOR NOT WEARING THE UNIFORM, QR COMING LATE TO SCHOOL. |
WISH | WAS ABLE TO REPEAT THOSE DAYS ALL OVER AGAIN. AND TO
BE HOMNEST IF | HAD THE CHANCE TO STAY iN THIS SCHOOL FOR ONE
MORE YEAR WITH MY CLASSMATES, I WOULD STAY.

IN ELEVENTH GRADE WE WERE AN ELEVENTH ENGLISH SPEAKING
CLASS, WE WERE BONDED AND UNITED BUT THE POLITICAL SITUATION
BROKE THE UNITY AND SEPARATED US. THEN TWELFTH GRADE STARTED
AND IT WAS VERY DEPRESSING, BECAUSE THE CLASS WAS NOT THE
SAME AND WE MISSED EVERYONE. AND HONESTLY THE IDEA OF MIXING
WITH THE NEW CLASSMATES WAS A BIT SCARY, BUT AS THE DAYS
PASSED BY WE BONDED AND UNITED LIKE MO OTHER ARABIC AND
ENGLISH SPEAKING CLASS BEFORE. AND WE REALIZED THAT WE FGUND
THE JOY IN THEIR COMPANY.

EVERYDAY | THANK GOD THAT THIS YEAR HNISHED AND THE
WHOLE CLASS IS STILL OK AND ALVE. EVERY MORNING | USED TO
COME IN CLASS AND HOPE THAT | WOULD SEE EVERYBODNY'S FACE,
BECAUSE IN THIS SITUATION YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN IT°S GOING TO
BE YOUR TIME. SO MANY TEENAGERS CUR AGE WERE SUPPOSED TQ
REACH THIS LEVEL THAT WE REACHED, BUT THE OPPORTUNITY WAS
TAKEN AWAY FROM THEM BY THE ISRAELIS. SO MANY STUDENTS
WAITED FOR THIS DAY TO MAKE THEIR PARENTS PROUD, BUT NOT ALL
THEIR PARENTS WERE THERE TO BE PROUD. WELL EVEN THOUGH OUR
WORDS WON'T CHANGE ANYTHING, BUT | WCOULD LIKE TO SAY: ALL
OF THOSE PECPLE ARE OUR HEROES, AND WE LOOK UP TO THEM, AND
HOPE THAT THEY ALL REST IN PEACE AND EINALLY WE HOPE FOR THEM
THAT THEY ARE ALL IN A BETTER PLACE.

THIS YEAR WAS A USEFUL EXPERIENCE FOR US ALL. AN EXPERIENCE
- | THAT TAUGHT US THINGS WE WILL NEVER FORGET, AN EXPERIENCE
- -| THAT MADE US STRONGER, MORE MATURE, AND [T GAVE US THE

{ ABILTY TO ADJUST WITH ANY HARD THING IN LIFE; THEY WILL NOT BE
BIGGER THEN THE SITUATION WE FACE NCOW IN PALESTINE, SO IF YOU
ARE STRONG ENQUGH TO FACE THIS YOLU ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO
| FACE ANYTHING IN LIFE. WHAT WE WENT THROUGH THIS YEAR WILL
NEVER ALLOW US TO BE THE SAME AGAIN, AND WE ARE COUNTED
AS THE BETTER CLASS IN THIS PALESTINIAN SOCIETY (JUST IMAGINE

| THE OTHERS). HOPEFULLY IF WE LIVE LONG ENOUGH WE WILL ALLIMEET |

| UP ONE DAY WHEN WE ARE FREE.

IN CONCLUSION | WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE WHOLE FACULTY |:

| FOR HELPING US REACH THIS FAR, ESPECIALLY QUR HOMEROCOM

| DRIVING YOU ALL CRAZY BUT IT 1S CUR SEMIOR YEAR AND SCHOOL 15

THE ONLY THING THAT DREW US AWAY FROM REALITY. FURTHER MORE |
1 1 WOULD LIKE TO ADVISE THE STUDENTS TO CHERISH EVERY MOMENT

THAT THEY HAVE, BECAUSE IT WILL NEVER COME BACK.

'pr.xv Ie_ge' "leé{ty and. ;ustnce for aII & Was comm.onplace. .
“for me. But with my very own eyes. | saw the freedom-of = -

TEACHER MRS. RANDA AND USTAZ FATHALLAH. WE ARE SORRY FOR

everyone being taken away with the roar of the tanks -
entering our beloved city. Many stories of how-innocent
people were victims of this herrific military occupation
infuriated me because my naive nature shadowed the
truth about life. Life is not fair; in fact, it is extremely far
from it.

In the States, | immediately considered anything
published in the newspaper of announcad in the six
o'clock news fact. | did net scrutinize the news. | never
stopped to ask myself if twenty innocent people could
die from crossfire. | could not distinguish pure fact from
biased interpretation. Moving here, being an eyewitness
10 the greatest atrocities of the modern era, znd watching
CNN describe the events as rooting out terrorism, proved
how hias the media is. Therefore, | was forced to rely on
my own analysis of incidents.

Another benefit of my move was associating myself
with people of different backgrounds. From this, | was
able to learn new views and opinicns. | was exposed to
different religions, cultures, and nationalities all in one
place. For the first time in my life | truly believed that
peacaful coexistence between two different religions
could occur, as was shown with the Muslims and
Christians in our city. My knowledge was expanded
because | got a taste of every part of the world. My narrow
mind was magically. broadening. My egoceﬂtrlc
personahty was no. longer. - Co L
The most substantlal gam has to do Wlth my cuitural, .
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~ Hussein'lmad - JM  Khatib; Nader

__Marouf, Danielle Il yad M Nubani Sarah M Rasheed, Noor
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Juniors

__Khalaf, Nadine . Jll Khatib, Abdul Wahhab Elena

usa, Janan
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11 Science

" Abdullah, Kareem ]

Abu Zayceh, Moharimiad Jl - Akel, Han

Ghazi, Hani Haj Hasan, Razan
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" Hazboun, Rarmzi

[ Asu -.S_ha_l_a_,'_ot

Jawa'deh, Asef




Niier',.'Saji_.:'

. First and foremost | would like to begin by giving my
© - congratulation to the graduating class of 2002 We all made
:-}t through unyielding and troublesome times and now we
re begmmlng another chapter of our lives, college. May it
experlence that W|l| always remain W|th you Also |-

“more, the experlences we undergo on dally basns are Wh

|-Wir, Saleh -

destroy houses, lives, and murder hundred of Palestinians
at once yet can never destroy our knowledge and pride.

The past two years have not been easy to endure due to
the unstable political situation. The worst time was during
the three-week siege that the Israeli trocps placed upeon
the citizens of Ramallah and Berieh and other cities alike.
Nevertheless, we were able to endure the turmoil of that
of that experience and we came cut with our heads up
high not implying that all the lives lost will never. ba
forgoiten .one event that will always remain a vivid memory -
is the massacre of Jenin due to the grotesque and..
devastating destructlon that the lsraelis caused. Further

‘Year Book
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Al Basil

Iseed, Razan
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Dima: The Blondes made
me do it
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Freshmen




_Musallam,:

_Stephen, Shafig.

Shubat, Ibrahim

Si}uaibi,_l\_/lohammad-

‘Abu Dayyah, Tamer
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Khalaf, Ramez
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S— ) &

| know you. Wo'u _
aven through .hel

You're my soul mate my Iove .9

my life ..

You're the part of me that Iets

me see
You let me. reallze the beauty

Sam:a Halak 1 OA

- v, ) & -,
" . »

--.10)5 quafts of Mdﬁammed 's.J Iage! s steady harige of moo
“*mix these together ,and then ad

1) a pint of Sharaf and Fadi's friendshlp i
2) Two pieces of Ibrahim’s and Khaldoun’s hopefulness
3) Three sprinkekles of Osama.s and Odai energetic spirits.
4) 1 stick of Nidal's steady soul.
5) 1/2 cup of Osama B ‘s power.
6) 5 drops of Firas’s love of technology.
7) 1 tea spoons of Kanaan's loyalty.
8) 1 tea spoon of Nael's originatey.
9) 3 pieces of Ali & Omar's constant fighting.
10) 1 sprinkle of Ayed’s caring.
Ayed Ayed 9A
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RN ST ~Khalaf, Nida’ ]l Najjar, Nataly

Sharbain, Joseph _

aghrout, Maya.
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i Abdullah




Mas'ad, Fuad - B8 'Mazara, Farah - B8l - Michael. Sireen

- Qatato; maria- MM Quran Fadi . K  Rabaia, Nadim -

ualbi, Zaid
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" Career: detective

4) Rami: AKA :anything
that comes to mind

5) Nadia: AKA: Nana
Career: Fashion designer
6) Reem:AKA: Rourou
Career:journalist
7)Abdel Jawad:

AKA: Aboud
Career:basketball player
8)Ahmad:AKA:
Hammoudeh
Career:U.n member
9)Bisan:AKA:Biso

Career: dentist -

— . &

16)Lana: AKA lala
. Career: halrstyler
1 7)Dala:AKA_:doudou

career: translator
18)Sari:AKA:khozeh
Career:clown
19Mohammad:AKA:moh
Carrer:diplomat
Laila:AKA:lola
Career:goaler
20)Anas:Aka:anous
Career:runner
21)Bashar:Aka:bash bash
Career:doctor
22)Christina: AKA:chrissy
Career:actress
23)Mira:AKA:Miro

Career:astronomer.

: —Mrs Samar

because all we. ha e IS th['s

' revolutxons but have

‘perfect solutions .As days

go by and memories are
built, without knowing a
thing life is shift. yet days
go by and weeks rush by
,and before we know it a
year is gone. All we can do
to thank our school, is
being good friends ,and
listening to their trends ,to
let them accept the tribute
graciously we have to do it
preciously.all we ask our
family(8th grade)is to stay

‘close no matter what '
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Comments

Sari Abdei Hadi: if he memorizes his lessons like his songs
he would be an A+ student.

Lina Abdel Rascal: Fating 24/7 and does not gain weight!
Rozzana Abu Ghazaleh: Her locks are stunning but to hear
her voice you have to keep trying .

Zeina Amer ; The only one awake in class |

Tamer Akel: He always has some weird excuse , but his
friend will never let him loose |

AdiAsaliz in front of the teachers he is an ange! and a devil

o béhind there backs. :
:Heather Atshan She ﬂghts for her rights loudly , but talks

at she’s doing all the t[me
e is fine.
s.is his job, but teachers

fittle trend.

Nataly Najar:As light as a feather as nice as the weather .
Ornar Nasser: although his halr is 50 ong but: never blds:
him from thmkmg Iong

to be rough .

lgae Clislosy Ll 2 p0l)

v

+

§) it Adeice 161Gttty

Yamid Othman: as cool as i

Tamara Tamimi:

always fig
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Mrs. Randa:
Ziadeh, you will never pass
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- She explained to me,
“how - painful it was for

L

ieave her home in Lifta.

her and how scary, yet,
she lived whole her life
dreaming of her right to

- B
2 £

-every day. Yes, iwant‘to

so huget 't's coming
closer and closer... F'm
afraid, I'm trapped. . . |
want to go back, | look”
oh most of my friends
already left, where are

they? | can't find
them.!10Oh mommy I'm
scared.l No | can't, |

return.!! | guess, that
most of those people,
demonstrating, know about their grandparents and their
parents tragedy! For me, | do not know Lifta, I've just visited
it once with my grandparents and my mom. At that time it
wasn't clear to me , what it means Nakba or even
occupation?! The existence of the Israeli soldiers everywhere
was something that I've seen since | was born. Yes, | do
remember the first Intifada but it's not so clear to me, why,
| mean why Israeli soldiers kill Palestinians!? | watch that
on the TV and | hear everyone talking about the Israeli
occupation and the Israeli aggression against us
Palestinians, | do feel the occupation, yet, | try to adapt! |
Those days, the situation has changed dramatically, even if
I wanted to accept that the Israeli occupation is a fact and
I can do nothing to change this reality, and if [ was dreaming
that the Palestinian Authority will bring peace and end the
occupation, even if fwas dreaming of a bright future.. Now,
as amember of this crowd, No | can't see except the dark...

- We all were moving towards the check point, actually |
. was moving without feeling that I'm walking freely, there

vas a kind of a power or & spirit moving me towards the
eck pomt weare becommg closer and closer, we are so
56, we ook like the waves in the ocean, the big waves

ungest even were ]lke the smaIE

stistopped at one: stage" the youngsters continued to

have to reach them ..No
.no, they are shooting on us” its live ammunition, oh
someone is grasping my leg, Oh, God, he's injured, he’s
bleeding, I'm scared.. | hear another child saying: don't
worry we'll get him out.. Pecple are so nice here” everyone
loves everyone. 111 see many children are shot, they are
falling down on the ground, but the tanks are becoming

BS 2002 Year Book

hit that tank, but oh, it’s. -




She's gushing us back, I don‘t

I'm.resisting! L S

" While leaving the battle- field, | see a small child running
towards the tanks, towards death, no, | don't want him to
go there, | stopped him, he refuses, I'm giving him a very
big Palestinian flag, that | bought just a while ago to held
it during the demonstration. Yes, he agrees to get the flag

and get back. I'm so glad that he did.

I'm finally home. | have mixed feeiings... I'm watching the
TV, oh, God, they are showing cur demaonstration, how
dangerous it was, | was going tc die, l was almost shot, my
mom is silent, she's saying nothing! |
V'rm going to bed, fwant to sleep, but | can't, | can't forget
my feelings, it was horrible, I'm trying again and again {o
close my eyes and go 1o sleep but | can't, | shout: isn't
there anyone who can stop this crazy war? Stop all kilkings..
Stop shooting, end occupation. .

I'm shouting; give us our freedom, give us our dreams...H1

feel how I'm going back, no;.

By: Suraya Hammoudeh
Grade 108
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_ ve:rsmes with rﬂy husband and the ycungest-' g

s a .1;Oth grader a‘{tendmg the Friends Boys School where ! hours because the Israell saldfers Would nd{ a'II o

" have been working for the last eight years. What we are
~going through this year is bombing and shelling at night
and waiting at checkpeints for hours in the midst of tear
gas and live builets. Gn Thursday nights | pacify myself by
saying “So what, waiting for three hours, in Chicago | used
to be stuck in a traffic jam going to my night school for
post-graduate work.” Then the Israglis start shooting and
bullets pass over my car and | turn to my daughter to mollify
her. “Samia don‘t worry the shooting is behind us.” | lock
at her and | feel guilty, why am i exposing my youngest
daughter to Israell viclence. We have an option, she should
be in the U.S. or even Amman where it is safe and she
could be geing to soccer practice just like her two elder
sisters. But, my daughter and | want to stay in Palestine
there is no better place for us than Jerusalem. We belong
here with our family, friends and roots. The school has an
excellent education for Samia, her brother and two sisters,
who graduated from the friends.
b am trying to remember the date, chl It is not
significant; every day is struggle in Palestine. Our kids are
deprived of their human rights such as freedem of

When the going gets tough, the tough gets going...

to pass | was confused and Humi Ixated s_hou! il :
jerusalem or just be patient and pray to Allah. My daughter
was in a panic, not afraid of the Israeli soldiers but worried -
about her exam, so she turned on the car light and began
to review Newton’s law under the dim light, Oh! Maybe it
is my fault | shouldn't drive my car. So next time we tried
public transportation we will fake two different “taxis” and
then many times we had to run to aveid the live ammunition
and tear gas. My daughter would compliment me "I didn‘t
know that you are such a good runner.” When | am holding
her hand and we are running for cur lives among many
people in every direction. It is not the distance that we had
from one check point to another that bothers me, | jog
with my three daughters in the summer to stay fit but it is
the humiliation of having a Russian Israeli check my 1D to
allow me to go to my home.

Amidst the closure, bombing and shooting, our
students are striving to receive an excellent education, itis
a nationalistic Palestinian pride.

Randa “Nasser Eddin” Hallak

Hold on to You
By Nancy Maeder

I saw some pictures taday
Heard the news
What are they saying?
There’s been a terrible tragedy here.
God, Where are you?
. There's beeri a terrible tragedy here.
. ;.'_Lord Iwant to beheve in; your love .
o_rd lwant s beheve‘m your power -

FBS 2002 Year Book

God, when is it, how is it coming?
This time of love and harmony?
Lord | want to believe in your love
Lord | want to believe in your power
But sometimes what | beiieve
Doesn't match what | can see
Help me hold on to hope
Help me hold on to love
Help me hoid on to you
| believe the kingdom starts here
+The kingdom is now :
< !t sin how we-are livmg

We can search, we can seek, we can
see
The beauty and pain in each other’s
eyes.
Lord, 1 do helieve in your love
And | do believe in your power to
change what | see
| belleve you're in me s
| believe you are. n my 515ter5 and-
brothers -+ :
. Help'me: hold on to hop __
Help me hoid on: to .




; almost behind me. So now what do ] do? Before | was in familiar ground. My surroundings

“were known and regularly trod. Bul now it is into the unknown that | step now. The

unknown is filled with great possibilities of success but also great pits of failure. But this is
what adventure is made of,

If we do nothing because we are frightened, then that is automatic failure. So the only
other option that we have is to trudge forward. So we trudge. Whe knows what will
befall us? All we can do is have faith that God will take care of us

and go.

So to summarize all that | have been saying, | don't feel ready. But then again, who
does? | don't know exactly what | expected from my senior year but | do know that this is
not it. I'm excited to see what the future holds. Perhaps it is naught but | don‘t think so.

The grass will always look better on the other side. Somebody else’s life will always look
better than our own. The secrat to happiness isn't to get everything we want, but to be
satisfied with what we have. Even though it may not be much at times, | guarantee you
that it's better than others.

By: Lester Barrouk

the rest?

We are the cream of the crop and that is a known fact. We are eleven 1B. If there is a

“- chermistry test at hand, we are nowhere to be found. | challenge anycne to enter a ToK
< -class and be able to compete with our heated dwscussmns that become pretty wolent and

: I\Iow he year is commg tc an end The FENISH sign is commg mto view, the m|iestone

- s,
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Bethany: why didnt you tell she is
taking our pic. now?
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1 told you not to mess with my cheese

noughty mouse!
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