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Below you will find some advice on what to do or not do in your essay.  This is NOT a 
checklist that you must follow.  These are simply the compilations of various notes from 
various examiners as well as your teacher’s notes based on first drafts and outlines submitted.  
  
Introduction: 

1. Do not begin your essay with a definition.  
2. Do not use dictionary definitions, use a Specialist Dictionary or a resource for the 

definition (an article, an essay by someone well known…etc.)  
3. Be clear on why this particular prescribed title is important. Here you may use a quote 

from a well-known person (scientist, writer, politician, psychologist…. etc.) to 
demonstrate the importance of the topic.  Don’t forget to explain why this quote is 
significant.  

4. Make your tone personal.  Use an anecdote that comes from your own IB studies and 
personal experiences as a knower.  

5. Use your definitions as a tool to enter in the discussion.  In other words, make your 
definitions relevant to your discussion.  

6. Identify a common perspective, then counter it with another perspective (in other 
words present your thesis/main argument).  

 
Make it Personal 

1. Your essay should be more like a conversation.  Reading it should be effortless and 
interesting.  

2. Acknowledge your own perspective (cultural perspective perhaps on a topic if that 
applies). Show that you have reflected deeply on your personal biases and 
assumptions 

3. Give a personal orientation of your perspective through a personal example.  
4. Evaluate the PT from a general perspective through a more general example within a 

specific area of knowledge (remember you need to give documented support for your 
ideas, examples and arguments).  

 
Explore Perspectives 

Evaluate the different perspectives that can be used to examine your PT. (In other words, 
use claims and counter claims with evidence).  
 

A Common Error (Description vs. Analysis) 
1. Examples need to be analyzed not just described 
2. Do not describe an example directly from the book and not offer any analysis. If you 

do that you will risk a D.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Conclusion: 

1. Remind your reader of the PT chosen and discussed.  Quickly remind us of your main 
argument.  

2. Give the counter argument 
3. Acknowledge the limitations within your essay. In other words, tell us what limits this 

argument.  
4. Finish Strong, maybe with a good quote that supports your conclusions or helps make 

them more significant.  
 
 

 
 


