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Friends Schools mission statement
The Friends School of Ramallah and El-Bireh strives to be a leading educational
institution in the Palestinian community. The Lower School (FGS) and the Upper
School (FBS) were founded in 1869 and 1901 respectively, for the purpose of
offering Palestinian youth a rigorous program guided by principles of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers). Central to Quaker education is a vitality which comes
from being a living expression of a religious life. A Friends School education seeks
to promote a constant search for God to all human situations, and to cultivate
ethical, moral and spiritual values.
The Friends School is committed to
Excellence in education
Quaker education calls for high academic standards and a willingness to experiment
with new methodology and curricula.
Developing the whole person
Quaker education is committed to helping each member of the school community
realize his or her physical, mental, spiritual, and social potential. It recognizes that
every person is different, with varying abilities which must be developed to the full
extent possible.
Helping each person recognize her or his responsibility to society
Quaker education is committed to helping each person recognize her or his
responsibility as a caring member of the school, community, nation and global
family where "each lives for the other and all live for God." The Friends School is
committed to nurturing character traits such as integrity, simplicity, honesty,
cooperation and compassion. The School believes in and encourages freedom of
thought and expression. They expect, however, that this freedom be enjoyed with
a full sense of responsibility. Quaker education advocates non-violence as a viable
option for resolving conflict in every aspect of life. These values are best learned
through the example and practice as students, teachers, parents, workers and
administrators interact with each other.
Equality
Quaker education believes that all people are equal before God regardless of
gender, creed, culture, color or social status. Quaker education in Palestine has
focused from the beginning on the education of women to develop their potential
and realize their opportunity to be equal members of their community. Quaker
education is built on the belief that "all are children of God" and that within each
person "there is that of God to be nurtured."
It is upon this foundation that Friends Schools' students grow to be strong and
sensitive members of their families, their community and the world in which they
live.
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MYP Fundamental concepts
Intercultural Awareness
MYP believes in the importance of education as a way of fostering understanding among young people
from around the world by encouraging them to consider issues from multiple perspectives. MYP aims to
develop student’s attitudes, knowledge, and skills as they learn about their own and others’ social,
national and ethnic cultures. In this way, intercultural awareness can build understanding and respect.
Holistic Learning
While the MYP insists on a thorough study of eight subject groups, it also highlights the interrelatedness
of the subjects and so encourages students to develop a holistic view of learning. Students become
aware of these links through carefully planned units of work between subjects; thus, they learn to
recognize relationships between school subjects and real world issues so that students will learn to see
knowledge as an interrelated whole.
Communication
The MYP stresses the fundamental importance of communication, verbal and non-verbal, in realizing the
aims of the programme. A good command of expression in all its forms is fundamental to learning. In
most MYP subject groups, communication is both an objective and an assessment criterion, as it
supports understanding and allows student reflection and expression.
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Programme Model
The IB Middle Years Programme consists of eight subject groups:
•

language acquisition,

•

language and literature,

•

individuals and societies,

•

sciences,

•

mathematics,

•

arts,

•

physical and health education,

•

design.

IB Learner Profile
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The IB Learner strives to be:
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained
throughout their lives.
Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop
understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and
Thinkers
creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.
Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and
creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration
with others.
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness,
Principled
justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and
communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the
consequences that accompany them.
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal
Open-minded
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other
individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and
evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the
experience.
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and
Caring
feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act
to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the
environment.
They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and
Risk takers
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles,
ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their
beliefs.
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional
Balanced
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience.
Reflective
They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in
order to support their learning and personal development.

Inquirer
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MYP Global contexts

Teaching and learning in the MYP involves understanding concepts in context. Global contexts
provide a common language for powerful contextual learning, identifying specific settings,
events or circumstances that provide more concrete perspectives for teaching and learning.
When teachers select a global context for learning, they are answering the following questions:
• Why are we engaged in this inquiry?
• Why are these concepts important?
• Why is it important for me to understand?
• Why do people care about this topic?
MYP global contexts, listed below and found here provide common points of entry for inquiries
into what it means to be internationally minded, framing a curriculum that promotes
multilingualism, intercultural understanding and global engagement. These contexts build on the
powerful themes of global significance that structure teaching and learning in the PYP, creating
relevance for adolescent learners.
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IDENTITIES AND RELATIONSHIPS
Who am I? Who are we?
Students will explore identity; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual
health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; what it means
to be human.

Possible explorations to develop
• competition and cooperation; teams, affiliation and leadership
• identity formation; self-esteem; status; roles and role models
• personal efficacy and agency; attitudes, motivation, independence; happiness and the good
life
• physical, psychological and social development; transitions; health and well-being; lifestyle
choices
• human nature and human dignity; moral reasoning and ethical judgment; consciousness and
mind.

ORIENTATION IN SPACE & TIME
What is the meaning of “where” and “when”?
Students will explore personal histories; homes and journeys; turning points in humankind;
discoveries; explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between, and the
interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from personal, local and global
perspectives.

Possible explorations to develop
• civilizations and social histories, heritage, pilgrimage, migration,
• displacement and exchange,
• epochs, eras, turning points and “big history”,
• scale, duration, frequency and variability,
• peoples, boundaries, exchange and interaction,
• natural and human landscapes and resources,
• evolution, constraints and adaptation.
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PERSONAL & CULTURAL EXPRESSION
What is the nature and purpose of creative expression?
Students will explore the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature,
culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our
appreciation of the aesthetics.

Possible explorations to develop
• artistry, craft, creation, beauty,
• products, systems and institutions,
• social constructions of reality; philosophies and ways of life; belief systems; ritual and play,
• critical literacy, languages and linguistic systems,
• histories of ideas, fields and disciplines; analysis and argument,
• metacognition and abstract thinking,
• entrepreneurship, practice and competency.

SCIENTIFIC & TECHNICAL INNOVATION
How do we understand the world in which we live?
Students will explore the natural world and its laws; the interaction between people and the
natural world; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of
scientific and technological advances on communities and environments; the impact of
environments on human activity; how humans adapt environments to their needs.

Possible explorations to develop
• systems, models, methods; products, processes and solutions,
• adaptation, ingenuity and progress, •
opportunity, risk, consequences and responsibility,
• modernization, industrialization and engineering,
• digital life, virtual environments and the information age,
• the biological revolution,
• mathematical puzzles, principles and discoveries.
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GLOBALISATION & SUSTAINABILITY
How is everything connected?
Students will explore the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the
relationship between local and global processes; how local experiences mediate the global; the
opportunities and tensions provided by world-interconnectedness; the impact of decision making
on humankind and the environment.

Possible explorations to develop
• markets, commodities and commercialization,
• human impact on the environment,
• commonality, diversity and interconnection,
• consumption, conservation, natural resources and public goods,
• population and demography,
• urban planning, strategy and infrastructure.

FAIRNESS & DEVELOPMENT
What are the consequences of our common humanity?
Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the relationship between communities; sharing
finite resources with other people and with other living things; access to equal opportunities;
peace and conflict resolution.

Possible explorations to develop
• democracy, politics, government and civil society,
• inequality, difference and inclusion,
• human capability and development; social entrepreneurs,
• rights, law, civic responsibility and the public sphere,
• justice, peace and conflict management,
• power and privilege,
• authority, security and freedom,
• imagining a hopeful future.
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Assessment in the MYP Program
The school developed an assessment policy to match and express its own
philosophy as well as the MYP in assessing students’ work. You may find the full
assessment policy here
Each subject group has a series of criteria to be used when assessing students
work. These criteria assess subject specific skills rather than content.
A Variety of assessment tasks will be given during the course of study. The
assessment criteria for these tasks will be given to the student in advance.
These assessment criteria will inform the students what they have to do in order
to achieve any particular level.
The raw mark for each subject is awarded by adding the scores the student
achieved in each assessment criteria, and then the raw mark is converted to a
grade out of seven according the MYP published grade boundaries as shown in
the following example:

Example from language A

Task

Criterion A

Criterion B

Criterion C

Criterion D

Task 1

8

6

5

4

Task 2

7

5

-----

6

Task 3

7

6

5

5

Final

7

6

5

5

To get the final grade:
1. Add the final score for each criterion: (8+7+8).The sum is 23.
2. Measure the final sum with the MYP published grade boundaries bellow
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Total

23

Grade Boundaries
Grade

Boundaries

1

0-5

2

6-9

3

10-14

4

15-18

5

19-23

6

24-27

7

28-32

3. The final mark received is 5
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Subject Area Criteria Rubrics

Arts- Visual and Performing
Visual Arts and Band, Chorus, Drama
Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
level
The student:

7-8

demonstrates excellent knowledge of the art form studied, including concepts, processes,
and excellent use of appropriate language
demonstrates excellent knowledge of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts
demonstrates excellent use of acquired knowledge to inform his or her artwork
The student:
demonstrates substantial knowledge of the art form studied, including concepts, processes,
substantial use of appropriate language

5-6
demonstrates substantial knowledge of the role of the art form in original or displaced
contexts
demonstrates substantial use of acquired knowledge to inform his or her artwork
The student:

3-4

demonstrates adequate knowledge of the art form studied, including concepts, processes,
and adequate use of appropriate language
demonstrates adequate knowledge of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts
demonstrates adequate use of acquired knowledge to inform his or her artwork
The student:

1-2

demonstrates limited knowledge of the art form studied, including concepts, processes, and
limited use of appropriate language
demonstrates limited knowledge of the role of the art form in original or displaced contexts

0
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demonstrates limited use of acquired knowledge to inform his or her artwork
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Developing skills
The descriptors for this criterion are the same in all five years of the program. Teachers provide
students with task-specific rubrics which give detailed descriptions of the grade-level
achievement expectations in the skills and techniques explored in each unit.

Achievement
levels

7-8

5-6

3-4
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Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
demonstrates excellent acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art
form studied
demonstrates excellent application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present
art
The student:
demonstrates substantial acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art
form studied
demonstrates substantial application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or
present art
The student:
demonstrates adequate acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art
form studied

1-2

demonstrates adequate application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present
art
The student:
demonstrates a limited acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art
form studied

0

demonstrates limited application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or present art
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Thinking creatively
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
levels
The student:

presents an excellent outline of a clear and feasible artistic intention

7-8
presents an excellent outline of alternatives, perspectives, and imaginative solutions
demonstrates excellent exploration of ideas through the developmental process to a point of
realization
The student:
presents a substantial outline of a clear and feasible artistic intention

5-6

presents a substantial outline of alternatives, perspectives, and imaginative solutions
demonstrates substantial exploration of ideas through the developmental process to a point of
realization
The student:
presents an adequate outline of a clear and/or feasible artistic intention

3-4
presents an adequate outline of alternatives, perspectives, and imaginative solutions
demonstrates adequate exploration of ideas through the developmental process to a point of
realization

1-2
0
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The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Responding
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
presents an excellent outline of connections with depth and insight, and effectively
transfers learning to new settings

7-8

creates an excellent artistic response which is effectively inspired by the world around him
or her
presents an excellent evaluation of the artwork of self and others
The student:
presents a substantial outline of connections and regularly transfers learning to new settings

5-6

creates a substantial artistic response which is considerably inspired by the world around
him or her
presents a substantial evaluation of the artwork of self and others
The student:
presents an adequate outline of connections and occasionally transfers learning to new
settings

3-4

creates an adequate artistic response which is inspired by the world around him or her to
some degree
presents an adequate evaluation of the artwork of self and others
The student:
presents a limited outline of connections and may transfer learning to new settings

1-2

0
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creates a limited artistic response which is possibly inspired by the world around him or her
presents a limited evaluation of the artwork of self and others
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Design
Criterion A: Inquiring and analyzing
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
explains and justifies the need for a solution to a problem

7-8

constructs a research plan, which states and prioritizes the primary and secondary
research needed to develop a solution to the problem independently
analyzes a group of similar products that inspire a solution to the problem
develops a design brief, which presents the analysis of relevant research
The student:
explains the need for a solution to a problem

5-6

constructs a research plan, which states and prioritizes the primary and secondary
research needed to develop a solution to the problem, with some guidance
describes a group of similar products that inspire a solution to the problem
develops a design brief, which outlines the findings of relevant research
The student:
outlines the need for a solution to a problem

states the research needed to develop a solution to the problem, with some guidance

3-4
outlines one existing product that inspires a solution to the problem
develops a basic design brief, which outlines some relevant research
The student:
states the need for a solution to a problem

1-2

0
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states some of the main findings of relevant research
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Developing ideas
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
develops a design specification which outlines the success criteria for the design of a
solution based on the data collected

7-8

presents a range of feasible design ideas, using an appropriate medium(s) and annotation,
which can be correctly interpreted by others
presents the chosen design and outlines the reasons for its selection with reference to the
design specification
develops accurate planning drawings/ diagrams and outlines requirements for the creation
of the chosen solution
The student:
develops design specifications which identify the success criteria for the design of a
solution

5-6

presents a range of feasible design ideas, using an appropriate medium(s) and explains key
features, which can be interpreted by others
presents the chosen design and outlines the main reasons for its selection with reference to
the design specification
develops accurate planning drawings/ diagrams and lists requirements for the creation of
the chosen solution
The student:
constructs a list of the success criteria for the design of a solution

3-4

presents a few of feasible design ideas, using an appropriate medium(s) or explains key
features, which can be interpreted by others
outlines the main reasons for choosing the design with reference to the design specification
creates planning drawings/diagrams or lists requirements for the chosen solution
The student:
lists a few basic success criteria for the design of a solution

1-2

0
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presents one design idea, which can be interpreted by others
creates incomplete planning drawings/ diagrams
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Creating the solution
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
constructs a logical plan, which outlines the efficient use of time and resources,
sufficient for peers to be able to follow to create the solution

7-8

demonstrates excellent technical skills when making the solution
follows the plan to create the solution, which functions as intended and is presented
appropriately
explains changes made to the chosen design and plan when making the solution
The student:
constructs a plan, which considers time and resources, sufficient for peers to be able to
follow to create the solution

5-6

demonstrates competent technical skills when making the solution
creates the solution, which functions as intended and is presented appropriately
outlines changes made to the chosen design and plan when making the solution
The student:
outlines each step in a plan that contains some details, resulting in peers having difficulty
following the plan to create the solution

3-4

demonstrates satisfactory technical skills when making the solution
creates the solution, which partially functions and is adequately presented
outlines changes made to the chosen design or plan when making the solution
The student:

1-2
0
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demonstrates minimal technical skills when making the solution
creates the solution, which functions poorly and is presented in an incomplete form
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Evaluating
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
describes detailed and relevant testing methods, which generate accurate data, to measure
the success of the solution

7-8

explains the success of the solution against the design specification based on authentic
product testing
describes how the solution could be improved
describes the impact of the solution on the client/target audience
The student:
describes relevant testing methods, which generate data, to measure the success of the
solution

5-6

describes the success of the solution against the design specification based on relevant
product testing
outlines how the solution could be improved
describes the impact of the solution on the client/target audience, with guidance
The student:
describes a relevant testing method, which generates data, to measure the success of the
solution

3-4

outlines the success of the solution against the design specification based on relevant
product testing
lists the ways in which the solution could be improved

1-2

outlines the impact of the solution on the client/target audience
The student:
describes a testing method, which is used to measure the success of the solution

states the success of the solution

0
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The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Individuals & Societies
Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
Achievement
levels
7-8

5-6

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
consistently uses a range of terminology accurately
demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of content and concepts through
developed and accurate descriptions, explanations and examples
The student:
uses considerable and relevant terminology accurately
demonstrates substantial knowledge and understanding of content and concepts through
descriptions, explanations and examples
The student:
uses some terminology accurately

3-4

1-2
0
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demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge and understanding of content and concepts through
simple descriptions, explanations and examples
The student:
makes limited use of terminology
demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of content and concepts through limited
descriptions and/or examples
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Investigating
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
formulates/chooses a clear and focused research question and explains its relevance

7-8

formulates and effectively follows a consistent action plan to investigate a research
question
uses methods to collect and record appropriate and varied relevant information
with guidance, provides a detailed evaluation of the research process and results
The student:
formulates/chooses a clear and focused research question and describes its relevance in
detail

5-6

formulates and mostly follows a sufficiently developed action plan to investigate a research
question
uses methods to collect and record appropriate relevant information
with guidance, evaluates the research process and results
The student:
formulates/chooses a clear and focused research question and describes its relevance

3-4

formulates and occasionally follows a partial action plan to investigate a research question
uses a method(s) to collect and record some relevant information
with guidance, reflects on the research process and results
The student:
identifies a research question that is clear, focused and relevant.

1-2

formulates a limited action plan or does not follow a plan
collects and records limited or sometimes irrelevant information

0
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with guidance, reflects on the research process and results in a limited way
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Thinking critically
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
communicates information and ideas in a style that is completely appropriate to the audience
and purpose

7-8
structures information and ideas completely according to the task instructions

5-6

creates a complete reference list and always cites sources
The student:
communicates information and ideas in a style that is mostly appropriate to the audience and
purpose
mostly structures information and ideas according to the task instructions
creates an adequate reference list and usually cites sources
The student:
communicates information and ideas in a style that is somewhat clear

3-4

somewhat organizes information and ideas

creates an adequate reference list and sometimes cites sources
The student:
communicates information and ideas in a style that is not always clear

1-2

0
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organizes information and ideas in a limited way

lists sources of information inconsistently
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Communicating
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
completes a detailed analysis of concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or
theories

7-8

summarizes information to make consistent, well-supported arguments
effectively analyzes a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, consistently
recognizing values and limitations
clearly recognizes different perspectives and consistently explains their implications
The student:
completes a substantial analysis of concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or
theories

5-6

summarizes information to make usually valid arguments
analyzes sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, usually recognizing values and
limitations
clearly recognizes different perspectives and describes most of their implications
The student:
completes a simple analysis of concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or
theories

3-4

summarizes information to make some adequate arguments
analyzes sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing some values and
limitations
recognizes different perspectives and suggests some of their implications
The student:
begins to analyze concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories in a
limited way

1-2

begins to identify connections between information to make simple arguments
recognizes the origin and purpose of few sources/data as well as few values and limitations
of sources/data

0
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identifies different perspectives
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Language Acquisition
(English)
Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text
Descriptors
MYP 2

Achievement
levels

The student:
shows excellent understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details, and draws
conclusions

7-8

has excellent awareness of conventions
engages thoroughly with the spoken and visual text by identifying ideas, opinions and
attitudes, and by making a response to the text based on personal experiences and opinions
The student:
shows considerable understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details

5-6

has considerable awareness of basic conventions
engages considerably with the spoken and visual text by identifying most ideas, opinions
and attitudes, and by making a response to the text based on personal experiences and
opinions
The student:
shows some understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details, and draws
some conclusions

3-4

has some awareness of conventions
engages adequately with the spoken and visual text by identifying some ideas, opinions and
attitudes, and by making some response to the text based on personal experiences and
opinions
The student:
shows minimal understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details and is not
able to draw conclusions

1-2

0
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has limited understanding of conventions
engages minimally with the spoken and visual text by identifying few ideas, opinions and
attitudes; has difficulty making a response to the text based on personal experiences and
opinions
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2
The student:
shows excellent understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details, and draws
conclusions

7-8

clearly recognizes basic conventions including aspects of format and style, and author’s
purpose for writing
engages thoroughly with the written and visual text by identifying ideas, opinions and
attitudes, and by making a response to the text based on personal experiences and opinions
The student:
shows considerable understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details, and
draws conclusions

5-6

understands most basic conventions including aspects of format and style, and author’s
purpose for writing
engages considerably with the written and visual text by identifying most ideas, opinions and
attitudes, and by making a response to the text based on personal experiences and opinions
The student:
shows some understanding of information main ideas and supporting details and draws
some conclusions

3-4

understands some basic conventions including aspects of format and style, and author’s
purpose for writing
engages adequately with the written and visual text by identifying some ideas, opinions and
attitudes, and by making some response to the text based on personal experiences and
opinions
The student:
shows minimal understanding of information, main ideas and supporting details and is not
able to draw conclusions

1-2

0
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has limited understanding of basic conventions including aspects of format and style, and
author’s purpose for writing
engages minimally with the written and visual text by identifying few ideas, opinions and
attitudes; has difficulty making a response to the text based on personal experiences and
opinions
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2
The student:
responds in detail and appropriately to spoken, written and visual text

7-8

interacts confidently in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges
effectively expresses a wide range of ideas and feelings and communicates information in
familiar and some unfamiliar situations; ideas are relevant and opinions are supported
by examples and illustrations
communicates with an excellent sense of audience
The student:
responds appropriately to spoken, written and visual text

5-6

interacts considerably in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges
expresses ideas and feelings and communicates information in familiar and some unfamiliar
situations; ideas are relevant and detailed
communicates with a considerable sense of audience
The student:
responds to spoken, written and visual text, though some responses may be inappropriate

3-4

interacts to some degree in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges
expresses some ideas and feelings and communicates some information in familiar and
some unfamiliar situations; ideas are not always relevant or detailed
communicates with some sense of audience
The student:
makes limited attempt to respond to spoken, written and visual text; responses are often
inappropriate

1-2

interacts minimally in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges
expresses few ideas and feelings and communicates minimal information in familiar and
some unfamiliar situations

0
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communicates with a limited sense of audience
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Using language in spoken or written form
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2
The student:
writes/speaks effectively using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and
conventions accurately; occasional errors do not interfere with communication. When
speaking, uses clear pronunciation and excellent intonation, making communication easy

7-8

organizes information and ideas clearly, and uses a range of basic cohesive devices
accurately; there is a logical structure and cohesive devices add clarity to the
message
uses language effectively to suit the content
The student:
writes/speaks making good use of a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and
conventions generally accurately; when speaking, uses pronunciation and intonation with
some errors, though these do not interfere with comprehensibility

5-6
organizes basic information and ideas well, and uses a limited range of basic cohesive
devices accurately

3-4

1-2

usually uses language to suit the content
The student:
writes/speaks using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and conventions
with some inappropriate choices; when speaking, uses pronunciation and intonation with
some errors, some of which make understanding difficult
organizes some basic information and ideas, and uses a limited range of basic cohesive
devices not always appropriately
uses language to suit the content to some degree
The student:
has difficulty writing/speaking using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical structures and
conventions; when speaking, uses pronunciation and intonation with many errors, making
understanding difficult
organizes limited information, and basic cohesive devices are not used

0
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makes minimal use of language to suit the context
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Language & Literature
(Arabic)
Criterion A: Analyzing
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
provides perceptive identification and explanation of the content, context, language,
structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts thoroughly

7-8

provides perceptive identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on
an audience
gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough
explanations; uses accurate terminology
perceptively compares and contrasts features within and between genres and texts
The student:
provides substantial identification and explanation of the content, context, language,
structure, technique and style, and explains the relationships among texts

5-6

provides substantial identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on
an audience
sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples, and explanations; uses accurate
terminology
competently interprets similarities and differences in features within and between genres
and texts
The student:
provides adequate identification and explanation of the content, context, language, structure,
technique and style, and some explanation of the relationships among texts

3-4

provides adequate identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an
audience
justifies opinions and ideas with some examples and explanations, though this may not be
consistent; uses some terminology
interprets some similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts
The student:
provides minimal identification or explanation of the content, context, language, structure,
technique and style, and does not explain the relationships among texts
provides minimal identification and explanation of the effects of the creator’s choices on an
audience

1-2

rarely justifies opinions and ideas with examples or explanations; uses little or no
terminology
identifies few similarities and differences in features within and between genres and texts

0
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The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Organizing
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
makes sophisticated use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention
effectively

7-8

effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas
building on each other in a sophisticated way
makes excellent use of referencing and formatting tools to create an effective presentation style
The student:
makes competent use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention

5-6

organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each
other
makes competent use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style
suitable to the context and intention
The student:
makes adequate use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention

3-4

organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic
makes adequate use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style
suitable to the context and intention
The student:
makes minimal use of organizational structures, though these may not always serve the
context and intention

1-2

0
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organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic
makes minimal use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style that
may not always be suitable to the context and intention
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Producing text
Achievement
levels

7-8

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
produces text that demonstrates a high degree of personal engagement with the creative
process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity, and perceptive
exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
makes perceptive stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices,
demonstrating clear awareness of impact on an audience
selects extensive relevant details and examples to develop ideas with precision
The student:
produces text that demonstrates considerable personal engagement with the creative
process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity, and substantial
exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas

5-6

makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices,
demonstrating good awareness of impact on an audience
selects sufficient relevant details and examples to develop ideas

3-4

The student:
produces text that demonstrates adequate personal engagement with the creative process;
demonstrates some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity, and some exploration
and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
makes some stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating
adequate awareness of impact on an audience
selects some relevant details and examples to develop ideas
The student:
produces text that demonstrates limited personal engagement with the creative process;
demonstrates a limited degree of thought, imagination or sensitivity and minimal exploration
and consideration of new perspectives and ideas

1-2
makes minimal stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices,
demonstrating limited awareness of impact on an audience

0
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selects few relevant details and examples to develop ideas
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Using language
Achievement
levels

Descriptors MYP 2-3
The student:
effectively uses a range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of
expression
writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and
intention

7-8

uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and
communication is effective
spells/writes and pronounces with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and
communication is effective
makes effective use of appropriate non-verbal communication techniques
The student:
uses a varied range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression
competently
writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention

5-6

uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do
not hinder effective communication
spells/writes and pronounces with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do not hinder
effective communication
makes sufficient use of appropriate non-verbal communication techniques
The student:
uses an adequate range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of
expression
sometimes writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and
intention

3-4

uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with some degree of accuracy; errors sometimes
hinder communication
spells/writes and pronounces with some degree of accuracy; errors sometimes hinder
communication
makes some use of appropriate non-verbal communication techniques
The student:
uses a limited range of appropriate vocabulary and forms of expression
writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and
intention

1-2

uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with limited accuracy; errors often hinder
communication
spells/writes and pronounces with limited accuracy; errors often hinder communication

0
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makes limited and/or inappropriate use of appropriate non-verbal communication
techniques
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Mathematics
Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student is able to:
select appropriate mathematics when solving challenging problems in both familiar and
unfamiliar situations

7-8

apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving challenging familiar and
unfamiliar problems
generally solve challenging problems correctly
The student is able to:
select appropriate mathematics when solving challenging problems in familiar situations

5-6

apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving challenging familiar problems
generally solve challenging familiar problems correctly
The student is able to:
select appropriate mathematics when solving more complex problems in familiar situations

3-4

apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving more complex familiar problems
generally solve more complex familiar problems correctly
The student is able to:
select appropriate mathematics when solving simple problems in familiar situations

1-2

0
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apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving simple familiar problems
generally solve simple familiar problems correctly
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Investigating patterns
Achievement
levels
7-8

The student is able to:
select and apply mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover complex patterns
-describe patterns as relationships and/or general rules consistent with correct findings

5-6

verify and justify these relationships and/or general rules
The student is able to:
select and apply mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover complex patterns
-describe patterns as relationships and/or general rules consistent with findings

3-4

1-2
0
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Descriptors
MYP 2-3

verify these relationships and/or general rules
The student is able to:
apply mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover simple patterns
suggest relationships and/or general rules consistent with findings
The student is able to:
apply, with teacher support, mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover simple
patterns
state predictions consistent with patterns
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Communicating
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student is able to:
consistently use appropriate mathematical language
use different forms of mathematical representation to consistently present information
correctly

7-8

move effectively between different forms of mathematical representation
communicate through lines of reasoning that are complete and coherent
present work that is consistently organized using a logical structure
The student is able to:
usually use appropriate mathematical language
usually use different forms of mathematical representation to present information correctly

5-6

move between different forms of mathematical representation with some success
communicate through lines of reasoning that are clear although not always coherent or
complete
present work that is usually organized using a logical structure
The student is able to:
use some appropriate mathematical language

3-4

use different forms of mathematical representation to present information adequately
communicate through lines of reasoning that are able to be understood, although these are
not always clear
adequately organize information using a logical structure
The student is able to:
use limited appropriate mathematical language

1-2

0

35

use limited forms of mathematical representation to present information
communicate through lines of reasoning that are difficult to understand
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Applying mathematics in real-life contexts
Achievement
levels

7-8

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student is able to:
identify the relevant mathematical elements of the authentic real-life situation
-select adequate mathematical strategies to model the authentic real-life situation
-apply the selected mathematical strategies to reach a correct solution to the authentic reallife situation
explain the degree of accuracy of the solution

5-6

explain whether the solution makes sense in the context of the authentic real-life situation
The student is able to:
identify the relevant mathematical elements of the authentic real-life situation
-select adequate mathematical strategies to model the authentic real-life situation
-apply the selected mathematical strategies to reach a valid solution to the authentic real-life
situation
describe the degree of accuracy of the solution

3-4

1-2
0
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discuss whether the solution makes sense in the context of the authentic real-life situation
The student is able to:
identify the relevant mathematical elements of the authentic real-life situation
-select, with some success, adequate mathematical strategies to model the authentic reallife situation
-apply mathematical strategies to reach a solution to the authentic real-life situation
describe whether the solution makes sense in the context of the authentic real-life situation
The student is able to:
identify some of the mathematical elements of the authentic real-life situation
apply mathematical strategies to find a solution to the authentic real-life situation, with limited
success
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Physical & Health Education
Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
describes physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge

7-8

applies physical and health education knowledge to explain issues and solve problems set
in familiar and unfamiliar situations
applies physical and health terminology consistently and effectively to communicate
understanding
The student:
outlines physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge

5-6

applies physical and health education knowledge to describe issues and solve problems set
in familiar situations and suggest solutions to problems set in unfamiliar situations
applies physical and health terminology to communicate understanding
The student:
states physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge

3-4

identifies physical and health education knowledge to describe issues and to solve
problems set in familiar situations
applies physical and health terminology to communicate understanding
The student:
recalls physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge

1-2

0
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identifies physical and health education knowledge to outline issues and suggest solutions
to problems set in familiar situations
applies physical and health terminology to communicate understanding with limited
success
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Planning for performance
Achievement
levels
7-8

5-6

3-4

1-2
0
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Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
designs and explains a plan for improving physical performance and health
explains the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome
The student:
constructs and explains a plan for improving physical performance and health
describes the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome
The student:
constructs and outlines a plan for improving physical performance and health
outlines the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome
The student:
outlines a plan for improving physical performance and health
states the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Applying and performing
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student:
demonstrates and applies a range of skills and techniques

7-8

demonstrates and applies a range of strategies and movement concepts
outlines and applies information to perform effectively
The student:
demonstrates and applies skills and techniques

5-6

demonstrates and applies strategies and movement concepts
identifies and applies information to perform effectively
The student:
demonstrates and applies skills and techniques with limited success

3-4

demonstrates and applies strategies and movement concepts with limited success
identifies and applies information to perform
The student:
recalls and applies skills and techniques with limited success

1-2

0
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recalls and applies strategies and movement concepts with limited success
recalls and applies information to perform
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Reflecting and improving performance
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
levels

The student:
describes and demonstrates strategies that enhance interpersonal skills

7-8

outlines goals and applies strategies to enhance performance
explains and evaluates performance
The student:
outlines and demonstrates strategies that enhance interpersonal skills

5-6

identifies goals and applies strategies to enhance performance
outlines and evaluates performance
The student:
identifies and demonstrates strategies that enhance interpersonal skills

3-4

identifies goals to enhance performance
outlines and summarizes performance
The student:
identifies strategies that enhance interpersonal skills

1-2

0
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lists goals to enhance performance
summarizes performance
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Sciences
Criterion A: Knowing and understanding
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
levels
The student is able to:
describe scientific knowledge

7-8

apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set in familiar and
unfamiliar situations
analyze information to make scientifically supported judgments
The student is able to:
outline scientific knowledge

5-6

apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set in familiar situations
and suggest solutions to problems set in unfamiliar situations
interpret information to make scientifically supported judgments
The student is able to:
state scientific knowledge

3-4

apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set in familiar situations
apply information to make scientifically supported judgments
The student is able to:
recall scientific knowledge

1-2

0
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apply scientific knowledge and understanding to suggest solutions to problems set in
familiar situations
apply information to make judgments
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion B: Inquiring and designing
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
levels

The student is able to:
describe a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation
outline and explain a testable hypothesis using scientific reasoning

7-8
describe how to manipulate the variables, and describe how sufficient, relevant data will
be collected
design a complete and safe method in which he or she selects appropriate materials and
equipment
The student is able to:
outline a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation
outline and explain a testable hypothesis using scientific reasoning

5-6

outline how to manipulate the variables, and outline how sufficient, relevant data will be
collected
design a complete and safe method in which he or she selects appropriate materials and
equipment
The student is able to:
state a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation

3-4

outline a testable hypothesis using scientific reasoning
outline how to manipulate the variables, and state how relevant data will be collected
design safe method in which he or she selects materials and equipment
The student is able to:
state a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation, with limited success

1-2

state a testable hypothesis
state the variables

0
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design a method, with limited success
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion C: Processing and evaluating
Descriptors
MYP 2-3

Achievement
levels

The student is able to:
correctly collect, organize, transform and present data in numerical and/or visual forms
accurately interpret data and describe results using correct scientific reasoning

7-8

discuss the validity of a hypothesis based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
discuss the validity of the method based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
describe improvements or extensions to the method that would benefit the scientific
investigation
The student is able to:
correctly collect, organize, and present data in numerical and/or visual forms
accurately interpret data and describe results using scientific reasoning

5-6

outline the validity of a hypothesis based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
outline the validity of the method based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
outline improvements or extensions to the method that would benefit the scientific
investigation
The student is able to:
correctly collect and present data in numerical and/or visual forms
accurately interpret data and describe results

3-4

state the validity of a hypothesis based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
state the validity of the method based on the outcome of a scientific investigation
state improvements or extensions to the method that would benefit the scientific investigation
The student is able to:
collect and present data in numerical and/or visual forms
accurately interpret data

1-2

state the validity of a hypothesis with limited reference to a scientific investigation
state the validity of the method with limited reference to a scientific investigation

0
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state limited improvements or extensions to the method
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Criterion D: Reflecting on the impacts of science
Achievement
levels

Descriptors
MYP 2-3
The student is able to:
describe the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or
issue

7-8

discuss and analyze the implications of using science and its application to solve a specific
problem or issue, interacting with a factor
consistently apply scientific language to communicate understanding clearly and precisely
document sources completely
The student is able to:
summarize the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem or
issue

5-6

describe the implications of using science and its application to solve a specific problem or
issue, interacting with a factor
usually apply scientific language to communicate understanding clearly and precisely
usually document sources correctly
The student is able to:
outline the ways in which science is used to address a specific problem or issue

3-4

outline the implications of using science to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with
a factor
sometimes apply scientific language to communicate understanding
sometimes document sources correctly
The student is able to:
state the ways in which science is used to address a specific problem or issue

1-2

state the implications of using science to solve a specific problem or issue, interacting with a
factor
apply scientific language to communicate understanding, but does so with limited success

0
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document sources, with limited success
The student’s work does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors above.

Academic Honesty Policy

The Ramallah Friends Schools values academic honesty and upholds its quaker
values of truth and honesty in all endeavors it undertakes. The Academic Honesty
policy is revised regularly and the latest version can be found on the school
website of by simply clicking on the link below

Academic Honesty
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