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colleagues in Amman and New York, we
found ourselves in good company, with many
common challenges. But we were also able
to fine many answers.
Since May 2016 we have taken the
following steps to improve ToK:
1- IB Certified ToK workshop completed
online by principal in collaboration
with Fadi Abu Nimeh.
2- Consultation with Sue Bastian, a
seasoned ToK teacher, chief
assessor, and ToK consultant based
in New York.
3- A thorough reading of the ToK subject
report for the May 2016 session.
4- Consultation with other colleagues
who teach ToK at International
Amman Academy, and plans for a
joint workshop for FBS grade 12
students in February 2017.
5- A unified course outline for grade 11,
with unified exercises (sent to parents
October 5, 2016)
6- A midyear evaluation of our
experience in grade 11 with key
adjustments made to the materials
and how the course is taught to
become in effect beginning of second
semester January 24, 2017.
7- A unified essay guide for all grade 12
based on the consultations mentioned
above. (sent to student January 4,
2017 and can be found here
8- A unified set of notes for the
Prescribed Titles for the May 2017
session (shared in class or via email
with Grade 12 students).
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And we will be doing much more
including preparing students for ToK earlier
in their career, through ethics classes in
grades 6 to 10.
You might wonder, why has the
principal taken personal interest in teaching
ToK? Frankly, there are several reasons,
including previous experience in teaching a
similar class at the university level. But most
prominent of all reasons is that a teaching
principal possesses one of the best
diagnostic tools to assess academics,
and that is the classroom itself.
Since we are seriously committed to
the development and improvement of
academics, teaching a course that serves as
the common intellectual experience students
have in their DP years seemed to be a good
place to start.
Today, I am asking for your support. I
also request that you make sure that your
12th grader abides by the instructions sent to
them and that you encourage them to seek
our help. We are available to discuss the
titles, to answer questions, and to guide
them through this journey.
Parents of grade 12 students a follow
up letter will be sent to you in the coming few
days to address specific issues facing your
children in ToK.
Dr. Riyam Kafri
Upper School Principal
ToK Teacher
rkafri@rfs.edu.ps
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