it of the Place
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Education provides revolutionary minds with a stepping
stone to the real world. Therefore, the role of education
in a society is highly significant. The Ramallah Friends
School is an example of how the implementation of
effective education can provide a society with the sweet
fruits of positive change. The Friends School empowers
its students to expand the horizons of their knowledge
in order for them to become active participants in the
development and transformation of their societies.
Through promoting creative thinking and open-
mindedness, the RFS encourages its students to question
authorities and to think about ways to improve our society
and its structural functioning. The school’s challenging
yet flexible educational system develops its students’
perspective on worldwide and local issues. As a result,
the school ensures that its students integrate well with
our society and the international community as well. For
example, it encourages its students to learn about their
heritage, to participate in the olive picking season, and
to visit and donate to local charities. In addition, the RFS
recently raised $54,000 for books to UNRWA schools in
Gaza as part of its social responsibility.

The RFS provides its students with sufficient academic
qualifications to help them pursue higher education in
top universities locally and abroad. The RFS plants the
seed of commitment and devotion towards Palestine
in its students at a young age. Therefore, it focuses on
educating its students on the importance of studying
abroad, and returning to Palestine to steer the path of
development for their country. Mr. Farouk Shami is one
among many successful Friends School graduates who
continued their higher education abroad, but cares to
develop Palestine economically and to invest in it.

The Ramallah Friends School realizes the importance of
providing its students with a diverse learning environment
in order to form the very backbone of our society.

Samer Shehadeh
Clerk - RFS Board of Trustees

Ramallah Friends School
Board of Trustees are:
Executive members:
Samer Shehadeh — cierk
Joyce Ajlouny '
Samir Hulieleh

Issa Kassis

Dina Masri

Hashim Shawwa

Marwan Tarazi

Staff Representatives:
Jeries Abu El-Etham
Mahmoud Amra
Kenneth Hulslander
Frieda Khayyat

Samia Rafidi

Ramzi Shaheen




FROM THE DIRECTOR

As seen from the lovely pictures in this book,
another colorful year has passed with so much to
be proud of. Student accomplishments have been
remarkable not only on the academic front but the
extra-curricular. | will use this space to share with
you some things that the school administration and
Board of Trustees have accomplished this year. Some
major school accomplishments include the PALMUN
Club’s successful organizing and convening of a very
successful conference and as a result won the USAID/
ASHA Public Diplomacy Award for 2015 and the FGS
raising over $60,000 for books to send to Gaza schools.

On a different note, we have been very excited to see
our commercial project underway. The street front
space adjacent to the outdoor football field is finally
being built. This was following many years of planning
to ensure the right business decisions are made. The
project was finally completed through a competitive
Build-Operate-Transfer agreement with Mr. Farouk
Shami. The Commercial project will support the school
endowment and operational budget and is scheduled
to be operational in 2016.

Additionally, the Board of Trustees has been busy
with new recruitments. The Board established a new
position of Dean of Academics and appointed Ms.
Nancy Sanderson Swartz to take on the job in May
2015. Additionally the Principal position of the Lower
School will have to be filled as we bid farewell to Dr.
Ken Hulslander who served his students diligently for
two years. Ken will be sincerely missed.

This year also, we saw
the beginnings of our
Volunteer Program start
to take shape. Our Friend-
in-Residence, Elizabeth
Todd has completed her
second year with us and
we are very pleased that S o

she decided to stay a third. f;:;"‘;’i fi;ffsbfa gﬁfé;cﬁafii dfeffg
One of Elizabeth’s tasks iSt0 yrouen the FUM website or
recruit Quaker volunteers on Amazon.com.  Because its
from the us, who will serve publishing costs.were secured by
the school In a mulitude e T e
of ways, depending ©ON Res swudent Financial Aid Fund.
their skills and the school The book is sold for 535 and is in
needs. This year, the school fia¥a eouER

recruited four volunteers,

one of them, Sam Saxton, stayed the entire school
year. Elizabeth is working with the Director and
FUM to ensure more volunteers are being recruited
and supported in service of RFS and ensuring a very
meaningful experience for themselves. We are very
grateful for that.

Speaking of volunteers... When Betsy Brinson and
Gordon Davies arrived from Richmond, Virginia in
2009 to volunteer with us for one year, we certainly

did not anticipate the result. Through their readings of
school history Betsy and Gordon noticed that the school
history has been mainly written from the perspective
of the American Quakers who served the school.
Not much has been documented that explored the
experiences and perspectives of Palestinians who have
studied or served the school. In addition, we felt that
the beautiful old and new school pictures needed to be
shared widely. Hence the ideas emerged to work on a
book that combined both the pictures and the 52 unique
oral history accounts. Sumoud: Images and Voices of
the Ramallah Friends School was finally published in
late 2014! While a delightful read of funny, tragic, and
life-changing experiences, Sumoud is also an important
literary publication that colorfully records our precious
history for generations to come. My hope is that this
book will serve to further confirm the remarkable impact
that the Ramallah Friends School has had on the lives
of its students, teachers and the community at large
throughout nearly one and half century of resilient and
profound service.

Next on the Board’s agenda.. 1) strategic planning
process to commence in the Fall 2) completing and
furnishing the Middle School Building, training teachers
and moving 6th grade to the upper school campus in the
Fall of 2016.

Have a wonderful summer - students, teachers, staff
and parents alike -- and see you at the end of August.

Joyce Ajlouny
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Inas Saffarin;

Bipury Chief Acwuumnt

Namour Sulaiman

Accountant
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Facility ENGINEER

nirector's Office

Guiding Principles & School Projects

The main aim of RFS projects is to utilize the school spaces (internal and external) for the benefit of educational development.
There are three main principles that the Facility Department employs in its work: environmental sustainability, accessibility
and safety, and up-to-date technology to support the learning process. Aesthetics is also significant in an educational
setting such as our school. These principles govern present and future projects.

It has been a busy year for the Facilities Department. The Middle School construction started by the end of December
2014, and is expected to be completed in 8 months. Parallel to construction, the design and tendering of Middle School
furniture began in April 2015. The new Middle School building project was designed to be environmentally sustainable,
accessible for the disabled, and be capable of accommodating up-to-date technology. Elements such as natural lighting and
air circulation, photovoltaic cells, environmental landscape elements and greenery are part of the design. We cleaned two
rain water wells this year and built a green house to replace the one lost in last year’s snowstorm. It is worth mentioning
that FBS has 5 wells with a total capacity 2500m?. This huge amount of water will cover gardening as well as the school's
sanitary facilities in the future.

Various improvements make the school more accessible and safer. We improved the indoor fire fighting system (installing
fire hose cabinets upgrading CO, extinguishers, and electrical safety in all buildings ). A wooden ramp for the science building
main entrance and new handrails around campus increase accessibility for our special needs students. We continue to
increase lighting capacity inside class rooms. We have also installed a lighting system for the outdoor basketball court, and
will design a signage system with maps and arrows to guide visitors around campus. We have also completed renovation
on the science building, installed a technology lab in cooperation with Al Naizak, upgraded two science class rooms, and
inaugurated a new computer room. As the school year draws to a close, we are working on furnishing two arts studios,
rehabilitating science labs, upgrading the lighting and sound system of the Totah Auditorium, installing a wireless system
for the whole school and furnishing the new multimedia lab. All these improvements will help facilitate student learning .

Farhat yousef

Facility Manager
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The year of “first times”

| can still remember my first day at the Friends School, fourteen
years ago.

Kindergarten: new people, new places, and many other crying
kids like me.

The following school years were as similar as they were different
from each other. Monday chapels, open days, bonfires, year book
photos, white gifts’ bake sales, school trips, mid-term exams, and
much more. Even though these were repeated every year, we still
had this sense of excitement and expectancy each time.

But in 2014-2015, senior year, gears were shified.

This year, the first day of school was our last first day of school.
We entered the school gates with confidence; | think we had been
there long enough to do so. We were determined and ready to
make this year a year to remember.

This excitement didn’t last longer than the homeroom when the
teachers startled us with tests, internals’ deadlines, and home-
work. Yes, we were IB students and even though it was our first
day of school, we were already running out of time.

The routine of this year was different and stressful, but vibrant.
The headline of this year would be the “Year of First Times.”

For the first time this year, we had extra free classes that we actu-
ally studied in.

For the first time this year, we spent our breaks as seniors all to-
gether.

For the first time this year, our hot topic was universities’ accep-
tances and rejections.

For the first time this year, we took the TOEFL, IELTS, and SATs.

For the first time this year, we were making jokes about chemistry,
bioclogy, and math.

And in those “first times”, we were making the best of our time and
savoring the sweetest memaries.

Here we are, at the end of our 12-year journey through the Friends
School. We started this journey with unreasonable tears. We say
our farewells also with tears, but this time, with reason.

The tears of pride in an educational institution that made us who
we are today. The tears of grief for parting from home and a fam-
ily that always embraced us. The tears of relief for finishing one
of the most difficult yet unforgettable chapters in our educational
journeys.

As I'm writing this and thinking about the bittersweet ending, I'm
trying to stop the thoughts racing through my mind. I look now at
the first day of university | will be experiencing.

1 won't see any of the faces I'm used to seeingf or the past 12 years.
I won’t be welcomed by Ustaz Mahmoud and Ustaz Jeries.

I' won't line up in the schoolyard with my new classmates and meet
my homeroom teacher.

And as I'm fighting these anxieties and trying to be positive, I'm
thinking about the Friends School, the intangible entity with its val-
ues, administration, staff, and students. The Friends School is the
reason for what we are today: responsible, independent, open-
minded, free thinkers pulling ourselves from the deepest cores of
abyss into the sparkling light of the future.

As I'm drowning in these concerns, | think about each and every
one of you, my beloved family. | now profoundly believe that you
will all shine in your own careers and life paths with the education
and ethics the Friends School armed us with.

As I'm eliminating these fears, I'm hoping that as far and diverse as
our paths may be, we will still look back and glorify this mesmer-
izing experience.

Diala Shaheen
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Senior year loading...

It would be fair to say that time flies, metaphorically of course.

As junior year comes to its peripheral point, the outskirts of
the end...It’s difficult for us to accept that we're one step away
from beginning our own journeys.

Junior year was a major reality check, and it’s difficult for us
to acknowledge that in a few months we will embark on a
different expedition which will be the starting path of our lives.

Junior year was a memorable year, and the concept that our
countdown has begun is difficult to assimilate.

Dina Safarini
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The journey of eighth grade was one of the funniest of all. Some of the most
hilarious activities we did as a group were the Back-to-school Party and
Winter Party. All of our classmates had fun dancing together and getting
to know each other more. Most importantly, the times we had hanging
out together were a delight to all. Despite the postponement of the school
field trip, we finally had the time of our lives barbecuing and having water
fights in the rain together. The time we had in the bus was the best of all;
dancing, laughing, singing, and joking filled the air. Above all, the love we
shared as a class was spectacular.

Xena Maayah
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On October 292014, | was
lucky to join five more of my
classmates to visit the Bed-
ouins. Well, it was a major
experience for me to see
the Bedouins closer. | have
to admit that the Bedouins
live a really tough life, Their
life is like Nadia’s in the sto-
ry we learned this year in
our English Language class,
Nadia the Willful. Though
it was the place where the
Bedoeuins live that we had in
mind the whole time, it was
the stories of the Bedouins
which got our attention dur-
ing our stay! At the end of
our visit, we came back to
our school with lots of sto-
ries to tell. It was an expe-
rience none of us will ever
forget,

Aya Ghozzi
7th (A)










We started that activity with hope and happiness; it was really a fun and nice activity to make our
spelling better. It started on October 2™ 2014, some of the students were really excited to be the first
spellers in the challenge, there were 5 participants and 10 words to go, and we had a champion. Every
Thursday we did that and at the end we had 3 champions from every class. They had long time to study
the Spelling Bee words, and they had the Spelling Bee as a result. The day of the Spelling Bee came, it
was very organized, the parents were proud of their children, and happy for what they did. The chal-
lenge started, the judges started spelling the words, and the students got up from their chairs and
spelled the words. Finally, we had the winners of 2014! The Spelling Bee is the best thing we could do
to LEARN and it’s a creative way to teach. All the thanks go to Mrs. Samah who prepared the Spelling
Bee activity and organized it well.

Yara Barghouthy/7th(C)




Bedouin article

learning life skills that benefit students’ studies

Activities are not solely about what the score is, how many wins or losses are attained dur-
ing a season, or what place is won at a competition. They provide and instruct students
with lessons that will last them a lifetime.

For the fifth year, the seventh graders have the benefit of going through an experience
which has always enriched their intercultural awareness and helped them learn character-
building lessons that they can apply to their study habits and to their lives, Six students
were chosen from the seventh grade to visit, explore and learn about Bedouin life at Arab
Al-Jahalin School. The six students basically represented all their 7" grade classmates. The
visit took place on the 29" of October, 2014. This year, the students were not only linking
between the visit and the English Literature text book, they were learning life!

Academically, this yearly visit can teach the students analytical skills and creative problem
solving skills since they have to think creatively to successfully design a model of the desert
which can help them understand the setting of their story Nadia the willful.

Our seventh graders were privileged to welcome some of the Bedouin students who visited
our school, shared some of their experiences, and played a football game with our students
as a way to show how Palestinians from different cultures can be one hand!

With no doubt, such activities offer opportunities for students to learn the values of team-
work, individual and group responsibility, physical strength and endurance, competition,
diversity, and a sense of culture and community. Best of all, they provide a channel for
reinforcing the lessons learned in the classroom, offering students the opportunity to ap-
ply academic skills in a real-world context, and are thus considered part of a well-rounded
education.

Thanks to the FBS administration who continues their support of different activities since
they clearly benefit the students’ academic achievement. Special Thanks to the Right to
Play Project that supported this effort and made it a reality for the fifth year in a row!

Mrs. Samah Hussein
Mr. Anan Barghouthy
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FBS Third Annual
Spelling Bee

It goes beyond doubt that spelling |
is a challenge and that the correct e
spelling of words affects academic ‘
success. Students at school are fre-

quently assessed on their skills in writ-

ten language. It is considered a strong

indication of their intelligence and will impact on their
exam results.

| have noticed as a teacher that when children struggle with
spelling, they write less because it takes them longer to express
themselves on paper. This means they do not get the oppor-
tunity to practice writing to the extent that better spellers do.
Teachers mark them down and their self-esteem suffers.

For the third year in a row | have taken the spelling in the broad-
er perspective. Every Thursday, five different students would be
chosen to spell ten to fifteen words related teo a certain topic in
their English textbook. The winner that day would compete with
four more the next week. By the end of two months we ended
up having nine winners. As a way to encourage the students
who could reach it to the finals, FBS conducted its third Spelling
Bee on Monday, 8th of December, at 2.00 PM. Nine students
competed against each other as teams of three representing 7th
C who came in third place, 7th B in second place, and 7th A who
was crowned the winner of the year 2014/2015. Just as the win-
ners of 2013 and 2014, this year’s students excelled with their
self-esteem, confidence, spelling capabilities, communication
skills, and interpersonal skills.

Special thanks to the judges, parents, seventh grade students
and my colleagues at FBS who made this event possible!

Mrs. Samah Hussein
English Language teacher

A competition is not only about
winning or losing, but the thrill of
actually taking part in one.

| am lucky to have been part of several competitions, this
year’s heing an extraordinary one. | watched how kids anx-
iously awaited for that one word before a big silent audience.
I was delighted to see how their faces lifted up and brightened
out of the shadow of anguish, waiting for that word to relieve
them of the one million pounds of dread. «Correct!» | would
say, and there stood before me a student overcome with the
joy of triumph.

But that, I'm sure, did not come easily to them.

There had been sleepless nights of preparations, and then
the day came. | said a word. It fell like a thunderbolt on the
ears. Then there was silence.

“Incorrect!”

It wasn’'t easy for me to see that face full of disappointment,
the student sitting amongst his/her friends who rushed to
console their peer. In the end, all words were said. There
were jubilant outbursts from friends, contestants, parents
and cnlookers. Then there were the sighs. The scores were
counted and the most exciting moment came—who had
won, who had lost. | believe they all triumphed; they were
all hard workers. What delighted me the most, however, was
the thrill—alive and shining and that...that is what makes it
waorth being part of a competition.

Maher Shalabi
English Language teacher
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What a pleasure it has been to work with you
and get to know you this year!

You are a bright and talented group of individ-
uals. | admire your creativity and the ways that
you challenge yourselves. The diversity of your
skills, interests, and experiences has made it
especially fun for me to explore opportunities
for the future with you, and | am excited about
the prospects ahead for each of you.

Preparing for university is a demanding pro-
cess. There are the countless concrete tasks of
your senior year, and you've proven yourselves
capable both of completing IB requirements
and of managing applications, standardized
tests, and admissions essays. Collectively, you
have submitted applications to over 400 differ-
ent universities in more than 15 countries.

But there are also the more abstract require-
ments of imagining your future and, as best
you can, committing to a path that will effec-

tively lead you to that future. This takes cour-
age, hard work, and at times, the ability to
weigh and negotiate multiple interests and
obligations. Here, too, you have shown that
you can be bold, navigate some complex
choices, and trust yourselves.

As you transition from the Friends School into
your new communities — academic or profes-
sional, both here and around the world — |
challenge you to hold yourselves to high stan-
dards of conduct, critical thought, and ser-
vice to others. These are the characteristics
that will distinguish you, that will equip you
as leaders, and that will support your success
no matter what profession you have chosen.
You are well-prepared, and | am eager to see
what you achieve. | am proud to know you,
and | look forward to hearing of your future
successes.

[ wish you all the best!

Bethany Jerome
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Model United Nations (MUN) is an educational
extracurricular program that simulates the nature
and activities conducted at the United Nations. In this
academic competition the most excelling students
from high schools and colleges around the world get
the opportunity to learn about the United Nations
and its internal mechanism and regulations, as well
as international law, treaties and the art of diplomacy.

On the personal level, the MUN program is the perfect
place for students to improve their public speaking
skills, research and writing techniques, critical think-
ing and debating skills. In addition, the nature of the

The Fourth Annual
PAlestinian Model
United Nations Conference

TEARING DOWN
WALLS &
Security Council ‘t

(SC)

program fosters the spirit of teamwork, group leader-
ship and lobbying. As delegates, students are assigned
countries from around the world or an international
organization such WHO (World Health Organization)
or ICJ (International Court of Justice). Each delegate
is then assigned to a committee where they have to
research and present the position of the country they
are representing as well as form and amend resolu-
tions with other delegates in their committee.

After four consecutive and successful years, the MUN
program has become a cornerstone of the academic
and social life at the Friends Boys School. As a club,
we continuously strive for excellence and aim to en-
gage the largest number of deserving students in the
program and its activities. Every year we grant stu-
dents who pass the selection process the opportunity
to participate in international conferences around the
world. This year we succeeded in sending five groups
to Jordan, Greece, Holland and Turkey. The second
part of the club’s role is to organize our annual local
Palestinian Model United Nation Conference (Pal-
MUN) where we host schools from around Palestine
and abroad. This year the PalMUN hosted schools




from Palestine and Jordan.

The club this year is sad-
dened to be losing the
invaluable presence and
energy of Miss Olivia Gru-
gan after a long excellent
journey with the club and
the school. Having said
that, next year we will con-
tinue the legacy and grow
together as a club and future
delegates. We are looking
forward to welcoming a
new MUN board that will

have big shoes to fill and
mostly looking forwardto &
welcoming our new del-
egates for 2015-2016.

Amer Natsheh
MUN Advisor
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. The Roles of |
# Artists in the
Community

What does it mean to be an artist? What is the role of the artist in a community? This year students of the 7 and 9% grade tried to find an answer
to these questions by drawing pictures of the situation in Gaza. They learned how an artist should use his skills and artworks to create an impact
the world around him. We need peace! We are looking for peace! We live for peace! We die for peace! This is the main message and idea that the
pictures of the students were trying to convey. Time changes the situation and conditions around us, but pictures and photographs capture these
moments of time and save them for us as a part of our history. This wasn't the first project about peace that our students were engaged in this
year. Thisiyear, our school participated for the first time in the “International Peace Quilt” project. In this project, students drew their expression
of peace and supported it with a small essay. Ten of the best worlés of the students of 7" and 9% grade were sent to England to be evaluated by
an international committee. The picture made by Jenan and Marwa Afaneh was chosen to represent Palestine in the International Peace Quilt,
which will be displayed during the Olympic Games of 2016 in Rio. Over 200 schools around the world participated in this amazing project, and
now a picture made by our students will be a part of the Quilt along the pictures of other international students. We at Friends School are proud
that we raised our students to be internationally minded people who want and can create a more peaceful world.

During this year, our students also participated in the work of the American advocacy group “MillennialVoice for Peace”, which brings together
participants from 50 states in America and displays their artworks that focus on the theme of peace. Our school supports this project because
just by joining hands together, we can make peace in Palestine one step closer to reality.

Furthermore, in this school year, our students not only participated in different art projects, they also studied in detail different art techniques,
used different art materials, and combined all their knowledge to create beautiful final artworks. 7" grade students went through the experience
of working with water colors and oil pastel as they tried to explore their emotions from listening to music and use that to create art compositions
based on the early 20* century art movements of Neo-Impressionism and Fauvism.

Our 9" grade students explored their love and appreciation towards history and culture of Palestine as they created their composition “Street of
an Arab City” using charcoal in 1-point perspective. To make their works unique, students took photographs of different architectural elements
of the Arab and Palestinian Culture to capture the surrounding environment.

Studying the principle of perspective, analyzing and understanding the art movement of Cubism (which is based on the rejecting the ideas of
1-point perspective) helped students notice the features of Cubism around them: in furniture, fashion, musical compositions, poetry and differ-
ent architectural structures. Who knows, maybe after 10 years we can see in Ramallah unique buildings designed in Cubism style by our students.

| think this year was very successful and extraordinary. it taught our students to look at objects or situations in life from different aspects and
points of view. All this knowledge will help the students be more creative and open minded, not only inside the art class, but in their life in general.

Galina Barghouti
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