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The Friends School of Ramallah and El-Bireh strives to be a leading educational institution in the
Palestinian community. The Lower School (FGS) and the Upper School (FBS) were founded in 1869
and 1901 respectively, for the purpose of offering Palestinian youth a rigorous program guided by
principles of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). Central to Quaker education is a vitality which
comes from being a living expression of a religious life. A Friends School education seeks to promote

a constant search for God to all human situations, and to cultivate ethical, moral and spiritual values.

The Friends School is committed to:

‘1. Excellence in education: Quaker education calls for high academic standards and a
willingness to experiment with new methadology and curricula.

2. Developing the whole person: Quaker education is committed to helping each member
of the school community realize his or her physical, mental, spiritual and social potential. It

recognizes that every person is different, with varying abilities, which must be developed

to the fullest extent possible,

3. Helping each person recognize her or his responsibility to society: Quaker education is
committed to helping each person recognize her or his responsibility as a caring member of
the school, community, nation and global family where “each lives for the other and all live
for God."The Schools are committed to nurturing character traits such as integrity, simplicity,
honesty, cooperation and compassion. The Schools believe in and encourage freedom of
thought and expression. They expect, however, that this freedom be enjoyed with a full sense
of responsibility. Quaker education advocates non-violence as a viable option for resolving
conflictin every aspect of life. These values are best learned through example and practice as

students, teachers, parents, workers and administrators interact with each other.

4. Equality: Quaker education believes that all people are equal before God regardless of gender,

creed, culture, color or social status. Quaker education in Palestine has focused from the
beginning on the education of women to develop their potential and realize their opportunity
to be equal members of their community. Quaker education is built on the belief that “all are
children of God" and that within each person “there is that of God to be nurtured”

Itis upon this foundation that Friends Schools'students grow to be strong and sensitive members of

their families, their community and the world in which they live.




Truth: To be honest and truthful in all that we say and do.

Simplicity: To live simply is not to buy what we do not need or cannot Afford. This
challenge is based on the principle of leading of a life free of unnecessary luxury. This
relates to the proper stewardships of the world’s resources, conserving those resources,
valuing them and using them when required and only necessity.

Peace:to fully maintain our witness that war and the seeds of war are inconsistent with our
understanding of the love of God. To acknowledge in our lives those emotions, attitudes
and prejudices which lie at the roots of destructive conflict.

Equality: To behave towards others as we would expect others to behave toward us.
Tolerance: To respect the diversity among us in our lives and relationships. We should not
be afraid of disagreement and should not let any disagreement. Cause us to behave badly
toward another but accept it as an example of our diversity.

Service: To take the fullest opportunity as it arises for the use of

our gifts in the service of God and the community. We should

be guided by God’s will for us and attend to what love

requires of us.

Creativity: To live our lives in such a way that we are open to inspiration and new ideas
which challenge the way we think and act. There is inspiration to be found all around us,
in the natural world, in the sciences and the arts, in our work and in our friendships, in
our sorrows as well as our joys. We should also approach all new ideas with discernment
seeking to enrich and understand our lives together in all that we do.

Discipline: To be disciplined and respectful in our behavior towards other and in the
exercise of our responsibility toward our family and community. To respect our bodies
knowing that we are God's Creation.

Justice: We seek to promote a sense of belonging and group responsibility particularly
when disruptive behavior in the classroom, corridors or playground occurs or when

behavior that damages good relationships between people needs correction.
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D rincgpal's Letter

Little did | imagine that when | arrived at the Friends Girls School in August, 2011, lwould find students
possessing such a high degree of self-confidence and enthusiasm for learning. It's not unusual to
see expressions of joy in learning among elementary students in schools the world over. Cur|05|ty,
imagination, and creativity abound at this stage in the development of their personalities. FGS students,
however, stand out for what | see as a strong belief in their abilities to excel. Why would this be so?
It seems plausible that the high level of motivation among FGS students has something to do with
the Occupation. When resistance to an Oppressing regime becomes an attribute of culture over time,
development of personality benefits in ways unseen in societies that are free of oppression. In my
own country, we Dutch have a saying: Wie niet sterk is moet slim zijn ("Deprived of strength, one must
be smart and intelligent”). Among our student population, | observe children undaunted in their
determination to succeed. Such positive resolve, however, is also a function of the dedication of their
teachers.
| quickly learned that FGS teachers care deeply about their students, Many of them Friends School
| graduates themselves, they have a stake in continuing a tradition of excellence in education. If
teachers perform well in their jobs, should it surprise us when this high level of motivation rubs off
on their students? A similar observation can be made about parents, many of whom are also Friends
School graduates.
Parentsjoin teachers in guarding the quality of education at The Friends School, ensuring that standards
remain in safe hands. There is no escaping of responsibility for students; they face and must meet the
high expectations of their parents and teachers. FGS parents and teachers form the twin dynamics of

a robust and vigorous Palestinian institution. FGS students benefit.

These thoughts flow through my mind on a warm spring Sunday morning as | sit on the balcony of the

| FGS building, with the Palestinian flag fluttering in the breeze. Earlier this morning, | heard the bells
| toll, and now the call to prayer reaches my ears. | look up and high above me eagles soar in the deep
blue sky. Somehow [ detect harmony between these visual and auditory sensations and my thoughts,

and | feel privileged to be here. | look forward to continue offering my help and support to the school.

Dr. Hendrik Taatgen
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Every year comes with new challenges and only with faith and perseverance life goes
on. As educators, we have got into the habit of giving and giving all our lives. We are
candles that melt slowly to enlighten the paths of the new generations. We enhance
the skills of the students, equip them with knowledge and empower each and every
one of them as we believe in the uniqueness of every individual who will later serve the
community in their own way.

As a graduate of the Friends Schoal, an administrator of the school, and a mother of
children attending the same school, | beljeve that the Friends School has stood asa

sturdy pillar in Ramallah and Palestine. In spite of all the difficult circumstances that

the area has gone through, this pillar swayed Wi‘tﬁ the wind and has never bent or

broken supported by its qualified and dedicated workers. It has continued to graduate
generations who have become decision makers in their community and even in the
international community.

The Friends mission is perpetual. It has to continue providing the new generations with
its quality education. We need to see more critical thinkers, life-long learners, problem-
solvers, decision- makers, trustworthy individuals who are there for their people and
serving their cause. Surely, with the dedicated teams of employees and workers, we can

overcome all challenges and fulfill these goals.

Frieda Dahdah Khayat
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Dear Students and Parents,

Rima, a former Friends School parent and a 1970’
graduate of the FGS, irritably approached me during
Open Day this year with her serious concern as to
why we had “ruined her school” Her accusation
took me by surprise and | was curious to know what
exactly she meant by this very harsh statement. As
it turns out, she was not too pleased with the new
landscaping works completed this year between
the main FGS entrance and the basketball field. She
wanted her school to remain unchanged, she later
explained. While | felt the same nostalgic sentiments and appreciated the reasons for
her agony (since this is my old school too), | also knew that at some point in time, some
things are bound to change. Our campuses are growing beautifully with old spaces
regenerated and new ones created. This growth is however also matched by an evolution
in our thinking, an advancement in our pedagogy and a revival of our passion to serve
our students who continue to exceed our expectations on so many fronts.

We are veryfortunate this year to witness many new and exciting advancements at FGS.

First and foremost, our new Principal, Dr. Hendrik Taatgen, arrived in August bringing
with him new ideas and experiences that he immediately put to work. It didn’t take Dr.
Hendrik long to fit right in thanks also to the warm welcome he received from students,
staff and parents alike. The impact of his energy and commitment quickly rubbed off on
our teachers who worked hard to introduce new learning methodologies. Moreover,
the FGS enjoyed a partially completed building with the Upper KG students using
new classrooms. The first floor was completed thanks to a generous grant from the
German organization KFW and implemented through UNDP. We hope that the entire
building, along with a new multipurpose hall, will be completed by the beginning of
the upcoming school year, thanks to the generous support of the Arab Fund for Social
and Economic Development (through PECDAR).

Meanwhile and with all these physical or academic changes and many more, some
things at the FGS do in fact remain unchanged - just as Rima desires. This, | will leave
for our students to contemplate and answer.

Joyce Ajlouny
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Ramallah Friends School Boa

rd of Trustees

The Board of Trustees of the Friends School works hard Every year to ensure that the needs

and expectations of students,
budgeting, we find ourselves
parents. As a non-profit school
that everyone realizes that the
decision we make.

parents, teachers and staff are met. Often during the time of
trying to balance out the needs of staff and expectations of
this is a very difficult balancing act to achieve. | hope however,
Board has their and the school’s interest at the heart of every

I am grateful for all BoT members who continue to take time off their very busy schedules to
meet, discuss and make decisions on very important matters, This year the Board of Trustees
formed a committee comprising various senior staff members and worked on developing a
simple yet very useful strategic plan. The BoT’s Finance Committee worked together with the

FUM team on getting the upc
budgets and finalized financial
occasions to ensure discussion

oming commercial building project off the ground, reviewed
statements. The BoT’s Academic Committee alsomet on several
is happening and action is taken on many pressing issues. The

BoT will continue to work closely with all involved to ensure that our school continues to [ead
the way for value-led educational excellence in Palestine.

Samer Shehadeh, BoT Clerk

Ramallah Friends School| Boa
Board Executive

rd Members: Staff Representatives Board Members
Jeries Abu El-Etham

« Varsen Aghabekian: Academic Committee Mahmoud Amra
+ Joyce Ajlouny: FUM Rep, Building, Academic  Samar lzzat

& Finance Committee
« Cairo Arafat: Academic & Bui
Committee

» Samir Huleileh: Finance & By
Committee

Frieda Khayyat
lding Ruba Nasser

Hendrik Taatgen
ilding

« Issa Kassis: Finance & Building Committee
« Dina Nasir: Parent Rep, Academic

Committee

« Samer Shehadeh: Clerk, Finance & Building

Committee

Honorary Board Members
Mr. Khaldoun Tabari
Ms. Hala Jayousi Malhas
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Dr. Hendrik Taatgen Frieda Khayat Duha Al-Masri Stepahnie Cole
Principal Deputy Principal Academic Head Academic Head

Samia Rafidi Sama Nasser Hadeel Qawas
Admin. Assistant / Procurement Officer Finance Officer Secretary

English Dept.

Linda Khalaf Megan Leary

pE Dept.

Rania Abu Amouneh Reem Dajani

Malvina Sudah Saad Rasas
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Librarian Counselor Math Dpept.

Tala Karkar

" Adele Jaraiseh
English Teacher

Arabic Dept.

Sabira Abu Nassar Maisoun Elian

Science Dept.
Learning Support Dept.

Nuha Ackall Rula AL-Hayek

Salma Khalidi Rana Mustaklem
Coordinator

Amana Fawadleh Rene Tayeh Bian Ehmidate Nadia Freij ‘

ﬁf‘\‘!f‘\)f\\f‘\\(‘\\f\lf\l{"ﬂf‘If\w(’“‘uf’"-\(“"lf""lf"'1f‘|("»lf"'w|f‘-f("‘\f‘-|f"l/""-‘f"!r"‘r-f“-f"uf"nf"\f“‘--f“\'(“uf'\




Dima Aklcawi

Second Grade

Maisa Sandoka Wafa Nimer Salwa Al Ahwal

Teacher Assistant

First Grade

Georgette Lada’a

Nariman Tanous Sandy Halteh
Teacher Assistant

Religion Dept. Computer

Salim Zughayyer Georgina Bosheh
IT Manager



Preschool

Amal Shabaneh

Rola Noubani

Ruba Nasser Salma Judeh Toleen Abu- Ghosh
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Isas dildish Sariia Badran Jumana Sakakini Tatyana Starovounova

Nurse Social Studies Dept.

Sawsan Hamarsheh Jumana Khayat Miraj Othman

Daycare

Lilian Al Ahwal Majeda Khoury Montaha Freij
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F.G.S. Supporting Staff

Inshirah Loulou Zainab Ejel Naijla Ejel




Congratulations
2011 - 2012









Nora Sadeddin

Shahd Sawalhi

Yazan Khatib
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" AdamKhaldi . Aida Al-Shawa

' BasilNasir Celine Maayeh

 DanyaDahadha  Dara Al- Dajani

LailaAtta ~  LaythBhaisi




Nataly Joma»a Nizar Abu-Shararah

Taleen Toubassi Yara Abu Khadijeh




Ahmad Khairi - Cessar Andoni

Hanadei Haj- Yassin Haya Zarf




Salma Moussa Sandy Salameh Sara El- Khatib

Yasmin Al- Najjar Yazan Habayeb
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WOW, time goes fast. | can’t believe that tomorrow
is my birthday and | am turning 32 years old. |
remember when | was in sixth grade; | couldn't wait
to finish school, but now | know how enjoyable it
was and | should not have been in such a hurry to
finish.

As everybody knows, we each choose a different
path in life, and | chose to be a psychologist. |
recently finished my doctor’s degree in psychology
and | am happy that | got to learn so much over the
past years. All the experiences | have been through
have showed me how hard life is, but also how fun
and enriching it could be.

| chose to be a psychologist because | always
thought that | can benefit my society, especially
since this field is not widely known in Palestine and
hardly anybody knows of it. | thought that | need
to bring this unpopular job to our country because
many people need help. (Nadine Bahour)

It is February 18%, 2033. 1 am living in California
since | graduated from Oxford university .| am a
successful business man .| am happily married .|
~ have two wonderful smart kids .They are studying
"in the Quakers school .Life in California is nice,
but | miss my country Palestine .| am a very rich

-~ man .| have a franchise of Mac Donald .Musa and

| are working together on three towers projects.
| am planning for the next year to build another
skyscraper in Chicago. On my mom's and dad’s
birthday | gave them a Limozine car, a big house in
Hawaii and an airplane as a present. | like my wife
so much .She is the daughter of the prince of Dubai
1 built for her in Dubai three projects; an airport,
school and an orphanage .She and | like to help

poor people. At the weekends or vacations we go
to the beach, restaurants ,visiting my friend Musa
's house or travelling outside the city .| support
Barcelona team. This is the best life one can ever
have. (Najeh Sade)

20 years later

It's 9:00 am and I'm late to work. | am an English
teacher and a hair dresser. | am living now in Turkey
because when | visited it as a child [ liked it so much.
It's a very nice place.

My best friend is called Nazan. She is Turkish and |
love her. She is a math teacher at the same school
where | work. By the way, my mum’s grandmother
is from Turkey so my grandfather speaks Turkish
and Arabic. When | was a little girl, he taught me
how to speak Turkish. (Natalie Jubeh)

My favorite movie is “Harry Potter7 part 2" |
watched it when | was in America this summer. It
was a very exciting movie. The characters were
Harry Potter, Ron, Hermione, Hagrid, Jenny, and
many more. The movie talks about when they
were little kids they went to a Wizard School and
they learned Magic. In “Harry Potter 7 part 2" Harry
kills Voldemort, and at last Harry marries Jenny and
Ron marries Hermione , and their kids go to the
Wizard World like them! ( Laila Atta)

Dabkeh is a traditional Palestinian dance, in which
boysand girls hold hands to share in the same rhythm
with certain steps learned to match and to cooperate
to form a complete dance. The nicest dance goes
together with lovely traditional songs which come
from our Palestinian nature which talk about the




trees, hills, birds, flowers, olives, and so on. While
I am dancing Dabkeh | feel like a bird flying in the
sky looking at the beautiful Palestine, smelling the
blossoms of the orange and lemon trees all over our
Holy Land. (Aida Shawwa)

I liked swimming since | was a little kid and | still like
it. Now I'm good at swimming. Every summer | go
swimming. | swam at many places, | swam in Syria
and | swam in Jafa many times. Swimming is my
hobby. Every time | go swimming | practice moves
and jumping into water. | hope I'll enjoy swimming
in the next summer. (Marc Husary)

If 'm stuck on a desert island, where | can bring
only three things and one friend | will be doing the
following:

First, | will bring a basket full of drinks and food,
especially junk food because it's my favorite type of
food. The second thing | will bring with me is my
mobile phone as it has many games; it has a very
long lasting battery so | can call people for help in
case of emergency. The last thing | will bring is my
sleeping bag, because | don't want to sleep on the
hot sand.

The friend I'll bring with me one of my best friends,
Laila, because she is cute and funny. She also knows
how to make fire to keep the animals away, and
the most important thing is that she knows that
place very well, as she went camping there with her
family. But after all | don’t ever hope to get stuck on
this island!! { Nataly Jomaa)

In the summer vacation first | went to Jordan with
my family and we slept in a very beautiful hotel.

We returned to Ramallah after a few days. Then we
went to Java and we also went to a nice hotel with
our friends and we had a nice time. Also yesterday |
returned from Turkey. | had a beautiful vacation this
summer. (Lina Al-Haj)

If I could change one school rule, | would change
the rule against bringing candy, chocolate, and junk
food, and | will give them to my friends. Because |
love to eat candy and healthy food. ( John Rukab)

It was Christmas Eve, and | couldn’t wait to open
all the presents under the red and green Christ-
mas tree wrapped with glittering paper and a
bow on top, but apparently we had to eat dinner
first. After we finally finished eating, | was the first
one to open my mom and dad’s present. | couldn’t
believe my eyes, | got the new IPod touch with a
camera. | jumped on mom and dad and hugged
them and thanked them for the best present
ever. ( Celina Maayeh)

| am going to teach 1st grade PE, because | love PE
and!love peopleatthisage. Itis somuchfuntoteach
them PE. Also, | would tell them the school rules and
give them different kinds of activities. Because of
you giving them a lot of activities, you would make
them build their bodies too. | will have so much fun
while teaching them. (Yara Abu Khadijeh)

My favorite movie is called “Mirror”. It talks about a
family that has four people. One day the dad trav-
eled somewhere. Then, the next day the mother
stood in front of the mirror and saw a vampire cut-
ting her neck. She felt it, but when she looked at




herself, she didn't find anybody. And that also hap-
pened with her daughter and son a few times. To
hide all the mirrors in the house, she put papers
over them, but that didn't work because the vam-
pire tore the papers. Finally, after a few days the
dad came and everything was okay. They didn't
know what the problem was. The dad promised
that he would not leave the family alone. | was ex-
cited to know what would happen. It was a scary
moviell (Hiyam Ghneim)

If | was an orphan that lived in Palestine 100 years
ago and | had a diary, this how | would start:
24.10.1890

My dream is to be a professional soccer player,
to win the best player award, and to have a lot
of goals and medals. | would spend most of
my days practicing with my team, Manchester
United, and playing with my favorite player,
Wayne Rooney. We would be the champions of
the world. (Yazan Mimi)

| can’t wait to be 18 years old, because when I'm 18 |
will start college and get my driver’s license so | can
drive anywhere | want with my best friends. We are
going to have so much fun together. | canalso geta
job and go shopping without having to rely on my
parents for money. The best thing of all is that | will
not have as much homework as | used to have in
school because | will be a grown upl! | can’t wait to
turn 18 in 7 years! ( Rula Saffarini)

Living within a loving family is the best thing that
has ever happened to me. Loving, caring, and
sharing are the most important words in our family.

Sharing means sharing everything, like good or
bad things, ideas, moments and duties. Since our
parents give us the best things they can, we as
children should give them something in return, like
loving, helping, and appreciation, and | think this
is just a little bit compared to what they gave us.
(Shukri Kuttab)

| got an iPod Touch from my dad. | like it because
| like to play on the iPod Touch, or iPhone, or
something else like those. 1 like to listen to songs
on ittoo. Another gift | love is when | went with my
family to Paris, America, Cyprus, and Dubai. | liked it
because | like to travel and know more information
about other countries. ( Tala Barghouti)

The best gift | have ever received is my family,
because they help me when | need them. They are
always on my side supporting me. If | do something
wrong they tell me so | will not do it again. They care
about me very much and | care about them. For
a best gift, some say an iPod, others say a pet and
things like that, but | say that having a mom, dad,
and a small brother is the best gift. (Sara Khatib)

Water is very important for life, without it we
canst live and the same for plants and animals.
We can get water from rain and rivers. Every
year we lose more water because there is not
enough rain in the winter. That is why we have
to take care and not use it without any reason,
because some day we can find ourselves
without water and we will die. My advice for
everybody is to take care and use it just for the
right uses. (Bashar Mustafa)
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4™ Crade Writings

Oh Nachos, Oh Nachos

You're the best snack

| dip you in the sauce

Then put you on the back

You're so yummy to put you in the tummy
Oh Nachos you rock

(Salma Masri)

4C is the best

Because Miss Tala teaches it

Everyone loves it and wishes to be in it
Some of it play football and do not sit
But the others do not fit

So they encourage us to win

(Fadi Ghneim)

At school, we — 4C - played against our classmates
in4A, we won 2-0, and again with 4B and we were
even 2-2.Then after a week, we played against 5C,
but we lost. We took silver medals. But winning is
not always important, but challenging others is
the best in soccer ... SOCCER is my favorite sport
game.

(Faris Faramand)

My favorite snack is healthy, yummy, fruity, tasty,
good, and tropical. These are some ways to
describe it. To make it you need a knife, a bowl, and
a cutting board. The ingredients are a good variety
of fruits. You need to cut, chop slice, and toss. |
prepare it with an adult. | rarely eat it. However,
you can eat it for breakfast, lunch, or dessert. This
food is good in the summer. My favorite food is
Fruit Salad.

(Faris Triesh)

We are 4C

We are the 4th graders
We are the greatest
We follow our dream
To become a team

We will play soccer
And stay together
(Sameer Karam)

| remember well when it snowed. | built a snowman
and | played with my sister. We threw snowballs
at each other. We took plastic bags to glide down
the mountain next to our house. | was very happy
because we did not go to school!

(Elias Sawalh)

| still remember the days when it snowed in
Ramallah. | was very happy and surprised. |
asked my mom to let me go down to the garden
to play. My mom told me to wear heavy clothes
like my boots and my mittens because it was so
cold.

(Mariam Jarrar)

| was only five years old when | saw snow for the
first time. | was so happy and excited. | couldn't
wait to go outside and play with it and build a
snowman. It's something I'd wanted to do for a
long time. | remember we went to the roof of our
building to play. | was so happy. | wanted to feel
snow between my hands. | didn’t wear any gloves
and after a while my hands were so cold that |
started to cry.

(Taleen Abdullah)




When it snowed in Ramallah, we all went out of
our house to play in it. We were happy that we
had snow and our neighbors came out to play
with us. We made a snowman and we put a scarf
on him. We used a carrot for his nose. We took
pictures of ourselves beside the snowman. We

were so excited that we didn’t feel the cold.
(Joelle Dahdah)

Our class can do lots to help the environment like
planting trees and cleaning streets. Trees give us
fresh air and oxygen. We can plant some trees
in our school garden and make a beautiful view.
Our class can go outside the school to clean up
the streets. When you visit Ramallah, you will see
a lovely view of green grass and other plants.

(Maria Dabbah)

My favorite book is Alice in Wonderland. | like it
because it is a creative, imaginary story. It has
funny and strange details. Sometimes it becomes
scary like when Alice was taken to the court by
the mean queen. | like the characters Alice and
the White Rabbit. | felt like | was in the magical
garden while | was reading this book.

(Rahaf Abu-Homos)

My favorite book is my Nation Geographic Atlas.
My dad brought it to me from America because
he knows that | like geography. It gives me nice
information about countries. | learn about the
continents. It helps the other students in our
Geography Club. | like my atlas very much.

(Tarek Abu-Amr)

There was a little girl, her name is Laila, she saw a
fox in the forest. She went to her grandmother’s
house, where she saw the fox, dressing like her
grandmother. Then, she knew about the fox
and shouted. The farmer saved her and her
grandmother from the fox. They finally lived
happily ever after.

(Abdelfatah Nofal)

| want to be a doctor because of my role model,
my great grandfather. He was a very famous
doctor, and was also the first doctor in Jaffa. He
was so wonderful and brave. | like this job and |
love him so much.

- )

(Nour Odeh)

If I had 10 million shekels

At first, | will donate 1 million shekels to poor
people. Then | would like to travel around the
world and go shopping. | will save the rest
of the money for my future in the bank, but
surely after | will make all my family wishes
come truel

(Gabrielle Nino)

We have to improve the environment. We have
to plant trees and other plants. We can clean
the environment. We can pick up the paper and
bottles and put them in the garbage. We must
close the water taps after we drink. We can
recycle metal cans. Used metal cans become new
cans. We can recycle paper. Used paper becomes
cardboard and paper bags.
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When | grow up | want to be a football player
because | play football with my brother and
at school.

(Qays Jaber)

I'm proud of myself because | am clever,
strong, and helpful. | put goals for me to
achieve such as getting high grades at
school, making nice and new friends as
well as loving my family. | always work hard
towards achieving these goals!

(Fares Issa)

My favorite movie is Spy Kids 4. It talks
about a spy family | like because it is exiting
and interesting to me. | also learn how to be
a good spy.

(Nala Foqahaa)

What | want to be when | grow up is an
engineer because | got an A+ in both Art
and Math. I'll try not to be lazy in physics
in the future, | also want to become an
engineer because | am great at building and
decorating things.

(Hisham Awartani)

For lunch today | will eat Molokhia. This is
my favorite lunch, | eat it with rice, almonds,

pepper, lemon, and sometimes with chicken
other times with meat. | like Molokhia because
it is very healthy and as well as it is delicious.
(Marah Dugmaq)

First we write the date

Next we write the season

Then we talk about the weather

Last we say Four B's we chat then we put stamps
(Maria Awwad)

Dear Santa Claus,

| was a good girl this year so | want you to bring
me these presents: a princess, umbrella, mittens,
hat, scarf, skirt, tight, and a dress. | promise you
to be a good girl every year.

(Yasmin Durzi)

| am proud of myself because I'm smart and
special. | know a lot about countries of the world
and the flags and also about the computer.
(Ibrahim Abdelnour)

| am special because | can read and study in the
school and | love my teachers and my friends, | am
special because lama girland | love my name, | love
to read books about Christmas and Santa because
they are beautiful and they make me happy.
(Lamar Hamdalla)




I'm special because | have a big T.V. and a
PSP and my sister doesn't have a PSP, also
my voice is amazing. (Jamal ....) I'm special
because | love my friends Waleed and Jamal.
| play with them because they love to play
with me every day.

(Rani Kumkam)

| am special because | love writing and reading.
| like my school and my friends so much; also
| love camping, cats, and dogs. | love science
and Math so | am special.

(Zaina Hamad)

When | went to space, | saw many things
that are really interesting such as there is
gravity and air. Imagine you are floating all
around space! Mercury is a planet, but at
night it's very cold. When | went back home
| hugged my family very tight because |
missed them a lot.

(Keynan Jubran)

Daily English Class routine

First, we write the day.

Next, we write the month, year, season.
Then, we say four B’s

Last, we got stamps

(Leen Zughayer)

1IF

My special place is my School the Friends Girls
School because | play with my friends there.
(Natalya Gazzawi)

My hobby is drawing. | enjoy drawing my family,
trees, birds, and lots of things. | spend most of
my free time drawing and painting pictures.
When | draw, | feel that | am a little artist.
(Nicole Ziadeh)

| am proud of myself because every day | bring
stories to read and learn. Stories give me lots
of facts and information. They improve my
knowledge. The best hobby you can ever have

is reading and this makes me really happy.

(Saif Husseini)

Albert and Mohmad go into space, we see the
stars and the star explosion, and we see the
planets. Then, we go to Jupiter, and we put the
flags, and we go into the moon, and we see the
black hole, and the sun always shines, and there is
no gravity, and no air, then we went back to Earth.
(Albert Husary)

I'm special because | have a big T.V. and a
PSP and my sister doesn’t have a PSP, also
my voice is amazing.

(Jamal Shkukani)
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Marah Quran Melina Abdelnour
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Ziad Abu Shararah

Ziyad Azar
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Mona Abuhijleh Nadia Masri Omar Issa Omar Qudsi
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2" Grade Writings

My favorite hobby is skateboarding. | like
to skate to the store. Reading is also one of
my many hobbies. | read different stories
for 20 minutes every day. | also like running
and playing soccer. | run with my little
brother every day. (Ziyad Azar)

| love my three friends. Tarek, Ziad, and
Fares. | play with my friends every day
when | am in school. They are nice and
smart. Every day we play catch and that is
fun! (Rani El-Khatib)

| live in Ramallah and go to the Friends Girl
School. My favorite food is spaghetti. | like
living in Ramallah because we have many
parks and | like going and playing there
with my family. (Melina Abdelnour)

My name is Nadia Masri and | live in
Ramallah. | love dancing ballet and | like
going swimming in the summer time. | also
like to go visit museums because | get to
see and learn new things. When | grow up |
would like to be an English teacher, like my
teacher Miss Rania. (Nadia Masri)

| live in Ramallah, Palestine. | eat Palestinian
food and it is very tasty. | go to the Friends
Girl School and it is very nice because |

have a lot of friends in my school. | play
soccer with all my friends. When | go hiking
in Palestine | get to see lots of wild animals
and that is very interesting and exciting!
(Graham Shinn)

My greatest memory is when | was in
Greece and | played with the snow. | made a
snowman with my dad and we had a snow
bali fight. It was a lot of fun, and | wish to
visit Greece once again! (Omar Issa)

In the winter holiday | go with my family
to Jabil Al-Sheikh and | play with the snow.
In Christmas | see Santa Claus and | enjoy
that because | play with him and he gives
me presents, for being good. In Easter |
color eggs with my mom and we go to a
restaurant to eat fish. (Natalia Al-Badri)

| love my mom, dad, and sisters because
they love and take care of me. They all love
and | love them because we are all one big
happy family. (Omar Helou)

When | turn on and watch television | feel
sad for Gaza children. The Israeli military
hurts them and destroys their homes.
Sometimes they feel cold and do not have
food. It makes me feel grateful for the




blessings | have in my life. Salma Thahboub
| love the Christmas holiday because |
play and spend time with my family. | love
the summer holiday because my family
and | travel to Spain. On Easter | eat eggs
and | play with my family. | love Ramadan
because | eat Ataief. All the holidays are
special to me because | get to spend time
with my family and that makes me happy.
(Jamil Khalaf)

| like to visit my grandma’s house because
she has a garden and | like to play in it.
Also, | would like to visit China so | can
learn to play karate and eat Chinese food!
(Sameeh Maayah)

My name is Jessenia. | am in the second
grade and | go to the Friends Girl School.
| love playing with different animals. My
hobbies are drawing and swimming.
(Jessenia Salama)

| love to play with my family because they
are and they make me laugh. My family
loves me and they take care of me. | am
happy that | have a great family because if |
did not have them in my life | would not be
in a good school. (Aseel Alaeddin)

During the Easter break | went to Agaba to
swim and it was so hot there. | also went
swimming in the sea where | saw different
kinds of fish. it was fun but the water was
too salty. | spent my Easter break with my
family and that is why it was so special. A
placellike to visit: I like to visit the restaurant
guitar bistro in Ramallah. | like to go there
because the food is tasty and the place
is nice. | would also like to visit America
because my cousins live there and | have
never been there before. (Aseel Alaeddin)

Someone | love: | love and miss my brother
Osama. Osama died a couple of years ago,
and | miss playing with him. He was a great
big brother! He always took care of me and
made me laugh. If | could see Osama today
I would tell him how much 1 love and miss
him. (Ashraf Al-Bishtawi)

A place | would like to visit: A place | would
like to visit is China. | would like to go to
China so | can eat Chinese food and learn
how to play karate! (Ahmad Atyani )

| like open day because | can do many
things like: playing with my friends, singing,
and dancing. (Jad Al-Aziz)
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Abed Muttaleb Arafat Adam Massis
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Marah Abdallah Marina Kidess

Rand Qudsi Ryan Abu-Ghazleh Talia Musleh Tarig Ghazzawi

Tia Khoury Yonas Awartani  Abdallah Abdallah
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Karin Karam

Kareem Abu-Amr

Malak Hanatsheh  Mariam Salah Nada Katkhuda  Rahaf Abu Farha

Tya Freitkh

Sameeh Karakra Samir Habash

Zain Al-Shouaibi Abdel Karim Sagfalhait  Laith Ghozzi
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The role of the nurse is that of an “angel of mercy” f
who relieves pain, and helps others to live a happy | .
| 7

life by maintaining health and safety. Nurses have
been a part of the school setting since the late 1800's

when they performed student inspections to identify
students who may have contracted communicable diseases needing treatment. With

i"Q the widespread use of antibiotics and vaccines to prevent common childhood diseases,
' the role of the school nurse has evolved to a new level.

Keeping people heathy and a society free from disease is the uppermost concern of the
nurse. To achieve this goal, the nurse strives to bring health education to students,

thereby increasing awareness of health issues. Follow —up, monitoring, and cooperation
among staff representing various disciplines are crucial elements to maintaining health and
- promoting health education.
i The role of the school nurse and health clinic are very important in assisting students maintain
their physical, mental, psychological, and social well-being.  The number of students in
schools makes up a significant proportion of the population in general, thereby reinforcing
h the efforts of the nurse, all

& the importance of the nurse’s role in health education. Throug
' aspects of school children’s health and safety are preserved, thus contributing to achieving a

healthy society.

In summary, the role of the school nurse includes the following:

To facilitate positive student responses to normal maturation and development

- | To promote health and safety
To intervene in potential and actual health problems

To provide case management services
To actively collaborate with others to build student and family capacity for adaptation, self-

! management, self-advocacy, and learning.
gether with the cooperation of health and learning

i We are confident that our school health clinic, to
sectors in the community will help make our school safer, healthier, and happier.



« “Every child is unique in terms of characteristics,
interests, abilities and learning needs.”
% L. , . - ; ‘] e, :

8 “Together we can create a community that respects
and values differences and celebrates diversity”
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The FGS 6 ‘g-radé_-gfﬁde“rft:éoﬁﬁciI_-:Electidns',‘ |
On the 14th offeb. 2012, The FGS sixth grade student had "'-

the opportunity to choose the member of their student
council. ; i ' - '

The Elections process was a successful experience of |
democracy in- which the student showed a high level in |
following the rules and regulations with 2 distinguished | ¢ -
parent participation. This all endup with a student council | prpemme
of 15 members who are ady to make achange. ”
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“|et the children come to me for those are the kingdom of God”
Matthew 19:14

Friends Girls School Library has embraced the new millennium in this school year 2011-2012. New
books, programs, parental involvement, increased students participation, and finally a new look that
has accompanied all 2012 school library changes.

The library has been active throughout the school year in its programs such as “Dad Read For me’;
January reading month, storytelling by professionals, participating in the reading week with Tamer
Institute, movie night for all grades, bake sales, book sales, and clay sales.

| was not only a school librarian, butalso a fundraiser, an interior designer, and an entertainer. Working
day and night, during weekends, after school made me think that | am becoming a workaholic. |
have to say | enjoyed everything | have done during this school year, | made a difference in students’
life. Many of them would not go home without borrowing a book or two. The Passport contest
has encouraged students to read more. | wouldn't have succeeded without parental involvement
in the library activities. Parents became part of the library and a part of the students’ lives, with
many students frequently asking about them and anticipating their regular involvement. Seeing
parents become more interested in the school community and increasing their participation in the
FGS library has left me speechless. | take this opportunity to thank Rana Dabbah, Amany Daher, Dina
Massri, ElizabethPrice, Lubna S. Katbeh, Motasam Alashhab, and Nehad Fattah.

This year four young leaders of the library student body will be graduating from 6th grade that | will
always be proud of. They have been assets to library and made a change in the school and among
their peers. They were so dedicated to come during their free time and help in the library. Thank you
all my assistants Nadine Bahour, Ahmad Khairy, NizarAbushararh and Nataly Jubeh. | hope you will
continue your journey in the same way at the FBS.

Tala M Karkar
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The FGS Ceder Tree

In the early 1960's five Cedar trees were sent
from Beirut to Ramallah by plane through
Qalandia Airport as a gift from a Lebanese
man to his sister and her husband who were
married in 1939 and lived in Ramallah. The gift
was a symbol of the brotherhood between the
Lebanese and Palestinian people, and for the
Lebanese women who married Palestinians
and are living in Palestine. Two trees were
planted at the front yard of the couple’s house,
one was planted in the Ramallah Municipality
Park, another one was given to another
Palestinian Man and his Lebanese wife and
one was gifted to the Friends Girls School. The
couples’ children attended the Friends Schools
at that time, and through the years 20 children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren
became part of the Friends community. Today
four out of their great grandchildren are still
attending the schools where the largest Cedar
Tree from Lebanon stands tall welcoming the
administrators, teachers, students and parents
entering the FGS every day.
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Ramallah, Jaffa St. , Opp. Ramallah Park; Altarefi Bldg
Above Al masyoun Pharmacy and Al Mahroum Sweets , Floor 1
Tel : 02 - 2987984, Mob : 0599 - 776311 /0597 - 776311 / 0569 - 776311
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NANAYEH

When Quality Matters.......

Ramallah - Industrial Zone, 02 2956979, info@maayeh.ps, www.Maayeh.ps
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; /  Adding Colour to People's Lives




