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School Halues

Truth: To be honest and truthful in all that we say and do.

Simplicity: To live simply is not to buy what we do not need or cannot
afford. This challenge is based on the principle of leading of a life free of
unnecessary luxury. This relates to the proper stewardships of the
world’s resources, conserving those resources, valuing them and using
them when required and only necessity.

Peace: To fully maintain our witness that war and the seeds of war are
inconsistent with our understanding of the love of God.To acknowledge
in our lives those emotions, attitudes and prejudices which lie at the
roots of destructive conflict.

Equality: To behave toward others as we would expect others to behave
toward us.

Tolerance: To respect the diversity among us in our lives and
relationships. We should not be afraid of disagreement and should not
let any disagreement. Cause us to behave badly toward another but
accept it as an example of our diversity.

Service: To take the fullest opportunity as it arises for the use of our gifts
in the service of God and the community.We should be guided by God'’s
will for us and attend to what love requires of us.

Creativity: To live our lives in such a way that we are open to inspiration
and new ideas which challenge the way we think and act. There is
inspiration to be found all around us, in the natural world, in the sciences
and the arts, in our work and in our friendships, in our sorrows as well as
our joys. We should also approach all new ideas with discernment
seeking to enrich and understand our lives together in all that we do.

Discipline: To be disciplined and respectful in our behavior towards
other and in the exercise of our responsibility toward our family and
community.To respect our bodies knowing that we are God’s creation.

Justice: We seek to promote a sense of belonging and group
responsibility particularly when disruptive behavior in the classroom,
corridors or playground occurs or when behavior that damages good
relationships between people needs correction.




Hrincipal’s Letter

Each time | find myself writing the yearbook letter, | am
amazed at how quickly we reached the end of the
school year. It is always hard to believe how time flies
when it feels like yesterday we were busy working out
schedules, preparing books and uniforms and doing
final touch ups to get the school running for a new year
after the summer break. As | am writing this, | am having
thoughtful flashbacks and realizing how indeed we
have had a year full of successful activities and
challenging hurdles. Then | smile, shake my head and
chuckle to myself and continue to write this with a great
feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction.

The theme for this school year is ‘Belonging’. It has
many indications and is a fundamental core of what
Friends stands for. The idea behind this theme comes
with a story of what FGS is about. Friends Girls School is
a story of students, teachers, parents, staff and the
community. Mona Halaby, a Palestinian American
educator and writer who wrote a book with the title
‘Belonging'is where the idea started. When she gave me
the book last year, | started reading it and couldn't stop
until | was done. [t inspired me to offer Mona a job since
| felt the book described something that would enhance
our curriculum. This year Mona helps students, teachers

.and parents to work on problem solving and conflict

-

ol

resolution whether between individuals, a group of
people or internally. She works with students, teachers
and parents to reinforce and strengthen their sense of
importance and self confidence. We at FGS believe that
the success of the school is not the success of one
person or a group of people but the entire body and
community.

At FGS, we work not only to give students the best
education possible but also try to implant the
importance of commitment. This sense of commitment
is important to themselves, their families, friends and
above all to their community. We emphasize this
through the ‘White Gifts Program’ where students
collect money for the needy by donating from their
pocket money and by having bake sales. Proceeds from
this fundraising totaled $4650 and benefited 90
impoverished families. Students visit elderly homes and
orphanages with gifts to light their burdens even if it is
only for a couple of hours. We hope these activities of
the Community Service Program will not only implant a
sense of belonging to the community but will help the
students to empathize with those who are less
fortunate.

i

Our goal is to work with each student at all academic,
emotional and social levels to ultimately produce well
rounded confident students. These students will *
inevitably have a positive impact on the community and
will eventually lead to having a well-formed community
as well. We would like to empower our students tobe
able to discuss and intellectualize their problems at
this stage in their lives so they learn to do this
through their adulthood. b

Not acknowledging specific accomplishments of
teacher and students would be faulty of me. We have
had many activities and activities still in the planning
which kept everyone busy and brought great success to _
the school this year. It is worth mentioning that we
involve all students in our activities since every student
is important at the school The back to school party, -
fundraising lead by all staff for developing certain
facilities, English Day, the yearbook team, Open days
in the planning for both elementary and preschool,
Music day also in the planning, Christmas program,
workshops held for both teachers and parents, four
teachers participating in a four day workshop in the IB &
school in Jordan this coming summer and our number
one soccer team among private schools. These are all
events and activities we recognize as what makes our
school not just a school for learning to read and write
but a place to develop our most valuable resource as a
nation, "our children" .| have heard from many alumni,"|’
am who | am because of Friends Schools".

The entire school community students, teachers,
administration and parents can take pride in yet again 3
helping in making this school year another success.To
all 1 extend my sincere thanks for your endearing’
commitment to our students and our goals.

Sincerely,

Diorice - llbckef Noveer
FGS Principal o o




e ﬁl[e in tﬁe negﬁﬁorﬁood of jerusa[em tﬁey (El am{ Syﬁtf Jones) 'awzter,f
'_,Rama[[aﬁ There was a boys' school in this place, and here they were met by a young

woman who asked that she might be helped to teach a girls' school. Eli Jones asked her if el

: "sﬁe could teach, to which she answered, yes. After consideration it was decided to take 5

. some of the money which fad been entrusted to them to start this young woman - Miriam
 -inthe work of educating the girls of the neighborhood. On returning to England at the

end of their visit, and reporting what they had done at Ramallah, it was at once accepted

6y the English Friends, and the little school thus begun was adopted and [ﬁera[[_y

supportecf Excerpt from Eli and Sybil Jones: Their Life and Work, by Rufus Jones, '.

So,Who Was Miriam?

" Miriam’s qualities and values of service, equality and the common good are what the Friends School
 continues to instill in its over 1150 students today. With every passing year, we continue to witness .
the resilience of our students and staff despite very difficult living conditions. Their creativity,

" initiative and accomplishments, as this Yearbook so beautifully illustrates, make us all very proud to

be part of this steadfast community that is determined to not accept the status quo - just like
' Miriam - and to continue to learn, grow and affect positive change on their beloved country.

s Thank you all, principals, teachers, parents, workers, students and staff alike, for making this year *ih
another fantastic one that has made us all so proud. ;

Th|s was 139 years ago and rest is what we call our history! We can therefore claim with this piece
. of our history that our first teacher was fifteen years old! We don't know much about this young ¢
girl Miriam, but we can imagine her as a very intelligent, caring and charismatic young girl who was ‘7;
not intimidated to speak her mind - even to two foreigners who were passing by her village. lalso
picture her to have been a feisty and spirited girl, full of energy and determination. | think of her as i
_a dreamer, a thinker and an activist - an agent of change. But most of all | know that Miriam had a
big heart. Miriam, | read somewhere, was educated in Jerusalem at the time, and for some reason,
she did not seem comfortable with the idea that education was being limited to the fortunate few, -
while the overwhelming majority of girls in her village remained illiterate. Her request of the Jones,
| can imagine, was perceived as a quite radical request for its time. Fourteen decades ago, a young

‘ Palestinian teenage girl, would typically have other priorities,

like marriage, on her mind. Miriam's concern with how she
could spread the education of girls to her village was a novel
and courageous idea indeed. She was able to transcend her
society’s expectations of what a girl’s role ought to be and

'1':".'Iijtﬂe did she know then, that her ambition and

. determination will. provide hope to and have a lasting
impact on her whole community for well over a century
after she started teaching her first class.
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Joyce Ajlouny —FUM Representative

Cairo Arafat — Member of Building Committee & Staff Concerns Committee
Allyn Dhynes

Issa Kassis — Member of Finance Committee
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Do | belong? What's my identity? Who am I? These are questions that
often visit us during different phases of our lives resulting from certain .
situations that we experience. This year's theme at school ‘was
belonging; therefore, | would like to tackle this issue in this article,

| perceive myself as a Palestinian, born in Jerusalem, living in Ramallah,and a refugee
from Ramla. | am a woman in a patriarchal society where males are dominant. | am
a member of a family who is scattered in different parts of the world because of the
Occupation. | am a Notre Dame graduate, a Bir-Zeit graduate, and a Friends graduate.
| am a mother, a housewife, a daughter, a sister, a friend, and | have many other
identities. This list will never end as it is easier for me to see myself within a group.
The amazing fact, however, is how we humans change from one roleand slip into the
other in just seconds, bearing in mind that each role entails certain duties, rights and
expectations. We adjust to fit in and relate to other people’s experiences.

I recall one of my students once saying," | don't have friends. | feel different and it

hurts.” This feeling of "not belonging" negatively affected the student's academic

achievements and served in lowering her self-esteem. Her classmates, counselor,

and teachers worked hard on helping her to solve this problem as a family, as one

community. Receiving the support assisted this student in gaining her self
- confidence and thus, start producing positively.

Working as a team and through a group is one thing | learnt through my studies and
from real life experiences. It is much easier to loose weight when participating with
a group of people focusing on weight loss. It is much easier to give up smoking
when participating with a group whose main aim is to stop smoking. We find the
support and are encouraged by our team members which helps in advancing and
fulfilling our goal. Being part of the community and serving the community is one
thing | learnt in the early chapters of my life as an FGS student.

It is belonging that brought me back to work at the Friends School, my home and
school. Wherever | step at the school, wonderful memories are revived linking the
past with the present. Going into the buildings and the classes bring me flashbacks.
Not only do the buildings take me back and forth, but also the trees, the basketball
court, and the reaction with certain people at the school like Diana, Jeries, Don, and
George who were present when | was a student and still are. They swing me
between the present and the past. Belonging is like a strong bridge that keeps us
living in the past and allows us to cross to the present.

Belonging is what makes your heart beat faster when you hear someone in a foreign
country talking about Palestine or the Friends School or anything related to your
memories. Finally, | would like to end by saying that if you truly believe in belonging
to a certain group; you will produce effectively and positively. Each member of this
group will be like the different ties that support the bridge together. This is, from my
point of view, the first step on the ladder towards success.

-

Frieda Khayat
Deputy Principal
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Problem-Solving at the Friends Girls School:
Developing an Integrated Program

By Mona Halaby

T am a Palestinian-American educator and writer, normally residing in
Berkeley, California. Yet, this year I had the unique privilege of
coming to live in Ramallah in order to train the Friends Girls School
staff in the facilitation of class meetings and conflict resolution.
Working in Ramallah has given me the opportunity to immerse myself
in my Palestinian roots while doing what I like best - teaching! My work
at the Friends School involved three aspects - working with students,
teachers and parents.

From September to January I conducted weekly class meetings with
2 through 6™ grade children, while teachers sat in observing the
process and tools used to help students resolve their own conflicts via
the model of class meetings. Following the class meetings I met with
teachers individually to debrief about the meetings, about the
students and how to improve our methods. From January to June the
i teachers themselves conducted class meetings while I supervised
i | them and debriefed with them to share my observations. This
/| continuous dialogue helped the teachers grow in their confidence and
(L experience. In January I also began to conduct class meetings in 1
i grade, as by now the students had adjusted to their transition from
| Kindergarten and were ready to listen to one another. We invited the
. _ teachers from Kindergarten to come observe those meetings since
) / they knew many of the students.

7

e Another way I worked with teachers was in offering regular workshops
and presentations in the field of education, ranging from discussions about children’'s
needs, to how fo curb violence, to how fto teach using a progressive, and
non-traditional methodology.

Working with parents entailed giving them a presentation in October about my role at
the school and the importance of developing children's emotional intelligence. In
Daniel Goleman's book Emotional Intelligence, he suggests that when children can
understand how other people feel and think, when they can fit info a group and are
liked socially, then, and only then, can they grow up to be successful in their personal
and professional lives. Therefore, learning how to get along with others and
understanding their perspectives are important factors of social adjustment and of
future success. .,
After this initial conversation with parents, and upon parents’ request, Adele
Jaraiseh. our School Counselor and I, created weekly parent groups, to which parents
could sign up and attend 5-week seminars. At these group meetings parents helped
generate a syllabus that pertained fo the individual issues with which they were
siruggling, ranging from dealing with children's fears, teaching responsibility, helping
with homework, setting limits and solving sibling disputes.

T am very grateful for the warm welcome and the hospitality I received from the
Friends School personnel and students. Everyone included me and made me feel right
at home. Next year when I am back teaching at Park Day School in Oakland, I will
think fondly of everyone in Ramallah and the wonderful year spent at the Friends
School.

r"’i
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Issa Husari Omar Ghazzi Rani Kumkam Gabriella Masaad

Zaina Hamad Fadi Zarour Waleed Musha’sha’ Leen Zughayer Ramzi Daher

Taleb Jallad Yasmeen Durzi

Lamar Hamadalla Faris Natcha



Ibrahim Abdel Nour Joy Kamel Albert Husary Nicole Ziadeh

Evanna Ayed Mohammed Hanoun Bashar Al-Shami
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Mariam Abo Al-Awar Zein Al-Khatib ~ . Tamer Ansara Dalia Hassan
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Philip Malouf Dalia Abu Nassar Fares lzz Zeena Othman Laila Musleh

Farah Farraj Osama Younis Doleen Dar Yaser Jamal Shkukani

Marwan Humaid Tahseen Ahmad Taleen Juma’a
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Bassem Khalili Nadia Mogannam

Ramsey Mogannam Karam Al-Deek Dia Kamal Spiro Bursheh Christine Masaad
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Fadi Kuttab Khaled Qatamesh Husam Abu-Khater Maziana Moshasha Diane Ghanayem

Rahaf Abu-Homos  Christopher Khayat
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Alice Malouf
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Michaell Shamieh

Karim Shalabi
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Basel Awwad Yasmin Karout Waleed Kamal

Khaled Doufesh Violette Banda

Firas Anabtawi
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Sabine Saadeh Omer Aref Hamza Awad
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Saif Nasereddin

Omar Fino

Marcel Shamshoum

Sary Hammad

Omar Khatib

Sharbel Shkeir

Xena Maayah

Waseem Al Dabbas

Yasmin Jubran




Lubna Abu-Rahma Layan Shinanah

Fuad Shehadeh Fadi Abulhummos

Basel Abdo

Alaa Najjar Ali Al Jallad Amro Abu - Ein Amro Hamid
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My name is - m——
I Suhayeb. I am
study ~ Seven years old. I
in the am in the Friends
Friends School in grade two.
Girls School. T+ I live in Ramallah

is in Ramallah. T city. My interests

came fo this school  are football games
when I was four years  and computer
old. T like it very much games.

because I feel that it is m -
home because I spend mcs‘ry;f ( Suhayeb Igneibi)
the time in it and I have many
friends. I like them so much. My
teacher is very good. I like all of them.
( Basher Moustafa)

( Yazan Khatib)

My school ! When I grow up

schenllie the Eriendes When I grow up I want to be a
Mgm;: So:holol ,1,-1 Sarir;ﬁgh teacher. I like to write on the

( F.6.5.). It is a big school. My ° blackboard. I like to correct test
teachers are the best teachers and papers. I like fo explain to kids

the map of Palestine. I love my
teachers and I want to be like
them.

( Hiyam Ghneim)

I love them very much. I have a lot of
friends but my best friend is Emily.
My favorite subjects are English and
Math because my teachers are the
best. My mom and dad went to this
school and now all my sisters and
brothers are here too. I love
. My school very much.
(Sujood Shbat)

i

When I grow up
I will be a teacher to
teach English because I

What would you do if you got lost? . like English and I like to
If I get lost in the mall I will go to the " teach children.

security and tell them that I am lost. And if . (Laila Al-Badawi)
I get lost in the street I will go to the N

police man and tell him my dad's or mom's

phone number.( Layan Nasir)
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Najeh Saadeh

Ibrahim Ghazal Taline Toubassi lorahim Abu-Ghazaleh Dara Al-Dajani

Ahmad Khairi Daoud Salah Basil Nasir Hanadei Haj-Yassin

Natalie AL-Ju'beh Yazan Habayeb Bashar Moustafa



Yasmin AL-Najjar Sara Amro Suhayeb Iqneibi

Sireen Ali Mahfouz Karout Emily Dahdah

Musa Musa

Shukri Kuttab Layan Nasir Sujood Shbat Salma Moussa
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Fares Abu Kishek Osayed Khalilee

Nora Sadeddin Nizar Abu-Shararah Rizek Khoury

Sara Amer Yazan Khatib

Violet Sayej Loura Awayes Lina Haj Nabil Taweel
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Yazeed Hirzallah

Buraq Khalilee

Sama Jaraie

Lana Shaltaf

Fadi Youssef

Anmar Al-Rifai

Hiyam Ghneim

AlLa’ Masharkah

47
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Adam EL-Khaldi
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_Tlike Yo go’to..scho.ol..b.e.cause,]:.._ ==

see my _friends and _my
teachers. I learn and study new

. ""‘r'h'i'ngs'every"d‘ay'abou‘r“"sci‘ence,""'
_ _pew  words in English - and——
“Arabic and new lessons in life. |

(Sireen Shihadeh)

E =8 !
on

i

I

i

T like to act. I was “Cinderella”. T
ghoes. I felt @

~ wore purple dress and =
On Stage!

o I felt happy on the stage. When the |
g audiencec apped for me 1 sal in my
®

nervous on the stage. I felt likeT

€
was on the other p anet. Twant o @
~bea doctor when I grow up. =
(&
(&

 (Koreen Shammes)

'""b'f"di'ﬁ"“"I'W\'"a movie "51"'(1"!“"‘ “because =
ory. I love

@' _act and talk about my st
. foact and wear costume.

P G} E‘@_—@ @ @m :“: :‘.“ .::.' 'I.‘" l;;': ‘; :._:J l-‘ ‘;;

..__@i B ; (Hala Qassis) __———

~ T love 'ﬂ'\ef'dfdﬁid"'bé'éduée"'Wé @

 choose characters and play them. ~ & I @

- ...,,W.e....,.ar.e...,.do,ing.,,,..,‘f.The.,,..._. pt @ﬁ\@._ My school-— —— —
L . ecause: 1) ==

T love .my.s_c?\oo\ b2) e
ers, o
i = riends 3)L learn

)

o -~ plc v with my friends,
e\ . '-":\:\z‘rhings','lﬂr)l\oyz ’fo*S‘T_udy'_my” =
lessons, H)the unif
| is my secon

~

= My schoo dhome.

§ B — G
= like_ip ehﬁ —C
= nthe o

HE
s = |
= love my sehnn Gy Folt ety —
B e --w.éys'cho‘-” oo fun. I'Shy- and it ywae |
Oy —Hin S_"';"ear'n.gu@'forgof am  sopp e
9s  like '*-'-r@f'lg""ad*- Wﬁ:roh Sorry- T |

e — from

ork T : y,_,,_@ , :
| 90 toatrip Tlove to 211
as"" Daibes) EaC) o
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| | —— - | | | |
‘ E —— 7——!-’0‘13 _m“ t—h——M—lsS S*J—U—la—r—because' = g 7* = ’V | - =
|l ‘ - £ 2 \ L e O e I _7 ¥ s
| \ iR, ,_,W.,_ MR s ‘ , o | [L - 7
| P i ,l_me.,_t = = —_— - e I .

I MY ol Ch’G‘PGC’f’E’Lr‘" - was ‘LS,E"eplg

| lovely
When 1

Stage Iwasshy

_charming character.
acted this ch

| (bdlia Hammouden
5 9l-ove—my ~school because my -

~—them. We play together soccep -
| —and- basketball and_ we learn
~ [ many things like: Math, Arab; £ e
. Science and P.E.
| _(Fadi Toubassi)

. The character T chose

—Beauty” T Jike My character -
~—Decause it was one’ of my best
| Imaginary stories It was q

character on

L o

= ends help me and T help -

__Drama class

o 39ngs. I like to wear the

© |
ol
I

€

~brave in f
_people.

N : ------ I like the drama class -
- because T love Toactand
- -Mmake plays and sing

costume of my favorite
ﬁmEﬁEﬁd'éTfer‘fMy character
is Batman. I love him
—because he is strong and
ghting _evi]

(Bashar Abu Einy



Ramez Zeibak

Mustafa Shaltaf Mona Awad

Laith Kababji Khalil Abualhummos Mohammad Mashal Saeb Qazzaz

Jude Melhem Ibrahim Imseeh Hanna Ghattas Tamer Ahwal




Nada Aker

Loui Othman Ammar Salem

Rama Mulhem Razan Sarsour Sireen Shihadeh

Leena Nahhas

Feras Alaaeddin Basel Dahadha

'{ '\




Zein Hamayel Mirel Hanna

Shadi Khader Nour Barham Sama Eid Zaki Sayyed

Fares Awad

Saja Mashal Mohammad Rantisi

Zain Rajha Shahin Shahin Youssef Jadallah Yousef Kurdi




Shehadeh Fino Hala Al-Barghouthi

Alaaeldin Abu-Hummos Yazeed Malki Kareem Zraiq

Kareem Al Wazir Aziz Moghannam

;] Daleen Sayyid Ivan Mardirossian Fadi Toubassi
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Yousef Abu-Taa Tara Shtayyeh

Youssef Ansara Shady Rabah Omar Jubeh Nour AL-Tariffi

Mohammad Salamah Mirna Mimi Mohammad Mimi Micheal Rabah

Layal Haj-Abed Laith Shalbee Laith Rjoub Hazem Alwazir
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Imad Izmekneh Basil Shaheen Amanda Siniora

Jude Karam Jetiesn Shehadeh Ayah Beirat Bana Shamieh

Aseel Khatib Areen Bosheh Anas Masaad

Kareen Shammas
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[ T went to J'or‘dcm I saw my cousins.

F

- campus. The guards don't let any
| strangers to come in. 3) The
_ teachers are very caring and kind. T

| need to. 4) The teachers teach us

. what to wear and be late for the
- school. 6) T am so proud my school is
| clean. 7) We have so many choices

year I choose two activities. They
. are all beautiful. 8) All families

- school has swings and slides. We

. very proud to go to the same school
( as my father, aunts, uncles and
| cousins, (Yasmine Huleileh)

My best friend
Mayar is my best
A friend. I love Mayar
Cbecause: 1) she speaks with =
"me in a soft voice. 2) When
she wants something I will give |
:‘r to her. 3) She helps me with
5‘ my work. 4) We play in the park.
(Tala Zughayer')

- I played with my cousins. I was
happy I had fun ( qb_l_quwqd)_\“__

I am proud to be a student in the ©

Friends School because: 1) I like »g

. the name of my school and I'm so %»‘
pr'oud to have many friends. 2) I &
 feel so safe inside the school

- feel I can ask them for help if I

- very good and they are not bossy. 5)
- I am happy fo have a school uniform.
- I don't have to think every morning

- for after-school activities. Every §

- know each other. Many mothers @&
help each other to pick us from @
school if one of them is busy. 9) Our

- play and have fun af recess. 10) Tam &

~ love to eat
. macaroni. T love
- it very much. I wish
- my mom cooks it

- cooks it we finish the pot

.~ the same day. Macaroni is so

. use our imagination!( Zayd Sharif)

everyday. When my mom

delicious. (Mariam Abu-A jaj)

My favorite dessert

My favorite dessert is Cheese cake.\
My mom would not tell me the |
ecret ingredients of this recipe.
But I saw her crush the cookies into
mall pieces, then she mixed it with

butter. She put the pan inside the
i oven far ot least ten minutes \v"\r’!'HIe

T 1% Wi IS%lag ] LRI ]

I was pretending to watch TV, I saw
her mix the cream cheese, sugar,

ll FSdd,

- whip cream and milk. Then there was

something infteresting on the TV,

. that I missed what she did next! Oh

well, The last ingredient she added

. was blueber'r'y Topping. But what she

id before that, you and I have to

My school

. I'm proud to be a student at Friends

School because this school consists

. of many beautiful and unique things.

For example: the teachers are so

& nice and try to make their best to
& teach the students and they treat

the students very good. The way
they teach is so nice. The subjects

& that we take are beautiful and help
' us become smarter and learn

faster. Also in this school I can

& make a lot of good friends so I can

have fun and study with them. I like

. this school very much. It's so
| beautiful.( Salamah Al-Asmar )




I..

am proud

: to be in the

y Friends School
because it is well |

< known and prestigious
£ school founded by Quakers
at the end of the nineteenth
century. The old buildings and
the very tall pine trees make
my school very special. Many
important people from around
the world studied at my school. |
Both my parents and uncles

| too.( Tala't Harb)

My favorite food
| I know that we all learned that we
should eat healthy food and not a
lot of sweets. But what can I do? I &
love  sweets and  especially ﬁ“;
- chocolate. I love chocolate with
| everything. My favorite cake is |
- chocolate cake, my favorite cookies
are chocolate chip cookies and my
- favorite candy is kit-kat. I even eat
my bananas and pancakes with
. chocolate

Friends School because it is known £

due to its good education system =
. and qualified teachers. In addition 8
| to the regular subjects, we learn §
| values and ethics as to be §

and that people are equal, and that |

. I also like my school because of the |
activities that we can join such as |
sports, art, dance and music.

. (Walid Shalabi) ‘i

. as the best school in the Palestine &

I T

. School

studied at the Friends School, and |

love to be -
in the Friends
because T
have a lot of friends
there and because there
are a lot of trees. It is big
and the teachers are nice. It
has good name and my mother
and father chose it for me. All

the students who graduate from
Friends School are successful and

famous. (Mahmoud Al-Badawi )

maybe my children will study here [

" respectful, forgiving, loving, giving &

| those who have should help others. &

- I'm proud to be in the Friends
“ | School because it is great school, I
understand everything in class. It is

the most fun school I have ever
gone to. I wish I could stay at this
school until I graduate. Sometimes
when there is a problem between me
and my friends the teachers always
help us. And when I have a problem
about the homework that we have
to do, the teachers help me
understand what I have to do. I love
the Friends School. It is the best.
(Nadia Abdulhadi)

I am proud to be in the Friends Girls
School because when T joined it I
found some friends. They told me it
is known as one of the best schools,
the teachers love everyone and
they teach us many things. My
friends and I are from the first
grade together till now. The school
gives us afterschool activities like
sports, music, art and other things.
The school has big trees and
playgrounds and everything is
green.( Murad Haddad)
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George Siniora

Zayd Sharif

Dina Saffarini

Ramzi Massad

Rami Toubassi

Yara Zaru

Rawand Akel

Rand Kurdi

Nadeen Maayeh

Yara Awwad

Salam Sawalha

Sabina Awwad

George Kaileh




Tareq Habash Mariam Abu-Ajaj Leena Toubasi

Said Shaltaf Layan Bitar Ahmad Khalili

Coreen Hanna Mohammad Khalayleh Michael Awad

Ahmad Badran



Raja Sakakini Zainah Jarrar Mohammad Sabbagh

Mayar Bakr Ward Sagfelhait Marweh Afaneh

Tala Zein Hilda Atallah Hiba Najjar




Wessam Hassan

Khalil Dahdah

Dunia Kassis

Hamdli Malhies

George Kaileh

Bassil Natsheh

Daoud Tannous

Fuad Aref

Mohammad Beirat

Adnan Badran

Marah Abdelaal

Amr Issa

Issa Asbah

Dalia Nassr




Yasmin Huleileh Nadine Najjab

Lynne Sadedin Lama Saffarini

Mahmoud Al-Badawi Ziena Musleh Murid Rifai Nicole Zakkak

Mays Dahadha Wardeh Daibes Saif Elian



Sama Abu Hamdieh Fahed Sayej Shams Hanieh

Walid Shalabi Salamah Al-Asmar Nadia Abdelhadi Jawal Asbah

Eid Dalalshe Dalia Kharraz Dareen Magboul Ahmad Salhi
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Names of days
” Long of people believed in many different gods and goddesses. They believed
/' in a sun god and a moon goddess. They believed in a goddess of love and a god of
| war. Some people thought the day of the week should be named after these gods
§l and goddesses. They named one day of the week after the sun god. This day
| became Sunday and this is what we call it today. Another day was named after
i the moon goddess. Some important gods and goddesses from whom the names of
\ the week were taken from are: Frigga - Tiu - Thor - Saturn and Weden.

 (George Tanous)

My family

My favorite season

g We all know that the year is
g composed of four seasons and they
¢ are winter, sprin?, summer and
/' autumn. Some people like summer, some
B people like spring, others like winter and
¥ autumn and the all have different reasons.
| For me summer is my favorite season
| because there are many things that we do in
| summer like swimming, eating ice-cream and
| traveling. Most of the weddings happen in
d summer. In summer days we don't have to
i wake up early fo go to school. For all these
d reasons I like summer more than any
l other season.

‘ Dalia Abu Al-Hayj)

I live in Jerusalem with my mummy and daddy
and my sister Maryam. Our flat is on the
second floor. There is a comfy living room and a
cozy kitchen. There are three bedrooms: one
for Maryam, one for me and one for daddy and
mommy. We have lots of vines growing around
our house and lots of grapes o eat. We live on
the top of our grandparent’s house. Sometimes
my great grandmother Siti Em Hader stays with
us. She is over 90 and tells funny stories. But I'm
taller that Siti Em Hader! I always go downstairs
To chat and play with my family, most of the time I
make them coffee and tea. We sometimes eat
downstairs, especially in Ramadan, we have fatour
and sahour together (Firielle Al Ju'beh)

Skunk
\ / Long ago, the skunk's ancestors lived in the North
\d| Pole. They went south to become warmer. One day

i They decided to leave and go to another place where
\ people and animals live. They did it and the animals
| and people didn't like their smell. They wanted to kick | /
A Them. Skunks move at night because they are active /|
A af night. Their color changed to black except a\/ |
A stripe of white which was the color of Th7 ‘.'l

Living in America
When I was four years old I went to
America. We lived three years there. T
was in a school and there I had a lot of
friends. I had a Pakistani friend Jahz who
was my best friend. And T had a friend
named Diego. I went to school by bus most
of the time. I had fun when it snowed. We
played with it and made snowman with snow,
carrots, biscuits and bananas. We enjoyed
our time in the USA. (Tareq Al Assa)

M\ ancestors. I hope their smell will change to a
U\ good smell.

(Kamal Nasir) ,%f' W‘_’ b
My hamster \J"“ /[ I

At my birthday party my uncle brought me two hamsters. I was so happy. I called them Spick and
Hummy. I bought them big cage. I played with them every day. I loved them very much. I took
them everywhere. I held them and they didn't bit me. All EJ friends came to my house to see
Spick and Hummy. But unfortunately the two hamsters di

. I was so angry and I cried very much.
(Yazan Meqdadi)
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New Member in our Family

It was August 1999, specifically on the 8™ of August, that my
small family consisting of my father, mother and I welcomed the
new member of our family. It was a very beautiful cute girl named
Zain. Finally, I had a sister. On that day, I went to the hospital with my
Dad to see my sister. When I entered the room, I saw a very small cute
crying baby. My Mom fed her and immediately she went to sleep. Two days
later, we all went home and celebrated this happy event with the extended family
members. I started taking care of my sister. I helped my Mom with feeding my
sister by giving her the bottle, and bathing her. Day after day and year after year she
grew up and we became best friends. It is pleasure to have a sister! (Jawdat N. Rajha)

An Experience that affected my life

It was spring time when my grandfather was sick, and it was the first time to see him very
week. Although I was five years old, but I could feel how each one of my family was worried
about my grandfather. I kept asking my dad if my grandpa will recover and get well soon. He
and mom kept assuring me that he will get better but he had to be transferred to a hospital in

Amman for consultation and more medical supervision.

I remember very well when my grandpa kissed me a goodbye kiss and told me that he will be back.

I felt very sad and started crying when he got into the ambulance. Two weeks later, my grandpa

passed away in Amman. His body was brought to Ramallah and was buried here.

For several months, I could not believe that my grandpa is not around anymore and I kept having
the feeling that he will be back one day. I miss my grandpa. He is the one who taught me how to
draw. Also, he used to read to me stories and tell me about the magazine he used to publish which
was called "Tarek". Until now every time I draw something nice, I say my grandfather is the one

who taught me how fo draw. (Tarek Rafidi)

My big brother

After finishing high school, my big brother Abdo traveled to Egypt to study Civil Engineering in
Cairo University. I still remember the day when he left. I had mixed feelings, I was happy as my
brother was leaving to get a higher degree, I was also sad, because I'm going to miss him a lot. T
will miss his kindness and caring. T also felt proud because he succeeded and brought happiness to
all the family. My brother is my idol. He is hardworking, soft hearted and funny. I love him so much.
He gave me a big great motive. Now I know that I mist study hard and stop fooling around...and
become more serious. Studying hard is not a problem ... but being serious..hmmm..I think I need a

miracle. (Sabal Anwar Zein )

My Baptism
I was baptized on October 1998, when I was two years old, with my cousins. In our Anglican Church,
the baptized child should have two god fathers and one god mother, so I had my uncles and aunt
who took care of me and helped my parents in rising me up. Our family was so happy for that event,
they made a big party after the ceremony they invited our relatives and friends for a big feast. I
still remember that I was horrified when the priest poured the water over my head, that was an
exciting event in my life, I will never forget. (Wadi Nasir)
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Reunion of
My Family
~ Lately, my mother received the
Palestinian Identity. She has been unable to-
leave the country and see her family for over .
twelve years because of not having the identity. The
next day, Al-Jazera T.V., came to our house and inferviewed
my mother. They asked her a few questions. My mom was brave
and did not cry while being interviewed.
As a result, this Christmas vacation, we are planning to go to Jordan to
visit my grandparents and I am very excited. My mom cannot wait to see her
“family. Two years ago, my sister and I visited my grandparents who spoilt us."
- We stayed there for two weeks. It was a great vacation. We went to the mall,
swimming, visited the animal zoo, the bird zoo, and the carnival. We used to eat

~ "Manakeesh" every Friday and we had lots of Pizza at Pizza Hut and other

restaurants.

My aunt, is also joining us Yo Amman as she herself has not visited her relatives for eleven
years cause she had the same problem my mother had; no identity card. T am sure it will be’
the greatest vacation because it will be a family reunion.

. (Daoud Abu Ajaj )

Our New Present

On October first 2007, a delightful present was sent to us from God. It was a new baby. It was

one of the school days when my grandmother called us from Amman to tell us that my aunt had a
new baby girl. We were so happy to have this wonderful baby that my aunt was trying to have since
she got married. Now the new baby is one month old and her name is Farah.

Farah has black eyes and she weighs 3.8 k and she is 57 cm tall. She was born in the Arabia
Hospital in Amman. All my family and relatives that live in Amman went to see Farah.
Unfortunately we have not seen her yet but we are going in June to attend her baptism ceremony.
Also, my aunt who lives in America will come too. I am waiting for June to come.

~ (Laura Tannous)

Moving to the New House

In the summer of 2004, my family and I moved to our new house in Ramallah, in Al-Tireh Street.
That year, I was 8 years old .When the new house was finished, we collected our clothes and
belongings and packed them in bags. Then we moved them to the new house .After this, we
arranged everything in its place and the house was ready to sleep in.

My new house is so beautiful and big .Everyone has his own room and bathroom. There is a big
basement that everyone can use for many things like birthday parties. We have many kinds of
frees and flowers which my father planted and likes as orange trees, lemon trees, apple trees,
cherry trees and also strawberries.

Our relatives and other people came and visited us in our new house. They all wanted to see how
it is built from the inside and what the new decoration is. I love my new house, and I don't want
to live anywhere else. It is good to have a big house.

~ (Shafiq Asbah )
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One Experience 1
Went Through

T have been through many experiences in life
but the most difficult one that I will never forget is
the incursion of Ramallah. Tt was a few years ago when T
was still young, a curfew was imposed by the Israeli forces
and many tanks and Israeli jeeps entered Ramallah. We could hear
the sound of shooting and shelling everywhere. I was really scared
that T could not sleep that night.
It was one early morning, as soon as my mom woke up; she heard sounds of
tanks near our house. So, quickly, she looked through the window and found out
that Israeli soldiers started parking near our house. She put on her ICRC vest
and took her British passport and went down the stairs before the Israeli army
exploded the door. My mother opened the door and fold them not to shoot. There
were about ten tanks and four Jeeps. When the soldiers saw that my mom was wearing
the vest, they calmed down and quickly put their guns down. One of the soldiers told my
mom that they were planning o stay in our building until the incursion is over. But my
mother convinced them that it was not a good idea because there were about ten children in
the building. So luckily, they were convinced and left the area peacefully.
That night I could not sleep well because I was so scared that They would come back again, but
thank God they did not. T will never forget that awful experience. (Raneen Saba)

A Family Event - Olives Picking

Every year in autumn my family gathers to celebrate the olive harvesting season. For years, my
family owned land planted with olives trees. Some of the trees are two or three hundred years old.
During the month of October we all join in picking olives.

Early in the morning, we all meet at my grandparent's house fo have breakfast together, and set
off to the fields. At first, we lay plastic sheets under the frees to collect any falling olives. We
carry cotton bags to place the olives we gather in to later collect all of the harvest in big plastic
bags. My job is usually to climb the ladder to pick olives from the high branches.

My grandfather always asks us to take care not to break any branches. "The olive tree is a
freasure, it is a blessed tree," he says, "the more you take care of it, the more it will give back"
Picking olives is a good way to spend with the family. We celebrate it as an event. It strengthens
family ties, group us young and old and keep us attached to our land. (Saji Majaj )

My exciting event
I went To a soccer game in summer, in Tel Aviv. The game was between:
Real Madrid Vs. Sakhneen. Read Madrid is a Spanish team, and Sakhneen is an Arab Israeli feam,
it has Palestinian and Israeli players. Me, Bashar, my cousin Ehssan, my mom, and my brother
Husam went to the game.
Real Madrid is my favorite team. It has my favorite players like: Guti, Sergio Ramos, Robinho,
Ruud Van Nisterlooy, Raul ... T used to like Zidan but he retired from the soccer after the last
World Cup.
The game ended 8-0 with real Madrid winning, 4 goals from Guti, and 1 goal from Raul, and the
rest from other players.
Though it was the best day in my life, I thought it would never end. But when I got home I went
straight to bed. I dreamt about the game the whole night. (Rama Amer)
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"Even Though"

This year I would like to share with you two poems , “They are a

celebration and exploration of what it means to be included ... or

the pain of being excluded ."

“The poems represent inclusion through the thoughts and words of

children and are a festament and celebration of their achievement
~and commitment to bringing down bcxr'r'le,r's to enable other children

to learn play, socialize and live together "

Even Though* ' ' INCLUSION*

Even though it’s hard to write, I is for including everyone even if they have a disability
I can still fly a kite .

N is for never excluding no matter what

. t spell iR g
pienibangf canicl el C is for caring for others less able

I can ride my pony well.

Even though it’s hard to read , L. is for letting others join with your games
My dog is happy when T hold his lead . U can help people overcome their fears
Even though I'm not organized , S is for sharing with everyone ,everywhere
I can still win a prize . I can help others if they have a problem

Even though it's hard to learn my
timetables ,
Tt doesn’t matter when I’'m at the stables .

O is for others ,not just thinking about yourself
N is Never! Never ! excluding others

"These children know that words and actions can heal .They can spread warmth and joy. They
can bind us together into one people one worid .

Through those words we hope to inspire our children to express their feelings and fo reach

a better understanding of differences, building together a fairer more equal community
where all children belong .

Salma Khalidi
Special Educational Needs Coordinator

*written by children with special needs ,selected from
(Even Though ,a collection of poems on inclusion NASEN 2007 )

| | | i | |
f y | J | / i
4

Children are children, all children need love, all children need to belong, and all children need
to have the chance to develop through play and interaction with others. All children have the
right in learning. So we are different and learn differently. Students with learning difficulties
are special as every person is, but with these children the steps to learning are higher, longer,
and steeper. As teachers we are the persons supporting our children up these steps.

Rana Toubassi Mustakiem
Special Education Teacher
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Learning
English is a challenging task
for our students since it is a
second language not commonly
used at home.

To make learning vivid, students in
grades (2-5) are exposed to
different approaches leading to
enlightenment and fun at the same
time. One of the fechniques used is
oral presentation in “show and fell”,
whereby students are assigned
topics or are free to choose a
subject o talk about in class. show
and tell prepares them to make

speeches.

Students also write reports about
science, history, countries, paintings,
family, experiences, etc.. and make
their presentation in class. Pictures,
posters, maps, models are always
used to clarify and emphasize ideas
that will make it easier to the
listeners in the classroom.

Students enjoy their work and
always get enthusiastic to
participate in these activities. This
of course will raise their linguistic
skills and encourage them to study
and work more.

Vera Dabit
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WHAT 1S ReRINE BURRIESZ

Reading Buddies is a program that matches older students with younger ones, for example, Upper KG with Third
 Graders, ' Graders with U™ Graders, etc. The goal is to help elementary school students improve their reading
 skills and to become more enthusiastic readers. In effect, the older students support and become role models
; for emerging readers. Reading Buddies also helps promote cross-age friendships.Once a week Reading Buddies

meet up to share books. The older students will gain valuable volunteer experience, while developing a great
bond with their younger Buddies.

Everyone has loved if!

BY MOMA HALABY
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"PEN PALS PROJTECT "

The Grade Three English students had a wonderful opportunity to participate in a "Pen Pal”
. letter writing project with an American School in Santa Cruz, U.S.A.

Although this was a fun initiative, aimed at improving their writing abilities, many of the
students took this project very seriously. Most students wrote two or three drafts prior to
. completing their actual letters. Here are some examples of fheir first letters to their new
. American pen pals.

: Rosalind Viveash
. English Teacher

DEAR KELSEY, Grade 3

. Thank you for your beautiful letter. My Thank you for your beautiful letter. My name is
name is Nada Aker and I am eight years Jude and I am nine years old. I have lost five
old. T don't have any pefs and my teeth. My favorite subject in school is writing.
hobbies are dancing, horse back riding I have two brothers but I don't have any

. and ballet. T want to tell you about my sisters. My hobby is drawing. I love to draw and
family. I have one brother and his name I don't have any pets. Do you have any sisters?
is Kareem. Do you have any brothers How many friends do you have? I have ten
and sisters? My school is very big. My friends.

English teacher is Miss Rosalind. I

would like to have your photo please. ~ Yours sincerely, Jude Milhem.
Looking forward to hearing from you
. again.
Yours sincerely, Nada Aker Thanks for your wonderful letter. My name is
Sama Eid. My birthday is n September 25™. I
DEAR ZAK, like to play football and I like t dance too. I
. have fish. Do you like to dance ballet? T like to
I would like thank you for your listen to the music foo. Do you help your

. wonderful letter. My name is Omar. I mother at home? I do. I like your name
am eight years old and I'm in the third Sophia”.
. grade at Friends School in Ramallah. I

, Your sincerely, Sama
like my school so much because my ¥

teachers are good and I like to play DEAR RAY,
. with my friends at school. Sometimes
we play football together and we have My name is Ahmad and I am eight years old. I
fun. I have thirteen fish, and two dogs. speak Arabic and I am learning English. My
My favorite subject is Math and my hobbies are swimming and football. T have
favorite sport is basketball. My three brothers and I don't have any sisters.

favorite color is yellow. I like to travel My brother's names are Bashar, Amr and
to London because my dad is living Waseem. My school's name is Friends. I love
there. I live in Palestine and my city is my school. What is your school name? My
called Ramallah. T am very happy that teachers name is Miss Rosalind. T have play
you became my new friend. station.

. Sincerely, Omar Jubeh Your new friend, Ahmad AbuEin
| g |

5
|
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_ » Nobody can ever tell you that you are doing
) something wrong in artill

- We work with children from different ages (6-12). The Art room is on the

upper floor of the school building. It features a number of fables and shelves, a sink

and several bulletin boards. In the Art room we try to create a working environment in which
children can feel safe and comfortable, and we want their art experience to be full of life.

Our program covers six basic art areas: collage, painting, clay, drawing, printmaking, and
construction. For each of these, we order materials that are satisfying for the eye and stimulating to
the touch, also we encourage and respect each child's way of working and let each one work on his or
hers own pace. We want to make sure that the things they do in Art don't overwhelm them that the
children with their different abilities can find success in whatever they do.

ART Teachers
JUMADA SAKAKIVI
TATIANA STAROVOOULOVA
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New Program for Teaching "Technology" at the Friends Girls School

At the beginning of the current scholastic year 2007 - 2008, the School has decided to adopt
a new approach with hands on for teaching Technology for grades five and six. The infroduction
of this approach was initiated by the Episcopal Center for Technological and Vocational Training
in Ramallah. This new approach emphasized the importance of teaching Technology not only in
theory but also in practice. A visit was organized to the Episcopal Centre where we discussed
this new approach and visited the various sections of the Centre which included the drawing,
welding, mechanical as well as the computer department.

The blessing of the Principal was granted to purse this hew approach and a decision was taken
to proceed in this teaching method for grade five only. A weekly visit for each class has been
organized.

The first project was welding, so the students were organized in groups and each group came
up with a project for implementation such as a football platform, a three Dimentional ship of
two layers, the school logo and other projects. This was accomplished in four sessions. In the
following four sessions, the students were introduced to the engineering drawing department
and were given the chance to learn basic drawing skills using T ruler, friangles and the drawing
board as well as free drawing using square sheets. The third department that the students
were being introduced to is the K'nex program which is mainly related to the mobility mechanics
and structures. Through the meetings we held, the pupils were glad fo try their best to come
up with structures of several models, and tried to turn them on fo work electrically. Currently,
we are back to drawing to match math and drawing skills together.

From our observation, we have found that the students have enjoyed and benefited this new
approach and we hope that during the coming school year this program will be introduced to
other classes.

Computer & Technology Teacher
Georgina Bosheh
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It has become a yearly tradition at our school to conduct an English Day, for the sixth year in a
raw the school has been adopting an English day that reflects some of the English learning
experiences throughout the scholastic year. It is the quality and quantity of activities that
make the English Day a success. It reflects the fluency of the students and their ability to use
the English language competently. Inother words, it reflects the good teaching methods used
by the teachers and the credentials of the students. During this day, the students produce
several performances such as plays, quotations, songs, and speeches. A lot of effort is put by
the staff (English, music and art teachers) and the students to ensure the best. It is essential
to mention that many forigners visit the school in addition to the parents of the students are
always impressed with the students' performances. The English Day is the platform that
reflects a true testimony of the school's high standared in English. our English days were held
on april 17-19-21 for grades (1-2), (5-6), (3-4)

Frieda Khayat |




DEAR SECOND GRADERS

I am proud of you and of your great
accomplishments throughout this year. You have
grown in many ways and worked very hard. Each of
you has shined like a star. You are now ready to
begin another successful year. Thank you for your
smiles, love. You have all brightened my life in so
much ways. Good luck for the coming year.

Renee’ Bahu
2" grade English teacher
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This year, the Friends Schools drama activities have been
a challenging endeavor, but one that the school fully
endorses. Eighty nine third grade students were involved in
drama activities that have been very rewarding. The
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“Whatever they grow up to be, they are still our children, &

the one most important of all the things we can give to them

is unconditional love. Not a love that depends on anything at

all except that they are our children.” Rosaleen Dickson
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THE

. BABY

STORE

CLOTHES ¢ SHOES
NB-14 YEARS
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Fashionable

Comfortable
Affordable
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Fedl  pisles Jlae

Tel:02 2957279
Email: baby_shilav@yahoo.com
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For the First time in Palestine!

The finest hand made Chocolates

and Truffles

Gift Boxes- Wedding and
Graduation Favors-
Special requests -
Children’s corner

Opposite Friends Girls School - Ramallah
Telefax 2957162

S

g - - Ramallah Main St. Tel: 02-2955996
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