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FROM THE DIRECTOR

The graduation of our 100" class at the FBS this year will provide me with an additional opportunity
to reflect on the School’s impact and future direction. When asked about my educational vision for the
school, | often reply that if the Friends School can create independent, analytical thinkers, avid readers,
creative writers as well as decent human beings that embody the values of service and equality, then we
have truly fulfilled our mission.

The track record of graduates from previous generations demonstrates our success. My recent trip to Dubai
this year in which | got a chance to visit alumni and attendees was reassuring, not only in terms of their
personal and professional achievement, but also in terms of their lasting love for the School. Their loyalty and
appreciation was heartfelt, expressed so clearly throughout a special fundraising event. In their speeches,
and later in their most generous actions, we received from alumni, attendees and their friends $169,000 in
one evening — most of which will go for the building of a new Kindergarten and Auditorium at the FGS. This
accomplishment reasserted that the ‘spirit of giving' is alive and well among the Palestinian Diaspora.

This year, we have witnessed incredible achievements among our senior class as well, with students
being accepted to top universities such as Harvard, Stanford, Columbia, MIT, Swarthmore and other
selective institutions throughout Europe and the U.S. The senior’s accomplishments are also evidence
of the quality of our teaching and educational program as a whole. We are proud of our 100" graduating
class and thank them for their hard work and wonderful gift to the school — the stone bench will stand there
for years to remind us all of this special class.

Notwithstanding these achievements, we know that room for improvement always exists. As school
Director, my key task is to make sure issues of quality are not compromised by financial limitations.
An increase in revenue is not the only precursor to improvements in educational programming—it
takes planning and commitment from all of us to achieve our goals. This is what the focus of this year
has been. What is quality to us, to parents, to teachers and to students and how can we collectively
improve on it. The School through the extraordinary services of consultant Nora Lester-Murad, hopes
to produce a Quality Report Card during the summer that will shed greater light on our performance.
Just as any student awaiting the results of her report card, | find myself quite nervous as | anticipate
the School’s results, knowing that there will be the ‘As’ but also the ‘Cs and Ds’ which will in turn direct
us to better target our improvements for the years to come. My hope is that we can use the results of
this survey to set a benchmark to track our performance in the future.

All our successes could never materialize without the dedication and hard work of the Friends School
family—teachers, administrators, and staff alike—and | am confident that, together, we can overcome
the difficulties that face our School and our nation today.

Thank you all for making this year a huge success!

Joyce A jlonny
Director of Friends School

Ramallah/El-Bireh Friends School Graduates in
Dubai singing the school song

=




Y e Y s, &
» d * 3

With a record enrollment of over 1100 girls and boys, the School Board had much to do this year in setting
policies and ensuring the school's development and financial stability. The Board of Trustees had to make
important policy decisions including those relating to changes in tuition fees and staff terms and conditions,
strategic planning for the Schooal, its annual budget and accounts, and general academic and physical school
development. Itis important to note that all Board decisions are made in the manner of Quakers -- by consensus
and with no voting -- even though some members may be more hesitant than others on some issues.

This year the Board meetings focused discussions on the ever-so-important issue of business development.
The School, with the Board’'s encouragement engaged the services of a top-notch Business Development
Consultant, to help examine ways for increasing our revenue base and decreasing the pressure of tuition
increases on parents. Sam Bahour has worked/volunteered with the school in that capacity throughout the
school year and has re-confirmed to us through concrete recommendations that excellent opportunities
exist for revenue generation. To ensure our commitment we appointed a full-time Business Development
Coordinator to see through some of these recommendations. The business priority for the Board is developing
of the infamous Friends School/el-Bireh Sports Field into a possible commercial and sports facility. Being
a highly strategic site, we know that we need to consult widely prior to moving forward and hope that this
commitment and effort will shortly translate into actual implementation in the very near future.

Being an effective Board member is no easy task,
especially in the climate of change and challenge
we continue to face in Palestine. | wish to thank all
members and especially ourclerk, Samer Shehadeh,
for the countless hours of personal time they have

given to serve the Friends School community. Eriends SehanilSpoiE el ErBen
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS. | 3CHO0L REPRESENTATIVES.
Varsen Aghabekian Diana Abdel Nour — FGS Principal
Joyce Ajlouny Jeries Abu El-Etham — FBS Acting Principal
Cario Arafat Sylvia Khalaf — FGS Staff Representative
Bishara Dabbah (departed mid-year) Frieda Khayat — FGS Deputy Principal
Allyn Dhynes Mazen Qatato — FBS Staff Representative

Ghassan Khatib
Samer Shehadeh - Chair
Jane Masri

gmzfe /4 j(o:-mef

Director of Friends School Ramallah/El-Bireh
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When you have a big problem don’t say God | have a big problem, say, hey
problem | have a big GOD...
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Jibril, Massad,
Chief accountant Deputy chief Accountant
accountant

Kassis,
Assistant to the
| director

Danfoura,
Development officer (UNDP)
Stephan.Qanzo'a, _
Assistant to the director
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Noise! Moise! loisel

Noise! Noise! Noise! That is all | hear! The college counseling office
* is too small for the junior/senior dance committee, but here we are
anyways. Loud conversations, one on top of the other . . . everyone has
a different opinion! Red or gold decorations? Jim Harb Hall or the new
gymnasium? Food or no food? To me, it is chaos; to them, it is activity
planning, and the strange thing is that they are actually getting it done! This
is only one meeting of hundreds throughout the year that were much the
same. From the Bonfire to the Dances to Open Day to Chapel to new clubs to
scholarships to a visit from Harvard Representatives and on and on .. .what a
great year!

| must say that the second year of college guidance was much more beneficial to students than
the first! During November and December we were quite busy trying to complete applications,
transcripts and recommendations. It was so hectic! The seniors though got their work done and
are feverishly waiting for responses! They applied to a wide range of universities all over the world
including Harvard, Yale, Columbia, MIT, Stanford, Oxford and more, all over Europe and the U.S.
That is not to mention our faithful few who are intent on going to AUB, AUC or the like, which too
are excellent institutions. Nonetheless, we wish them all a wonderful college experience!

Also, serving as activities coordinator made the year much more interesting! | started the first
semester with an introductory chapel about upcoming activities and in September we had a Back
to School Bonfire. We had so much fun! Barbecue, balloons, sack races, tug-o-war, bobbing for
apples, hot dog eating contests, good music and a huge fire! It was great. As

the year progressed we were able to host a variety of events including a

concert by musician and Social Activist David Rovics, a college workshop

for studying in the U.S. with representatives from Harvard, Open Day,

the Junior/Senior Dance, a Valentines Dance, unique Chapel programs, ‘,‘ .
and more. Furthermore, it has been especially nice to see the fruition :
of such clubs as the Social Service Club, Amnesty International FBS “".
Chapter, and the Student led newspaper. These activities not only
enlarge extra-curricular portfolios, they also provide quality
social and leadership opportunities which contributes to
students’ “larger” educational experience.

|
Thanks again for another wonderful year at FBS! 1 f"

John Hishmeh
The Counsler




: B e L9
_— Y , & . '

g il Galanll oloi ywlwi lbill

Loty (A gl o il cph sl 5 TabiiWU I 331 o st 1] Ly dinasdas L1 o g0 o ellin
petlill 2 £ 55 Al las " gt o g sieo S Usha com Bl i laal 3l g A 01 3
il call 3 llin ChuSlly LA  Saailly D gl o Lo Ly o Lol S5las ety lady) pd
* Bl 13 (38 5 ZalisH1 o Sl cye Lyl i g
(o 1830 Bl ot L) 1 s e el SN, i Tl syl s b g i ol
i_a,udfgmhaﬁsgas.;gw|mdi%_ac_;,g,ﬂm@ybux,nu@ﬁtﬁywytqsﬁw
Lable Tl 5al () o S eampnl 3a L plidan g
Lo LB Lol 305 £ gt 00 ) g Ly i iy g i o1 51
il 52 s el OIS ey bl g a3 Aol 05300 g s 5 6 paL
Lis 2l Lim clalad Loy Tloall €l 5 el o g alall sle oty T ull il i 51
S B o113 i s g AT
S L dadlany (ool 58 Lo 50500 g el 13a Gliadl b B o pasal canl g oo o ety o pranal B (o pulally
Agialls 2o 00 2 5l g 52T Lol ia Ja35 28 5o Lssas o B s g3
ol Loy Lolalally Zaladl shaias 5ol pllad ¥ iny SIS B3 A (o Jseall o (35 o L p5all e ¥ iy
E_Aias‘lg_éf?.lsai..\lde_é‘@um&d@aqjﬁkthMIb_ngj%fLa,_,JJJLMJflIwi;)!p‘lwds_‘mme._,&_}milg\:ﬁ
o £ 8 g S il g SpngBlif oLl 3 Lo By o Jo9) Lans S Slgwalan 5 L3 lol Lo DS 8 085 J Sl
‘JQL:.@F.ALLIQNBJIJ:.:.L,_Q P}_.JIE_‘.JL,‘,S\AAQTEJQJ?__,J@.&JAT‘_‘J!J..&@JMYIdﬂﬁTQ\,JJ}M‘a.@_\SijA Ja g Sal5ayl
{ime S @liadune el ya @0kl Oy Busie  gume guo o Tl 4t o 8 0de ualic olia
B i Lyanaly LYl i paill e 35 0 Ll 30515 sy Lol Lol sl il L 3l 50 Tidil] ll ) S Ly
planlS bale s delaadl Talins ple ellis (gunhy b L8 LA0 aun e o 8L e 155 Tim Lual) Ll Lalists J5Y1 Lo T gy paal
Loagns 3l ol ol e U530 L sy g B 52 Cpm o BB 5 Talis ¥ el g cro bl 50 3308 51 syl i all 85 .0
“ Tl Ja¥ cpalally 1Y) o ploaols 005 By Lol 00 Gasled Tl e Jans it pramall S0 Lyl
ol B g fase ( salall a5 atlall cp S 059 Ulsn LBl e oyl g Lalis¥l Dile 8 Ll 5,655 s Loyl B Ml
Sl om sl sl 213 Jelsilin 5 51 praal e e s . silly caladl S i Lo gmes 7 smsdl 5555 i Zalll o ol
Bl (Galal) 0 AT (e el gy s e 3 g gl Lo im oy RS 1301 g Rl o] o o el Ky ity AT
B crmos B oo 45 Y Uk 0l wn Y e O S5m0 ¥ 301 plil) o Bl o LS La3AS, 30
Tl gl e mpal (08 e ) iS5 |yt s (S 691 T 68530 o0 kel Lty Bl e Cpins Ll 35 gl 3
e JS Lol Faloall oy Loy Lo S g Balis ¥ o gl 8 Aol 8, Ll s Les w3203,
e Jolaill o8 iyl g Gl o) AT o S5 parlid T3 (g8 JAY g it ¥ iy s A plusa ¥l o (61 o Bt Jir ¥ oY1 50
e Lo O gl (o 8 L Tl 35 9 SIS gl el iy Lo £ 30 iy s 3 g alibli (i CIMERY i oy sl 5 8L
Pl o B Ll L) ) 50 8,801 (3055 Lo s sl Lol 033 Bl 515103 gn a1 ng Jolos i 5 (il Ll
S oy Gl Lol oty il LAY o iSY1 pil L el o SISyl Ll 355050 s 5 Byl 51003 5 538050 5
o2l ol Uil g3 2 08 g sms Ll gl oLl g1 ) Lin ¥l alams o o Y Gaes T B Y i K15 agB0Y Juadl duanlad &y
Loghe (il gl ool 3 aging s o sha 1im (i ¢ Ll st 60 53] s (3 58] e s 3 el gt o e Ll 53 52 e
Ualuate 51 3L 5 Y upanlor Gusm i ¥ galall ol 5 Ul camadl 2 Tl sl sl g sl 51l G Ry Bkl 527 il
: (sl omim) By S o)
el i Bl (e T 0 7V0 s Ui ol Ll it 459 5 K e g i o ol (m —insSli— Jo¥ g
2! (0 Lo Ll el 13 ¥ 2l ST 550 50931 g sl Bl o e K o ¥ 5 s s 8 ) ons
Ay 0 bl 5 W e IS (B g 0] 5 T o T3l 0 3 3 p o g 31 Bl sl TSI e el o] el o .5 com
5)&1@,;,;»&3’@&@@9@.“_&gjéz..ml\,dﬂmﬂ%mwk@ua)ﬁMifgjx—mﬁpmgtwﬁ—Jy?hgﬁu@
baalsS g ppasalio s S oo ell3 G55 5las 00 (Tl il e 0 sl (3 550 W Loy 3 g Lo alnd ding ol 5 55801y p S Y
A e pul) Lalad¥l g elld 42 5la3 gl g agBlnl A e
(Ao ¥ Tl gl gl g Lo 501 5510] Jan3 (o sl S ¥ I3 g pnin sy &l gl plionsy LAY e S 23 Sign ¥ an i fm
Ii)lﬂ&;igazﬂﬁﬂwi_ﬁ;\gl_?.:‘%,jL@:‘_Jjj.m,_Lu:.:.eLm_;‘yiJS;_,L_aI:\T.J_“:,,_u“,.xl'.‘;Lla:d';g\ﬁgzdiolf.\AUlJJuk__;.lJ_}Qn,;%
.LJJA;T&J.‘:.JE*J:‘thju‘,m”mmx;ﬂﬁdhljdap?La_;,.?'uo_«._,

@

t.éLn.u.CJAE






ey & , & , &

s oo Tl A 81 Ll S350 5 T Agelid y LsLat sLall 33
glasyly lsadly Guaally Talull cpo biat dseaitio 3 Lk 55 nawdo 3 Lailly dule gl y bl oo ale &
Lbes O was Ll ) o gallay aglaly G Al o gm 5 e Lol Za 53l Lellass IS DL 2 gha § e eal 3 Y1 g a153IN1

Ol Lo 5 il ) 0 a8 gl sl 381 (5 paling Lo O i s oo
pmgondl Sllall o gl i g ol s aladi e all wlilay (8 50555 a3 saiil | gdall poui sl bl 8
JSI oIS ple 3 pem 5 St 5 oI oo o0l 00 i 500 Ju g cpmy bl sl 313 s Lt
R s Al e A S udly Ba 3y e Lodlh s o Ll
D3e e - 5
e [NE Eremty




dﬁé.ﬁbd'udbb.._m L\_\.J_aur.‘fuLu..LgﬁleJL&mtl‘lmlwiuAng!wJ mJMLGJstb?wm

&J.L...u}“.: rL_J_:A.JL:LuIqua.JJ_u:.. ‘de:._'lgm‘).\‘:_‘ c_m‘_gdll_uh LQLMQSJM?JJ\AJAUJMI‘;J‘SJHWM'IbMLFHSJAJ
ﬁ.‘sbﬁL@l‘uM‘hlyﬁdﬁﬂbL@JcMujd_mMEjﬁds P‘AJ‘LJhu&AJJjJU—HL&d‘FL:IuﬁﬁH‘LS
L@JJ&ﬁL@L’IJ\)u@J)"u&J\}AL@AJL}U‘SJ (_JPJMUAJJJ‘LL” ‘JU‘H Jﬂ‘djhﬁbhﬂﬁb.ﬂﬁ@‘édﬂ;ﬂ‘

) bl i gk 2 ,¥1 sl JS GIS 5 50Y o3 dlans (o dndl pula Yl a3

Y ol 150 5 e Y E Be 0 al e JS - s« el €5 sl anl s S ¢ JAN ) Ll

......................... a1 358 ellin L5318 el (g Loy

oo Wl Iasaay Jas ool Y

Ls;u;}x;ll1‘m’5

et

sy










o= S Al

E‘;MMQTL,Jmwiguﬁmuwnqh@musmﬁmuwd‘wmdwc&uw@. i gSuat) ¢ 5Lk
‘sLlﬂ..!A @L@J‘JSJJ?‘FLSJLGA—LH'L)[S MM‘&A@MJJ&JMJMJ Lyac_);_su_u.rl_ha]d.i.”ubb.u.nu_qhu
.:-l_sﬂl,,.«_.‘i_. 'ﬁ_':_[ .......... e L..i_'_\.l J;‘U-‘S ‘Lahmkgugtqudm ulﬁ.,..,pl:nﬂ|.uaa1a“3.tumb4;uaz__x\mliuu_\.m’u bJ.:.T_M u.Lu:J

it B3 a5 LT e il Chlpall oS Tinte M s ol Sl Bge e sals ] sl pall i

Aol

oobiadly CaI31) oa 2, 2y

olall s e ssmall o5
el ales o ’l..ucb.a La 305

aBLb Y Gaas el sl 3 e

b addly pue¥t o Lgfiads

LS Llg 5 pa ol clibaaie 8

e O e i e, e s
OBl i 3o el s gua die

e e e e s
oulEd M daualall O paa dic

Lo bl OISM 5 o3l . gt 00

ombie g g Ll

Comdall.. of ol y Ghuall LT JI& e

olgd ey (Fae L)

comd gl Bsaa L) paaddl g as ol Lasa L)

a5kl
7-2-2006




TS T U o ST
AR relnllien
(s B st

gLl Bl g ol i M ldunlpe 5380 gl B 5 o 5 S5l 5 LIS delw@&mwwuﬁulm
UA;JW,_,JIUAJT&_._UM1mw|wdf|y@;u¢dhjjb| ....... LgJJsusH|J$L9_L.Su u_u,m
L_su_mlg,mMJL@UHuﬁyu aliSan ' 5 "KL " Ao "oSaD " hualpall Lla Lowies s alll ol
'&5_\_&_..4..3.4 ............ LQ_‘._Q‘_,.....:.:1L__,__9344.|1&L.“\__.3

L;::;su_n‘).mla.nmds.ﬂ LAJJAAJL,_LQAN_ILGJLAKL.‘\J&J ).EMJ‘thij_La‘\}:J“legsu.ﬂJJam@mlGJ‘&J‘M‘.s..\A
JJ‘;_;LJ‘J.JU_‘.DL‘EJ.LL:&QJSC_L@J :mm‘us[.nfllu)k.nl_\&m.umbg 4_1_991:.!|._JL|‘)SJLS_AAJLQ_@'I‘_9£&J“9_“J| a._u!sg_u.c

b‘JJ.wJTLdLA‘)j pLauJ‘;LEJJunL@_ume;Ln.mJHAQLAJl: S| PR . t_)LLL;Q:):\.u.l'lbdlc.]‘;ide?”&Jm
L@A—AL JLQMLAJJJLAJU_L.J‘-‘&"s[)‘_\.\jnudl_m‘)‘)”l&_)‘_wd_ﬂg_lu_q ...... ;&J‘ﬁb&n%‘Hg};w&u
RN B s bl 85, sl IS 3 ) e

O Basil] ew gl el I Aaias A el] e pudad E0S oS el 8 b 58 Guolel 20S IS ) st g L
uadil) da g i 3 5<I o yia M bia I lialal oS lad ¥ e Leiad 32T S 5T Lgs 303 o gual M sy bt @ gum
iAo el g d8ualall s s diad

N il Ll 1 i ) e e ATy "0l (el 0l 5 (5Dg0n ™ e Sy tsbacdil )L
'n\.l.;mu)LaLu_eLaJ_.a_x_nLS bJ.uS“ua_”ua_uas_)mJLlsu_ou_\A
M\CLJMuu,wwtusd&ﬂmMm‘uwlc_c,t;,sm_m(yummu%ewuﬁ‘;yﬁ
Sl M gl 5]t 3375 IS i 531 S Lot a1 S S 2y

B salll unll s Quyuﬁwlgu@wwJeasmﬁwlmg_a{.sd....n,ﬁ,s B gutios o 8 o] 138 1 gl g 5l
oLl

1S O JiB amlpall S5 0l e

ol 0 Y Jla A Lol e o

flagllof a0l tass, T o

ABLG Ggle i a gl oS Y Lisic o

Banly Lasid Gloas BIS 5 Lol elld g gt ST..... humlal) Gulall fraalis S b ja LS Lpgan s Jualid o sef S

uﬁ.s;l'l casnall oIS 4..\4‘-3.1 LS‘SJ cenlalighl § o lElaall v\ ‘Lul..\.n U.s ........... ..\.1::.1‘_93.13 _,L?_ni?l_g Sl .t_)l_fb ‘3ﬁ| ..\...i".:l.” &JL:‘;‘
S o SN Dl e w2 ko e £33 Fhamlal s s ol i 3 Sl oy

U_m.n.urMJ‘Jﬁn‘JﬂJ‘&Lﬁ&‘@lT:&@M\c_ﬂaJﬁdhm ........ ;_]ﬂ\.‘i',;:.mmu«:._1.?:.4511@;‘,@-01:4&4&!&#‘:.
muwmwwuuummu}wubmjwmuua

alelal ol gua¥l u_u.m.aJ Basasdl g‘d'ﬁ'}]‘@ml&aﬁr—@ﬁ' o) 518 AlinTuie wilad i g o 5 &AM'I‘J_Q.u&JL..Jl lia
amrﬁ§daJ@a&uulM16um&)Luul .......... 3..1:1..\,?.;,_}.5

ollatsae oS Sifuefale SLatlelly ... ;wm@t.ut.mjumpdmgﬂmﬁm&us ngeJluha&JLm
ujﬁ.,ﬂuusg.uﬁypugwuuwgtmmm‘;Lumﬁ.m%tm%avg ;L;f.w\ww‘{quss\,,sLNJ




T+ the tiles could talk, what stories
they would tell.

In 1928 there was a vibrant group of young Palestinian women teaching at the Friends Girls
School. They had recently completed a one-year teacher training course in Lebanon, were living
away from home—hoarders at the Girls School, and were earning their own money for the first time
in their lives (though the biggest portion of it was given to their fathers each month!) Kareemeh
Nasir, Julia Lubbat, Wadia Shatara, Ellen Audi were among these young teachers. Also among
them were several foreign teachers.

Miss Katie Gabriel, the first principal of the Girls School, had retired from her job as headmistress and was
now housekeeper at the school. Every night before retiring to their rooms, these young women gathered
in the sitting room at the school for hot chocolate. Miss Katie had instructed the Palestinian teachers that
when they were offered hot chocolate they were to say, “No thank you, Miss Katie, not tonight.” This was
so there would be sufficient hot chocolate to fill the cups of each of the foreign teachers.

One night, these mischievous young women decided that this night they would each say, “Yes, thank
you, Miss Katie.” And they did. As Miss Katie asked each one she became angrier and angrier. Into
each of their cups she poured a drop of hot chocolate. She couldn’t scold the girls in front of the foreign
teachers, so that night each teacher got a bit of hot chocolate—even though it was just a drop!

If the tiles could talk, what stories 'tﬁey would tell.

When pumpkins were in season, Miss Katie bought a sufficient supply to store in the attic. They
were a cheap, though not very tasty, meal when cut up, stewed and served over rice. The boarders



L
1;"‘ ' and the boarding teachers got tired of pumpkin yak’nee meal,
‘ ‘ ‘ after meal, after meal. If they refused to eat it on meal, it only
= appeared again at the next. Finally, two of the boarding teachers

(barely out of their teens themselves) got the key to the attic and
with fong hat pins poked holes in each and every pumpkin. Soon
the pumpkins rotted and they sighed —At last, no more pumpkin stew!
Miss Katie never knew what caused those pumpkins to rot.

If the tiles could talk, what stories they would tell.

In the early days of the schools it was required that the students (girls and boys) scrub the floors on their
hands and knees. There was an Arabian Princess from one of the Arab Emirates who was a boarder
at the school. She was use to having maid wait on her and had never scrubbed a floor. When it was
her turn, she refused. Her mother was called to the school. Her mother, a princess in her own right,
explained the situation to the principal, Miss Jones, and offered to send a maid to clean in her daughter's
place. Miss Hones said that that would not be necessary that she would scrub in the princess’ place.
So Miss Jones got down on her hands and knees and started to swish the soapy water on the tiles. The
princess and her mother were both in tears pleading with Miss Jones to stop. Miss Jones kept brushing
the soapy water over those worn tiles. Finally, the princess got down on her hands and knees, wiping
the tears from her eyes, she began scrubbing the tiles along with Miss Jones.

If the tiles could talk, what stories they would telll Humorous tales of hot chocolate and pin-poked
pumpkins; tender tales of an Arabian princess scrubbing the floors; tales of a secret society whose
aim was to do nice, kind, thoughtful acts for other students and teachers; tales of young men and
women growing and maturing and becoming the individuals Allah had designed them to be.

Perhaps the tiles would tell a different tale today. Stone walls marred with graffiti; library tables
with the names of students carved into their polished tops; white pillars and walls marked with felt-
tip pens and scrawled with paint; floors littered with paper and torn books; windows with ripped
curtains and rods that hang askew; desks with their writing boards unscrewed; the pushing and
shoving to get a doughnut and coke at lunch’ the expectations that dropped cans and papers and
such will be picked up by other hands.

If the tiles could talk...

In the past learning was so much more than what was found in books. Learning was the building
of a whole person, the development of the individual, the nurturing of a person’s spirit as well as
a person’s mind. It focused on attitude as much as on academics. Being educated meant that a
person knew how to treat other people. Being educated meant being respectful and considerate,
thoughtful and kind, caring for the property of others as one cared for one’s own property.

Perhaps as the years have rolled by, as countless feet have trodden over those worn tiles, we, as
a school have lost some of that spirit which being a Friends student meant. There was something
different about being a student at the Friends; it wasn't just that Friends graduates did well in
college—there was something else. Friends student were kind and thoughtful and considerate
and weren't reluctant to put their hands in hot soapy water, scrub a floor or to pick up trash.

It is really up to us...we create the stories that the tiles tell.

Donn Hutchison/ Yearkbook 2006
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Abed, Sana’

Khudaer, Abdel-
Hasseeb

Assaf, Omar

lzzat, samar

Abu Farad, Basem
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Natsheh, Anan



Abu Ghoush, Amal Zu’rob, Hani Abu Farha, Fadi Zughayar, Saleem
RFS IT Manager

Hutchison, Donn

Lilande, Joshua Abed, Ali Dahdah, Lena
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Salim, Mohammad
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T remember the first day

| remember the first day | entered the Friends Girls School. | was four years old, and from the moment |
entered the school | knew that I'm going to spend the happiest days of my life in this school.

The first two years at school where fun, because we always played, danced, and laughed. When
starting first grade, things started to become different because we took specific classes, and had
several teachers instead of one. The two teachers | most liked where Mrs. Renee, my English
teacher, and Mrs. Lina, my Religion teacher.

Then | moved to second grade, and here Mrs. Lina didn't just teach me Religion, but also taught
me mathematics. Mrs. Lina continued to teach me until | finished third grade. | always had very
high grades with her. She and Mrs. Renee are exceptional teachers, because they not only taught
us English and Math but also taught us important lessons in life: they taught us they we have to
respect each other, they taught us to love and care for each other, they taught us to appreciate the
differences of others not criticize them. They never talked to us about these lessons, but ensured
that we notice them applying them to daily life experiences, and therefore we would do the same
thing. In fourth grade my two favorite teachers (Mrs. Renee, and Mrs. Lina) stopped teaching me;
instead | had Mrs. Suha as my English teacher, and Mrs. Randa as my math teacher. Mrs. Randa
was as exceptional as Mrs. Lina. True she was a very strict teacher, but she was an excellent one,
she taught us mathematics in a very appealing way, just like Mrs. Lina. Mrs. Randa continued to
teach me until | finished sixth grade and graduated from the Friends Girls School.

When entering Friends Boys School, | was excited to be treated like an adult. | had new teachers, most
of them | didn’t like. Except for one, Mr. Donn, my English teacher reminded me a lot of Mrs. Lina and
Mrs. Renee. He was, still, and will always be an exceptional teacher. He comes into the class always
with an optimistic smile on his face. He teaches us the lesson, and does it because he wants to, not
because he is obligated to. He never makes fun of students that ask questions, while other teachers
did. He always tried to improve our skills through practice, not theory. He is a one of a kind teacher,
and the day that he will leave this school, the school would lose a very exceptional teacher.

Life at the Girl's School was much more fun, and relaxing. We didn’t study as much as we did in the Boy's
School, and puberty symptoms started to show on both boys and girls, and this gave the boys a chance to
tease girls. In the Boys School, boys made fun of many girls, and things were harder than [ pictured. | started
having some problems in dealing with Boys. But eventually, | made it through and finished tenth grade.
Starting the IB program in eleventh grade, | had excellent teachers, such as Mrs. Summer Ayed
as my Biology teacher who taught me in eighth and tenth grade, and of course, Mr. Donn as my
English teacher. | also liked Mrs. Summer |zzat, my Arabic teacher. And Mr. Ali Abed, my Islamic
History, and TOK (Theory of knowledge) teacher.

The attitude of students the last couple of years was becoming unacceptable. Students didn’t respect
each other anymore, they didn't even respect teachers. Things were starting to get out of control, and
once Mr. Sameer Hishmeh, the coordinator for student issues, left the school things really got bad.
Mr. Hishmeh used to listen to us, respect us, and do whatever he could to help us. The last straw
was when Mr. Mahmoud Amra left the school, things really got out of control, and students didn’t
have respect to anyone anymore. I'm not in a position to know why, | just know that Mr. Amra had
his touch, and no one dared to cross the line with him, because they knew that they'll be punished.
Maybe it's a problem in the teachers, some teachers allowed students to do whatever they wanted,
and so they got used to it, and when they had the chance (Mr. Amra left the school) they displayed
the violence that’s inside them in the form of disrespect to teachers, and also in the form of fights.
This last year was disastrous: fights occurred frequently; students had no respect to anyone,



including themselves; also the
environment wasn't one that
students could study in. The
other day a big fight occurred,
and that day was one of the
longest days of my life.
It made me think, why
did students behave
like this? Didn't the
Girl's School teach us
respect, and love?
What  happened?
Where did the schoal

go wrong? And then

| realized that those
people who did the
fight just didn’t have
respect to anyone,

not to teachers, not

to others, not even

to themselves. And

it made me feel
sad, because | didn't
want to graduate
from a school that
had such students et
who lacked Quaker
values (Respect, love,
friendship...etc).

| was thinking the other
day, how could | contribute

to the school? It gave me
so much, what could | give it
in return? | thought of writing
a biology book, and so | will
write one and present it to the
school to be used by prospective
IB biology students. | would also
like when | finish my B.A degree to
come back to this school and teach in
it for a couple of years. Fourteen years in
the Friends Schools, taught me to respect
myself, respect others, and take responsibility
for my actions. Fourteen years taught me love,
friendship, and honesty. This school is exceptional
as many of its teachers. May God be with you all.

Tamara Tamimi







A Glimpse from
the Gutter

Ceramic bowls, and china tiles,
is all you see for miles and miles.

Toilet seats here and there,
and horrid smells everywhere.

Students coming in and out,
some very tall, others quite stout.

Regardless of age, class, or race,
those toilet stalls see every face.

Few come in when nature calls,
many do, when a catastrophe falls!

Yet all tend to leave a hefty mark,
some, light, and nasty, some ghastly and dark.

Dreadful scenes, and appalling sights,
so atrocious they’d extinguish your lights.

No soap or paper anywhere to be found,
no wonder such a mess is daily bound.

On floors, doors, and urinals they are,
little bacteria, though unseen, are not very far

Be careful where you tread and wary where
you tramp,

for you might encounter something squishy and
damp.

With utmost caution and a held breath,
enter the mine zone of defecated death.

But have a care and criticize not,
for even your bowels need be emptied... need
they not?

Omar Nasser

A POEM TO
A 200K;

Come to me my dear old friend

It's been a long time since we last met
Let me hold you tight anew

Let me touch and caress you

| can't stand it anymore

Neither at sea, nor ashore

You who shall stand in disdain

Give me that | didn't gain

Let me eye you in contemplation
Mouth your words in mediation

Let me sense your old odour

That time's taught me to adore

You that have no eyes to see,

Mouth to speak or mind to think

Yet full of words you ever be

Wise with deep philosophy

When silence seems to fill the halls
You come along; dejection falls

You share with me my loneliness

My hopelessness and helplessness

| open your pages which with love | imbue
And you seem content for my return to you!
It is your magic and your charm

That bewilders with no harm

It is the action you withhold

Spoken in legend of old

Them which every tongue has told
Since age was young and all was mould
It is the somber thoughts you speak
The bitter tears that you here leak

It is the gaiety you bring

That makes me ponder and think

Of the sun that lightens our sky

Of laughter that overcomes a cry

It is the way you stand in disdain
Above all that has never been in vain
It is the friskiness you bring to my soul
When all around me is fake and foul
So do return to me my friend

| speak the truth, | don't pretend

| know all blame does come to me
For | was blind and couldn't see

How, my immortal, I'm bound to thee.

Maria Qatato
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Barakat Mohammad Bader Hala Faramand, Ziad

Musa, Dalal




Rabah, Laila-Marie Mahmoud, Nabeel
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Sharbain, Joseph

Qatamish, Diana
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Haj Ahmad, Diana

Barakat, Mohammad

Khalilie, Lana Chawi, Reem Jadallah, Bashar

; ‘




Masri, Wahid
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Jamal Eddin, Walid

Ali, Karam

Zuhour, Raed

Farouki, Shaima’

Mohammad, Ahmad

Azzah, Rami
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Farouki, Shaima’

Mazara', Farah

Atshan, Heather

Bader Hala
Atiyyeh, Omar
Khalilie, Lana
Qatamish, Diana

Shalabi, Yasar
Haj Hasan, Bisan
Sharbain, Joseph
Khalilie, Salam



Ali, Karam Zakkak, Rasha
Mchammad, Ahmad  Imseeh, Issa

Barakat, Mohammad }
Shuaibi, Zaid ’
Haj Yassin, Omar Hammoudeh, Samir  Ghawi, Reem




Rizik, Dana*
Zaghrout, Maya
Zaghrout, Rozana
Quran, Fadi

Nijim, Christina Nasser, Omar Arakelian, Nanour
Jamal Eddin, Walid  Faramand, Ziad Rabah, Laila-Marie
Nahhas, Lamis Kased, Mohammad  Abdullah, Yara

Jadallah, Bashar Awartani, Omar Najjar, Nataly

Dorrah, Layal
Qatato, Maria
Suboh, Subeh
Yaser, Rasha




Zuhour, Raed Abu Rahmeh, Tarig
Mahmoud, Nabeel Saadeh, Zaki
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Rama’, Mohammad  Hashweh, Laila L N— ‘fJ
Zagha, Said Khalaf, Nida’ /'

Malki, Osama Rabaia, Nadim
Assali, Adi Othman, Yameed
Abdullah, Mehammad  Sayej, Ala

Musallam, Najah
Halteh, Ibrahim
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Far, Samih

Dabit, Jessy

Abdo, Sari

Abed Rabbo, Amr*

-

Musa, Dalal Abdel Hadi, Sari Musfir, Dina Abdel Hameed, Majd
Hamayel, Abdel Jawad  Akel, Razi Abu Rmeileh, Anan  Azzah, Rami




JamalEddin, Kamal Ahmad, Mira
Abu Khalaf, Yanal Abu Chazaleh, Roseanna
Bahader, Rami Abdel Rasul, Lena
Siam, Farah Masri, Wahid

Hamed, Zaid
Haj Ahmad, Diana
Amr, Zeina

Awadallah, Mashal
Tamimi, Tamara

Akel, Tamer




A year to remember
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My Sanctugry

It is not always easy to fit in a new school and you may not always find yourself popular or well
liked in your class. However, sometimes something makes those things unimportant or acts as a
harmonious corner in which you can hide from everything that causes you sorrow or loneliness.
When | first came to this school, | was looking for something new and most importantly, for the
essence of the FBS that gave the school its alleged reputation. What | mean by the essence of
the FBS is the kind, caring, and peaceful environment inspired by the Quakers who founded the
school. | never really found it until | stepped into the library. Its shelves of countless books that
inspired me as a reader and made me excited for all the new paper bound treasures | would
soon be able to read. Its deep smell from the clean smell of paper and hot ink from the printing
paper and intricate historical objects collected from the history of the FBS formed its intriguing
atmosphere that drew me like a magnet to it every break and free class.

One could always find someone new in the library and make acquaintances with a completely




diverse variety of people that visit the school but do not stay in the school grounds but rather
stay in the library.

When | was bored, | could go to the library and find the latest TIME magazine or a new novel that just
came in the mail. When | was sad, frustrated, or needed advice | could go to Miss Lisa and talk about
what was bothering me and always get advice that solved my latest dilemma or at least gave me
some hope in which | could not find anywhere else. If the school building were freezing due to the heat
being turned off, | would rush to the library and thaw my freezing limbs in its comfortable warmth.

| think the library introduced me to my friends and attracted people who like me wanted a place to

fit in and loved to read. It is the place where | first met the people | now know as my best friends.
The library is my personal sanctuary because it was the place | could go to when | needed to take

a break from all the rush and pressure of the IB program and the cruelty of other students. | want to
thank Miss Lisa because she truly created the clean and serene atmosphere of the library that made
me feel right at home and showed me for the first time in my life that | truly belonged somewhere.
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Dawani, Hanna Hammoudeh, Majd
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Abu Shirbi, Inas

Amin, Amer
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Musarsa’, Najla
Issawi, Tala

Bimbashi, Olga
Halteh, Christine
Saadeh, Amro
Bajali, Jamal




Darras, Tarek
Khoury, Tala
Abu Tair, Lama
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Saadeh, Ruba
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Siam, Zeina Darawish, Amjad Miri, Fayek Jarrar, Suha ' Kashou', Joyce
Bakir, Shahd Diabis, Ahlam Abdel Khaleq, Laila  Knorn, Tarek Bamieh, Dima
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Kharraz, Rama
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Mottos for Success

« Awarm hug from a loved one is a little bit of Heaven on Earth.

« Always put your worry in its proper place- out of your life.

* Be part of the solution, not part of the problem.

« Even the richest man in the world is poor if he is without love in his heart.
« Every experience you have is designed to make you stronger.

+ Every time something good happens to you, make something good happen to someone else.
* Friends are the ones who love you when everyone else deserts you.

» Life is a combination of both success and failure- both are needed.

» Love and trust are inseparable. You can’t have one without the other.

» Love is not an option, it's an obligation.

* Nothing great was ever achieved by only sitting still.

* You never appreciate your blessings as much as when they’re gone.

* One good thing about mistakes is that they help you be more patient with others. How can
you criticize others for their faults when you have plenty of your own?

The secret to happiness is being content with what you have.

Luma Sakakini/ 10C




Thinking about it

| was there sitting in my chair thinking about it, my
classmates were doing speeches. While Mr. Hart was
listening for them. | was thinking about it the whole day,
| was waiting for school to end. So | can go home, and
catch you with both hands. When the last period ended,
and the bell rang, | couldn’t believe it, | can go home ;
“YAY...” The bell rang, and rang as if it was telling me “Go & 3
home, go home.” i

| went out side, and get in to the car, and went back
home. | opened the door of the refrigerator to see
you. It was like opening the door to finally save my
princess; | peered inside to see you. Oh... there was,
you waiting for me. The last piece of the chocolate
cake covered with the chocolate cream, and on top
were the chocolate chips. They were like small black
people raising there hands, and saying to me:” Eat
me, eat me.” The flavor of the yummy, tasty, and
nice chocolate came to my imagination. Oh my sweet
darling | finally can eat you.

| put you gently on the plate, and went to bring the fork. | still was dreaming about you. When |
came back to eat you. | was flabbergasted to see the plate empty, oh no what happened?! Who
stole you? No | can die now. Then the monster appeared his mouth covered with chocolate. NO
NO NO she killed you, my sister killed you. | can see your organs all over her mouth. How could
you, it was my only friend, it wanted to be eaten by me. No why god why??

Then | heard my mom’s voice calling me: “Farah, Farah where are you
come here, your sister left you a small piece of the cake.”

By: Farah Sabbah 10C
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Teenagers like us, have a lot of interests and things that they
care about for this specific age, Such as sports, Music and
others.

Music is the big topic that | am going to take in consideration.
Music is a huge world of several kinds. Pop, Rap, Rock, Jazz

and Hip hop are the most popular music forms that teenagers
listen to and talk about. Behind all these kinds stands a perfect
part of music which is Classical Music. This kind of Music is a

very beautiful kind. If you listen to this kind , believe me you 4l =}
love it. Piano, Violen, Cello, and trumpet are only some of t  ‘" T
instruments that are used to make a classical music piece. [I'fl
that Piano might be the most popular Classical music to list Bt eng
Piano pieces by Chopin, Mozart, Beethoven, Bach, TchalkO\‘/'éI«% R _ |
and Brahms are great ones that we should listen to. B
If you want to start listening or trying Classical Music, | advice ‘
you to start with Piano pieces by Frederic Chopin.

Saher Ahwal/9c
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Hurani, Odai*
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Naous, Ibrahim Ahmad, Azmi*
Moghrabi, Reema Thalji, Huda
Totah, Issa Qamhawi, Zahi

Anani, Zuhair
Zaibak, lbrahim

Ayesh, Nadia Jarbawi, Mais




o










Stop Bullying Now

One of the most common issues in the world is
bullying in schools, which is a worldwide problem
that can have negative consequences for the general
school climate and for the rights of students to learn
in a safe environment without any fear. Therefore, as
a culture, we should focus our attention on childhood
bullying and harassment.

“Where, after all, do universal human rights begin?

In small places, close to home-so close and so small

that they cannot be seen on any map of the world...".
Eleanor Roosevelt spoke deeply between the lines as
she seeks equal justice and human rights.

Bullying is comprised of direct negative behavior to
others such as teasing, taunting, threatening, hitting
and stealing that are all used against a victim. This
results in intimidation of the victim and renders him an
anxious, insecure and cautious person with low self-
esteem. Bullied children may grow up with diminished
self-confidence.

Childhood bullies are more likely to become young
adult criminals than are non-bullies. They behave
delinquently and are abusive to every body around
them. There are a number of factors that make a
bully. Bad stressful home circumstances like abusive
parents, loss of respect between family members,
alcoholic parents and poor social and economic level.
Bullies are usually poor school achievers.

As we watch children being crushed by bullying, we
often feel powerless. But a time would come when we
should stand up and say “No more!”... “Stop Bullying
Now!”

Shatha Yassin
8B
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such as for the IB, develop important skills needed

ay : sy e

To be a Librarian is to be part of an important and rapidly growing field. The importance of the
library professional is bringing the knowledge of the past, the ideas that shape the future, and
ways of enjoyment to folks of all ages.

Librarians have many choices in the kind of work they do in a library. Some librarians work as
acquisitions librarians, others are catalogers and still others are reference librarians.

Most library work is aimed at, collection development, organization of materials and public service.
FBS library offers many services to both students and teachers. | iry choosing the best available
material and the most useful services for the Friends Library.

Another valuable service is making copies of parts of books, magazines, newspapers, and’
pamphlets for students. Computers, with internet available, are an important service as well.
Teenagers need special attention because of their special needs and interests. | try helping teen-
agers continue to develop reading interests that will carry over into their adult years.

Materials on careers, sports, travel, life styles, political
change, pollution and poverty are all available.
Students working on independent study projects,

for college.
In addition, students continue the practice of sometimes
working together in small groups in the library.

Thanks so much to all students helpers who give
up their lunch breaks to assist the librarian in
all services the library offers.

Lisa Marouf
Librarian
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