


A Letter from the Dﬁincipalls Desk

As we dpproach the end of the school year 2000-2001 and look back on the year, different pictures
cross my mind. Academically, the year went very smoothly without inferruptions, except for the one
week of closure in October. Also, our after-school activities program ran effectively, where students
could choose one or two activities of debkeh, karate, gymnastics, poitery, art, basketball, soccer,
computer, music instruments and choir on Fridays. We continue to produce an annual yearboolk,
and to hold ongoing weekly chapel programs. We are looking forward to holding cur annual Open
Day. and to enjoying the éth grade farewell party in early June. These rituals are a part of the rhythm
of school life here, and have become increasingly important to maintain and upheld as the level of
political and social turmoil around us rises.

The community service program was also actively
engaged throughout the year. In addition to the
visits fo the charitable organizations for the blind,
mentally handicapped, orphans and the elderly,
students visited a rehabilitation center where
Palestinians whe were injured during the current
uprising are cared for and rehabilitated into
society.

The White Gifts program continued, through which
students and teachers work diligently to raise
money for needy families in the community
through schoolyard sales of donated food items
each week.

9010 NIS was raised this year by students and staff and through our bake sales. 68 impoverished families
in Ramallah benefited from this fremendously effective program.

Through these extra curricular activities, stfudents are exposed to different sectors of the communt’ry in
which they live. Their awareness of social issues and the problems of others are enhanced.

Af FGS, we are determined to challenge students to become all they can be. This can be
accomplished only when we work as a team in a trusting environment. FGS moves along its chosen
course by the hands of many in one united purpose.

All of the teaching staff of FGS worked hard this year. They attended many workshops; within the
school itself, af the Ministry of Education and ofher local institutions. Teachers of 1st and éth grade have
attended a number of workshops with the Ministry specifically because new fextbooks ( Palestinian
national curricula ) have been infroduced. Also, a three-day workshop on Action Research was held
in August where cll teachers attended.

Plans are in place to offer all FGS teachers computer training, so they can cope with and learn to fully
utilize changing technology in the preparation of worksheets, tests and syllabi.

We are contfinuing to cecmputerize our grade reporting system. This year, for the first fime, students in
grades 4 through 6 received report cards generated on a computer. At the end of the school yearin
June all grades 1 through 6 will receive computerized report cards.

As we entered our 4th year of the expansion plan, a new section was opened for the 4th grade. Plans
are in place fo open new sections for the 5th and é6th grades in the coming two years, which will
comlete the expansion plan which called for three sections for each grade level. The expansion plan
was implemented in order to serve the community and to reduce average class size from 32 to 25 or 26
students per section.




Due to the fremendous pressure from within the Ramallah community, a new section was added
to lower kindergarten. The total number of children enrolled for the yearis 550.

The 2000/2001 school year was not a normal school year. September 28 marked the beginning of
a new Intifada (the uprising of AlFAgsa) in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Many people have been
kiled, many have been injured. At FGS, our children, like all the athers in this country, have been
exposed fo an unwanted experience. In early October, the school had to be evacuated when
the Israelis struck Ramallah with bombs in retaliation for the killings of two Israeli soldiers.

These months have been a bitter experience for children all across this country. Children are
scared; they have expressed it verbally, and in their work and their drawings. How can they make
sense of what is going on? And as they face these issues, as parents, we ask ourselves, "

Don't our children deserve a better life? Aren't they entitled to live out their childhood happily?"

Many children could not make it to school because of closures imposed on the town of Ramallah.
Many field trips were cancelled. The entire annual Christrmas program was cancelled. At the
fime, it would have appeared unseemly to be holding a celebration with so many deaths around
us.

FGS instituted a program of published biweekly plans which parents and students can follow, also
in the event of total school closure, parents could follow along with their children's lessons.

In the face of all this adversity, our faculty persevered, as did all members of the community. |
wish to thank our teaching staff for the consideration, cooperation, diligence that they have
always shown, but particularly so during this time of crisis.

Students have worked very hard despite difficult circumstances. Their beautiful and innocent
faces and smiles give us the strength we need to keep going. Parents' continuing cooperation
with the school's faculty and staff is most appreciated. Without your support, we would not have
been able to make this year a successful one.

The daily routine of school life has gone on in spite of the turmoil we have faced in our community
recently. The longer | live, the more | readlize the important impact that one's attitude has on one's
quality of life. Each day, we are given a choice as to how we are going fo receive the
opportunities and challenges that we face. Attitude can make or break a home, a school, a
church or a company. We cannot change the fact that people around us will act in a certain
way. The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is, our attitude. We are
fully in charge of our own affitudes. At FGS, we are trying hard to instill a belief in the power of a
positive attitude in cur children.

My hopes for the coming years are to build a new preschceol and a cafeteria/multipurpose hall. |
hope that FGS continues to create and expand an environment in which our children and staff
can grow and experience the full breadth of what school and community life can offer.

Sincemiq,
VQ;“_,#&M,‘/M
[)ia na Aljc[cl HOUP

DFinCipt]l
March 21st.2001.




A Word {Mmm Directon

It has been a pleasure to spend time
working at the Friends Girls School and
getting to know the staff and the pupils.
From the very youngest children in the
kindergarten to those in Grade six, it is @
privilege to watch the love and care that is
taken by the School as our children grow.
My wife, Kathy, and | have been here only
since the start of the school year but
already we have an affection for and
loyalty 1o the work of Friends Schools. Our
role together is as Friends United Meeting
representative in Palestine.

It has been a year when plans are being laid for new developments at the Friends Girls
School site. We are looking forward to the possibility of a multi-purpose building with much
needed new premises for the Kindergarten which we hope will model the best that there is
in the education of our youngest. The needs of the school as it grows fo three classes of an
optimum size in each grade needs to e catered for. Our school assembly hall is too smalll
for the growing school. The gymnasium could do with more space. Staff and sfudents
would like fo see a cafeteria area. All of these concerns are being given careful atfention
in planning the new building. Part of my role as Director of the two schools in Ramallah and
El-Bireh is to provide support and leadership in such developments.

The purpose of any new buildings in our schools is o improve the education that is
provided to our children. Friends Schools have a holistic approach, a concern for the
whole child. It is the effective management of success and failure that brings confidence
and maturity. The schools hope to enable our children 1o be successful whether that be in
formal examinations, on the sports field, in drama, art and music, in their voluntary work
contributions fo the community or in any other aspect of schoal life.. We also hope that our
children learmn that we are different from each other in so many respects but that we all
have a worthwhile place in our community life together. We do not succeed in every
aspect of life and we do fail in some of the goals that we set ourselves. Failure however is
not negative, but can be the start of new growth and life in us.

| hope that we share that vision together and that partnership with the Board of Trusiees,
parents, staff and pupils will ensure its fulfilment.

Colin South
Directon
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 Nabila Said
~ Deputy Principal

Duha Hamdan
Preschool Head Teacher

Samia Rafidi

Secretary
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When we plant trees, it is a way of

affirming tbat tbe wbo[e creation is beloved
fm God. God 1s the center and the sovereign
of all creation. We learn about the usefulness
of trees, but nature should not be werely a
vesource for human disposal. Tt is God's
intention tbat bumcm Beings be keepers and
stewards of the vesources of creation. This
special day "The Tree Day' is when we wake
a wark in helping to presevve the vitality and
Beaut;g of our scboo[, town and country), and
We YeHew OUr Sense of reverence for the
natural wm’[b, anod bow all tbings are
interconnected. Tt is a celebvation that
strengthens conmunity life by observing our
commion participation in tbe c.pgcfe of [ife.

Suba Ghawi
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WHO ARE "THE fRIENDS ?

The Religious Society of Friends to give this religious community its full name is more often known
simply as 'The Friends' or 'Quakers'. The Friends had their origin in England in the seventeenth
century. Their founder George Fox was dissatisfied with the teaching of the religious leaders of the
fime and felt that too often the leaders themselves and the institution of the Christian Church in
Britain at the time was an obstacle o a right relationship with God.From his under standing of the:
life of Jesus of Nazareth grew a conviction that God speaksdirectly to people and thatf a Priest is
not needed to mediate between the people and God.

Christians believe that God is one God who choses to express life and being through God the
Creator, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit. These are descriptions of God that arise through the facts
of our own human expetience. George Fox grew up with these understandings andtherefore the
Religious Society of Friends was Christian in origin and still is clearly so fodayin most of its Yearly
Meetings. Today it is an infermnational network of independent Yearly Meetings around the world; the
largest membership being in the United States, Kenya and the United Kingdom.

The faith of The Friends' and perhaps all other faiths is really undersiood by practise and direct
experence so it is difficult fo explain away such things in short paragraphs but perhaps this is
helpful in giving a little background fo what The Friends' believe.The Friends have, from their very
beginning. believed that God speaks through all people andthrough dll faiths. The signs of that are
the common beliefs of any mature faith which recognises our need to love one another, o have
compassion and to have mercy cknowledging that, as human beings, we are all fallible. They
have always believed that there is much fo learn from each other as people of faith and that our
individual insights into aright relationship with God are as important as any other. The Friends
therefore express theirfaith as a journey towards truth rather than as one in which they possess alll
fruth.

Arising from these understandings, has-grown a conviction that violence is always wrong in our
relationship with one another and a life of lcve must also e one of honesty, integrity and simplicify.
Truth is an illusive ideal which we must continually seek together by listening to what God has to say
to each of us, testing each of our understandings against each othersexperience and against our
religious tradition and the writings of those that offer insights infoGod's relationship with people
particularly but not exclusively the Christion New Testament (that part of the Bible that refers fo the
birth, life and death of Jesus of Nazareth and the growth of the Early Church). Meetings for Worship
express this understanding by respecting

silence in worship together as one waits for the experience of the Light, as it is
sometimesdescribed. The Light as an idea is deeply embedded in the experience of many
Friends as theexperience of the resurrected Christ... the living experience of Jesus Christ today. That
experience, at its best, informs Friends meetings fogether and helps Friends to understand their lives
together, giving direction and purpose in what they do.

| hope this is helpful. Religion should be simple. Friends believe that
words and religious structures offen complicate a natural relationship
between God and God's people whichincludes you and me, whoever |
we are and from whatever tradition and faith background wecome from.
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The Friends Girls School was a second home fo me. It was,
the seeds of love, friendship, tolerance and respect were in:
its children.We children/students loved and respected every:
intern loved us and respected us.
As the following line says: -
"A child leams what he lives'Dear girls and boys, did you kr
forties???
There were only NINE school years at the F.G.S. course not
elementary and 3 secondary grades only? What a pity

you do now,If | apply to come back to the F.G.S for thre
What do you think? "Any way no use crying over spelt mi

Dear girls and boys, dear friends, did anyone ever fell yo
now and the class rooms on the top floor of the main buildin
dormitories for the boarder students who came from outsi
only. Even girls from Ramallah when they were in the 9th g
class, had to live in the Boarding Section. That year of livin
to every one of us. | am sure you too would have enjoyed
one of the most pleasant Years God had granted me, | hop
and peaceful years for you in store.

Sorry 1 didn't tell you that prior o 1948 students came to the F
and from different Aralo countries. Well, how you know, at the Bo
were accepted young boys who had to be in the boarding sect
the school with a home mother. Any way, boys studied af the F.G.
then up they went 1o the F.B.S. '

Now friends, as you know the history of your Library, didn't you ever find
of the comers in the library trying and hoping o be of some help 1o a ske

Dear girls and boys, If | forget the pleasant days | had at the F.G.S. as a stu
teacher, 11l never, never forget the following two lines from @ song that our |
had faught us all, Well here it goes..."Be tfrue, be true, says he who superinie
tiue it's the matter of the FRIENDS”. Yes friends, Be True, and as you grow up e
motto in your daily life-God bless you and may he lead every one of you to

Your Friend
Violet Zaro
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fam as small as squirrel.
My eyes are round as a
hamster.

lam as fast as a rabbit.

| am as strong as a horse .
| am as fast as a deer.

{ am as good as a friend

| am the best guard of all .
| have four legs .
I have two ears and | bark

Layan 2B

| am as big as a truck .

| have o long trunk .

Two very long white tusks .
Two big floppy ears .
A thin grey fail .

Raja 2B

b

Its colour yellow like sun,
With some black spofs.lt domes|
ike Ramadan hilall . i
It s sweet and healthy .

Monkeys like it foo much .

| am a pet
| have fur

| am white , brown , black and grey
{ can walk ,run but  can t fly
My baby is the kitten

| like to play with the children

Saleem 2B

lam as red as a poppey .
lam as round as a ball .
lam as sweet as a honey .
lam as crunchy as a biscuit .
lam as juicy as an apricot .4

 Zainab Muslih 2B

lam as big as an elephant.
lam as tall as a giraffe . =
lam as fast as a horse™ "+

Marwan 2A ) RN

lam as shiny as a star.
lam as quick as light ening .
My eyes are black as night.
My tail is like an oar.

Shireen Kaoud 2C

lam as white as a show.

My ears are tall as Kangaroo . ,-‘}/S\f%?f/yffifﬁ

lam as fast as a horse . v \ 7

My furry is as smooth as a bear. . 7/

My head is as small asanegg . & " §
Ei:;\.“ | L\\

Wy i

\\\\;\ J \ i

HISHAM 2c n .




I am tall and beautiful .
My colours are green
and brown.

I drink a lot of water.
Some birds like fo build
nests on me .

Itis an animail.

Has four legs.

People can ride if.

Eat grasses and seeds.
Has: loud noise, long fail,
Big ears, big mouth. =

Subhi Khoury 2A

lam big as a ball.

lam red from the inside .
lam green from the oufside.
{ have black seeds .
My taste is very sweet.

lam as brown as a cow.

I have long hair like a woman .
lam as fast as a cor.

| have four legs like a dog .

 Tamer Zaid _

I am as quick as a deer.

I am as small as a rabbit.

I am as brown as a dog.
My teeth are as small as a mouse. S, lomas fall as o free. My eyes

My tail is as thick as o fox. are as CO_»'OUFS full
[ live on the free. as g Christmas tree.l am as

important as a policeman.
My single leg is as black as g
dark night.

lam as accurate as a
~waftch.. -

I have many feathers . I love all people and make
I have along beak . o them safe of accidents.
And I walk funny .

f am as slow as old man.
My face is as ugly as a snait .
My house is as hard as a sfone..

Reem Totah

 am as huge as a dinosaur. l'am as quiet as an anf.
I am as gray as a rhinoceros. I'am as lazy as a hippopotamus .
| am as strong as a tow fruck. I am as small as hamster .

My leg are as small as a bug .

lam as good as a come!
My ears are big as a krfe
live in the jungle. ’

By FADIRAFIDI 2C %
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Everyone has the right fo education.
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Education shall be directed to the full
development of the Human personality and
o the strengthening of respect For human

rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall el S Gl 0 N e 0S5 Al
promote understanding, folerance and labie Mol adatll 0y K39 a ganll talie gall 5 )
friendship among all natfions, racial or religious el e g anaal
groups, and shall further the activities of the

United Nations for the maintenance of peace. : O] 3 aad allall (DY) e (Y Yol
Article (26] of The UnNersq Declc:rc:hon of Human Rights
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AMERICAS NO. 1 CAKE Mi
‘EARS Of F AMERICAN B-\!{E\‘G

* X X ¥

THE BEST OF "FRIENDS" SHOP AT

2ABANEH

Wide variety of local
and imported produc’rs

Al-Manara - Ramallah
Tel: 29556075
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