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Friends Schools are able to bring to their work. The school community lives as Palestinians in the midst of conflict
that seeks to polarise tension around the English/Arabic language and the Western/Eastern axis but as the
drama on the Open Day evening sought to show, nevertheless our community is stubbornly Palestinian and
| glories in that identity.

| The future is exciting and Friends Schools look forward to developing o partnership between the Schools and
the Ramallah and EFBireh communities which celebrates our lives together and releases our full capacity for
service.

Colin South , Director
Friends Schools, Ramallah/El-Bireh.
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dimension to our lives, we are much impoverished. We also know by conviction and through experience that
it is Love that will win the day. If our Schools do not witness to our Love for each other and to our freedom to
explore the gifts that Ged has given each of us in an atmosphere of security and trust, then we have failed in our
primary purpose.

Friends Schools are good schocls academically an are proud of our record of university enfrance both historically
and in the present. Friends Schools are blessed with a falented and hard working staff in both of our schools.
Friends Schools are blessed with two Principals and their Deputies who both bring talent, experience, hard work
and love fo their work. The fruits of these gifts are evident.

Last but not least, Friends Schools are Palestinian schools. Friends Schools live with a wonderfully creative
tension between Palestinians who are home grown and Palestinians who are grown abroad. It is difficult and
challenging but it is my belief that it is today the essence of our creativity and of the riches of experience that




even in such difficult times os these. The Cenfennial Day was an example of the richness of human experience
and capacity and it is on such occasions that we can experience the gifts that God has given us more closely.
The second day of our Centennial Celebrations was more formal. We were pleased to welcome H.E. M.
Maher Masri, Minister of Economy and Trade, as our principal speaker at an Educational Forum. Maher Masri,
as an alumni, was able to reflect on life as a pupll in the boarding department at the Boys School in the early
years after the Second World War. It was @ very positive occasion with excellent reflections also on the contri-
bution of Friends Schools to the community from our other speckers; Mrs. Haifa Baranki, Professor Tayseer Arouri
and Dr. Maher Hashwa. The piano recital given by Salim Abboud Ashkar that evening on the FBS Steinway
piano was excellent. Salim and his brother Nabeel, a proficient violinist, played before a packed house in the
chapel. The beautiful piano had been previously refurbished at great expense by the Geothe Institute and its
quality was evident. The event demonstrated talent, hard work, commitment, friendship and joy and dll of these
were a very fiting finale fo our two days of celebrations. We were pleased o work cooperatively with the
National Conservatory of Music to make the concert possible and this may hopefully be a sign of more such
events in the future.

All of these events have been steered to success by the Centennial Committee and the School Administration.
| The Centennial Committee began its work over eighteen months ago and is o good example of a working
| parinership between the Schools, parents and alumni which faced many uncertainties over this unhappy period
of the second Infifada. We have much to be thankful for.

Friends Schools have changed with the demands placed upon them and they will continue to do so. However, |
in fundamentals the Schools have remained the same through one hundred years of the Friends Boys School and
the longer hislory of the Friends Girls School.

Friends Schools are Christian schools and base on the principles pf the Religions Sociely of Friends. It is our
Friends witness that God works in and through all of us; through pecple of all faiths, cultures and traditions. It is
Friends position that all of us, as individuals, ‘see the Truth only in part’ and that it is by sharing with each other
that we may come fo know our God more closely. It is also our certain conviction that without a spiritual
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Centennial Celebrations

‘How do you celebrate 100 years in a time of conflict?’
Colin South, Director of Friends Schools, Ramallah/el-Bireh
The Boys Training Home was founded sometime in 1901. It was Elihu and Almy Chase Grant that came from
New England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends to commence work on the new Boys School. It
was a very popular school from the start having many more applicants than the ariginal 15 places. What
impressed people the most was the sound finencial footing of the school and an insistence on high moral,

infellectual and religious standards.

As Donn Hulchison has writien in “'Palestine This Week”, In the hundred and forty years of the Friends presence
in Palestine governments, have come and gone; the Otioman Turks, the British Mandate, the Kingdom of Jordan
, the Israeli Occupation and now the Palestinian Authority. Throughout these turbulent fimes the schools have
survived. The library books were bumned to keep warm young Turkish soldiers. The grounds of the F.G.S. and the
Meeting House were refuge from those fleeing Haifa and Joffa during the 1948 Exodus. The FGS was an
emergency hospital in anficipation of the wounded of Black September in 1970. lllegal Palestinian flags were
sewn in Swift House during the Infifada. The Friends were leaders in developing emergency education during the
years of the Uprising. The history of Palestine has been the history of the Friends Schools.” But despite all of that
and perhaps because of all of that, the reputation of Friends Schools as standing for something rather special has
lived on in the lives of past students and present parents.

The Centennial Open Day this year was a very special occasion for me. It was the first major public event hosted
by the Friends Schools that | have had the privilege of attending. It was an event in which over 300 students took
an active part. During the course of the day as | gave out flowers to say thank you to the teams of students and
teachers who had made the day possible, | mentioned the fine display of skill, commiment and discipline
displayed in the sports events; the hard work and creative energy present in the art exhibition, the museum and
the science fair. After the choral presentation and folk dancing, | was reminded of a Friends epithet which has a
long history... 'it is good to listen to the place where words come from'.., Communication is so much more than
words when it comes from the heart. After the splendid creative dance/drama, it was clear that we had
witnessed a wedlih of personal sfories and a richness of emotion that was a joy fo walch. That our studenis had
fun and that we all enjoyed the day was clear.

Living and working close fo these teams of pupils and teachers, | know how much time, energy and anxiety goes
in fo such occasions but also | know how important they are in the life of the school. Schools are public
institutions and we feel very much o part of the Ramallah and EFBireh community. Education is life long and is not
just about schooling and not just about academic discipline. Edmund Burke in the eighteenth century once wrote,
"Example is the school of mankind and they will learn at no other’. The impact of such a day on the life of the
community of our schools and of our future parents and pupils is one of an example of what can be achieved
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Lana: Don’t talk to me like that,
you’re not my Dad!!
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there was a line | wont ever forget hearing: “Rocks
for peace, Palestinian and PROUD". Keep it up!
Emad - Our older sisters graduated together and
now its our turn, | guess history repeats itself yet
time moves loo quickly. lts been great knowing
you, | wish you the best.

Osama - Its been a long way, in sixth grade |
didn't think we will ever be here graduating this
soon. | guess fime flies. Even then you have been
a good friend. Goed luck fo you.

Khalaf - Even 8th grade was fun, | still remember
us solving math problems trying to impress Ms.
Nabila. Now we are graduating, well | just would
like to let you know that you have a wonderful
personality and high morals. You were always a
good friend. Don't change and who knows | might
even see you in Florida.

Fady Odeh - HEY PRIMO! It's been great having
you in our class this year. Especially now that |
know we are actually cousins. And let me tell you
I'm more than proud fo have you as a relative!
You are a great person, with a wonderful
personality, and not only b/c your related to me.
Samia - Like | promised, | made sure your right
here with us all. | miss you so much. | can't tell you
enough that you mean so much to all of us. I'll
never forget our moments. You are the best, and
always stay strong. | love ya!

Ranad - | only wish you can stay here longer
with us. Yet the short time we've had with you has
been a lof of fun. Its so nice to talk about the
ploces we went fo in FL, its so cool how we
shopped at the same siores. Hopefully I'll be seeing
you in the future, maybe at “saw-grass mills”. Take
Care... love yal _

Haithem - |'l| never forget you waiting with my
cousins and me af school when my taxi decided
not to show up, you on|y went bome after we
were all safely in the car. You are truly o brother.
You are a greaf person and | wish you the best
always.

Omar Atallah - My sister always praised your
sister Amal. | now know why, like her, you are @
great person and most of all you have o good
head on your shoulders. | wish you the best always.
Amer-| didn't get to know you that well, but I'm

glad you came to our class. You were always
welcome.

Sinan - You were in my group for home ec. and
in physics lab. My advice: you're a genius in
physics, but | dont think cooking is for you. Lots of
luck in the future.

Jehan - | miss you so much, | just wanted you to
know you really never left. In our hearts you have
remained with us always. | loved fighting with
you about our ballads, butyou know you're going
io marry a Silwadi so our bet is still on. | love you
Jujul

Nora - "Nora..Nora..ya Noralll” ... The
friendship me and you shared in the past two years
has been amazing and feels like its been forever,
inshallah we will always be this close. You have
a heart of gold, and you will always be apart of
me. | can't thank you enough for everything, but
most of all | want to thank you for being you. |
love u habibti with all my heart! Muahh! :*)
Amanda - I'll never forget when you walked in
class late in the 6th grade, | was the first person
who talked to you and showed you around school.
That moment | knew we would he sisters forever.
We grew up together, from little girls in 8th grade
fo mature women now ready fo graduate. We
shared our dreams, hopes, and lives together.
Don't think this is a goodbye we will always be
fogether, af least at heart, Our grandfathers and
mothers were friends in the past and inshallah our
daughters in the future, just like we promised. |
love you habibti so much, thank you for everything.
The truth is | have to thank Allah who sent you to
me, you'll always be “my angel”. | love youl
muchhh! :*)

Each one of you have a place in my heart, If |
write everything | wanted fo | don't think | would
ever finish. You all are unforgetiable. Thank you
all for showing me the true meaning of friendship.
This is not a goodbye, | know we would meet
again soon insh’Allah. | wish you all the best of
luck throughout your lives, and hoppiness always.
God bless you all.

Love always and forever,
Your sister, Donia Shehadeh 12es



| can't write one thing for everyone as a class,
because each one of you means alottome ...
Sireen- Birdy” you are the most fun person fo
hang out with, especially when we both walk
around school and put people on our hit list.
Bshhhhht you know everyone is afraid of you and
me. Oh | want you fo know that | love your screen
name even though | have to multiply when | read
it, and no its not “refarded”, | was only joking.
Naser - Iis nice to have a friend who has the
ability to break any computer code, just don't try
it on my computer. Keep up your hard work, it'll
really pay off in the future. | wish you the best.
Feeda-"Snowball” what would | ever do without
your BS. Oh wait: "when does Feeda BS2
VWhenever she opens her mouth!” Wallah Feeda
| love you the way you are. You know what I'm
going fo really miss | can't believe I'm saying this,
but when you would draw the map and put Sitwad
and the Bireh. You know the big circle and the
small dot. | forgive you for all that.

Aiman - I's been great knowing you, and 'l
never forget all our falks about religion. Keep the
faith, and please be patient with the Native Indians
in New Mexico, Allah bi 3een. Just promise me
one thing, that you will change the picture of the
goat on your s/n, and stop saying Bacacaaaa’
[

Jenan - You have been greof company especially
in our religion classes, and whenever | want to
talk about polifics or praise "Hizbollah” | always
had you. Just try not be late for class. | /kl

Fadi Rasheed - tvery time | hear the word
“argeela” | wil | remember you and your bad in-
fluence. And no | don't want any. Stop pressuring

&

me. Istaghfir ALLAHI

Suhad - If there is anyone who | want to watch
my back its you, just make sure you teach me
your moves. Il never forget our moments in Physics
lab, we just need gas masks next time. | love ya
gurll

Ashraf - | only wish you didn't talk so much in
class, other than that | think you're a great person.
Shatila - It's great to know that we can talk on
the phone when the roads are closed and we
can't get to school. We had some good times
together, and I'll never forget you coming fo my
rescue when | was panicking right before my en-
gagement party.

Abed - | only wish there were more people like
you, because nowadays people fend fo forget
religion. May Allah always keep you on the right
track. Keep up the strong faith.

Omar Shayeb - | will never forget your famous
quote: "bess balashhh!”. You know | once saw
those exact words written in arabic on the back
of a taxi in Ramallah, | bef you that taxi is from
*Kufr Mailk”.

Ahlam - Wow girl have we been through a lot
fogether, besides the agony of you being my fu-

‘ture aunt 1/K. You know | love you with all my

heart, I'll never forgef us being on the phone talking
fill file sun came up. What's great is that | know
we wonf be saying goodbye, | know I'll always
have you around. You're the best! Muahh!
Georgeee - \\e really needed someone like
you in class this year to keep us laughing. Because
of you I'll always remember your record of ditching
and your famous "ya zabeleh!”, Oh and how
you always asked me if | had gum or candy in
Ramadan.

Noor - I've known you ever since the Florida
days, and even then it was nice having you
around. Hopefully | will be seeing you later on,
we might even go to the same school. Wish you
the bestl

Ibrahim - Iis so nice o hove someone like you
around, someone | know will always fight for their
country. A lot of times we all were worried about
you being out there throwing rocks. But you know
when | was younger In NJ, with your cousin Suzy,
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Growing up in Friends Schools, gave us all we need from stebility, knowledge, con-
fidence and awareness that are the keys fo our success in the present time and in
future.

12 IB is a group that can be described as o mullilalented, intellectual, serious yet
sarcastic and many other features.

Musa is funny and never out of jokes and commenis fo change the subject of the
closs. He is the one that puts a smile on every face.

Besan is quiet and sensitive and never, for a second, gives up on her friends. she is
full of joy and loves to give to everyone around her.

Yousef is a man of his word and a secret saver. He hates seeing anyone sod and
tries his best fo put a smile on their faces.

Duna has a special way of staring at people with different faces fo express her
feelings! She is always laughing and never allows herself to be angry at others.
Saleh is always confident and outspoken, he never holds any thought back. He is
funny when he wants fo be and stubborn when it comes to going against the rules.
Ramzi doesn't talk a lot but has a funny side that sparks around when ever it comes
out.

Razan is creative and fun loving in addition fo being a school girl who is anxious to
do her best.

Rasha Khatib appears to be quiey but she is wild! Her advises and ideas can't be
replaced in addition fo her silly long jokes which drive us crazy.

Elias has o loud laugh that attracts attention and is recognizable even from long
distances.

Hala’s talks are always present and never disappear. She always has something to
say even in the middle of class.

Michleen’s bacutiful litile cunning eyes send a messoge about her. They say she is
loving, caring and incredibly funny!

Midhat is the show boy of the class. No one can sing and dance better than him.
He drives us fo his party moods every time we meet.

Mabher is irrational in his expressions which gefs him often in trouble.

Chrissy is one that | call “Shopping Freak”. Every where she goes she buys stuff,
and she never gets safisfied with what she has. She always carries a bag of cosmetics.
Rami is mysferious and quiet but his goodness can't be neglected.

Dania is fun loving. She is absolutely full of fun and joy and never carries a cranky
face.

Sam is ambiticus and school spirited. Although he is busy reading and siudying most
of the time, but cannof but notice his goodness and his sense of friendship.

Rima is a good person with some funny comments on situations we face.

Rasha Musleh skips tesfs, sleeps through class and looks cranky in the moming but
always ends with a smile on her face yjoy grabs everyone around her to smilel
Aia is ambitious and reads o lot. She is also caring and carries out some funny falks.
Mohammad Faris always has comments to add on subjects we discuss in class,
he values friendship and he has a funny side. He also has lots of knowledge about
different issues.

Moe is funny, loving, caring and a good shooter (b-ball) and sports loving. He never
forgets a friend and always has a smile on his face.

Natasha is always analyzig things but she is also caring and forgiving. She is a
good swimmer and sporfs loving.

Hala Naser
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| SATs, College Applications, Research Papers, Tawjihi, IB,
Financial Aid, Scholarships... WHEN DOES IT END?2 These
are the things that go through students’ minds as they prepare
themselves for entering the "college world”. When | began
teaching this course, | realized that there were questions and
answers that | sfill had to learn. The students were very iquistive,
especially since they redlized | had studied in the US and
finished not long ago. They felt very comfortable asking ques-
tions, maybe because | was somewhat close to their age, but
| still eamed the respect as a teacher. | felt | had a close
relationship with them.
Although it has been a rough vear, | have tried to emphasize
that the students needed to concentrate on their studies,
especially those in their last year of high school. And although
their minds have been on fighting to free Palesfine, | iried to
drill their brains that this won't come about without an education.
This is the generation we are depending on fo be the thinkers,
the gogetters, the fighters, the doctors, lawyers, and much
more. So good luck to you all.

Samar Abu Arab Mubarak

he uniform seems to be one of those everyday requirements
of the school day along with many other rules. We wake in the
morning to hear the consfant nagging of “Where is your
uniform@” but you might be surprised the amount of students
who prefer uniform over “normal” everyday clothes. Ve might
not realize how convenient the uniform is for us students. Some
of the reasons of the maijority are firstly, you don't need to
worry about what fo wear in the moming and whether it mat-
ches or not, you simply dress into the gray pants and stripped
shirt. Secondly, when all students wear approximately identical
clothes it reduces tension between students of different cultural
backgrounds in which it is reflected in the person’s clothes.
| believe that this similarity between the students somehow bring
each of us closer together and represents us as one family
especially during this period of turmoil.

Harb Harb
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The place for the trouble makers
(The electric chair)
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the winner of the water-fight .. the looser of the water-fight
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Ms. Yi: Ching Kwan Chee
Translation: I‘'m Soowry
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Habbas: “Now cmd forever il be
your man”
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High school; this is one of life’s most dangerous

experiences. This is o hazardous joumey, where many

wild animals hungrily await unsuspecting freshmen.

Though it is a freacherous expedition, you can sur-

vive. There are some things that you need to know

before you take that yellow bus info the heart of the

academic jungle. The trick fo staying alive in high

school is knowing about the wild animals that reside

there. No my friend, not lions and tiger and bears.

There animals are ameng the most ferocious and difficult

creatures to deal with: Teachers and Students!

Teachers (Homeworkus destributus) - are powerful predators.

They are pack hunters who reside in caves known as teachers

lounges, and they make their meals of brave souls like yourself.

Like the timber wolf, teachers can be trained to help you. The trick is

to keep them happy, and not lef them sense your fear. The teacher will only attack

those it perceives as a possible threat fo its power or food source, so don't let it know you're afraid. If

you can gain their confidence by feeding them lots of homework, they will begin to trust you. I'm not

talking about late, disgusting, greasy, fatty homewaork. I'm talking about neat, clean, juicy reports,

labs, essays, tesis and for dessert a final exam. The more homework you feed them, the more they will

trust you, and the easier it will be to train them. Despite the teachers’ bloodthirsty appearance, they are

social animals who care a great deal about each other. When they begin fo care about you, you will

be able to get them to do all kinds of wonderful tricks, like test exemptions and homework extensions.

One of the greatest tricks teachers can be taught to do is called the “letter of recommendation”. This Ts

a very useful trick for a trainer like yoursell, for letters of recommendation can help you fund other
safaris.

The other wild animal to be wary of in the academic jungle is the student (Reportus Wiiterus). These

animals are far more difficult to figure out than teachers in that students are heavily camouflaged. It is

hard to tell whether a student is a friend or foe, and they tend to vary within the species. They too are

pack animals and can be very dangerous or very helpful. The need to find o pack for yourself is

important in high school for you will find safety in numbers - safety from teachers and other packs of

students that seek fo dominate your territory. The frick is fo find out what kind of students are indigenous

fo your particular area, and then you can begin to affiliate with a pack or form your own. The best

way to find out the kind of students to affiliate with is to analyze and participate in their behavioral

patterns. Joining sports, theatre, and clubs are good ways fo experience different students from different
packs.

Some students are very dangerous and should be avoided at all costs. They are known as the

Delinquent Students (Loser-Opithicus). These students have very hozardous behavioral patterns. Such

patters can include smoking, joining gangs, and slacking off in class. If you join these behavioral

patterns, you will not survive high schooll Most other packs of students are harmless, aside from the

seasonal fighting between males, especially during prom seascns.

These are among the most important fricks fo surviving high school. If you keep your eyes open, and

your wits about you, this can be one of the most profitable safaris of your life. You will learn the other

fricks of frade as you veniure deeper into the academic jungle. Luck be with you, and happy hunting.

Saed Atshan
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place presents itself as a prisor-like atmosphere, with its green | '
colored railings and lined up students. Students are energetic
with the hope of getfting a well paid for meal. This gives students
a mixed feeling of satisfaction because the food gives off only
momentary satisfaction.
A more imporiant uniqueness of FBS School life is the wonderful
FBS stoff, always dedicated in serving you. The patience, |
experience and knowledge of our teachers makes getting an
education a possible task. If it weren't for them then going to
school would be a waste. Whenever a student has o moment
of confusion or even a complaint the teacher is always willing o address them and help them out. In
some classes, as in Miss. Gloria's history class there is the luxury to accommaodate the desires of the |
- students. ‘
Overall, there are too many factors that come into play when wondering what makes a good school life.
For some, school life is like going to an over rated party. You think it's going to be great, but when you
get there it's just another situation where you count down the minutes before you can leave. For others, |
school life is just perfect.
So | guess school is all about your atiitude and your ability fo adapt fo school. f you can't adapt fo FBS
| School life then you'll never adapt to anything... :
Mohammad Fares |
Ex-12IB
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ease. This break was previously intended for the purpose of feeding one's seff, but it has evolved info a
brief moment of socializing and selfentertaining as well. It gives you a time to relax, gather your thoughts,
and for some, ‘get your groove on’. Butwhen you hear that bell ringing the end of your brief freedom, the
feeling of dread refurns, but not with the same severity as before. Three more periods of whatever await
you, and so the wonderful leaming process continues. The day goes on with the sound of teachers
drilling lessons info the evertiring minds of those brave FBS students. Then you have another break, which
is the same in purpose as the first, only longer. | guess someone in Administration, back then, knew that
this was a badly needed lifesaver.

Of course there are those fimes when something interesfing is being discussed in class. It's rare moments
like this when something useful is entering the minds of these young pupils. On the other hand, there are
moments when the pressure of boredom (or whatever) can no longer be withstood. So the class falls info
chaos, with students roaring and teachers wondering what went wrong. When this occasional incident
dissolves, a feeling of uneasy relief can be felt, and the usual routine comes back into play.

There are those memorable moments that come to mind when thinking of scheal life. Like frying to pay
aliention 1o Ustaz Eyad's explanation of statisfical formulas, but finding yourself reading the lyrics to
“Higher” written by some Creed fan (ke me). Or a time in Mrs. Randa’s English class, where there's an
argument about Stanley’s reasons for raping Blanche Dubois fwhich means ‘while wood']. Then fhere are
those outrageous fimes in TOK, when you're wondering why homosexuals should have the right fo adopt.
it's moments like these that come to mind af the end of o survivable school year.

For me there is only one school day that differs from the rest: Monday. On this school day you get the
added dullness of o chapel, Coming to school on this day is really interesting, wondering what victim the
School dug up for you 1o stare at. You have the added bonus of listening to their speech in Arabic or
breken English, leaving you clusless. There are those occasions when the Chapel is worth watching like
that actor who did the monologues or the Student Council Presidential Elections. All in all, the chapel is
just another event, which makes school life different.

And what would school life be without the FBS library with its unique staff. In this library a student finds
all that he needs in literary resources. However, the frue purpose of this library is fo provide shelter for
students during wet and cold days. Therefore, you will usually find it empty with only Miss Lisa and the
usual crowd of "booklovers” in sight. Miss Lisa runs this library with strict discipline, making it a highly
controlled, predictable environment. There is the sense of discipline when you walk info this book/dus!
filled room.

Then you have the cafeteria, which receives lots of hungry students daily, usually of the two breaks. This
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a hard job. Imagine considering every fest you fake a life shaping event and trying to prepare for it. They
continually endure their advanced level education with good stride. They don't waste their time on non-
academic achivities because they're usually contemplating what they learned. By this, it is not meant that
they don't enjoy other aspects of school life. Tawjihi/Arabicspeakers are usually the most expressive of
their opinions. So they make every effort to gain benefits for the whele student body (student body means
the whole school and not the Student Council). For example, remember thal fime that they all decided fo
cancel Valentine's Day and our dedicated Student Council President decided to comply with this position.
We must not forget the unique school life of the Englishspeaking student. From one aspect school life is
hard for this often-unheard minority. They get the least attention from the School Administration, and have
had fo become less expressive of their opinions. On the other hand, they tend fo enjoy their moderate
level courses that are a part of their school lives. Contrary fo popular belief they are getting an education,
which is above the average Americon standard. An English-speaking student faces the daily fask of
preparing presentations, writing essays ond creating projects. It's all about caring for your country in
Palestinian History, applying to American colleges in College Prep or leaming about social Problems in
Social Problems class. It's things like this and mare which makes school life special.

For most FBS students there are similarities in school life. Firstly, gefting an education is usually, but not
always, a long dull point in the day. Thinking about those three long periods straight, of any three
subijects is not what motivates the average student {or any that | can think of). It's that small filteen-minute
break that energizes the mood. Whether you may be out on the playground, or in the library, you feel af




I have been a student at the FBS for four years now, so | guess
FBS School life is something | understand. School lite is generally
the same for all students because the purpose of going to
school is to get an education. However, at the Friends there
are three forms of education, which makes all the difference.
There are English-speakers, Towjihi/Arabic-speakers and the
new IB group. So @ Tawijihi student has a totally different school
life from an English-speaker or an B student.

As an ex-IB student of English speaking origin, | have
experienced two fypes of school life. For an IB student, going
to school 1s a blur of frees and advanced level courses. Everyday brings a feeling of mental numbness,
in the morning you have no idea of what the day will be like. Then, when you get to school reality hits
you, there is the pressure of making it through a full day of 1B classes, while staying interested. Then there
are all those official IB deadlines that pile up, so you have to stay focused also. Your mind tells you that
 you should be using those frees to gef work done, but you end up lying around recovering from that
mental drain. 1B school life is not that bad, it's just that you have fo be devoted o it more than anything
else.

Then there are the two, long existing groups.. Tawjihi/Arabic speakers and English speakers, which
have both had an enriched school life. They know the daily routine by heart and live it to it's fullest,
following in the footsteps of past students. In comparison to the other groups, being a Tawijihi student is
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Background

The Educational Network (EdNet), established in 1989, in cooperafion with feachers representing
public, private and UNRWA schools, is an independent Palestinian NGO set out to meet the educational
needs of the Palestinian community which has arisen as a result of the Intifada and the Israeli responsive
medasures.

Since the transfer of education authority to the Palestinian National Authority on August 28, 1994,
EdNet has been coordinafing its project activities with the Minisiry of Education in addition to the other
governmental and non-governmental organizations.

The Center relies mainly on external funding for the
implementation of ifs projects in addition to proceeds
from the Center's publications and English Newsletter
subscriptions.

Aim

EdNet aims to confribute fo the development of an
education system that meets the needs of the
Palestinian people.

Objectives
*Training in capacity building for individuals and ins-
fitutions working in the education sector, with emphasis
on new feaching methodologies.
*Producing supplementary course materials for use
in cur fraining activities. ‘
*Promoling greater involvement of women in the |
decision-making process. 1
*Disseminating information on educational
developments in Palestine through Publications {in
Arabic English) produced by EdNet.

~ *Stiengthening coordination and networking among

 teachers and educational organizations locally and

. internationally,
*|nstilling democratic values and promoting human
rights through EdNet project acfivities.

Administration

An administrative committee comprised of
representatives from the public private and UNRWA
schools supervises the Educational Network Center.
The committee is elected from an 1 1-member board
of frustees working in the education field in Palestine.
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I've had a great time the last two years coaching the boy's
basketball team. | might not remember the details of many =
of the games or what the scores were, but | will always
remember the guys and the time we spent as a team. This |
year's basketball team has remained dedicated despite the -+~ |
intifada and the resulting struggle everyone has faced over . , |
the past months. All of the players make a socrifice every

time they come fo practice, especially the ones who live outside of Ramallah. I'm redlly proud of the
players because there aren't many people in the world
who have to face such conditions to go to school or
many teams that could remain o team in this kind of
situation. This | believe is one of the feam's biggest
: accomplishments. Way to hang in there guys.
Although | think we could have been an excellent
team if the circumstances were different, we've shown
this year that we are a very good feam. We've had
a season to be proud of and we are a team that the
Friends School can be proud of.

—

Joshua Lane
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Did You Know that
the longest period
spent by FB.S. staff
member was 50

years, spent by each
of Mr. Farid Tabiri

(Arabic language
Instructor] and M.
Awad Khuri.

Did You Know that
Mr. Peter Kapenga is
the one who took the
position of principal of
both the F.B.S. and
RS

Did You Know that

the school uniform for
boys was unified in
1998 under the
authority of Laurie
Haden.

Did You Know that
the first yearbook was
made in 1966 under
the supervision of Mr.
Don Hutchison, then

the second yearbook
was made in 1978
under the supervision
of Deena Assaf.

Did You Know that
the Turkish army furned
the school info @
military base in the
beginning of World
Warlin 1914,
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At the Friends Boys School we have many different school
commitiees that consist of both working hands of students
studying at the FBS, as well as teachers and other members
of the staff. In these committess we prove that the teachers
and staff aren’t dominant authority over the students, but
instead both teachers and students unite as one and work
closely in promoting many extra curricular activities for the
Friends Boys School. There are various school committees at
work in school that cover almost all aspects of schodl life
making the Friends School stand out from any other. At the
FBS there is the Student Government, created by the students
and for the students, and this Student Council Commitiee is o
direct connection between students and the FBS sfaff. The
OpenDay commitiee is a commitiee in which cll interested
students participate in the field or talent they are interested
in. Also, in this committes, dll the feachers participate and
work in preparation for Open-Day based on the field they
practice. As a school we must also pay atfention fo the world
outside our schoal, the Palestinian community. Both the
Infernational Media Committee and the Consumer Boycoft
Commitiea were both held at school this year in which
teachers and students worked to help ease the suffering of
the polifical situation here in Palestine.

There are many different committees we take pride in af the

FBS, here are most of the committees af the FBS:
Documentation Committee, Consumer Boycott Committes,
Internationc! Media Commitiee, Drama Club, Schelarship
Commitiee, Admissions Commitiee, Student Government,
Activities Committiee, Open- Day Committee, Centennial
Commiltee, Museum Committee, Yearbook Committes,
Graduation Committes, and the Academic Commitiee.
Participating Student, teachers, and staff:
Documentation Commitiee:

Farah Saleh, Fatema Musa, Jenan Shagqur, Victoria Arag,
Rania Abu Amouneh, Jenin Halum, Dima Malahi, and
Moharmmed Saleem.

Museum Commiftee:

Dalic Cthman, Rana Hamdan, Fatema Mousa, Mohammed
Hirzelleh, and Azmi Assali.

Cenfennial Commiffee:

Vanoush Kassis, Colin South, Nabkila Said, May Banda,

Mahmoud Amra, Jeries Abu EFEtham, Raja Doed, Kathy
South, Samira Huleileh, and Samir Hishmeh.
Admissions Commiftee;

Hanan Sa'ad, Mahmoud Amra, Peter Kapenga, and Jerius
Abu El-Etham.

Academic Commifiee:

Randa Hellek, lyad Innab, Mayya Kafri, and Mohammad
Suleiman.

Scholarship Committee:

Colin Seuth, Kathy South, Hanan Sa'ad, Nabila Said, Sarnir
Hishmeh . Mahmoud Amra, Diana Abdel Noor, Hala Rafidi,
and Diana Khoury.

Activities Commiitee:

Samir Hishmeh, Moharmmad Saleem, Ihsan Rimawi, Khaloed
Dabis, Laila Abu Zayyad, Amal Arafat, and Tina Rafidi.
Graduation Committee:

Hanan Saad, lyad Innab, Mohammad Habbas, Balsem
Ramahi, Samir Hishmeh, Mahmoud Amra, Noor Dalag, Saed
Atshan, Jerius Abu EFEtham, and Raed Shehadeh.
Drama:

Tina Rafidi, Natasha Arouri, Laila Rabah, Reem Ghawi,
Dina Zaru, Mira Akahmad, Hussam Dakkak, Rasha Yoser,
Zeina Amr, Rami AFAzza, Nadia Arouri, Rawan Faramand,
Hanin Harb, Eva Karam, Jumana Diabis, lbrahim Boulous,
Suzi Hamdan, Tamer Khalaf, Dina Shilleh, Dalia Ottman,
Jamilah Morrar, Fatema Musa, Farah Saleh, and Razan
Faramand.

Student Council:

Saed Atshan, Harb Hark, Noora Tijani, Noor Ali, Elena
Khoury, Ayed Ayed, Lana Shehadeh, Ziad Faramand, Jessie
Dabit, Zaid Hamed, Omar MNasser, Zeina AlAmr, Sameer
Hammad, Rasha Al Khaldoun Bushneg, MNadia Arour,
Ayman Abushribi, Mira Awwad, Rana Abdelnour, Abdelrouf
Ahed, Hala Shuabi, Andrew Faramand, Shaden Khalaf, Jenin
Halum, Basil Ali, Malak Jaber, lbrahim Boulos, Amal
Abdelnoor, Moulaz Abushalbak, Razan Haj Yasin, Saleh Al
wir. Amer Omar, Mohammad Khatib, Jenan Musa, Sari Abdo,
MNadia Abu-Ammouneh, Lester Barrouk, Besan Alkhalilee,
Eman Jamal, lubna Siam, Muhannad Alfagih, Dana Amous,
Diala Karkar, Mohammad Fares, Rozan Faramand, Sulernan
Kurd, Osama Ali, Donia Shehadeh, Aiman Rashid, Emad
Sayrafi, Eyad Khalaf, Sophie Harb, and Nael Shayeb.

By: Donia Shehadeh 12es
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Va;iting
the I.T.

barrier

The year 1984 witnessed a new era in
modern computer technology at the
Friends Schools in Palestine. The first computer
lab was established af the Girls School for the
students to use on a daily basis in addition fo
utilizing computer technology in the adminisiration
office. Both schools now have computer
laboratories. Our schools have been striving to

achieve higher quality standards in order to share
in the international information system in full swing
elsewhere in the world.

The evolution of modem technology remains the
number one opportunity that challenges our
school. We require o strafegic plan to keep up
with every improving technological standard. Such
plans seek fo promote easier access for the
teachers and students and enabling them fo use
a wide range of informative systems.

On the administrative level at the Boys Schoal,
report cards, government sheels and teachers’
schedules are now computerized. In addition, a
database for the employees and students has been
developed, fo be o comprehensive stafistical
information record.

The Friends Schools are striving for excellence.
By the end of 2001, the Friends Boys School will
have a multimedia center that contains not less
than 50 computers with @ large communicative
network fo enable the school, its administration,
feachers and students to be af the forefont of such
development in Palestine with most of the funding
from U.S. Aid. The potential for community
educalion and fraining provided by Friends
Schools will be on the agenda of our future thinking
and planning.

Salim Zughayer
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Debka has been a part of the Friends School for a long fime. It
has proved fo be one of the most successiul activities of the FBS.
Behind every Debka the school does, there is a long Palesfinian
story. This year's Debka was very creafive. It was based on the
everyday life we are living now.

CGoing and coming to and from school was hard for some
members, but they still came. For those of you who didn't see
the Debka on November 23rd, you missed out an excellent
performance, and maybe our last.

The Debka: 1. Hamed, Hikmat 2. Khalof, Tamer 3. Odeh, Abdel
Jawad 4. Khalaf, Basil 5. Hraish, Ziadeh 6. Amla, Mohammad
7. Dalag, Nour 8. Halum, Shatila 9. Heloom, Jenin 10. Mouther,
Fatemah 11. Morrar, Jamileh 12. Arouri, Nadia 13. Farouki,
Shaima’ 14. Oallah, Tejan

Tejan Otallah 9C

<o : < g




MFT A PRBS

First of all, it was my pleasure to have joined the FBS team this year, even if it was only for the 2nd
semester. This enabled me fo meet this year's graduates. | got a glimpse of both the Tawiihi students
and the 12 E.S. | am happy | met you. To those who liked my: class, criticized it, were late, or couldn't
sit still for a second, | wish you all good luck in your upcoming lives. Enjoy il

Eclecticism, s a school in art, whose main idea is to collect different media, or show different styles in
one artwork, like a puzzle, but its elements are more overlapping. This is what we did in art this year,

waorking with different media and materials, where students
were able fo see the different possibilities of their art work.
Those who are inferested in one field could in future
elaborate more.

Students did stained glass, carved on gypsum tiles, drew
on copper sheets, created wire faces, papier mache’,
collage, beside pencil and colored drawings.

A group of students were able to participate with the
Khelil Sakakini Cultural Center. These students participated
in making a model of the school campus, in such litile
time. | appreciate the work of those who participated,
your work was professional.

Amal Abu Ghousheh
Art Teacher
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Primary Years Pregram
(PYPR) W@fk@ﬁ@g@
5 March 2001

As the PYP coordinator of the Friends schools, | arranged to participate in the workshop
that was organized under the title “ A General Infroduction to the PYP” from 14th fo the
16th of March in Bahrain.

The workshop fook place in Bahrain Bayan School, which is a national school offering
a bilingual (Arabic- English) education for students in Bahrain. The school currently enrolls
1044 students from KG to 12th grade and employs 77 full time staff, 47 of whom are
overseas hire. The Bahrain Bayan school became an B diploma school in March 1993,
They have not adopted the MYP or the PYP yat.

The workshop's target group was primary school administrators and teachers and support
staff with no previous knowledge of or experience with ihe Primary Years Program of fhe
Internafional Baccalaureate. There were
36 participants and two group leaders.
Helen Birkbeck, Vienna International
School, Austria and Robert Westlake,
Violenschool, the Netherlands.

Being not familiar with the PYP, attending
such a workshop for the first fime was
overwhelming experience. The sessions
were infense and challenging. We were
taught some new skills and saw some
modeled that might be useful in our
classrooms. | went to the workshop
with some questions in mind and at the
end of the three days | had many more
fo ask. At the end of the workshop, the
following franspired as the essential concepls leamed for the PYP. *Teachers and children
should work collaboratively. *The program invites exploration from multiple perspectives.
*It is an international curriculum for schools, NOT a curriculum for international school.
*It is a knowledge base that represents common human experience. *It explores the
big ideas of a subject instead of learning content without meaningful context. *In the
PYP, curriculum is every thing that happens to a child at school. *It stresses leaming
about matters of genuine significance. *It is shared curriculum for globally mobile families.

Vanoush Kassis |
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__The student Council
T ﬂ;@ﬂ@;;@% ‘“ zfid ::ﬂ?j&ﬁ; %iiqi’“;ﬁ il

teochmg stondards were excllent, the students were polite and every graduate
was highly successful. The only problem was with o siudent organisation known as
the Student Council.

long ago, this group of students was made up of bright popular and -most
importantly- respected students. Over the years, this began to change. The members
were sfill bright and popular, but they were slowly losing the respect of their fellow
students. With respect goes power, and power is @ very important thing for a
Student Council fo have. The power fo represent students, fo aversee school policies,
fo make a difference. Slowly, however, the Council became only an organisation
for schoal trips.

One day, in the evermemorable academic year 2000-2001, it was decided that
enough was enough. This sorry stafe of affairs had fo come to an end. A
questionnaire was drawn up, asking the students how much faith they had in their
council. An overwhelming majorily said that they had little to any. It was indeed
time for Democracy fo reign once more. But how?

To answer this question, the Council looked to its past, sure that the key 1o success
lay there. It did. Research info distant past turned up @ very important decument:
the Constitution. This Consitution was dusted off and presented to all the members
of the Council. They were nof impressed. For one thing, the Constitution was out of
date. It contained much that was ambigious and vague, and much that did not
apply. References were made to “Tuter groups” and “Year Co-ordinators”. Na,
they decided, it had to be revised.

,gl

Alter a couple of revisions, the Constitution was deemed applicable. Now something

else was required: @ leader. This leader would be the link between the students,
the council, the administration and the parents. This leader would be the voice of
the council and subsequently the voice of the students. In short, this leader would
be.. a President. With o President would come the usual posts of Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer - which is nof 1o say that they were not as important as the
president. They were just as imporfant in their chosen fields, However, the one true
thing that linked all those posts together was simply this: t hey were democratically
elected.
Presidential elections took place on Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th December
2000. Atthe start of the first day, the four candidates gave their campaign speeches
and parficipated in a debate. They were, in alphabatical order: Fatemah Mounther,
Mohammad Hirzallah, Mohammad Ismail, and Saed Atshan. Then, dll through
the day, voles were cast. 366 people voted. Of these, Saed won by achieving
144 votes. Mohammad H. was next with 114 votes. He was followed by Fatemah,
with 96 votes. Then came Mohammad I. with 12 vetes. Every candidate's compaign
was ethical, of course, and they were all safisfied with the results.
The rest, as they say, is history. The Student Council began ifs long climb back to
glory. It may take o few more years, but the seeds have been planted. There have
been the initial teething problems, but these are enly small obstacles on the road of
success. The road o greatness is an uphill climb, but the rewards that wait at the
end of this journey make it all worthwhile. | wish the Council good luck, and
during the next 100 years it should get better and better!

Sam Kurd
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| A Note from the Student
iouncai President

What is nappemnq& The end of the year... already? | thought just yesterday was the first
! day of school. Just yesterday we made new friends. Just yesterday we were infroduced to |
! new classes. Arrrghl Time flies by so fastl A year less of school not necessarily o good |
;i thing. This is the exact aftitude of your Student Council president at the present fime.
| The school year 2000-2001 iswa distiiguished cne. Mot only was it the triggering of a
second Intifada, it Was the cenfennial of our school, and it is the first year our school |
. implemented: democratic elections for a student government. “|.was a bit reluctant of first |
. about running for such a pesition, but | was later convinced of it. Surprisingly, | gained the
|! support of the majority of the students. | owe a special thanks to Lester Barrouk for his support
cind motivation. I it was not for him, | could have never gene through this. | would also like
to thank all of those students who byl fehin e From fhe beginning ond those who | recently
earned their frust. As for those of | have not gained such a feeling from by this fime, | would
— = 4 ae iust like o say that | hope you will one day look back and reevaluate |
| 1  your stand. I|
To be frank, it has not been easy to carry on with such a responsibilit. |
It you really think about it, | have had fo represent the voices of over |
400 students and be not only a leader, but a rolkmodel for all. | do
not know if | have done so, but my conscience fells me that | did the
best| can. My cabinet and | have worked extremely hard in order to
establish the first democratic Student Council ot FBS.
Many obstacles have sfood in our way. These include the fact that
this is just the siart of a long process fo come and things do not
happen over night. Also, the pelitical situation in the region hos
paralyzed a lot of cur energy. | believe that another problem is that
there needs fo be more of a connection and communication amongst
students, parents, feachers, and administrators at our school. If oll of |
these parties do not exert 110% effort, then the slacking off of any |
sole part will unbelance the equilibrium that should exist. ||
It has been an honer serving my brothers and sisters and peers and
| e classmates. Just the fact that @ member of a minority in o certain
‘place gains the votes of the majority of the people in that place is impressive. This exoerience
has shaped me in many ways and it has helped me develop further my personclity and
intellect. | believe | have been privileged and blessed and | wish the best for ecich and every
one of you.. Hold fast to your dreams, keep your heads up high, and never forget who you
are and where you come from.
In conclusion, | would fike fo give the seniors a sincere ‘and warm goodbye. We will miss
you all and e forget you. You have occupied a large sect in our hearts and we wil
always take pride in our cenfennial graduating class. | would dlso like to give 12 ES a
special thank you. All of you, with no exceptions, were a wonderful support system during |
the elecfions. Your smiles brightened my dullest days. Your perseverance regarding the |
| sacrifice of your senior as a result of the Intifada, gave me the will and power to move on
despite the atrocities we faced. You guys better not change at all or [ will kill you. All | can
say is stay true to yourselves. | love you alll | mean that you knowl /@

\ Saed Atshan
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Monday Mornings:

Chapel

Young boys are pilling, one by one, neatly into the FBS
Chapel. The third graders are in front and twelfth graders
last, arranging themselves this way, then sitting. Silence
fills the atmosphere, even the sound of a pin falling can
be heard. Everyone is prepared to devote the following
pericd of time for respect and thought. They are used to
this... It is done three times a week. Every week, one
Chapel is the responsibility of a teacher, next a student,
then a guest. Each and every student has a songbook
and there is always a hymn sang in either Arabic or
English as well as a religious part for reading from the
Bible or Quran. That is a very brief description of Chapel
| at FBS thirty years ago.

| Today, we see faces of both boys and girls. It is the
' . younger students who sit in the back and the older students
in the front. The youngest students are seventh graders
and there is nothing near silence filling the atmosphere -
only laughs and giggles and gossip and gum chewing.
| No one is prepared for anything, only to get things over
|  with. Of course, this ‘misery’ is only for once a week on
. Mondays. Each Chapel is the responsibility of a various
class which can do whatever it wants. No hymn is sung
} but the national anthem and no religious aspect but the
supposed  ‘two
minutes of silence’.
A significant
contrast can be
seen.. Chapel
being transformed
from religiously-
oriented fo an
assembly, and the
essence being lost
as days go by.

In my opinion, the
best Chapel of this
cenfennial school
year was. .

Saed Atshan
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WHEN DID |
FBS STAFF |
FIRST START
WORKING .
AT THE
FRIENDS
SCHOOLS?
OR, WHO |
ARE THE
OLD-
TIMERS?

| Donn Hufchison

| Samir Hishmeh

|| Peter Kapenga

| Muhommad Suleiman
| Jeries Abu EHEzam

L Mayya Kafri ORQ Jeries Sousou

| hsan Rimawi 920 Adel Zagha

| Saleem Zughayar Q20 Andrevs Bush
Hanan So'ad 1990 Balsam Ramahi 1999
Sabrir Tamimi 1990 Abed Nakhleh 1909
Laila Abu Zayyad 1950 Kholood Diahis 2000

| May Banda 1990 Cloria Yi 2000
Ahmad Al 1002 Cana Haj Yassin 2000
Dima Aryan 1992 Sumer Mobarek 2000
Naser Abu Rahmeh 1992 Colin South 2000
Inas Jibril 1993 Omar Assaf 2000

| Aysheh Noubani (Um Mohammed] 1993 Lamis Rimcawi 2000
Luai Awwad 1904 Fathallah Suleiman 7000  [i&
Randa Hallak 1094 Fatina Shargawi : 2000 [@=
lyad Innab 1994 Yousef MNasir ' 2000 |

| Mohommad Mustata 1994 Mariette Khoury 2000 [
Tina Rafidi 1996 Najah Shaheen 2000

965 Marwan Ghaith
069 Naser Ramahi
Q77 Lisa Ma'rouf
o778 Mohammed Habbas
Q78 Raed Shehadeh
Amal Arafat 1983 Anan Natsheh
Vanoush Kassis 983 Samar |zzat
Muhammad Salim 084 Bassam Salhi
Mahmoud Amrg 08/ lack Abed

Diana Khoury Q87 Hanin Eletyyan
NMohammad Zayed(Abu Samir] 087 Samar Ayed

Mazen Qatato Amal Abu Ghoush

e
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In mémeny.of 12 years old Mohammad AlDurra who was
killed®y fhe Israeli Soldiers in the arms of his own father on
Suadery October 1,2000 during AlAgsa Intifada.

This is'dedicated to all the martyrs of AlAgsa Intifada, may
God rest their souls.

Even though | was only a littte boy,
WithoUt'mercy they attacked me with guns as if my life was
some foy.

Iy Fathgr is holding me in his arms and profecting me,
But why do they shoot as if they can't see?

Lenddred the first bullet to my knee as brave s | can be,
| also'tredto assure my father that soon we will be safe and
free.

The next bullet exploded in my back,
| couldn't take it father and all | saw is was black.

I'm sorry father | know you really tried,
And now you and mother cry, because | died.

'm being carried now by a large crowd,
Who shout and because of me are real proud

§ They sayuihat | am o martyr for Palestine and Almighty God,

‘et | don't really understand, is that 0dd®

Thankyeu father, you fried to take my bullets and all my
pain,
But ut was them who shot bullets as it it were rain.

They buried me deep in the ground and now | am scared
and all alone,
All I want is to be able to go home.

Even though | miss you all so very much,
Yet for the beloved AlAgsa | have given nof much.

With all my heart | love you Palestine!
Please fell those who killed me, you will always be mine!

Donia Shehadeh
12 ES

il las
Undil it

because il's the
il
it will come frue,
Deena Zaru
7A
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Sometimes | think about all the mothers that lost their kids it just
gefs me mad.

| feel it's not fair, that their hearts had fo stop beating and that the

bullet had to pierce through their souls and that they had fo fly
high somewhere else. They get fo visit the seventh sky, is that what

makes them sure they wanna die?
Meanwhile, their families sit down here and cry, even people they
B don't know will have tears filling their eyes, just like me.
Is this the way thats going fo be here in Palestine;

Dear lord, isn't that a crime?212

Rasha Ali ’

FBS CENTENRNILAL
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Dear Lord, don’t you think it's sad?
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UPRISING i

VWhat does not kill me makes
me stronger

But the pain lasts longer

So | ask you fo break me free
Because I'm locked

But you broke my legs so fo
stay

You cut my wings every day
But | grow new ones fo fly
away

% kX

My life has been an endless
brawl

Because the more | climb the
more | fall

And the more | walk the more
| crawl

| came for the sunshine but |
stayed for the storm
Something that left me always
forlorn :

They say: do or do net, there
is no fry

But if I'm jumping off a cliff

| might as well ry to fly

So if | am cut,,, why not

bleed

Since life is only greed

Imad Sayrafi

s
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- baby from his arms,

The Intifada has provided many
stories of the immense courage of
individual women. One of the most
powerful is that of a stone throwing
incident, where soldiers chased «
group of young men and finally
caught up with one. They were
beafing him and pulling him foward
the jeep, under arrest, when a young
woman with @ baby in her arms
rushed up, screaming in anger, not
at the soldiers but af the yound man!
"So there you are! | told you not to
come info fown foday! | told you
there would be trouble! And what do you expect me o do while
you are under arrest? how will | eat? How will | feed our baby? I'm
fired of your iresponsibility fo your family! | will not do it alone!
Here, you take the baby and iry to feed herl” Whereupon she
shoved the baby into the arms of the astonished young father and
fled. The soldiers, as shocked as the young man, now had a baby
to deal with. Completly confounded, the soldiers shoved the young
man into the streef, jumped in their jeep and sped away. The man
carried the baby for some fime, searching for the mother. Finally,
she appeared from behind a building where she had been hiding.
She went up fo the grateful young man, Whom she had never seen

before took her

and went home.
Faisal Hussein
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Palestinian Moth
As a Palestinian, something has caught my attention
and disturbed me deeply. Over and over, | have
heard many questions, especially directed from the

Western media based on ignerance and a lack-of:
a critical eye. Yef, the most common questicn is as

fellows:

clashese” . LT
The answer fo this. quesTion s quﬁe smpie cmd

logical, though it requires some careful consideration.”

First of all, Palestine is a very small.country, probably
the size of the US state New Jersey. Also, it is not the
children opproachmg the lsraclis, vet the lsraelis
approaching the children. The Israelis are in the
backyards of the: Pq|es finicns, The ethical question
is not of why the. Palestinians pcrhcwpcﬂe in_the

violence, but of why the Isaelis are there from the
beginning. A child moy not be necessar]yi"_.
parficipating 1n the demonstrations: on the way fo
school or fo the store they are ieopordlsmg their
lives s a result of the. surplus of lsraeli bullets, rockers :

tanks, and other heawy orfliiery

Why are |he Paleshm@na in WesT _B' nk and Gazn.

are profest |ng9 Palestinians are: fed"‘up and tired.
West Bapk and
than 33 years now;: no other terrifary in the world

has been under occupation f for thot long. Paleshmons

have W\messedisuffermg persecunon ‘and

oppression. These children have seen the: burdens..‘
in which their fathers, grandfathers, and grear

grandfathers have had fo carry. They wantto putan
end fo the turmoil ond are not willing 1o socrlﬁce
another generalion o
Obviously, the current “Middle F
has proven |Tsehc a foﬂure Palest
been devot ed to peace. .,
Yet, the pecce in which the Israells regc:rd is an
artificial one. They seek Therown
believe that peac
part of the Palestinians. -

]

decide to participate in the demonstrations are those
of the refugee camps. Ther homes, land, Ond

"Why do Palestinian mothers, so cold-
heartedly, permit Thejr chtldreﬂ fo por c;pare in fhe._.

 which are..

‘,_Gozo has been occupied for more.

f Palestinians under oceupation.
.':Pé‘t;-_'ce"Pf‘@éess__-‘..
ns have.always. -

Thet s their only: refuge: -

"vamcrges and:,
fhe C@mpromlsmg on fhe sole

integrity have been. taken away; they are deprived
of leading nourishing and fulfilling lives as well as

living up fo their fullest pofential. They have no other
way fo express their anger and frustration, except

through the limited tcols they have accessibility fo,
. stones. i is @ message to the Isroeli
sefflers thet they are nof welcome in the West Bank

‘and Gazo Strip, as long s they pursue deminating,

provokmg terrorising, ‘and throwing their sewage

~wastes on the ferile soil of the Palestinian lands. As
a result of the Isrceli presence in the West Bank and

Gaza Siri p, Palestinians cannot even Trctve\ freely o
and from their own country as they please asa result
of the checlfpom?s and detours and sieges, lef alone

‘have descent access to water and electricity.
 Occeupation has led to a lack of quality education,

and thus widespreod ignorance. |, personally, know
that there are other methods of expressing my feelings
such os the Inferet so | would nof parficipate in the
demonstrations, but what can you say to the

Palestinian refugee child who is fatherless as a result

of the lsraeli excessive violence? How can you
sincerely say that peace is just afound the comner?
How: can you tell them that the fanatical and vicious
Isroehs setllers are their neighbours? How can you

'~ promise fhem thaf one- day they will be Gble to return
back home? Howe '
Movbe we should stop and think for o second C}boul‘
the motives behind These people expressing their
feelmgs in such @ manner. And maybe we should __
think of The_ morality of the existence of lsraeli so.ldlers_ ;
-__ahd"fon"ks'ond missiles in the West Bank and Gaza,
..and their actions in respanse of the Palestinian
~profests “and demonstrations. Why is if that
approximately half the hundreds of Palestinians. dead
and thousands injured are below 18 years old and
o considercble percentage of those were shof@ve -
the waist? No mother, with a bit of decency, would
have the heart to expose her child fo such horror

: " ﬁl_and ferror qnd b\oodshed
Who are these chlldremg_f\/\osf of The youTh who

Scled Afshan
T I lB :
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The New Kis on the Block
Meet the 7th grade!!
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Abed Rabbo, Amro
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Faramand, Ziad Haj Ahmad, Diana Hamed, Ziad

Dakkak, Husam
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| can’t
Imagine living
a day without
you!?

Well, | have been with you for two years and it
feels like a century. The first day | came | was so
scared that you all wouldn't like me, and | was
terrified that | wouldn't fit in. But you guys opened
your hearts and let me in before you even got to
know me and | am SO THANKFUL FOR THAT.
We all have our special thing inside and that's
what makes us one big happy family.
ONIE: you're like a dream come true..
TWO: just wanna be with you..
THREE: guys, it's plain fo see that you are the only
one for me..
FOUR: repeat steps one through three..
FIVE: makes us stand up high; if ever we believe
our work is done then we'll siart back af one....
What is even greater is that we have people from
all around the world and they really came from
different parts of Palesfine, we have: America,
Bosnia, Saudi Arabia, London, Emirates, Greece,
Canada, Columbia, Spain, ... efc.
We are like a great big family, we share our
dreams, our pain, and above all we share our
fantasies.
Each one of us has their own personality, we are
different; in other words we are unique, and our
differences attract!!

But in my opinion the greatest thing in cur
friendship is that we were able to experience Al-

AQSA INTIFADA. ..

TOGETHER!!11111!

Lana Shehadeh
8A

Class 8B

Every year, we grow and change. We
change in the way we think, the way we
act and the way we live. But there is one
thing that doesn't change in our class, it
is the relationship between us and the
bond making us ONE class.

What | mean by one class is that class
8B never leaves a friend who needs
help in his misery, they do whatever it
fakes fo help a helpless friend. Also,
students in 8B never broke apart, and
I'm sure it never will. If | was to write all
the examples that show the strong bond
between 8B students, | would need all
the world's paper.

As we all know, many people are going
through hard time in the Al-Agsa Intifada.
Most of my classmates have problems
with coming fo school. Also, others have
problems in where they live. In spite of
all that, 8B students destroy the blocks in
their ways and confinue to be one
community, one class, one family, cne
person.

Aved Ayed
8A
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|  Samara, Wasim Senseour, Sari o
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Dahadha, Hasan

Abu Shirbi, Ayman Al-Shilleh, Said

Dakkak, Asma

/|

Arouri, Nadia
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Abu EFEtham, Nidal

AARmad, Zeina

Ali, Rasha

\ ' hory, Dima
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-~ Butia:

anymore!

e
| don't be!i'eve! |
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Janan: f R | don't need your help.
| haven't eaten in weeks
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Abdel Chani, Awad

Awwad, Mahdi Bush, Bethany

Halum, Jenin Hamdan, Noor-Eddin

No picture
available
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Abu Ghosheh, Tamara

|
i
|
1

)
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Abu Nahleh, Aws Abu Obeid, Ahmad
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there were some problems but noThmg our
friendship can't solve, we are just a group of people
who help each other get rhrough the hard fimes. :

Now try to solve our class CROSSWORD!!!

1. Britney spear’s obsesser, a snake
2. | am a girfl who should take walking lessons
3. Pizzarl need fo cut my hair
4. | come 1o school, even if I'm dead
5.1 am a boy who needs to get ialler
6. I'm a boy, | think I'm the Man, which | am not
7| should stop studying so much
8. 1 know all the other classes' schedules [10th, 11th. |
Q. | need a good Tan badly!
10. I'm a quite boy who needs fo talk more

1. I'm a girl who loves to fight with teachers
12. I'm a boy who needs fo cut my hair more often
13. | buy food for almost all my classmates
14 I'm leaving o
Canada...already miss Me?12
15. I'm a girl who wear different
pear of shoes every day
16. | need fo change my hairstyle!
1 =] (Forget the 80's)
d il 17. I'm the only new guy who
: ; survived this classl

_ o= e Tl _ EEEE toies 18 Igofromeme

e , Rl =5 ancther : : -

...._._jidi I : ] i L Ly l"__‘_;.h.u'u 9 Hhmkl' rhe besrand i
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Akel, lbrahim l

\ ¥
Al-Masri, Sari

a

Assad, Mahmoud

Hemmod, Harmad JRrommoudel, Soroye

1

i

B Khdlilee, Islam | Khalilee, Samah 3

Husseini, Bana

Khoury, Hanna
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. Studying in School? Who are
| they fooling

first
picture... Smile!
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The ilove seat Sara: where is
Osama?!

Nasser: That’'s my seat!
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To whom it may concern

To whom will soon learn

To the class that | love

Far from any class above

To who translated when | didn't understand
To whom | share this great land with

| know when | leave

I'll wear this class on my sleeve

To who | shared my anger with

To who | never felt a stranger with

To who I'll always carry with me

To who will be in my heart with lock and key
To whom | know it will hurt when | say goodbye
To whom when | leave | know I'll ery for

To who might think this is comy

Have no worry

For this is the end

But for 10 C you'll never lose this friend

Suzi Hamdan

10€

As | write this, we are living in the midst of an Infifada. It has affected each and
every one of our lives, yet we all deal with it in curway. | can say | am proud of this class
not only for the common feeling of solidarity amongst us, but also for the sense of
steadfastness. Most of us have the choice fo leave fo another country where conditions
are much better. Undeniably, it hos crossed all our minds though none of us chose that

way yef.

Some of us have been together since 8th grade, others since our freshman year,
and yet others joined us this year. We started off as 15 students and went through good
times and bad; all together. We were once known as one of the loudest and least
studious classes in the school, but that has changed. We are all in this boat together,
working to be someone; each gelting o step closer everyday to our dreams.

Janan Mousa

10 €
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Shehadeh, Jalal
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Salameh, Abdullah - My C'ass

This day is getting closer and closer.. and we didn’t think of it getting closer to us. Day after day, and year after
year, we were together all the time, as ane class, as one body, as 10B. But if we think carefully, we'll find that this
vear is the last year we all will be together in one classroom. We'll be divided infe 4 classes, and our bonds will
be destroyed. That's why | decided to write a note about each on of my classmates so | can remeber each one of
them...
1. Fadi:- I'l never forget “Teddy”, and “Sateh Marhaba”
2. Maya:- Il never forget Haram, Iff and Kasafou!
3. Rubai- 'll never forget Balf, and Farkh El Feell j.a1 5 2
4. Zaid:- 'l never forget his atfitudes with Miss Mayya.
5. Inas- 'l never forget Tsi Tsi.
6. Mohammad:- I'll never forget Hammoudah, and his warm voices.
7. Ashral- Il never forget: salb bl
8. Rania:- I'l never forget her attitude when she knows she has a detention.
Q. Nadeen Khalaf:- I'l never forget her sirange sengs.
10. Omar: I'll never forget * o 2" and “ sl e ¢S’
11. Baha: Il never forget "BAH" and his daily show for his muscles and his Khalili accent.
12. Shady:- I'll never forget his neatness and L1
13. Abdallah: I'll never forgel Versace and = G i
14. Jeries Rayyan:- I'll never forget his craziness and g JUle !
15. Jeries Sharbein: I'l never forget his typex.
16. Nisreen:- 'l never forget her lolly pops and: 15 el Bl _adael <o)
17. Amer:- Il never forget: € s 5l )
18. Ameed:- I'll never forget his excuses for not coming before the bell because he's lost!
19. Nadeen Ma'aya: I'll never forget: Razan, Rozan uszé!
20. Saleh: I'll never forget his negotiations with Ustaz Anan + Mazen.
21. Saji: I'll never forget Sanjoub!
22. Rula: 'l never forget: _ete douzo jiac ol
T " Razan Haj Yaseen 10 B
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Abu Hammad, Inas Abu Llibdeh, Nisreen

Bushnag, Shadi

Khalaf, Nadine Ma'aych, Nadine
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Llahseh, Mohammad

He's staring into space, she's wriling notes,
he's sleeping, she's chatting with her friends, he's
writing on the desk, she's fixing her make up, he's -
playing ‘snoke’ on the mabile, she's copying her
friend's 'nofes, he's biting his nails, she's in tears:
affer a hot breakup, he's looking at her and she's |
paying atfention fo the teacherl Qoops, this s
supposed to be a social studies class! All these
inferesting characters are from the jungle of 10 A,

To write something cbout my class isn't the
hardest thing fo do, on the confrast, | just hod fo
take a quick glance at the class and ideas just hit
me by chance. '

The word ‘class’ can be replaced by the
word 'society’, it is a society that includes memibers
of all social classes, all levels of academic
achievements and all kinds of ethical behaviour.
All these people inferact as fo create one body
called a class, built on basis of love, equality and
respect... we are all one, if we had Asef's mind or
Samer’'s money. There are elements that perform

the main role that gives flavour fo the food, as when Imad says “Ma
fashrat einak”, as to insult someone. On the other hand, Moutaz's humor |
neutralizes Imad's acidity when he jokes "l can't see you, can you raise
your voicee!l”

One day we laugh, the other we cry, today we fail, tomorrow -
we pass the make up. Today we study, tomorrow we graduate. And -
that's the way the story goes, on an on. |

So, don't cry over the past  and  enjoy the moments as they last!
Maisa Zeedani  10A
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Homework... @HOME




Sari: | spy with my little eyes
something that begins with “A”

Playing Hard To Get
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Get a life Guys
(11 E.S. Wannabeez)
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Haitham: | don‘t think
I’'m very welcomed

Northside, West
Side, P.L.O.

God... How Boring...
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Juniors
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Harb, Harb Hirzallah, Mohammad
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Sarsour, Basil

Sharmouj, Mahmoud

Sticking Together

Finally we have completed the eleventh grade. Only one more step 1o take; our
senior year. This year has been very choofic and has not been easy, due fo the
situation that broke out @ month after school started. It was not easy to
concentrate during English class while trouble was near the school gate. It was
hard to stay calm when the school was evacuated in the middle of a math test.
How can we excel in school when we haven't slept in days because of
bombing? How can we make it through? How can we survive or endure such a
struggle? I'll tell you how, we helped each other. We lifted each other up when
we were down. We carried those who could not walk any further. We stuck
together. And this is how we survived. This is how we endured. This is how we
succeeded.

United we stand, alone we fall.

lester Barrouk
11 1R
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Abdel Samad, Mohemmad Abu Hummous, Samer

]

Hroriish, Ziadeh

. e
Amous, Dana
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Razan:

Medhﬁf;; rfivé 0.. five (o]
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My classmates.. My friends.. My teachers.. My porents.. Each one of them added a magical spark to
my life. Each one of them carved @ spot in my heart. How am | supposed to feel when | know that in
a few months | am going fo leave them? Actually terrible. You're probably saying what in the world is
she talking about, and | don’t blame you because | said the exact thing when | used to read senior’s
article in the yearbook. But now | see things from a different perspective and you probably will oo
when it is time fo lef go. ..

've been in this school since kindergarten. Most of the imporiant events that shaped my life happened
on the grounds of the Friends School. Many of my memories sprout from its walls. | remember the first
day when | entered the big green door in the Friends Girls School. | remember the strange feeling that
occupied me when | first met my best friend. | recall the day when the Israeli threw tear gas bombs at
Us in the school. | remember writing about the way “we (8th graders) are like small fish in a pond..” but
now we're “big” fish going info the ocean. We are on our way fo the real world and we're ready for

every challenge thanks 1o our remarkable feachers and supporting parents.

Razan Faramand / 12 IB



Speak Out!

We are finally seniors! Ever since we were in first grade together, we kept dreaming of the year we
would be seniors graduating high school. What | can't believe is that we are finally here. What is so
strange is that now that we are finally here, we can't let go. The time we have been through have been
good and bad times, but because of our strong relationships the good overtook the bad. We had our
share of joyful moments as well as the heartbreaking, but regardless we all knew we had each other.
When it came to the final truth, we were ONE and insha’ Allah we will always be! The fruth is that our
time fogether in high school is almost up. Prefty soon we will always be finished with school and off to
college. People think that when you graduate you are only finishing school, but the fact is that you are
only leaving your friends. Friends who have been with you for as long as you can remember, and will
be your brothers and sisters that you will never forget. | believe it when they say that you will never
meet people like the friends you meet in high school. There is something about 12ES that | can't
explain, but all | know is that | am more than just honored that | am going to graduate with the best
group | ever met. | wish all of you the best, and | pray fo see all of you again sometime in the future,
maybe not as classmates but surely as friends or even family.

_'_ A ST —-——————‘-‘, ‘\

Donia Shehadeh / 12ES




i Most Likely to Skip A Test:
| Aia Hussien & Mohammad Faris Rasha Musleh & Rami Husni

fan i

Craziest: : C S Most Loveable:
Medhat Dania Kurd & Rami Jaber

e

| Best Eyes: f Dressed:
| Michleen Khayyat, Elias Ma‘ayeh Chrissy Soudah
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Class Pics

Le Creme de La Creme 12 1.B.

Most Athletic: 7 - Best All Around:
Natasha Aruri Mohammad Hamdan & Razan Faramand

g 2

Class Clowns: o Best Pesam\/:
Musa Alami & Duna Kafri Rasha Khatib & Yousef Ghosheh
. - VOGS R T v

i

N\ST Conlident: J’V\ost Sensitive:
Saleh Hijazi & Hala Naser Besan Omary & Sam Kurd




Best
Personality:
Omar Atallah &
. Amanda Rukab

Maost Likely
to Walk info
class late:
Jenan Shagour,

Most
Outgoing:
i, George Shamma!'

Best
Hairstyle:
Amer Rida

& Shatila H.

Supatly:
Fadi Rasheed
. & Ahlam Allan

Most likely
to meetf you
with a gaze:
Ashraf Salem

& Renad

' Friendliest: €
Emad Hasion &
Sinan Barghouti g

A,




Most likely

io cheer you up:
Fadi Odeh &
B, MNora Hamdan

Most likely
fo moke money
2 by illegal means
Nasser ]. & Wi
Ibrahim B. . Most likely
. ‘fo win you over &
i i with a smile:
' Omar Shayeb
& Suhad

Shoeen

7 Most likely
to crack a joke: e
Aimen Rasheed | (RES

5 Sireen Mast likely
to succeed:
Mohammad Khalaf
& Donig
Shehadsh

Most Athlefic:
Osama Ali

Best All Around:
Hayihem Khalaf
& Feeda N
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Mosi likely o sleep in class: Most High Spirited: Biggest go:
Assad Mansour Ashraf Dar Zeid Mohammad Salameh

loudest laugh: Most Athletic: Besf Hair Style:
Ramzi Ewies Ala’ Saleh Saed Ma’ayeh

Py
w

Best all around: Best Eyes: Most Affractive:
Na‘el Shayeb Tareq Al Far Sophie Harb

Most Likely fo Ditch: " Toacher's Pet: NMost likely to gef in trouble:
Ashera Husari Saleh Husseini Marwan Assad




In memory of...
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fo our
Centennial seniors

Salameh,
Mohammad

Shayeb, Omar Shehadeh, Donia Shuaibi, Azza Soudah, Christine

&




Musleh, Rasha

Cmari, Besan

Naser, Hala

Rukab, Amanda




Kafri, Duna Kaileh, Lyth Khairy, Yazan Khalof, Haitham

Khalaf, Mohammad Khatib, Rasha

Kurd, Sulieman lessa, Luai Ma'ayah, Elias




Hamdan, Hamdan, Nora

Mohammad

Hijozi, Saleh Husari, Ashira Hussien, Aia Husni, Rami

Hussein, Hussieni, Salah Jaber, Naser Jaber, Ramzi

Abdel Raheem




Ayesh, Abeer

Darwish, Hatern

Faris, Mohammad

Barghouti, lbrahim

Darzeid, Ashraf

Freitekh, Sari

Rarghouti, Sinan

Etayem, Ranad

Ghosheh, Yousef

¢

Dalag, Noor

Faramand, Razan

Halum, Shatila
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Class o

Abed Rdbbo, Torek

Ali, Osama Aruri, Natasha

v
‘ |
Assad, Marwan Atallah, Omar Awartani, Maher Aweis Ramzi
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Ru_k@ﬁ, Amanda
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Shamma’, George

Shayeb, Nael
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Ma'ayah, th;
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d Fad

Rashee
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Nhwsleh, Rasha

Naser, Hala




Hussein, Aia

Kafri, Duna

o
Khalaf, Haitham

Khohb Rcsho

Kha\af
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munchkins

Jaber, Naser

Kaileh, Lyth
little: -
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Khayyat, Michleen
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Etayem, Ranad

Darwish, Hatem

o
Halum, Shatila
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Hijazi, Saleh : : Husari, Ashira
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~ Once Upon a Time...
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Humanities

Abed, Jack (Christian)  Ali, Ahmad (Islamic] Rimawi, lhsan

[ (THEORY OF KNOWIEDGE]

Kapenga, Peter Shaheen, Najeh Qatato, Mazen Salhi, Bassam Tamimi, Sabrin




Sciences

e
C

Habbas, Mohammad Innab, lyad Rimawi, Lameeas

Natural Sciences

Ayed, Samar Suleiman, Fathallah

Mobarak, Sumer Barghouthi, lana

LE : L
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Science

Saleem, Mohammad

Suleiman, Mohammad

Zughayar, Salim

Shehada, Raed




Assaf, Omar

lzzat, Samar

Hutchison, Donn

Hallak, Randa

Rafidi, Tina




From the
teachers’ desk
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““Shhh! Bags Outside”!

As we enter info the new millenium we can be proud of the constant update
of materials in the Friends Boys School library. This vear we acquired two
hundred new Arabic and English books to add to our growing collection.
Qur growing collection of books on Psychology, Economics, English,
Mathematics and the Applied Sciences are as up to date as possible, this
includes many bocks that are specific to the IB program. New additions fo
our audiovideo collection have been a great asset fo the English and Science
departments.

Plans for o new library are taking shape in a new school building that will be
built on the east side of the campus. Funding for the building is provided by
the ASHA organization. This funding includes a computer center with Internet
access and an electronic filing system that will computerize our 5000 volumes.
Information Technology has made us all at the FBS develop new talents, and
work harder than ever.

Lisa Ma’rouf

By definition, a library is a room filled with
books for the purpose of reading, research,
efc... However at the Friends Boys School
Library, little reading or research is done. It
has been replaced by herds of cliques
. roaming in and out fo catch the latest gossip,
i i”;-lnﬁ'. & frade secrets, and if they can spare the time,

B e vl engage in a po|ite conversation with the
> ! ATF librarian, Mrs. Lisa. Occasionally someone

: “«i ii; > brave will pick up a book and sit in a far

= pal £ i camer to read. The 5000 books in Arabic
I and English, nicely arrangd on the
bookshelves, seem to exist only when a research paper is due or an exam is drawing near.

While the Library fails to fulfill its primary functions, it has succeeded in accomplishing other
things. It is a sanctuary from the pressures of the classroom, a reminder fo finish up some last-
minute homework, and a great place to make friends. The Friends School Library as a whole is
committed to infroducing students to a variety of perspectives through ifs various magazines, 32
subscriptions in all, and through its medley of bocks, to ensure that each student develops their
own distinct views about the world.

There's something about the way the door creaks every time you push it open, where student
upon student has pushed it open before you. Mr. Kapenga rushing fo get info his office to work on
the zillions of transcripts for seniors anxious to gather their things and hurry so as not to be late for
their next class. The way the school bags pile up under the Reference bookshelf affer one librarian
assistant, or another , has repeatedly screamed, “All bags outside!” “There's something about the
Friends School Library...something alive.

Aia Hussein




students who used fo live on the campus. They even dug up water wells, to harvest rainwater for
irigation. Nowadays, the school is recovering and ufilizing the five wells as the need for water
is becoming more.

Unforfunately, the need for expansion and the addition of new buildings is affecting the
green areq, because of many frees being cuf. ..

Hopefully, we'll plant more trees to make up for the loss and compensate for the old, aging |
ones. And | always say, “A green campus is a healthy campus”.

By: Samar E. Ayed
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The Green Campus BN f : |
“There are 3 wonderful things in life, water, greenery and a beautiful face”. An old Arabic
saying, and our school surely has them alll For as you step through the main gate, you'll be
welcomed by a small, yet o beautiful flower garden, managed by our dedicated gardener, Abu
Samer, who makes sure o keep it flowery throughout the year, ufilizing a plastic house situated on
a campus supplied with all sorts of transplants and potied flowers. In addition, 1all, old and big
oine and Eucalyptus frees are scattered all around, with some benches underneath for students’
use. During cerfain fimes of the year, one can -
enjoy listening fo the birds singing up in those frees.
Furthermore, some buildings are fofally covered
with creeping plants such as ivy, and if you visit
during the fall, you'll notice the colorful changes of
the leaves, which vary from green to yellow fo red
or brown.

During the old days “Mid 50's", the school
grounds were cultivated with vegetable crops and
fruit trees, and were harvested by the people and
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®
Co-education

The Friends Boys School is a coed school. This means that it offers an education to both male and
female students. No distinction is made between the two, and there is no racial prejudice. However,
it has not always been a coeducational institution. It is only recently that students of both genders
have been allowed to receive an education in the same school.

Since the opening of the Girls School in 1869,
the Friends Schools had been segregated. The
Girls School was indeed a school for girls, and
when the Boys School was founded in 1907, it
was a school for boys and boys alone. Only
during after school activities did the twain meet.
This went on for many decades. Then, in 1979,
a decision was made. The Friends Schools
would go coed ... to an extent. The FGS sent
their Tawjihi Science students fo the FBS, and
the FBS in tun sent their Tawjihi Arts students to
the FGS. This arrangement meant that the Friends

schools could offer both Tawijihi streams o both
girls and boys logether. However, the girls would sit on one side of the classroom, with the boys on
the other. They were not allowed fo infermingle, except for activiies such as plays and the choir. This
continued until 1982, when Ms. Nancy Nye, Director of the FGS, had a complaint. She complained
to Mr. Foad Zaru, Director of the FBS, that the arrangement was unfair. While she was sending her
best students, la créme de la créme, fo this school, he was sending students of a lesser standard. This
was because many of the boys were unable to achieve the high grades required for the more prestigious
Science steam, and so they had fo enter the Arts stfream. This gave the FGS a reputation for faking
students who were not quite oufstanding enough.

So, the arrangement was diopped, and the Friends Schools were segregated once more. This lasted
until 1987, when the decision was made fo mix genders again. The administration’s official reason
for this was financial; that it would be checper fo run two schools as a primary school and @ secondary
school. So, The Girls School became a primary school, and the Boys School became a secondary
school.

Some teachers and members of staff had their doubts. They were worried about the reputation of the
schools.  They were afraid that their students would focus more on relationships than on studying.
However, they were ouinumbered by those who believed that coeducation was the wave of the future.
It was new, novel. Itwas controversial. Some parents did not want their daughters 1o study in a school
with boys, so they took their children to segregated schools. Despite this, the school has thrived with
coeducation.

This is the way it is, and In Sha' Allah this is the way it will always remain. Co-education promotes
awareness between boys and girls. This is crucial for successful inferrelations between the genders for
generations to come. In our school, friendships between boys and girls are common, and this is
healthy. Our schools give us the insight needed fo survive in the world foday, and all because we can

sit in a class with members of the opposite sex as equals.
Sam Kurd




Kathy South,
Scholarship Coordinator

receiving scholarships.

is carried on.

The scholarship program at the Friends
Schools is made possible through the
financial contributions of caring individuals,
alumni of the schools, several Friends and
Quaker Meetings.

Scholarship application and the selection
process fake place in the spring. Academic
grades, conduct and gender are
considered clong with financial need. A

| committee of @ members makes decisions

with equal representation from the Friends
Girls School and the Friends Boys School.
The Director serves as the chair.

Applications for scholarships must be completed each year, as awards are
given for one year only. Progress
ensure that the criteria of an academic average of 70% minimum is
maintained. There are plans to extend scholarships fo families who would
otherwise not be able to send their children to Friends Schools. The number
of scholarships vary from year to year but currently there are 120 students

is monitored af the end of each quarter fo

The support and partership of donors in comunc’r\on with the hard work of
the students ensure that the fulure excellence and achievement of our schools

Vanoush Kassis

FBS Cl=nTEN
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Last, but not least

Samir Hishmeh
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used to pay teachers their salaries. Unlike today, there was almost nothing left over for major

maintenance and development costs.

One could go on and on, nofing the differences between 1977 and 2001 be they in the
curriculum offered, the changes in the focilities, the age and gender of the students, or the way
business is done. But, that would give the wrong message for, in many ways, the Friends Boys
School has not really changed that much. Then as now, the emphasis and purpose of the scheol
is to provide the best education possible. Then as now, studenfs work hard. Then as now,
students who graduate have a bright future and will become leaders in all sorts of areas. Then
as now, it has been a privilege to work at the Friends Boys School. Twentydive years, or a
hundred years, may seem like a long time. And vet, they are not that long in the life of a schoal.

Iron Fist

Peter Kapenga
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Ubiquitous

“A hundred years is a long time in many ways and yet
not that long in the life of a school...”

The above statement began an article celebrating the 100th birthday
of o school in India. Though true, looking at the pictures on the FBS
Centennial calendar and in this yearbock, the Friends Boys School seems
o be pretty old as much has changed. | have had the privilege of working
at the Friends Schools for nearly a quarter of a century, a quarter of the
fime in which it has been in existence. That doesn't make me the longest
serving member of staff but it does allow me fo reflect on the changes that
have occurred from the time | arrived in Ramallah in 1977.

One of the strongest images of my first year at FBS was the sea of - |
students in my 7th and 8th grade hisfory classes. Students were packed ‘k A

Peter Kapegg;
Deputy Principal

info the classroom like sardines with my grade book showing an enrollment
of 47 and 46 students. Today, if there are more than 30 students in @
section the class seems crowded! And yes, at that fime students in the 7t
and 8th grades studied history in English. Another strong memory was the
lack of teaching aides. Overhead projeciors, videos, whiteboards, and photocopies were not
even dreamed of. Tests and quizzes were written on the blackboard and students provided the
paper. The only fesis that were printed were the mid-year and final exams. For that, Mr.
Ghanayam cranked up the old stencil machine with all its messy ink and prinfed the exams on
brown paper.  The exams themselves were held in the Khalil Totah auditorium with students
wiiting their answers on lap boards. In winter the audiforium was freezing. For that matter, all
the rooms were freezing as there was no such thing as central heat. Students came prepared
and sat through exams and classes wearing heavy woolen coats, mittens and hats.

Owver the years one major change in the school has been the library. When [ first came
io FBS, the library was in what is now the offices of the secretary and head of school. The old
library was immaculately clean with the tomes, seldom used, regularly dusted by Miss Fadwa
Tabri, the librarian. The library itself was open only af the two breaks as Miss Tabri alse taught
classes of Arabic 1o the English-specking students. Today the library has moved to the what was
then the student lounge. With o healthy budget, the collection has grown to include more
appropriate books, a large selection of periodicals, a video collection, and several computers
for student use. The library is now the center of student activity, not all of it for research for
science, social studies and language papers.

Administratively the school has also changed. There are more staff to support the principal
and lots of paper is chumed out by various administrative and executive meefings. One major
change is in the administration is the way in which the school banks its money. Back in the late
'70s there were no banks in Ramallah as they had all be closed following the 1967 war.
Money that was collected for fees and  tuition was secreted by the principal in a safe. Al the
end of each month the safe was opened and envelopes of money prepared fo pay teachers
their salaries. Today that transaction is done by check or by automatic transfer of salaries to
bank accounts. Another maijor difference is that back then nearly all the money collected was




Head of the School Iadnd
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR

OF THE FRIENDS SCHOOLS

L@ﬁg E‘ﬁé?y he F‘élglli

It is my privilege to be Director of the Friends Schools at such
challenging times. It is in such circumstances that the sftudents, feachers
and administration of the Schocls are most tested. It is now that the
history and fradition of Friends Schools that is deep in the heart of
much of the community of ElBireh and Romallah does or does not
produce fruit. All the evidence that | have seen tells me that the rich
vein of Friends experience runs frue. | can only be impressed by the
quality of our staff and their level of commitment fo our students.
Our children and young people in Friends Schools are our blessing.
My role as Director of the two schools in Ramallah and EMBireh is to
provide support to the adminisiration and staff in planning for the
future helping to grow the mission and vision embedied in the schools
aims and purposes. My role is to offer leadership in this planning
process, working with the schools, our parents and the community, to
help reclise our collective hopes and dreams. The Director works
with the Board of Trustees in all of these things and is their agent in
getting things done.

Ol ootk
Director of R.F.S.

We have one purpose os teachers, administrafors, parents, alumni and frustees and it is to help
our children grow to develop their persondlity, skills, knowledge and interests in order to be
supportive of our life fogether as a family of people in any community of which they form a part.
Academic achievement is a part of the quality education that we seek for each and every
student but it is only a part of the broader holistic approach that we take to the intellectual,
emotional and physical growth of our students. \We seek the fulfilment of the potential in each
and everyone of our students o lead good lives, fo understand and appreciate what it means o
be a person of faith, to help provide future families with o livelihood and with security, fo lead

with you.

healthy lifestyles, to seek to maintain
good health, to appreciate beauty in the
world around them and to be beacons
of honesty and infegrity able to provide
leadership in a free and democratic
Palestinian state. A tall order but we
are committed fo nothing less and we
have the joy of sharing that commitment

Colin South
9 November 2000
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library and lets not forgef the statue of the Discus Thrower
and those great olo pictures on the library walls. These
make the school complete. Without them, there would
be no link with the roofs of the Friends Boys School of the
Past.

People often wonder why old artifacts are so important.
The truth is, they are a reminder of our past and culture.
This was how former students and teachers used fo live.
The presence of these old memorabilia is a reminder of
our ancesiry and ancesfors. Even though we are not related
oy blood, we are all graductes of the Friends Boys School.

Dania Kurd




One hundred years have past and the memorabilia is all around us. The school is still
equipped with items that were used by previous teachers and students enrolled af the
school. In fact, some of these very items are still being used! For example, toke the two
black benches outside the administration office. They are at least 100 years old.
Generations of people have sat on them. There they stand, a useful part of schoal life.
let's not forget the cupboard full of old artifacts just a couple of meters away from the
chair. These include several stone artifacts from the Haverford Archaeological expedition
in Biet Shems with Dr. Elihu Grant as its director in 193 1. The first thing one notices as
they step through the school gafe is the main stone building. This building has been here
since 1901. Now that's an old artifact Then on the left is the red fire hydrant, that was
used to put out fires the old fashioned way. There are many old commodities on the
school premises. Down near the bottom gate is the old amphitheatre. Perhaps this was
where chapel was held before the audictorium was builie Or maybe school plays were
conducted here? Just around the corner lies one of five wells, all of which have been
repaired and are in use. The Friends Boys School used o be a boarding school,
therefor wells were necessary for morning washes!!! There are many more old items
located all around. One of these is the manual typewriter that is still being used in the

B AMERICAN |
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During World War | (19 14-1919) the school was closed and the buildings were vsed as a hospital



Groduoﬂng class of 1954

-1980

Number of F.B.S. Students 1961

School Years

School Years

Chart of FB.S. Students 1961-1980
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Number of F.B.S. Students 1981-2001

Chart of EB.S. Students 1981-2001




It meant you were fluent in English
and Arabic. It meant that you were

polished and sophisticated  and
could hold your own in any society.
Il meant that you had “something
special” - it couldn't quite be
defined or put info words, but you
recognized it when you saw if. You
could say, “That person must be a
graduate of the Friends School.”
A hundred years of history...a
Centennial Year...whispered
secrefs, passed notes, memories.
THAT is what school is all about - it
is the past, it is the present, it is the
future. Your secrefs of today and
the adventures of your now are the
memories of tomorrow. They are
those things you will fondly recall
and remember as the “good old
days.” A hundred years of students
and parents and teachers and
principals and you. Upon the
pages of this history your name s
written.  What kind of sfory will
these siones have to tell about you.
Donn Hutchison, 2001

The Boorders’ cook’s housgjm;gea}uring 1967 war, now used for sra
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Friends B;ys School car dom_%g during 1967 war
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CENTENNIA.L

whispered secrefs and
passed nofes and |
memories.
The Main Building has |
branched into the
Annex, the Kahlil Totah
Auditorium, Grant Hall, |
the new Science |
Building. The old sfone i
stage behind the |
Science Building is now ||
silent and over grown
with weeds. The old
stone wash house

behind the basketball

court is now muted and
empty. The aged sione The gradualed closs of 1947

Number of F.B.S Students 19011930 barn at the back of the property
is now roofless and in ruins. The
outdoor bathroom is now
chained and full of wood.
History has its own way of
bringing about change. The
voices that once echoed
through these old stone
buildings are now silent...a
memory of what once was.
— —_— A hundred years of history have
Chart of FB.S. Students 1901-1930 bisers T ifhetne fhiesses, gl
S A hundred years of whispered
secrets and passed nofes and

Mumber of § tudents

Number of F.B.S. Graduates 1931-1960

= memories.

n = For a hundred years, being a
éao student af the Friends Boys
= 50 .
i, School meant something. Itwas
. the open door to university. |t
£ was the open door fo positions

= of power and influence and

ol success. To be a graduate of

5 H B3 BB BES @S VY ITELEES2Rs B BFTEBGERS

AR the Friends Schools meant

Charf of EB.S. Graduales 1931-1960 - something in the Arab World.




Jerusalem.  Students from the villages
~ surrounding Ramallch and Bireh.  Students,
- whose mothertongue was English or Spanish
~ or Dutch or French or Turkish. A mixture of
languages and cultures and lives. A hundied
years of history.
A hundred years of hisfory have lived within
these walls. A hundred years of whispered
secrefs and passed notes and memories.
.Y : What stories these stones could tell. Boarders
Eli and Sybil Jones, Founders of Friends Schools. climbing down the water pipe and crawling
over the wall to sneek into Ramallah for a film.
A boarder sleep walking out the window on the third floor and falling to the sfones below. Boarders
gambling with the workers in the washhouse behind the school, smoking forbidden cigarettes and out
of bed dffter lights out.  Students being caned for breaking the rules, made to kneel in the hall cutside
the principal’s office or slopped for being out
of class. A father, armed with o gun, angry
because a foreign teacher spoke fo his daughter
on the bus. Suicides and lost gold and thieves
in the night. A hundred years of history.
A hundred years of history have lived within
these walls. A hundred years of whisperea
secrets and passed notes and memories.
A hundred years of principals have led the
Friends Schools: foreign and Palestinian. Men,
and one woman, who have had a dream of
what this school should be. The dream of El
and Sybil Jones of China, Main grew and
blossomed. A day school that taught the
rudiments of readings and writing and arithmetic
grew info a boarding school that prepared
students for university in the States and England.
A boarding school, that through the uncertainty
of war and occupation, once again became
a day school preparing students for tawijihi
and GCE and SAT and now IB. This dream
was hoed and water by men like Moses Bailey,
Willard Jones, Delbert Reynolds, Khalil Totah,
Harold Smuck, Fuad Zaru, laurie Hadden,
Peter Kapenga, and Mahmoud Amra.
A hundred years of hisfory have been lived
within these walls. A hundred years of

h

Principaf Harold Smuck with Hassan Khatib,
Governor of Jerusalem and Hanna Ganayem the
student graduated 1958

<8



C ENTEN

flapping in the breeze, fresh from
the laundry house —a school -
a home.

A hundred vears of history have
lived within these walls. A
hundred years of whispered
secrets and passed nofes and
memories.

Otoman Turks, British Soldiers,
Jordanian monarchs, armed
Israelis - all have been a part of
the history of these hundred
years. Horses stabled in the P.E.
room; hospital beds in the
classrooms; students lining the
streets to wait for the king's car
fo pass; British jeeps lined up in
the playing field; male students
sent fo drill once a week fo
become Jordanian soldiers;
lsraelis firing tear gas at the
students from their perch af the
police station —all have been
a part of the history of these
hundred years.

A hundred years of history have
lived within these walls. A
hundred years of whispered
secrefs and passed nofes and
memaories.

A hundred years of students and
teachers and principals.
Christine and Willard Jones,
Farid Tabri, Mr. Khoury in his
umbaz, Khalil Totah, Fuad Zaru,
Shawik Tarazi, Hannag
Ghanaim, Delbert
Reynolds...the list goes on and
on. Students from Nablus, and
Haita and Jaffa and Acre and
Nazareth. Students from
Amman and Yarmook and

Brifish Jeeps in the school

grounds, 1936. tk S

Boarder’s room, 2nd floor Main
Building before 1967

FBS CTNTENINTAL



Ustaz Donn,
Welcome Back! We missed you so much! We hope you remain in great
health. Thank you for all your hard work these past 36 yeaars.

YBC 2001

CENTENN I

ECOLLECTIONS

If stones could tell a story and weave a tale, what stories and tales they would weavel A hundred
years of history have been lived within these walls. A hundred years of whispered secrets and
passed notes and
memaories. o
Memories of barefoot B+
boys in ragged dash-o-
desh, learning to lisp the
words of English hymns
and sing of places far
from their experience.
Memories of boarders
and dormitory rooms and
Saturday night showers.
Memories of weekly trips
to the cinema and a
Sunday parade fo the
Friends Meeling House to
see the girls. Memories ! ,
OfAbu_Adeb (EEr ki & v e = === FB.S Staff (1965) |
and his love of Arabic |
poetry. Memories of |

|

}

poetry contests and field days and basketball
championships.

A hundred years of history have lived within these walls.
A hundred years of whispered secrefs and passed notes
and memories.

Teacher trips fo the valley to pick wild flowers and ride
camels and hike through the ruins of old watchtowers.
Graduations, new suits, white dresses, and that beloved
diploma that was proudly framed and hung on the
wall. Students standing at aftention when a teacher
entered the room. Chapels where hymns were sung
and scriptures were read and  prayers were mode.
Sheets and shirts and pajamas for seventy boarders

5 (CENTENINIAL
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Yearbook Committee 2001
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Foreword

Throughout the past years, FBS Yearbooks successfully challenged
many problems that faced it's publication, ranging from low budget
fo late essays. But, in this special year: the school's 100th Anniversary,
we dreamt of a successful yearbook consisting of around 300 pages:
50 colored, detailing everything about our school; it's successes
and failures. Briefly, every big and litfle thing. But since the beginning
of the year, AFAgsa Intifada began as a result of years of popular
frustration and we were surprised-with-the-unexpected events. Our
dreams had fallen by once, and we realized that our school's
anniversary is rather an anniversary of popular Palestinian sfruggle.
Qur small FBS community, like the rest of the Palestinian community,
didn't find a place for fun or joy within us. Yearbook Commitiee
couldn't arrange any parties and we didn't make any field trip for
students; yeQrbook activities were restricted to acts of ‘sofidor'\iy with
martyrs and the wounded and for other patriotic activities. This made
the Yearbook commitiee suffer general frustration and depression
throughout it's members as it is with the sfudents. Everybody is
distracted with the current sfruggle, nobody could think of anything
but of the suffering of our nation, nobody could live his narmal life
anymore.

Frustration and depression were the most important problems that
faced the yearbook committee in publishing this special yearbook,
followed by the decreasing yearbook funds and problems of siudent
essays and photos. Despite these problems, we were defermined to
accomplish this yearbook,

We, in the Yearbook Committee, wish that our determination shall
get your admiration, and that it would be commensurate to the
100th FBS anniversary. We also thank everybody who worked
and helped us, the students, teachers and the administration.
Without all of your help, this yearbook would never have come into
existence. And with all our successes and through all our failures,
this yearbook will always be a special one, a yearbook of the
100th anniversary; AFAgsa Infifada's yearbook.

Thank You
Mohammad Saleem

o

Mohammed Saleem
Coordinator

YBC Members
Mohammad Saleem
lisa Ma'rouf

Randa Hallak
Samer Atiany
Assad Mansour
Dania Kurd

Sam Kurd

Aia Hussein

Omar Shayeb
Haitham Khalaf
Amanda Rukab
Mohammad Hamdan
Mohammad Khalaf
Ahlam Allan

Saed Atshan

Rinad Ftayem
Sireen Sammor
Fadi Odeh

Omar Atallah
Donia Shehadeh
Feeda Nabhan
Nora Hamdan
Harb Harb

lester Baruk



Jawwal is your GSM provider in Palestine.
Providing International Roaming,
Digital Connection,and Superior Coverage.

Stay Connected!
P00
= JALLWAL
FBS C=R\TERRNIAL
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Centennial Recollections

FBS Principals

Artifacts

Echoes Reflecting

Half a Century of Devotion
From the Desk of the FS Director
Head of the School
Ubiquitous

lron Fist

Last, but not least

Main Office

Treasure Chest & Financial Aid
Coeducation

The Many Roads fo Graduation
Friends Green Campus

library

From teachers’ desk

Class of 2001 - FBS Centfennial
Baby Pictures

Centennial Class of 2001

In memory of Anan Barghouli
Class Pics

Seniors Speak Out!

FBS Cliques

Juniors

Sophomores

Freshmen

Eighth Graders

Seventh Graders

Intifada

Chapel

Student Council

School Care

PYP Workshop

CAS Section

Artat FB.S.

Debka

laboratories

Computer Science

Parent Teacher Cenference
Committees

Cafeteria, Home Economics
Sports

Educational Network

School life

Arficles

Centennial Celebrations

...To Say Goodbye
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